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PREFACE. 


My  readers  are  acquainted  with 
the  fpecies  of  entertainment,  on 
which  the  Tales  that  I  nowoffer.them 
are  founded ; — it  confifts  in  feleft- 
ing  piftures,  and  then  writing  {lo- 
ries   to    illuftrate    the    fubjeds    of 

them.  <■ — r  .,.        *^ 

■"  '    ■« 

This  kind  of  eif tertainmenUjfe  not  ^ 


»''- 


uncommon,  the  charming  Tale  oT 
Acajou  and  Zirphilla  was  thus 
cpmpofed.  I  know  of  feveral  others^ 
which  would  probably  have  bett^ 


«  •  • 

Vlll 

deferved  publifhing  than  min6,  and 
which  their  too  modefl  authors  keep 
in  their  port-folios.  I,  therefore,  hope 
that  I  fhall  encourage  them,  by  my 
example ;  and,  perhaps  bring  into 
credit  this  agreeable  amufement* 
There  are  two  ways  of  playing  this 
game,  if  I  may  thus  exprefs  myfelf : 
in  one,  each  individual  who  plays, 
works  fingly  on  a  different  pifture ; 
in.  the  other,  each  is  employed  on 
the  fame  pifture,  and  endeavours  to 
excel  the  reft.  This  manner  pleafes 
mc  beft,  as  exciting  moft  intereft: 
the  Former,  however,  was  on  this  oc- 
cafion  adopted.  We  drew,  by  lots, 
for  the  pittures  in  the  apartment 
where  we  pafs  our  evenings ;  and 


each  explained,  as  well  as  (he  could| 
thofe  which  fell  to  her  {hare. 

I  had,  for  my  lot,  fome  beautiful 
Englifh  pictures,  which  were  in  the 
coUedion.  The  firft  is  entitled  Una. 
It  is  taken  from  Spenfer's  Poem  of 
The  Fairy  Queen.  This  could 
only  be  explained  by  a  metamor-' 
phofis ;  and  I  have,  therefore,  illuf- 
trated  it  by  a  concluding  tale  to  the 
Arabian  Nights. 

I  am  ignorant  of  the  fubje6l  of 
the  next  pi6lure,  which  is  called  The 
Sailor's  Return,  as  well  as  of  the 
reft;  and,  probably,  they  have 
none.  To  render  the  coUeQion  as 
mifcellaneous    as    poflible,    and  to, 


X 


.* 


tontraft  the  fecDnd*  with  the  tale  of 
enchantment,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  render  it  fimple  in  the  conftruc- 
tion  of  the  plot  and  ftyle ;  peAaps, 
It  may  be  thought  too  much  to. 
However  this  may  be,l  have  yielded 
to  the  wifhes  df  my  friends,  by  pub- 
lifhing  what  was  at  firft  only  de- 
figned  for  their  perufal.  The  pub- 
lic will,  probably,  blame  me  for  my 
complaifance ;  hut  I  claim  fo  little 
merit  on  account  of  thefe  fliort 
Tales,  that  they  are  not,  indeed, 
worth  criticifing. 


The  tranflator  only  deems  it  nc- 
ceflary  to  add,  that  thefe  1  ales,  not* 


XI 

withftanding  the  diffidence  with 
which  the  ingenious  author  has 
thought  proper  to  preface  them, 
will  be  found  to  poflefs  very  extra- 
ordinary merit.  They  have,  in  truth, 
on  the  Continent,  already  gained 
additional  reputation  to  the  celebra- 
ted author  of  Caroline  of  Licht- 
FiELD;  land  the  many  leifqre  hours 
devoted  to  the  pleafing  talk  of  thus 
giving  them  an  Englifh  drefs,  would 
never  have  been  fo  employed  by 
the  tranflator,  had  (he  not  fuppofed 
that  they  muft,  of  neceffity,  here  ex- 
perience an  equally  welcome  recep- 
tion from  every  reader  of  true 
tafte  and  difcernment. 


HISTOilY 


"■■  ^  ■-■.:/■;  ■  Ar  rut 
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BEIKC 

THE  CONTINUATION  AND  CONCLUSION  OW  THE 
*     *r^OU8ANP  AND    ONE    . 

ARABflAN  NIOHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


'  1 


$9U  NighU 

OlNAZARDE  awaking  an  hoar  before 
day,  failed  not  to  addrefs  her  fitter.  *'  If,'* 
faid  fhe,  "  my  dear  fitter,  you  arc  not 
greatly  inclined  to  fleep;  I  pray  you,  till 
day-Ifght,  which  will  foon  appear,  relate 
to  me  one  of  thipfe  beautiful  tales  that  yoii 
are  acquainted  with*  Alas!  it  will,pet«» 
,haps,  be  the  laft  time  that  I  fhall  have  th^ 
jpleafiire  of  hearing  them/* 


'  ■  - 1 . 1  y  1 4    • 


.  Y.O^,  f,  ,^  »  ' 

r    i     '  1.)  it  J      \)  >  t   //       U  '.,  f  '.      • '     . 


t       Ji 


Scheherazade,  inftead  of  anfwering  her 
fifter,  turned  to  the  Sultan — "If  your 
Majefty  trffeftt^s,"  faid  fhe,  «1  will  relate 
the  Hiftory  of  the  J:air  Una." 

* 

<*  With  all  ttiy  heart !''  replied  Schariar; 
*^  and,  I  hope  it  will  amufe  me  as  much  sls 
the  preceding  ones." 

"  I  expeft  ib,"  returned  Scheherazade. 
**I  can  aflure  your  Majefty,  that,  it  is 
neither  lefs  true,  nor  lefs  interefting." 

She  then  told  her  fiiler  toliften:  and, 
addrefling  herfelf  to  the  Sultan,  began  in 
thefe  Words—  •:      //   ' 


m* 


r 

•  '■■.;•■♦ 

You  Icnow,  Sire,  that  the  great  Calipn 
Haroun  Alrafchid  was  accuftomed  to  walk 
during  the  night  through  the  ftreets  pjF 
Bagdad;  accompanied  only  by  Ciafartiis 
vifier,  and  Mefrour  his  chief  eunuch;  all  6F 
them  difguifed  as  merdhants,  Tri^iaaotive  ,^ 
for  thefe  excurfions  of  the  wife  Cahph^ 


.V 
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"Was  to  be  aflured  that  no  diforders  were 
committed  in  his  territories;  perhaps^ 
Jikewife,  to  fatisfy  a  curiofity,  which  had 
often  been  called  into  a6iion  by  extrar 
oxdinafy  adventures. 

One  night,  a$  he  went  outln  this  man* 
ner,  having  pafTed  through  feveral  Rreets, 
he  was' returning  to  the  palace;  when  he 
beheld,  to  his  great  furprife,  the  door  of  a 
garden  open  fuddenly  of  itfelF,  nor  could 
he  difco vfer  arty  perfon  near.  Aftoniflied 
at  this  phenomenon,  he  did  not  hefitate 
to*  enter  the  garden,  that  he  might  explore 
the  caufe^ 

The  gajden  was  large,  but  without 
ornaments.  On  one  fide  ftood  a  fmalV 
pavilion,  newly  built,  and  elegantly  con- 
ftru£led;  on  the  other,  a  building  mor^e 
fimpfe^  which  feemed  to  be  a  ftable,  and 
the .  door  of  which  opened  inftantly  of 
itTelt  like  ,  that  of  the  garden.  The 
aitohilhm'enV  ofthe  Caliph  redoubled, 
when   he  perceived,  coming-out  of  this 


'g 
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ftaMe,  a  (he  afs;  who  proceeded  ftratgbt 
forwards  to  whefe  the  Caliph  ftood,  in  an 
equal  and  meafured  pace.  She  had  on 
neither  faddle  nor  reins;  but  only  a  fort 
of  cloathing,  of  very  rich  ftuff,  in  gold  and 
crimfon,  ornamented  by  a  border,  of 
pearls.  She  flopped  at  the  gate^  and  began 
loudly  to  bray. 

The  Caliph  refolved  to  wifnef^  the  end 
of  this  adventure;  ^nd^.noi.  wifhing  to 
terrify  the  afs,  concealed  himfelf,  with 
Giafar  and  Mefrour,  behind  this  dpor^ 

The  afs  continued  to  bray;  at  the  fame 
time,  looking  around  the  garden  with  an 
unquiet  ailr,  and  •elcTating  her  long  ears. 
She,  however,  prefently  dropped  them; 
(truck  the  ground  with  her  foot;  and  the 
Caliph  heard  a  melodious  voice,  which 
proceeded  from  the  pavilion,  s^n^d  which 
fatd — **  My  fitter!  my  fitter  I  do  not  cry 
fo  loud;  here  I  am,** 
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At  the  fame  moment^  he  faw  a  young 
ftfmal'e  appear;  v^hfb^e^&c^Qlhid  asincicb,  in- 
^atity,  all  the  SuhMpas  of  hb  harem,  as 
Che  diamond,  the  ruby,  or  the  emerald,: 
farpafs  the  fimple  peart.  ' 

Haroun,  aftonifbedy  and  enrapturec^ 
believed  that  he  now  viewed  before  hira^ 
the  lovelieft  of  the  hoiiris  which  are  pro*- 
itkikd  to  faithful  muIfuImeiK 

This  heavenly  creature  had  no  other 
veil  than  what  was  formed  by  her  long, 
flaxen  hair,  which  floated  partly  over  her 
fine  fliouiders;  tparated  on  her  ivory 
forehead;  and  fell  again,  in  tiatural  ring-< 
lets,  on  the  mod  beautiful  neck.  Her 
direfs,  much  lefs  fplendid  than  that  of  the 
Sifs,  codfifted  merely  of  a  4ong  tunic  of 
white  cloth ;  which  formed,  around  her,  a 
floatirig  drapery,  and  was  attached  by  a 
girdle  of  filk«  Her  feet,  whiter  than  fnow, 
refted  on  a  fimple  fandal ;  her  walk  was^ 
m  once^  noble  and  graceful. 

»8. 
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;  But,  if  her  fortti^her  features,  the  fotind 
of  her  voice,  imprefled  one  vith  the  idea 
ef  a  divinity;  the  extfeene  fimplicity  of 
ber  drefs,  the  timid  air  with  which  ihe 
advanced  into  the  garden,  looking  cau-r 
tioufly  around  her,  recalled  the  idea  of  a 
nioftal,  though  that  of  one  of  the  mod 
pcrfeS,  ;       / 

'  ■ '    • -     '^ 

«*  Stop,"    cried    Schariar,     *^  I    ca« 

contain   myfelf  no  longer!  this  beauty, 

herbair,  this  tunicj  thefe  fandals;  are  fdf- 

^cient  to  drive  me' mad^  You  think,  then^ 

that  you  have  only  to   defcribe  to  me^ 

young  houris   more   brilliant  than    dia<r 

monds;    and,  that  I  can.  liften  to  fuph 

defcriptions  with  tranquillity.    I  know  noc 

what     reftrains     me    from    having    you 

immediately  beheaded,  to  punilh  you  fop, 

pourtraying   fo   luxuri6ufly. — And   you^ 

Grand  Vifier:  I  declare  that  if,  withini 

^hree  days,  you  do  not  fipd:  V(itjai  fl^ve, 

^like  in  every  particular  to  tJsat;wh.ich  the 

lady  has  juft  defcribed,  evenrt^^jhe  tupiq 

and  the  fandals,  |  will  hang  you  and  all 

your  family  I" 
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The  Grand  Vifier  proftrated  hirnfelf  to 
the  ground,  in  token  of  his  obedience  u 
and  his  daughter,  Scheherazade,  obferving 
the  Sultan  fo  irritated,  \vas  in  doubt  wh6- 
ther  fhe  fhould  proceed;  till,  obferving  the 
dawn  of  day,  flie  noticed  it  to  Schariar. 
He  then  arofe;  and,.  notwithftapdii>g  hi^ 
anger,  wifliing  to  know  the  hiftory  of  tb^ 
beautiful  female,  deferred  the  death  of  tlicr 
Sultana;"  who,  the  following  night,  re* 
fumed  her,ftory  in  tfaefe  words — 

;  994tkNigB. 

When  the  lady  haid  come  up  to  theafs^ 
vho  waited  for  her  at  the  g^tCj  ih? 
beftowed  on  her  the  moft  tender  careflesi 
and  threw  her  beautiful  arms  around  her 
neck,  repeating  often  the  names  of  fifteji^ 
and  friend.  The  afs,  in  her  manner^  rel 
(iifned^  this  fondnefs.  She  licked  her 
miftrefs'shands;  and  (hook  her  own  ears^ 
in  token  of  jpy  and  tendernefs:  while  her 
large  h^ad^of  a  bUck  and  grey  colour,  bjr 

B4 
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the  fide  of  the  delicate  features  of  the 
young  lady,  robed  in  a  complexion  formed 
of  lilies  and  rofes,  increafed  her  charms  by 
the  contfaft,  and  rendered  her,  indeed,  a 
miracle  of  beauty. 

Your  Majefty  will  therefore  naturally 
fuppofe,  that  the  great  Haroun  Alrafchid 
beheld  her  with  admiration;  and,  at  that; 
moment,  would  willingly  have  exchanged 
his  fate  for  thatof  tlie  afs  fomuch  careiTed. 

■Si 

He  was  feveral  times  on  the  point  of  * 
expreffing  all  that  he  felt;  but,  curious 
to  fee  how  this  adventure  would  end,  and 
how  two  creatures  of  fuch  different  tpe^cics 
fcould  be  fitters,  he^^checked  himf(felf ;  and, 
fcy  figns,  ordered  Giafar  arid  Mefrouf  16 

i)referve  the  prpfouhdelt  (ilertee. 

•  ,  .1.  .-  ■        •       .  It 

The  afs  fetl  on  her  knees,  that  tiii 
beautiful  feriiale'ftlght  more  eafily  mount '; 
Ivhich,  flieptfefently  did;  at  th6  fame  time, 
lighing  deeply.*  "  Let  tfs  teften,  tny 
friend,"  faid  ftie;  **^>foureddin  impatiently 
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Mpefisus;  and  you  well  know,  how  de^ 
firous  I  am  to  fee  him.  Thefe  interviews 
alone  induce  him  to  bear  meekly  his 
flavery,  and  repay  me  for  the  wearinefs  of 
my  days.  Oh!  foreftsof  Cachcmir,  (hall 
I  never  more  behold  ye?  Oh!  happy 
days,  will  ye  never  return?  Who  will 
reft  ore  to  me,juftGpds!  my  ribbon;  and^ 
with  it,  my  happinefs  P^ 

She  now  raifed  her  beautiful  eyes,  filled- 
with  tears,  to  heaven,  and  was  filent.  The 
afs  proceeded  through  a  ftreet  which  led 
towards  the  palace» 

You  mayfuppofe,  Sire,  that  the  Caliph 
was  not  tardy  in  following  them.  His 
curiofity  was  ftrongly  excited:  never- 
thelefs,  this  was  the  weakeft  fentiment  with 
which  his  bofom  now  felt  agitated.  He. 
already  miftook,  for  a  violent  paffion,  the 
admiration,  or  intereft,  with  w|iich  a  lovely 
female  had  infpired  ^im;  and.  as,  from 
what  fhe  had  juft  faid,  he  learned  that  he 
had  a  fuccefsful  rival,  jealoufy  poffefled 

»5 
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his  fouh  At  one  moment,  he  fwore  to 
facriBce  thi$  hateful  rivals  immediately 
(hat  he  Ihould  find  him;  then,  refuming 
.  thofe  fentiments  of  juflice  and  humanity 
.  vrhich  were  natural  to  his  charaBer,  he 
was  deOrous  of  breaking  his  chains;  of 
giving  up  this  rival,  to.  the  beauty  by 
whom  he  was  beloved;  and  anticipated  the 
pleafurable  idea  of  feeing  them  at  his  feet^ 
gratefully  bleffing  their  benefa£lor. 

^  Attend  to  me,"  faid  he  to  his  two 
fervants,  as  foon  as  the  lady  was  out  of 
hearing;  *'  I  fliall,  this  night,  follow  her 

alone;  obferye  her  a£iions;   and  find  out 

I  •  •     • 

whom  fhe  goes  to  vifit:  but,  to-morrow^ 
let  her  and  the  afs  be  brought  to  my 
palace.— ^Giafar,  go  back  to  the  garden.j 
enquire  to  whom  it  belongs;  and  let  her, 
the  moment  Ihe  returns,  be  informed  of 

my  commands — Mefrour,  return  to  the 

'  '  •  '  •  "» 

palace;  prepare  the  nobleft  apartment, 
the  bath  beR  perfumed,  a  feaft  the  moft 
delicious  ..••  What  have  I  faidl—.  Shall  I, 
"'  ,  mak^  her  mine?— I  hardly  know— 
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Ob !  Mafaomety  deign  to  guide  thy  fervant ; 
thou  only  art  omnifcient,  and  canft  dire^ 
Jiiat  right !" 

More  tranquil,  after  this  invocation,  fic' 
followed  the  lady  and  the  afs,  and  did  not 
flop,  till  he  faw  them  halt.     This  was  at  a 
fhort  ^ift'ance'  from  the  palace,  on  the  fide 
of  the  ftablbs,  and  cxa6ily  above  the  den 
of  lions.  The  beautiful  female  difmounf- 
ed;  and,  leaning  ov^r  the  den,  appeared 
waiting  in  a  ftatc  of  impatience.    Her 
*€yts  were  interifely  fixed  on  the  fpot,  a:ild 
her  whole  attention  was  fo  deeply  ^^^^sffHKt^ 
that  the   Caliph   eafily   approached  iier, 
without  being  notixred.     His  curiofity,  to 
know  what  Ihe  wanted  there;'  wa«  nothing, 
compared  with  his  dread  of  feeing  her  fail, 
while  leaning  over  a  place  fo  dangerous*. 

The  Sultan  of  Cachemir  had,  a  fliort 

'time  before,  fent  the  Caliph  a  pcefent  of 

a  mod  beautiful  as  well  as  ferocious  lion, 

:  which  made    all    who   approached  him 

,  tremble.      Even    the   guide    who 


Ap* 
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Jim  going  to  fing,  and  do  you  Hkewife 
bray.  If  he  is  in  this  place,  he  will  bear 
us  I  he  will  immediately  recoiled  the 
accents  of  love  and  friendihip." 

Then  began  the  mod  (ingular  concert: 
the  fweet  and  tender  voice  of  the  female;, 
accompanied  by  the  rough  and  difcord- 
ant  tones  of  the  als,  which  formed  a  kind 
of  flourifli,  or  fy  mphony ,  at  the  end  of  each 
^itanza.  The  Caliph  liftened,  and  he 
beard  this  fong,  which  the  young  beauty 
.appeared  to  compofe  as  jPhe  fung. 


f 


S017G. 


VIRST    STANZA^ 

pBAS.  Friend)  it  is  my  voice  that  calls'! 
Liften:    ah  I    doft  thou  comprehend  f 
'Tis  Una;    who  Whate'er  befals, 
i  Will  Ic^e  thee  till  her  life  has  end; 

Alas  I    alasl    Noyfeddin  dear; 
I  call  theej  ^et  thou  doll  not,  bean 


r 
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fin^e  the  fatal  lofs  of  my  ribbon,  I  have 
ty&ry  thing  to  fear! — I  will,  however,  call 
him.'* 

On  faying  this,  ihe  leaned  again  over 
the  den,  repeating  many  timet  the  name 
ofNoureddin*,.... 

♦«  Whatr  faid  the  Caliph  to  hithfelf, 
<^  is  it  po£lble  that  one  of  the  vile  flavea 
who  has  the  care  of  my  (tables,  is  the 
favoured  lover  of  this  ador<ible  creature : 
and,  if  this  be  (he  cafe^  as  I  haV6  every 
reafon  to  thinic,  from  their  place  of  meet- 
ing, is  it  not  my  duty  to  draw  her  from  fo 
unworthy  an  attachment?  I  will  wait  till 
he  appears;  at  the. found  of  my  voice,  he 
will  drop  into  the  dull,  and  I  ihall  make 
this  beautiful  creature  blufli  for  her 
choice." 

He,  however,  came  not^  and  ihe  feemed 
deeply  diftreifed.  **  Zulma,"  faid  (he  to 
the  afs,  ^^  dear  Zulma,  cbtnc  and  aflQft  me 
in  calling  him;  he  is^  perhap||^^a£Eur  off;  I 
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FIFTH      STANZA. 

How  often  has  thy  tender  ray 

Shed  o'er  our  hearts  confoliog  balmr 
Till  ev'ry  pang  ffeem'd  fled  away  $ 

Our  breads,  in  fpice  of  forrow,  calm  I 
But,  hark !— -No  more  of  grief  or  pain : 
He  comes  I— I  fee  his  flowing  mane» 


*^  His  mane  I"  exclaimed  the  Caliph: 
who  had  till  now  liftened  to  the  fair  Una 
with  pleafute,  though  not  unmixed  with 
jealoufy;  but  who,  at  this  unexpe6led 
word,  was  thrown  entirely  off  his  guard* 
<^  His  mane  t  Good  Heavens,  is  it  not 
fuflicient  to  have  an  afs  for  your  friend; 
have  you,  likewife,  alion  for  your  lover !" 

At  this  inftant,  Una,  the  trembling  Una, 
already  leaning  on  the  very  edge  of  the 
den  in  order  to  perceive  him  whom  fhc 
called;  either  that  (he  wifhedtojoin  him, 
and  to  die  with  him,  or  that  the^xcefs  of 
her  anxiety  had*  deprived  her  of  her 
ienfes;  leans  ftill  farther^  falls  into  the 
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den,  and  is  loft  to  the  view  of  the  Caliph, 
as  well  as  of  the  afs,  who  filled  the  air  with 
her  loud  cries.   Haroun  Alrafchid 


<<  But,  Signor^*"  faid  Sclieherazade,  <^  I 
{>erceive  that  it  is  day.  If  your  Majefty 
permits  nie  to  live  till  to-morrow,  you 
fiiaU  be  acquainted  with  the  Fdmaindet  of 
this  aftonifliing  biftory.*^ 


tot  the  fifft  time,  Schafiar  difcovered  « 
wifli  to  have  prolonged  his  reft,  and  to 
have  beard  the  ftory  through:  but  the 
Vifier  haviiig  reminded  him^  that  ii  was 
the  hour  of  the  diVan,  be  reluiftantly 
arofe;  leaving  Scheherazade  well  aflured 
of  her  life  tilt  the  next  day« 


i: 


y. 


*■. 


.•f* 


l8  *  fKINCKSS   Vtt-Ai 


995th  NighL 

ScH  ARi  AR  awoke,  this  time,  before  the 
watchful  Dinazarde;  and,  pufhing  rather 
roughly  the  Sultana,  vbo  flept  by  her 
fide — *'  Come,  Madam,"  faid  he^  in  a  tone 
of  anger,  ^^  C^  teie  what  bec<ime  of  the 
beautiful  Una,  at  the  bottpm  of  the  de^ 
pf  lions.  I  cannot  forbear  being  vexed| 
Ihat  you  haye  let  be^  fall  in  there*  4 
know,  full  well,  your  reafon  for  it  j  yoi| 
felt  jealous,  becaufe  I  had.  noticed  her 
beauty.  I  am  well  acquainted  with  wo« 
tAn ;  md  I  nbw ..  clearly  perceive,  that 
you  bad  contrived  this  means  to  g^t  rid 
0j  her,  fiut,  by  the  faith  of  a  muflTuU 
mafli  it  IhaU  not  be  fo;  and  you  wi^ 
liaye  ibcf  goodnefs  -to  bring  her  out  of  it 
fafe  and  found,  or  I  ihall  by  no  mean^ 
anfwer  for  npx  con&gning  you  tp  th^ 
fame  fate  :  I,  who  am  a  Sultan  likewife; 
and,  as  you  well  know,  poflefs  a  dea  foe 
lions/' 
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"  Sire,"  replied  Sgfo^herazade,  mildly, 
•*  1  am  here  only  in  the  charafter  of  a 
faithful  hiftorian ;  but,  as  J  know  tbet 
refped:  that  is  due  to  Sultans,  before.  I 
relate'vbat  :the  Caliph  Haroun  Alrafcbid 
4id:ii)  tbefe  circumftances,  td  reaflure 
you,  in  two  words,  refpcfting  the  beau*, 
tiful  lady  who  interefts  you,  I  fhall  reoallj 
Sire,  to  your  recQllediop,  that  there 
was,  at  the  bottom  of  the  den,  into  whicl^ 
9ie  fell  either  purpofely  or  accidentally^ 
ft  lion,  whom,  ihe  knew  by  his  lonjg  manej 
^md  that,  without  doubt,  he  received  th^ 
falling  lady,  and  did  her  no  h^rm.  Thii^ 
being  granted,  we  will  return,  Jf  yogi 
pleafcf  to  the  Caliph. and  .the. pojoraf^i. 
who  was;  much  rppre  unhappy  than  Una^ 
fince  ihe  had.  loft  her  friend  withoui^ 
having. found  her  lover,  and  made  the, 
pilace  refoqnd  with  her  cries*  Haroup,r 
who  was  ^lmo(L  deafened  with  the.  noife,^ 
felt  much  embarraffed  hpw  to  procee^4<L 
The  afs,;  ftili  braying,  gallopped  cpfif^i^i 
Qually  backwfirds  ^nd  forwards Vx>iiy^b^ 
b^r^^r  of  th^  dcn^  and  wjith  f^ch  vc^Iq^ 
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city,  that  the  Caliph  could  not  approa:ch 
it,  to  fee  >vhat  was  become  of  the  uir-* 
happy  Una.  If  he  had  endeavoured^  lo 
feize  her,  by  a  leap  or  run,  fbe  couU 
have  prefently  diftanced  him;  befide^  he 
had  no  halter  by  which  be  might  iead:her^ 
nor  any  one  to  affift  him. 

As  the  beafft  woiild  not  follow  him  of 
Irer  own  accord,  he  concfuded,  that  thef 
bed  thing  he  could  da  woutd  be  to  lestvd 
llcr,  lamentmg  on  the  border  of  the  den^ 
where  he  wa«  very  Care  fee  would  remainf. 
as  long  as  the  lady  was  belbw,  and'  go  iit 
fearchof  the  Grand  Vifferj  Giafar^  at  tfi« 
door  of  the  garden,  where  he  was  vainly* 
wattini;  their  return,  and  to  endeavour^ 
with  his  affiftance,  to  draw' Una  from  the 
den,  and  lead  away  the  afs.  He  was,  there- 
fore, now  hafteniing  to  the  door  of  thcS: 
garden,  which  he  had  configned  to  Gia^'. 
far's  care;  but,  at  fome  diftance,  inKI«. 
gitied  that  he  could  perceive  he  was  nol^ 
alone,  and  that  he  heard  indiftin6l  criefr 
of  diftrefs.    He  redoubled  his  pace;  ai^ 
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f>rcfcnrty  faw  his  Vificr,  bis  fricai4j  ^he 
alluftiiious  Barmecides,  feized  by  a*  black 
fdffrigbtful  demeanour,  who  had  already 
j(broWn  faimdowx^  and  was  endeavquring 
to  deprive  bim  of  life,    r 

It  would  have  been  aU  over  with 
Giafar,  if  the  valiant  Alrafchid  bad  ^e* 
layed  a  moment.  .  He  drew  his  dreadful 
icimecar;  and,  fuddenly.  att^d^ing  th^ 
i>Iack»  :he  with  one  ftroke  Separated  hi# 
hideous  bead  from  his  body,  which  rolled 
«way  fome  paces,  wd  feemed  dill  to 
meaajC^  him.  ' 

.  Giafar,  efcaped  from  the  moft  immi- 
nent danger,  now  arofe;  but  fell  again 
:%i  the  feet;  of  his  preferver,  whom  he  now 
fi-ecolleded  ficMT.  bis  .oi^cift^r.  **0b!  my 
.fBaftjsr,"  faid  he,  prpRratiqg  himTiflf,  and 
ftrikin^tb^  earth  with  hisforeh^jid,  ^^my 
}ik  was  in  your  hands  i  >it  is  jyou  who 
fa^ve  given  it  mis,  difpofe  for  ever  of 
i^piir  grateful  tfliUVpr 
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<<  No  more,  my  friend!"  repfied  the 
Caliph;  ^^  I  blefs  the  great  Alla,^ho  baft 
tnade  me  the  inftrument  of  favtilg  thee^ 
But,  tell  me  what  this  black  wantcfd  j  anl 
why  he  endeavoured  to  flay  thee?'*;    '  <  ■ 

*♦  Sire,"  replied  Giafaf,  "  1  was  Hand- 
ing,  according  to  your  orders,  at  thie  door 
of  the  garden,  when  this  black  Aiddenly 
appeared  before  me ;  and  deinanded,  '■  in 
%  Voice  of  thunder,'  whether  I  had  .not 
feeh  a  young  woman  pafs  by,  with  an  a(s 
which  belonged  to  him.  On  his  utteritog 
thefe  words,  Sire,  it  ftruck  me  that  hfe 
muft  have  fome  knowledge  of  the  fubje£t 
with  which  you  wifhed  to  be  made  ac- 
quainted, and  might  be  able  to  g-ive  thfc 
requifite  informatioil :  making  myftlf 
known,  therefore,  ais  the  ihiiliifter  of  your 
-will,  I  had  already  named  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Faithful :  and  ordefed  bitii, 
in  that  name,  to  follow  me  to  the  JMilaieiy 
That  flame^  at  which  eVery  knee  beridfii, 
only  increafed  his 'audacity/^*'*  ff  Vilfe 
flave,"  fays  he  to  me,  approaching  me. 
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ind  tsaiting  hiscldb,  "  know,  that  neither 
thou  nor  thy  mafter  have  any  power  over 
ine ;  and  to  prove  it  to  thee,  I  will  crufH 
thte  to  atoms!"  I  had  drawn  my  fabre, 
and  wa's  fot'iunate  enough  to  avoid^his 
firft  Ibfow*:  but  the  fecond  ftruck  riie 
down',  and'  I  was  on  the  point  of  being 
flain,  when  your  Majefty  came  in  time 
\o  fave  m^,  slnd  to  rid  the  earth  of  a 
tiaonfte'r/  1  oiily  ffegret,  that  his  death 
taay  pri^vfent  >^^6ur  knowing  the  hiftory  of 

l"i  '*  ^  ^      '  '      '  urn 

the  bea\itiful  feitiale  and  the  afs.  Let  us', 
however',  fe'ifch  him  •  and  we  fhall,  pro^ 
bably,'fihd  fomething  about  him  which 
iniy  lead  to  Tirther  information."  i' 

•      •  • 

The  Caliph  now  related  to  Giafar  what 
had  paffed  oil  the  edge  of  the  den,  while 
both  affifted  in  feitching  and  ftfipping 
the  black.  They  found  nothing  but  a 
ring,  which  was  fufpended  to  his  neck  by 
a  ribbon. 


The  Caliph  deUrched    and    examibefi 
this  ring,  which  apipcattd  formed  of  fomt 
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unknown  fubftaoce.  He  p^Cfed  it  round 
his  finger,  and  was  about  to  throw  the 
ribbon  away;  when  he  fuddenly  thought 
it. might  ferve  to  lead  the  afs,  "Take 
this  ribbop,'*  faid  he  to  Giafar,  ^^  and 
follow  me.  They  left,  therefore,  on 
the  fpot,  the  horrid  corpfe  of  the  b.Uck^ 
and  returned  where  their  curiofity  called 
them;  feeling,  neverthelefs,  by  the  way^ 
fome  apprehenfions  of  not  finding  the  afs 
f^gain,  aa  they  could  aojipp^er  hear  her 
cries.  She,  however^  was  there,  laying 
.by  the  fide  of  the  den,  with  her  head 
hanging  down,  and  appes^red  calE^|j;L.tid 
quiet.  Giafar,  by  order  of  the  Caliph^ 
approached  to  feize  her.  She  immedi- 
ately ftarted  up,  and  began. again  leaping 
and  kicking,  "  Throw  thcr.fibbon,  with 
a  running  knot,  round  her  head,"  cried 
the  Caliph,  "  in  the  manner  we  generally 
feize  thofe  animals." 

At  the  name  of  the  ribbon,  the  afs 
jilopped ;  but.  when  fhe  had  obferved  it) 
Ikis  Qiafar  was  holding  it  in  his  hands,  ihc 
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raifed  her  eyes  in  fe^ming  tbankfulnefs 
to  hearven,  as  well  as  ihe  could|  and 
quietly  held  out  her  head,  that  he  might 
pafs  the  ribbon  round.  He  did  fo,  and 
ties  it-'^mt^  O  wonderful  1  as  he  is  tyth^ 
it,  the  Galiph  obferves  the  afs  alter  in 
{bape  I  her  hair  difappears,  her  earr  are 
effaced,-  her  whole  appearance  changes, 
^nd  the  moft  heavenly  of  erieatures  pre- 
fently  take^  place  of  the  poor  afs  • 

"  I  beg  youf  Majefty's  pardon,  if  I 
find  myfelf  again  obliged  to  defcribe  a 
very  beautiful  woman.  I  fear,  that  I  (hall 
here  appear  the  more  culpable^  as  I  am 
very  much  miftaken  if  this  lady  has  not 
the  preference  over  the  fair  and  delicate 
Una*  Shegi  at  lead,  pleafed  more  the 
tafte  of  the*  Caliph,  I  fliall,  therefore, 
await  the  orders  of  your  Majefty,  before 
I  endeavour  to  dfefcribe  the  lovely  Zulm6; 
for  you  already  know,  Signor,  that  is  the 
name  which  Una  gave  to  the  afs." 

VQL.    I.  C 
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*'  Well,"  faid  Schariar,  "  let  us  hear 
of  this  Zulma,  whom  you  boaft  fo  much. 
However,  the  relation  of  Una  to  the  lion 
feems  now  pretty  clear  to  me. — I  know 
not,  Dinazarde,  if  you  have  guefled  it ; 
but,  I  am  convinced,  this  lion  will  prove, 
at  the  end  of  the  ftory,  a  fine  youth,  a 
faithful  lover. — However,  proceed;  and, 
we  ihall  foon  fee :  but  let  us  hear,  firft, 
your  account  of  the  afs;  I  muft  believe 
her,  now,  a  very  lovely  girl,  and  like  her 
much  better  than  Una  and  the  lion. 

^<  Haroun  Alrafchid  thought  as  you  do, 
Signor,"  replied  Scheherazade.  *«  He 
could  not  forbear  furveying  her  with  the 
tendered  regar-d:  her  lovely  countenance, 
intelligent  and  fenfible;  her  beautiful 
black  hair;  her  finely  arched  eye-brows; 
made  a  deep  impreffion  on  his  heart,  and 
erafed  even  the  recoUeftion  of  the  fair 
Una.  Zulma  prefently  fummoned  all 
his  attention.  As  foon  as  flie  had  reco- 
vered from  the  excefs  of  joy  with  which 
her  change  had  firft  infpired  her,  Ihe  fell 
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at  the  feet  bf  the  Caliph;   who,  firuck 
with  admiration,   was   on  the  point   of- 
throving  himfelf  at  her's. 

*«  Oh!  my  bencfaaor,"  faid  flie  to 
him,  with  itlimkahle  grace  and  vivacity, 
**  it  is  yott  who  have  reftored  me  to  the 
world ;  complete  my  happinefs,  and  ren- 
dcT  back  to  tne  my  brother  and  my 
friend!" 

<^*  Your  brother  I  where  is  he  ?** 

*♦  lit  4his  den,  Sfgnor;  into  which 
Una,  his  Unsu  has  juft  now  fallen,  but 
without  beiiig  hurt.  Gracious  X^od ! 
how  great  will  be  their  furprife  and  joy. 


>f 


«  What,  lotely  Zulaia,"  replied  the 
Caliph,  "  it  ^vas  your  brother,  then, 
whom  Una  fpoke  of  as  a  lion  ?" 

"  Ah!  Signor,  he  was,  he  is  fo  ftill; 
an  unworthy   form   conceals,   ftiil,   the 

c  t 
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bandfome,  the  amiable,  Noureddin :  but^ 
thanks  to  this  ribbon,  he  will  £tK>h  be 
able  to  throw  himfelf  at  your  feet  i^  hif 
proper  ihape.  "  Forme,"  continued  Ihe, 
fighing,  <^  I  (hall  refume  that  which- 1 
have  juft  quitted:  my,  own  happineia 
ihail  confift  in  that  of  mv  brother  and 
my  friend;  and  ipy  only  regret  will  be^ 
the  being  no  longer  able  to  pay  you  my 
grateful  acknowledgments.*' 

*<  what  do  you  mean,  Zulma,**  faid 
the  Caliph,  impatiently;  *'  I  do  not  com- 
prehend you.  This  ribbon,  which  has 
juft  reftored  you  your  enchanting  form, 
is  to  reftore,  without  doubt,  that  of  your 
brother  ?" 

^«  Ah !  Signer,"  replied  Ihe,  "  I  have 
known,  long  fince,  this  ribbon:  it  has 
formed  the  charm,  and  the  misfortune,  of 
my  life.  It  afts  only  during  the  night; 
as  foon  as  the  fun  Ihall  appear  in  the 
horizon,  you  will  fee  me  return  to  my 
former  fhape.    1^  therefore^  make  but  a 


aR|   THE    TALUMANS*  Stg 

ffigbt  facrifice  to  my  brother,  in  yielding 
k  to  bim  ;  and,  if  my  dear  Noureddin  is 
enabled  to  refume  his  proper  form,  even 
only  during  the  night,  I  (hall  alwayfli- 
remain  an  afs  without  repining*" 

•*  No,  by  Mahomet,"  exclaimed  Ha- 
roun  Alrafchid,  '<  I  do  not  intend  it  (halt 
be  fo ;  and  this  ribbon.  Lady,  by  youi^ 
leave,  muft  (till^remaih'  round  your  head; 
I  am  extremely  forry  for  your  brother; 
but,  if  there  are  no  other  means  by  which 
he  can  throw  off  his  prefent  form,  than 
by  your  returning  to  that  of  an  afs,  a 
lion  he  muft  remain  night  and  day^.  or  I 
am  not  the  Calipb  Haroun  AlraCchid*" 

«'What!"  faid  Zulma,  attempting  t^ 
tfarow^  berfelf  again  at  bis  feet,  ^^  is  it 
the  great  Haroun  Alrafchid^  on  wboim 
our  fate  depends?  Then,  I  hope  every 
thing  from  bis  juftice  and  generofity. 
Let  him  deign  to  give  orders  for  Noured-i 
dUn  and  Una.  to  be  drawn  from  tbe  den^. 


.  *■ 
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and  if,  in  the  mean  time,  he  pleafes  to 
hear  our  hiftory,  he  will  acknowledge 
that  this  interefting  couple  deferve  to  be 
rendered  happy." 

"  I  will  agree  to  any  thing  you  plcafe,** 
replied  the  Caliph,  ^^  except  to  feeing 
again  long  ears  deform  this  beautiful 
head.  But,  come  to  my  palace,  lovely 
Zulma;  relate  to  me  what  events  have 
brought  on  thefe  ftrange  transformations; 
perhaps^  I  may  find  fome  means  of  cauf- 
ing  them  to  ceafe  for  ever;  and  thus^ 
rellore  your  brother,  without  lofing  you." 

-  "  I  wifli  fo,  I  am  fure!'*  replied 
Zulma,  with  the  moft  enchanting  fimpli* 
city;  "but,  I  again  affure  you,  Signor, 
that  my  brother's  happinefs  is  a  thoufahd 
times  more  precious  to  me  than  ttiy^ 
ownr  .    ■' 

"  You  feel,  then,  no  particular  a£Fec^ 
tion  towards  any  one  elfe  but  this  che- 
riflied  brother  ?"  replied  the  Caliph,  witfe 
a  mixed  feeling  of  fear  and  hope. 
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^  Till  this  moment,  Sire, "  faid 

Zulma,  blufbing,  ^^  my  heart  has  known 
no  warmer  fentiment  than  friendfhip ;  it 
has  only  beat  for  Noureddin  and  his  Una : 
it  now  Hkewife  feels  gratitude,  and  will 
beat  at  the  name  of  Haroun  Alrafcbid»" 

The  tranfported  Sultan  kiffed  her  fair 
iiand*  They  were,  now,  at  the  fecret  door 
of  the  palace.  Before  he  entered,  he  or- 
dered Gkifar  to  extricate  the  lovely  Una, 
and  the  lion  :  he  condu£ied  Zulma  to  his 
apartment;  invited  her  to  fit  downon  a 
cufhionj  and,  placing  himfelf  oppofite^ 
he  liftened  attentively  to  her  hiftory^ 
which  I  am  now  about  to  commence  •  •  •  • 


^  But,  day -light  appears,  Signor;  and 
I  fliall  now  leave  off.  If  you  are-  as 
much  in  love  as  the  Caliph  Haroun  Al« 
rafchid,  I  am  very  fure  that  you  will  be 
anxious,  as  he  was,  to  hear  the  hiftory  of 
the  fair  Una^  and  the  beautiful  Zulma*^' 

C4    ■  .,: 
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"  I  certainly  ana,"  replied  Schariar; 
^^  and  therefore  hope,  Madam,  that  you 
will,  to-morrow,  inform  me  of  every 
thing  which  relates  to  thefe  two  lovely 
creatures,  with  a  ftrid  regard.^  truth; 
neither  adding  to,  or  omitting,  any  cirr 
cumftance  of  the  hiftory.** 

^^  Yoi^  fliall  be  (atisfied  with  my  fincef- 
rity,  Signor,"  fai4  Scheherazadie ;  '^  and 
Sidl  know  all  th^t  I  do  oa  theiabjed."* 

The  nex,t  morning,  having  awoke  A^ 
hour  before  day-light,  ihe  began  as  folr 
low^'^-T-*— 


"  You  will  recolleft,  Signor,  that  we 
left  oflF,  yefterday,  where  the  amiable 
Zulma,  having  fat  down,  was  about  to 
relate  her  tale  to  the  amorous  Alrafchid; 
who,  placed  oppofitc  to-  her,  every  mo- 
ment felt  increafed  pleafure,  from  be- 


boldiag  and  hearing  her.  The  good 
Caliph  was  not  a  little  fufceptible  to  the 
tender  paffion.  The  charms  of  the  fair 
Una  had  firft  made  a  ftrong  iitipreffion  on 
him^  and  the  affedion  he  how  felt  for 
Zulma  was  ftill  more  glowing.  We  mud 
agree  that,  in  his  preference  of  the  latter^ 
he  Ihewed  his  judgment  and  tiifte.  Zulma- 
was  moft  lively,  moft  gay ;  this  accorded- 
with  his  own  difpofiti^n.  She  had^  be- 
fides,  a(&ifed  him,  that  her  heart  was  free>. 
and  this  heart  already  appeared  imprefled 
with  gratitude  towards  hitn,  as  a  deliverer: 
this  title  conflfttt«ed  4  new  tie,  which  dill 
more  attacbid  him  to  her.  He  eonfidered 
ber,  in  fomd  degree,  as  his  own^reation  j. 
and  the  more  he  looked-^flf^r,  the  more 
fervently  he  vowed  to  himfelf,  that  Ihe 
fliould^ot  again  beec^e  an  afs,  unlefs  he 
eould  taJ^  that  form  too ;  for  this,  how<* 
ever, he  had  no  great  inclination  .•••...•'^ 

"  Will  you  never  have  done,  Madaml'^ 
exclaimed   the  Sultan,  fomewhat  angry »^ 

05 
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•*  Of  what  ufe  are  thefc  apologies  for  the 
paOion  of  the  Caliph  ?  Befides,  have  I 
Hot  already  told  you  that  I  likewife  pre« 
fer  this  Zulma  to  the  lady  Una?  and 
then,  truly,  to  fuppofe  iif  poffible  for  a 
Sultan  to  be  an  afs :  this  is  the  fecond 
time  you  have  hinted  that,  though  I  did 
not  mention  it  before," 

Having  thus  reproved  her,  he  or* 
dered  her  to  proceed;  and  to  enter^  at 
once,  on  the  hiftory^ 

The  mild  and  lovely  Scheherazade, 
without  appearing  difconcerted,  took  up 
the  ftory  immediately ;  only  fignifying  to 
the  Sultan,  that  Zulma  now  fpeaks« 


The  Hi/lory  of  the  Fair  Una  and 
Noureddin^  related  hy  Zulma.    . 

"  SiGNOR,"  faid   Die  to  the  Caliph| 
**  Una,   Nourcddin^   and   myfelf,    were 
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born  in  the  flourifhing  kingdom  of  Ca- 
•chemir^  and  in  the  city  vhich  bears  that 
name;    but    in    very    different   circum- 
fiances.     Una,  Signor,  the  lovely  Una, 
whom  you  have  juft  feen  depreffed  by 
forrowand  misfortune,  and  whofe  charms 
now  form  her  fole  ornament,  was  the  only 
daughter  of  the  powerful    King  of  Ca- 
chemir,  and  deftined  to  fhare  one  of  the 
firft  kingdoms  of  the  world;    Betrothed, 
from  her  infancy,  to  the  Emperor  of  Chi- 
nay.  Una  would  have  been  an  Emprefs;  if 
love,  more  powerful  than  fate,  had  not 
otherwife  ordained.  An  affe6tion  towards 
anoibe.r,  has  without  doubt  caufed  all  the 
misfortunes  of  her  life ;  but,  far  from  re- 
gretting  it,  (he  congratulates  herfelf  on 
having  had  it  in  her  power  to  facriBce  a 
throne  to  her  lover. 

"Noureddin,  and  myfelf,  are  twins, 
and  the  fofter-brother  and  fifter  of  the 
Princefs  Una.  Our  mother,  named  Ar- 
minC)     was    her.  nurfe.;     Abdoul^     our 

c6  ...... 
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&thcr,  was  one  of  ihe  moft  conGdenibk 
jewel -oicrchaots  of  Cachemir.  Obliged 
frequently  to  abfeni  himfelf  on  affairs  ^ 
comnierce,  he  faw,  with  pleafure,  his  dear 
Armine  placed  in  a  Gtuation  fo  advaii* 
tageous,  which  infared  the  prote8ion  of 
the  Sovereign  .to  himfelf  and  his  children* 
The  only  reward  Armine  demanded  for 
her  fervices,  was  permiffion  to  take  «• 
with  her  to  the  palace.  She  obtained 
this  favour  the  more  readily;  becaufe  we 
being  of  the  fame  age  with  the  young 
Princefs,  it  was  confidered  that  our  fociety 
would  prove  an  amufement  to  her. 

*«  We  were  brought  up  with  Una;  and^ 
thus  contraded,  from  our  infancy,  that 
friendfhip,  which  was  to  decide  the  fate 
of  our  lives.  Friendfliip  foon  glowed  to 
a  wanner  fentiment,  in  the  bofoms  of 
Noureddin  and  Una.  When  the  feelings 
of  the  foul  bad  began  to  expand,  and  they  j 
could  mutually  exprefs  their  thoughts, 
it  was  eafy  to  perceive  the  firong  attach* 
ment  that  thefe  two  amiable  children  had 
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already  formed*  They  could  never  quit 
each  other^  for  a  ihort  lime^  without  tears; 
the  pleafure  of  meeting  again,  formed 
their  fole  folace ;  and  not  daring  to  carefs 
each  other,  which-  the  ftrid  and  prudent 
Annine  had  forbade,  it  was  me  on  whom 
each  beftowed  the  Jkifs  which  they  def- 
tined  for  each  other  in  private.  Oh ! 
^appy  times  of  peace  and  innocence! 
They,  alas!  quickly  fled,  and  we  fooa 
learned  to  be  acquainted  with  forrow, 

"  When  we  had  attained  our  feventh 

year,  Noureddin  was  torn  from  ust  ac- 

^  cording  to   the  laws  of  the  feraglio,  htiB 

fex  would  not  permit  him    to   remain 

longer  in  the  apartment  of  females. 

"  My  father  had  juft  returned  from  one 
of  his  journies,  and  was  about  to  under- 
take another :  he  received  orders  to  take 
his  fon  with  him;  and  my  ^mother,  one 
day,  thus  addreffed  us-^"  My  loved 
girls,'*  faid  (he,  *^  embrace  Noureddin; 
^^  he  is  i^oing  to  leave  iis  for  a  long 
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*^  period,  Zulma  may  hope  to  fee  her 
^^  brother  again;  but,  the  Princefs  will 
^  never  more  behold  Noureddin," 

"  At  thefe  wordy,  Una  uttered  a  piei^ 
cing  {hriek,  and  fuddenly  encircled  Noo- 
reddin  in  her  trembling  arms,  from  whom 
it  was  neceffary  to  tear  her  by  force. 
Armine  took  her  away ;  and  left  us  fuffer- 
ing  a  degree  of  affii3ion,  which  could 
hardly  have  been  expelled  at  oiir  tender 
years. 

*^  My  mother,  whofe  maternal  lleart 
was  thus  rendered  uneafy,  was  obliged  to, 
forget  her  own  grief,'  that  fhe  migiit  en-, 
deavour  to  foothe  that  of  her  foftepchild^ 
and  erafe  from  her  mind  the  idea  of  Nou- 
reddin.  1  employed  myfelf  for  the  fatne 
purpofe,  in*  obedience- to  my  mother's 
wiflies;  but,  if  we  fucceeded  in  apparently 
calming  her,  we  could  not  remove  a 
degree  of  ifielancholy  which  ever  after 
poifefled  her  mind.  AH  our  gaiety  feemed 
to  have  difappearcd  witlv  my  brother. 
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The  games  we  had  played  with  him 
became  hateful  to  Una :  fhe  applied  her« 
felf  only  to  mufic,  poetry,  and  painting; 
and  fucceeded  equally  in  thefe  three  arts, 
the  fubjefts  of  which  were  generally  her 
dear  Noureddin.  She  compofed,  and 
played  on  her  lute^  verfes,  in  which  the 
name  of  Noureddin  was  frequently  re- 
peated* She  worked  his-  features  on 
cloth ;  with  the  more  eafe,  as  mine  ferved 
her  for  a  model:  my  refemblance  to  my 
brother  being  fo  ftri^king,  that  we  could 
not  be  diftinguifhed  from  each  other,  but 
by  our  difference  of  cloathing.  Oh!  how 
many  times  has  the  tender  Una  faidtome, 
with  tears  in  her  eyes— "Come,  my 
,^Zulma,  let  me  enjoy  a-  pleafing  de- 
"lufion;  reftore  to  me,- for  a  moment,. 
"Noureddin !"  Then,  folding  in  form  ofa 
turban  one  of  her  muflin  veils,  fhe  placed 
it  on  my  head;  arranged  my  drefs  like  a 
veft;  and,  regarding  me  with  emotion-*- 
"  Oh!  Noureddin;  Ohl'Zulma;  you  are 
^^  thus  united  again  in  my  heart  T*  Then^ 
taking  me  by  the  band^  and  running  to 
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her  nurfe^-^  Look,  Armine,**  (aid  fhe  to  ^ 
her,  *^  behold  your  fon,  my  friend  Noup* 
•^  reddio,  returned!*' 

^' The  fir  A  Ume,  Armine  believed  it; 
and  trembled  while  ihe  embraced  me,  and 
ealled  me  her  fofi«  'Then,  apprized  erf*  her 
mtftake,  (he  again  trembled,  at  obferving 
the  ftrong  attachment  of  her  fofter  ehild,^ 
and  the  forrows  vhich  it  might  occafioo 
her.  Age,  and  reafon,  however,  taught 
the  Princefs  to  conceal  her  paflion  with 
more  care*  Her  mouth  lefs  frequently 
pronounced  the  name  of  Noureddin ;  btit 
it  wa3  eafy  for  me  to  perceive,  in  the.  in«> 
creafe  of  her  friendfhip,  in  the  tender  re- 
gards which  flie  often  fixed  on  me^  fighing, 
that  her  heart  was  the  more  occupied 
with  him. 

.  ^^  In  this  manner,  we  paffed  fome  fad 
and  tranquil  ye^a.  The  Sultan  of  Ca^ 
chemir  tenderly  loved  his  daughter;  and^ 
though  he  had  promifed  her  to  the 
Emperor  of  CbuEi%  he  delayed^  under 


OR,   THE    TAtlftHANS*  ^ 

diflFerent  excufes,  a  union  >vhicb  would 
feparate  her  from  bim«  Entirely  occu^ 
pied  withlhe  carea  of  his  empire,  the  few 
jbort  motneniis  that  he  could  p^fs  with 
her,  were  employed  inexpreifing  bis  lovi^ 
to  her;  in  enjoying  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
and  hearing  her;  not  in  fpesiking  of  a 
reparation,  and  an  engagement,  wihidh 
Una  feared  ftill  more  than  he  did,  and  fek 
no  wifli  to  recal  to  his  recoUeftion.  How- 
ever, file  had  already  pafied  the  age  fixed 
for  her  marriage, 

^^  We  had  stained  our  thirteenth  year^ 
when  my  mother  was  attacked  by  a  dan^ 
gerotts  illnefs*  The  Princefs  declared^ 
that  nothing  flioald  induce  her  to  quit 
her  nurfe:  we  «haftowed  on  bcr  all- our 
attentions;  they  were,  however,  vain; 
and  we  foon  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe 
our  dear  Armine.  We  equally  mourned 
her  death;  and  the  grief  of  Una,  fcrved 
yet  as  a  pretext  for  obtaining  a  farther 
delay. 
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<<  Armine,  in  expiring,  recommended 
her  children  to  Una's  care — ^^  Love 
•'  Zuima,  proteft  Nourcddin,"  faid  fhc  to 
**  her;  "  Oh  !  my  fon.  Oh  !  my  Abdoul, 
*'  mud  I  die  without  feeing  ye  again?" 

.  <*  Alas!  death  overtook  her»  aknoftat 
the  moment  when  (he  was  going  to.  enjp]E: 
that  fatisfa8ion.'* 

"  My  father  and  ray  brother  arrrved  at 
Cachemir  two  days  after  this  fad  event, 
Abdoul  pined  with  defire,  to  fee  again* 
hisfpoufe  and  his  daughter,  Noureddin 
dared  only  to  fpeak  of  his  mother  and 
his  (ifter.  They  arrive  at  the  pala.ce* 
My  father  afks  for  his  Armine;  he  learns 
ihe  is  no.  more,  and. 


"But,  Signor,"  faid  Scheherazade^ 
flopping,  "I  perceive  it  is  day,  and  your 
Majefty  is  difpofed  to  fleep." — "  By 
Mahomet,  I  believe  it!"  faid  Schariar^ 
rubbing  his  eyes,  and  yawning;    "your 
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tale  would  lull  to  deep  all  the  Sultans  in 
the  univerfe. — Neverthelefs,  I  muft  ac- 
knowledge, I  love  tales:  but  what  have 
I  to  do  with  the  attachment  of  thefe  two 
ftriplings,  and  the  death  of  an  old  nurfe ! 
I  was  continually  expeding  fome  magiw 
cian,  fome  great  event.  However,  I 
cxpeEt  fomething  cf  enchantment  in  the 
end:  I  guefs  that;  and,  you  know,  lam 
feldom  deceived  in  my  conjeClures." 

"Your  Majefty  will  not  be  difap* 
pointed,'*  replied  Scheherazade;  "  I  have 
only  wiflied,  after  the  example  of  Zulma^ 
to  intereft  you  in  the  fate  of  thefe  two 
lover«*"  '  '  ^■■- 

« 

'-.■■-.  * 

•  •- 

<*  Well !  that  you  have  already  done,'? 
faid  Schariar ;  and  now,  I  would  come  to 
what  is  important  in  the  hiftory.  Yatl 
underftand  me  !'* 

Saying  this,  he  Y^ent  out :  and,  the  fol- 
lowing night,Scheherazade  refumed,  where 
flie  had  left  off^  the  hiftory  of  Zulma« 


■4 
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997^  Night, 

<^  Si  It  £9"  continued  Zulma,  ^  you  caft 
form  no  idea  of  my  father's  griel^  when  he 
heard  of  the  death  of  his  dear  Armine^  * 
All  his  wiflies  had  centered  in  repbfing^ 
at  leaft,  from  bufinefs^  in  the  company  oT 
this  cherifhed  woman.  Difappointed  in 
this  hope,  life  became  a  burden  to  hhn  ^ 
and,  notwithftandihg  the  kind  attentions, 
of  my  brother,  as  well  as  my  own^  ws^* 
>eere  grieved  to  perceive,  that  we  fliould 
foon  likewife  lofe  our  beloved  faiiicn 
He  fell  away,  daily;  and  the  Princefs^vnka 
witnefled  my  forrows,  foftened  them  by 
her  tender  friendibip*.  She  permitted  me 
to  go,  every  day,  to  my  father's  boufi$«^. 
Ihat  I  might  afiift  Noureddin  in  itakin^ 
care  of  him.  The  pleafure  of  hearing 
from  my  brother,  when  I  returned,  re- 
warded her  for  the  temporary  abfigncf  of 
her  friend;  and  innumerable  were  ih4 
quefiions  flie  «fked  mCf  ^elattug  Jto  tht 
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companion  of  her  infancy.  Noureddin, 
on  the  contrary,  never  uttered  the  name  of 
Una;  but,  when  I  fpoke  of  her  to  my 
father,  his  ardent  eyes  feemed  eager  to 
fearch  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  I  obferved 
them  foon  fill  with  tears,  and  fighs  ifiued 
from  his  opprefled  ,bofom.  One  morning 
I  was  at  the  palace,  when  a  flave  of  my 
father  brought  me  this  note  from  Nou* 
red4in— 

^  My  dear  Ziilma,  if  you  wilh  to  behold 
once  more  the  bed  of  fathers,  haAen  in- 
^'  ilantly  here :  Abdoul  approaches  his 
"^^  lad  hour,  he  afks  for  his  Zuima.  Alas ! 
•**  there  will  foon  remain  but  Una,  to 
"  whom  you  ought  to  confecrate  your 
«  life/*  . 

This  note,  alraoft  effaced  by  bis  tears^ 
caufed  mine  abundantly  to  flow.  Una 
wept  with  me,  and  fent  me  immediately 
to  my  father's.  I  found  him  as  Noureddin 
had  informed  me,  ready  to  expire.  He 
however,  feemed  fomewhat  reanimated. 
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on  my  appearance— "  Approach,  my  chiU 
<^  dren,"  faid  he,  *'  and  receive  your  fa- 
^*  ther'§  bleffing.  Swear,  to  him,  tbalj 
««  you  will  ever  be  united  in  friendfhip 
**  with  each  other! — Noureddin,  be  as  a 
'^  father  to  my  Zulma;  defend  her  in 
**  danger,  confole  her  in  her  forrows,  be 
^'  her  guide  and  fupport ! — Zulma,  be  as  a 
"  mother  to  Noureddin  :  may  your  ten- 
"  dernefsfoften his  troubles;  youradvice^ 
*'  if  poffible,  prevent  them !— My  children^ 
"  love  each  other:  be  virtuous,  and  we 
^'  fh all  meet  again.  The  angel  of  death 
**  already  weighs  heavy  on  my  eye-lids-— 
^*  Soon  fhall  I  be  with  my  Armme — ^Oh! 
"  Mahomet,  I  afk  for  no  other  hourif* 
This  confoling  hope  appeared  to  reani- 
mate him :  he  pointed  to  a  cafket  which 
was  placed  on  a  table;  having  received 
it,  he  collefted  his  whole  ftrength,  and 
again  faid  to  us- 


ee 


The  fole  motive  for  all  my  voyages 
*^  was,  my  dear  children,  to  procure  me 
^^  the  treafures  which  this  cafket  contains.  * 
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*^  They  might  render  «ie  more  potent 
^<  than  all  the  Monarchs  on  the, earth,  in 
**  giviifig  me  power  to  command  Genii, 
^^  and  <Q  afTume;  any  form  I  pleafe.  But, 
^  they  have  no  power  over  death;  and  I 
**  perceive,  in  thefe  terrible  iT^omems, 
"  how  vain  is  (he  knowledge  of  roan,  and 
**  how.  futile  iar>&all  his  fcbemes !— *'  Here, 
*^  my  foA,'*  faid  he,  to  Noureddin,  taking 
outof  the  caO^et  ametallic  ring,  fufpended 
to  a  ribbon,  '^preferve  with  care  this  ring. 
"  As  long  as  it  is  your's,  you  may  fet  at 
*^  defiance  all  enchantment.  You  could, 
"  with  it,,produce  enchantment  yourfelf: 
^'  buH  fuch.an  art  is  too  dangerous  in  the 
*^  hands  of  a  youth,  iince  his  paflions  may 
**  indiice  him  io  employ  it  to  a  wrong 
"*'  purpofe.  li  therefore,  wifli  you  to  be 
^^  ignorant  on  this  point;  I  am  fatisfied 
'^  with  knowing,  that  you  are  fecured  by 
^^  it  from  all  danger." 

He  now  detached  the  ring,  and  de^ 
livered  it  to  my  brother :  then,  turning  to 
me,  aind  giving  me  the  ribbon— «^^  And 
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«<  yoU)  likewife,  my  Zulrtia,**  fi4d  be^  ten- 
derly, to  tnc,  **  I  wilh  to  guard  from  all 
"  fpells.  Carefully  preferve  this  ribbon: 
^^  without  pofle^ng  fo  much  ipovitt  sa 
**  thet  ring,  it  will,  nevcrthclefs,  be  6f  ufe 
^^"to  you.  It  is  a  demi4alifman,  and  IkGU 
^^  only  during  the  night;  but  if,  by  any 
'^  unfofefeen  accident,  you  fhould  b^ 
**  deprived  of  the  ring,  the  ribbon  may  in 
^<  fome  degree  fupply  its  l^lace.  Itspof* 
"  feffor,  at  leaft,  vrtll  have  no  power  ovct 
*^  you.  May  Heaven  preferVe  you  from 
^^  lofing  them  both !  I  warn  you,  more- 
"  over,  that  they  cannot  be  tslken  from 
*'  you,  without  your  own  confent^  Fare- 
*•  WclU  my  children  IMihomet  has  given 
^*  me' ftrength  to  l^eak  to  you. ^.^  I  htfvc 
"  done:  .dU  lie  calls  me  '.■,•.:** 

<^  Kh  lips  again  murmured  the  n'ame^ 
of  Noureddin  and  Zulma,  and  he  then 

expired." 


■  <■•  I 
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"^  Heaven  be  praifed !"  exclaimed  Scha- 
Tiar,  **  there  will  be  no  more  faid  of  him. 
Do  you  know,  that  all  tfaefe  deaths  tire  me 
out;  and  I  almoft  wiih  I  had  forbade  you, 
yefterday,  fufiPering  any  more  to  die 
through  the  ftory.  However-,  I  fee  that 
it  was  fomewhat  neceffary,  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  that  Abdoul  might  leave  his  chiU 
dren  his  ribbon  and  his  ring.  I  fufpe£^y 
too,  there  isibme  relation  between  this 
ribbon  and  ring,  and  thofe  which  the  Ca* 
tiph  has  found  on  the  black  "villain  whom 
-he  killed. — However^  we  ftiall  fee !  But, 
you  know,  I  am  feldom  wrong." 

"**  Haroun  Alrafchid  thought  as  you  do, 
Signor,*'  replied  Scheherazade.  "But 
<he  lovely  Zulma  related  her  ftory  with 
fuch  grace;  he  took  fuch  delight  in  hear* 
ing  her;. he  was,  moreover,  fo  polite; 
that  he  did  not  wifli  to  interrupt  her :  and, 
preferring  rather  agreeably  furprifing  her, 
>at  the  *end  of  her  ta4e,  he  concealed 
carefully  under  his  robe  the  hand  on 
which  h€  wore  the  ring," 
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As  Schariar  profited  by  this  hint,  and 
did  not  again  interrupt  Scheherazade,  we 
fiiall  follow  his  example:  and  fliall  con* 
tinue  the  hiftory  of  Zulma,  without  even 
Separating  the  nights;  which  were^  how* 
ever,  as  before* 


Continuation  of  the  Hi/lory  of  Una. 

^^  I  ihaH  net  enlarge,  Signor,  on  the 
grief  which  the  death  of  our  father  oc« 
cafioned  us.  I  am  but  too  tedious,  al- 
ready,  on  circumltances  which  regard 
^nly  myfelf.  Noureddin  entreated  me 
to  return  to  the  Princefs,  who  much 
wifhed  for  me:  he  only  conditioned,  thai 
I  (hould  pafs  one  day  in  the  week  with 
him*  Una  willingly  agreed  to  this,  and 
was  always  the  firll  to  apprtfe  me  thai 
it  was  the  day  devoted  to  Noureddin*  I 
had  taken  with  me,  to  the  palace,  the 
ribbon  which  my  father  had  given  me; 
but  I  attached  little  other  value  to  it,  ihaD 
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what  k  obtained  in  my  €yes  from  the  cor- 
fideration  of  wbofe  refpe6lable  hand  I  had 
received  it:  and  I  had  placed  it  in  t 
drawer;  inftead  of  wearing  it  about  me^ 
af  my  father  had  recommended.  Having 
ne^r  fallen  i^to  danger,  I  never  dreade4 
any;  and  had  often  thought  that  all  our 
father  had  faid  to  us,  relative  to  this  ring 
and  ribbc^,  was  a  kind  of  reverie,  in  coo- 
fequence  of  his  fituation.  My  mother^ 
who  believed  us  (heltered  from  .magi* 
cians  and  enchanters,iiad  never  attempted 
to  terrify  our  young  imaginations  witb 
them;  and  had  fpoken  fo  feldom  on  thp 
fubjed:  that,  having  hardly  any  idea  of  it 
I  paid  but  little  atttntion  to  the  words  of 
my  father.  This  fatal  ignorance,  was  the 
caufe  of  all  our  misfortunes^  and  I  now 
approach  the  period,  when  I  learned  .hut 
too  well  the  power  of  genii. 

*'  My  brother  found  the  pofTeffions  of 
Abdoul  all  in  perfe£i  order,  and  very 
cou£Lder£4>le*     His  fhop  of  jewellery  was 

n  a 
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■ 

the  moft  frequented  of  any  in  the  citjr. 
Noureddin,  brought  up  by  his  father  ta 
this  kind  of  commerce,  would  have  been 
'well  adapted  to  continue  it,  and  thus  have 
enlarged  his  fortune,  if  the  melaricbdif 
tinder  which  he  laboured  had  not  ifei- 
dered  him  incapable  of  all  exertion. 
'Every  time  I  went  to  fee  him,  his  gloomy 
Torrow  appeared  increafed.  I  ^und  him 
<ilways  in  the  fame  attitude:  his  legs 
crofled;  his  head  leaning  on  his  hand; 
his  eyes  dull,  and  fixed  to  the  earth ;  he 
-remained  whole  days  without  railing  them^ 
and  hardly  tailing  the  food  which  his 
Saves  brought  to  him.  He  never  thought 
of  opening  his  (lore -houfe,  nor  of  doing 
any  thing  elfe,  but  abandoned  himfelf  to 
dcfpair.  My  prefence,  far  from  appear- 
ing to  confole  him,  feemed  rather  to  aug- 
ment his  griefs.  When  I  conjured  him 
to  live,  to  bear  up  againft  this  forrow,  for 
Zulma's,  for  Una's,  fake;  he  fighed,'half 
•pronounced  the  name  of  Una,  andags^^ 
fell  into  melancholy  ab(lra£lion.  Una,  in 
Abe  mean  time,  was  4itile  better,  Apprifed^ 
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« 

by  me,  of  the  fad  condition  of  Noureddin^ 
flie  made  mc  repeat  the  moft  trifling  cir- 
cumftances  refpefling  him;  and  I  ob« 
ferved'lMit  too  well  the  impreflion  which 
they- made  on  hef.  hearts 

"  In  fhort,  Signor,  thefe  two  unhappy 
beings,  pining  with  the  defire  of  again  be- 
holding each  other,  their  love  continually 
increafin^,  were  gradually  wafting  away^ 
the  vi6lims  of  their  paflion.  The  rofes  of 
their  cheeks,  faded;  their  eyes,  always  wet 
with  tears,  loft  their  luftre:  I  beheld  them 
pining  away,  ignorant  af  any  remedy  for 
their  misfortune;  perhaps,  increafihg  it^ 
by  defcribing  its  efiPefts  to  each  other. 

■ 

^^  One  day,  when  I  was  with  my  brother, 
and  endeavouring  to  confole  and  ad- 
vife  him,  he  thus  fuddenly  replied,  with 
uncommon  emotion^— ^ 

^^  It  is  not  advice  that  I  want;  it  is 
**  Uaa,  or  death,    Zulma,  you  mOx  that  I 
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^  ihould  live ;  and  it  is  you,  alone,  who 
•*  can  fave  my  life.— :-Here,  take  this  po- 
^  niard,  plunge  it  in  the  heart  of  thy 
"  brother :  deliver  me  from  an  exiftencci 
^^  hateful  without  Una;  or.  confenttowhal 
^^  i  am  now  about  todemand  of  thee.  You 
*^  are  to  return,  this  evening,  to  the  palace. 
^^  Let  me,  Zulma,  aflume  your  drefs,  and 
^  go  in  your  place ;  our  refemblance  to 
•*  each  other,  will  deceive  every  eye.  On 
^  this  condition,  only,  do  I  confent  to 
<^  live;  refufe  me,  Zulma,  and  you  decide 
•*  the  fate  of  Noureddin." 

♦" 
**  He  knew,  too  well,  the  influence  be 
had  over  his  Zulma,  to  fear  a  refufaK  In 
vain  did  I  reprefent  the  danger  of  his  en« 
terprife,  the  certain  death  that  awaited 
him  i^lje  (hould  .be  difcovered.  Nothing 
could  fliake  his  refolutidn;  and,  with  re- 
gard to  me,  every  thing  yielded  to  the 
dread  of  feeing  him  inftantly  perifli,  if  I 
"were  obftinate  in  refufinghim.  Ah!  it  was 
not  the  anger  of  Una  that  I  feared;  I  was 
well  aifured  of  her  forgivenefs ;  and  the 


OH)   THB    TALISMANS.  55 

idea  that  I  (hould  likewife  fave  her  life, 
hti  according  it  to  Noureddin,  contributed* 
ftill  more  to  my  confent*  As  foon  as  I 
had  given  it,  my  brother  became  another 
man ;  joy  again  iUomined  his  funk  eyes,> 
the  livelieft  blufb  again  fufiPufed  his  coun<* 
tenance.  ^^  Zulma,"  faid  he  to  me^ 
^.  dear  anc^ikind-ISulma !  yes,  you  are  in« 
^^  deedy  as  It  mofber  to  me,  and  I  owe  to* 
^  you  more  than  life  !'* 

1 

^  We  had  foon  exchanged  drefTes;  and, 
indeed,  it  vrould  have  been  difficult  not 
to  have  miftaken  him  for  me,  fo  ftriking 
was  our  ra^mblance.  He  begged  me  to 
exert,  in  his  houfe  and  (hop,  the  part  of 
Noureddin;  and,,  embracing  me,  placed 
on  my  finger  the  ring  of  my  father* 

^  I  know  not,"  faid  he,  "if  the  virtue  of 
^  this  ring  is  fuch  as  Abdoul  has  pre- 
**  tended;  but,  if  it  can  fecure  from 
^  any  danger  the  perfon  who  wears  it, 
*^  Zulma,  I  conjure  you  to  wear  it!  For 

©4 
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^^  myfelf,  I  fear  nothing:  the  flrongeS 
^^  talifman  is  my  love  for  Una  and  my 
<<  cours^ge.  Butyou^my  fifter!  you  who 
^  are  deftined  by  nature  to  live  in  feclu* 
^^  fion,  are  going  to  expofe  you^felf  for 
^^  vour  brother:  do  not  leave  me  undec 
^^  any  apprehenfions  of  the  dangers  whicb 
^^  you  may  run,  and  therefore  carefully^ 
*^  preferve  this  ring." 

# 

**  In  vain,  I  wilhed  to  return  it.  He 
refufed;  arid  the  court  palanquin  be. 
ing  arrived  to  take  me  according  toc 
cuftom,  he  lowered  bis  veil,  promifed  to 
return  in  eight  days,  and  thus  proceeded 
in  my  place,  leaving  me  to  occupy  hU 
own. 

<^  I  need  not  inform  you,  Signor^  how 
embarriffing  I  found  my  fituation,  nor 
enumerate  all  my  fears,  when  left  in  the- 
houfe  of  Noureddin.  I  faw,  however,, 
with  pleafure,  that  his  flaves  were  de<^ 
ceived,  and  had  not  the  fmalleft  fufpicipi^ 
of  the  truth,    I  pretended,  therefore,  to 
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wicovfcr  my  hfealth,  by  degrees  jandf  on 
the  fourth  day>  eftabliflied  myfelf  in  the 
Ihop.  I  (houldj  undoubtedly,  have  pxe- 
ferred  remaining  in  my  apartment,  and 
^either  to  have  feen,  nor  have  been  feen 
by,  any  one.  This  I  could  have  done,  by 
prolonging  my  feigned  indifpolition ;  but, 
befide  that  my  healthy  looks  might  have 
betrayed  me,  this  jnethod  would  have 
been  full  of  dangers  the  friends  of  Ab- 
doul  and  NoiiFeddin,  and  even-his  flaves^ 
might  have  felt  alarmed,  and  fent  for  a 
phyOcian,-  who  would  have  prefently  dis^ 
coveted  theHecret  which  it  was  fo  impor- 
tant tx>  conceal.  Not  chuCng,  therefore, 
to  draw  on  myfelf  any  particular  attention, 
I  thought  that,  in  this,  I  (hould  fucceed 
beft,  by  doing  what  my  brother  would 
kave  done,  had  he  recovered  his  health 
and  fpirits.  I,  therefore,  again  opened 
his  ftore-houfe;  continued  the  fale  of 
jewels,  by  confultingmy  father's  books; 
and  fucceeded  in  impofing  on  the  whole 
neighbourhood :  the  more  eafily,  as  Nou^ 
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redd-n,  having  accompanied  my  father  in 
all  his  travels,  was  little  known  at  Cache- 
snir.  But  my  mind  was  rendered  con« 
tinually  oneafy,  by  refleBing  on  what 
tnight  be  the  confequences  of  this  difgoife. 
I  was  in  perpetual  reveries.  I  expe€kedf 
at  one  moment,  that  I  Ihould  be  feized^ 
dragged  to  the  palace,  and  partake  of  the 
puniOiment  which  was  deftined  for  the 
rafh  Noureddin  ;  then,  I  beheld  the  lovely 
Una  expiring  with  grief,  for  the  lofs  6f 
her  lover  and  her  friend.  Thefe  imagei 
conftantly  haunted  my  fancy.  I  reckoned 
every  hour,  and  minute ;  and  my  father'ft 
ring,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  infpired 
me  with  but  little  confidence. 

•  *'  At  length,  on  the  eighth  day,  I  faw  the 
court  palanquin  before  my  (hop.  I  affifted 

• 

the  falfe  Zulma  to  defcend;  conduced 
her  in;  and,  carefully  clofing  the  door, 
awaited  in  trembling  fufpenfe  what  Nou« 

reddin  had  to  fay Noureddin,  Sig^ 

xior,  much  more  fuccefsful  than  wife, 
was  elated  with  joy  andpleafure  :  be  had 
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deceived  every  eye ;  except  that  oflovc^ 
which  cannot  be  deceived. 

li 

"  Una  had  foon  recoIleSed  Noureddin, 
but  foon  had  Una  pardoned  him.  She 
received  his  vows,  and  pronounced  her'^« 
In  ihort,  Signor,  the  fond  Noureddin, 
now  the  fpoufe  of  Una,  defied  heaven 
and  earth:  he  imagined  no  end  to  his 
happinefs;  and  had  only  refolved  to  Jeave 
her  for  this  fhort  time,  that  he  might 
come  ^and  conjure  me  to  continue  my  dis^ 
guife ;  while,  to  remove  all  fufpicion,  he 
would  vifit  me  the  days  on  which  our  flaves, 
as  ufual,  faw  Zulma  arrive.  Una  wrote 
to  me,  by  him,  the  tehdereft  epiftle.  She 
called  me  her  fifter,  her  dear  friend; 
thanked  me  for  the  happinefs  (he  enjoyed, 
which  was  only  alloyed  by  the  being  fepa« 
rated  from  me :.  and  love,  which  had  ren- 
dered her  fo  clear  fighted  in  recollefling 
Noureddin,  had  now  placed  fo  thick  a 
bandage  on  her  eyes,  that  ihe  was  utterly 
blind  tp  the  dangers  of  her  fituation, 

.       i>6 
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For  my  part,  who  was  not,  like'  them,  dis^ 
tra6led  by  a  violent  paflion,  I  thought  o£ 
them,  I  beheld  them^  all ;  without  know- 
ing how  they  could  poffibly  be  avoided, 
Ibould^  Noureddin  perfevere,  under  my 
name,  in  returning  andfharing  the  apart- 
ment of  the  Princefs.  It  was  a  kind  of 
miracle,  that  he  had  pafled  eight  days 
without  being  known*  Neureddin  had 
efcaped  thi^  danger,  and  wiflied  again  to 
incur  it.  Alt  that  1  could  fay  to  retain 
him,  and  fufFer  me  to  return  to  the  palace,. 
was  ufelefs.  To  all  my  queftions,  to  all 
my  fears,  he  replied  that,  fince  Heaven 
had  permitted  him  to  be  the  hufband  of 
Und,  it  would  doubtlefs  proted  him  ftill ; 
and,  that  I  ought  to  make  my  mind  eafy 
on  the  fubjeftc 

^^  But,  my  brother,  can  I  always  be 
«  Noureddin  ?"— 

**  Yes,  dear  Zulma,  fome  time  yet,  and 
^^  we  Ihall  fee  what  can  be  dgnc." 
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^^  I  faw  that  it  was  ufelefs  to  reafon 
\vith  a  man  intoxicated  by  love  and  plea- 
furc;  and,  therefore  confined  myfelf  to 
entreaties,  that  he  woiild  moderate  thofe 
ftarts  of  paffion,  which,  might  betray  him» 

"  This^  he  promifed  me;,  and,,  tp  begin, 
when  he  faw  the  palanquin  arrive,  he  was 
hurrying  away,  without  letting  down  his 
veil,  and  in  the  gait  of  Nouredclin.  I  had 
fome  trouble  to  flop  him;  and  recal  to 
his  recolledion,  that  he  was.Zoilma «. 

^^  In  this  manner,  Signor,  fix  months 
rolled  away.  Noureddin  paffed,  always, 
at  the  palace,  for  Zulma,  and  Zulma,  ia 
his  (hop,  for  Noureddin,  to  every  one* 
I  fold  many  diamonds  to  the  ladies  of 
the  city,  who  canie  in  crowds  to  fee  the 
young  merchant;  and  returned,  I  fear, 
little  fatisfied«  Though  I  endeavoured 
to  aflume  the  tone  and  manners  of  my 
brother,  I  was,  undoubtedly,  not  fo 
gallant  as  was  expected:  the  fear  of  being 
difcovered  made  me  even  refift^  rudely> 
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fome  advances;  fo  that  I  acquired  the 
name  of  the  churlifh  Noureddin. 

«  ♦ 

**  I  likewife  refufed  all  invitation  from 

other  young  jewel-merchants,  to  join 
ivith  them,  and  form  parties  of  pleafure. 
Ever  in  my  own  habitation,  my  mind 
folely  occupied  with  my  brother  and  my 
friend,  continually  in  fear  of  being  de- 
teded,  I  (hould  have  preferred  feeing  no 
one.  However,  the  intereft  of  my  bu- 
finefs,  and  my  perfe£):  ignorance,  obliged 
me  fometimes  to  confult  my  neighbours. 

**  An  old  merchant,  named  Haflan, 
who  had  known  my  father,  arid  for  thia 
reafon  wiflied  me  well,  often  came  to  my 
fhop,  and  helped  me  by  his  advice  and 
knowledge.  He  called,  one  day,  with  a 
black  richly  drefTed;  but  who  appeared 
ladeous  to  me,  and  would  have  terrified 
me  had  I  been  alone. 

^  Nourcddin,**  faid  he  to  me,  "  this  is 
•*  a  lucky  day  for  you.       The  Signor 
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'^  Mahmoud,  whom  you  fee  before  you, 
*^  is  employed  by  the  Emperor  of  China, 
^^  to  make  an  immenfe  coUeflion  of 
**  jewels,  which  he  intends  for  our  young 
**  Pxincefs.  I  have  fold  him  the  greater 
"  part  of  mine ;  but,  as  they  are  not 
"  nearly  fufficient,  and  as  you"  are  well 
<^  provided,  I  thought  of  bringing  him 
"  to  you.  Shew  us  the  fineft  that  you 
"  have.** 

"  You  can  form.  Sire,  no  idea  of  my 
aftonifhment,  on  hearing  him  fpeak  of 
the  Emperor  of  China,  and  his  marriage 
with  the  young  Princefs.  It  was  fo  great, 
that  I  had  nearly  fallen  into  a  fwoon.  I 
recovered,  however;  but,  fearful  that  my 
trembling  voice  might  raife  fufpicions-,  I 
rofe,  without  fpeaking,  and  laid  beforfe 
the  black' my  ricbeft  jewels.  He  praifed 
them,  and  made  a  choice.  Haffan  rated 
their  prices;  and  the  black,  without  dif- 
puting  them,  drew  from  his  girdle  a  long 
purfcjpaid  for  them  all  in  pieces  of  gold^ 
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and  went  out  with  Haflan^  before  I  had 
uttered  a  word. 

"  As  foon  as  they  were  gone,  I  la- 
meated  my  not  having  the  courage  to 
fpeak;  and  enquire,  of  this  Mack,  if  the 
marriage  would  take  place  foon,  or  if  the 
day  were  fixed.  I  re(le3ed  on  the  de** 
fpair  of  Noureddin  and  Una,  and  bitterly 
repented  my  fatal  compliance.  If,  at  lead, 
I  had  been  informed,  I  could,  in  my  turn, 
have  apprifed  the  young,  and  imprudent 
couple. 

**  I  was  involved  in  thefc  reflefliwis, 
when  I  faw  the  black,  who  had  given 
rife  to  them,  returning.  He  was  at  Tome 
diftance;  my  firft  defire  was  to  be  fatis« 
fied  in  thefe  particulars.  I  rofe,  there'- 
fore,,  and  placed  myfelf  before  my  fhop; 
intending,  to  falute  him  as  he  pafled,  and 
to  enquire  of  him  what  was  fo  important 
for  me  to  know.  But,  as  foon  as  I  faw 
him  approach,  involuntary  terror  feis^ed 
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me;  and  I  retired  again,  trembling,  to 
the  back  of  my  fhop.  It  increafed,  when 
I  heard  myfelf  called;  I  raifed  my  eyes, 
the  terrible  black  was  befo^re  me. 

•*  Young  merchant,"  faid  he  tonie,  in  a 
tone  milder  than  could  have  been   ex* 
peded  from  his  frightful  figure  "  whalt 
'*  is  your  name ;  I  have  forgot  it?*'        *  * 

**  My  name  is  Noureddin,"  faid  I,  env 
deavouring  to  recover  myfelf. 

'*  Well,  Noureddin,"  replied  he,  "  your 
"  fortune  is  made  for  ever!  I  did  not 
•*  wifli  to  fpeak  to  yo.u  before  your  old 
"  brother  merchant;  who,  undoubtedly, 
"  would  have  been  jealous  of  your  good  * 
"  luck.  Fix  whatever  price  you  will  on 
*^  that  ring  of  no  value  round  youK 
"  finger^  and  I  will  purchafe  it  of  y.ouJ* 

**  I  am  forry,  Signor,"  faid  I,  "  that 
"  I  am  unable  to  comply  with  your 
**  wilhes*    This  ring  is,,  tp  mc,  ijivalii* 
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*^  able.  My  dying  father  bequeathed  it 
^  to  me;  he  ordered  me  to  wear  it  all 
^  my  life  ;  and  I  would  rather  periih  m 
*^  mifery  than  difobey  his  commands*'* 

**  Silly  youth  !••  replied  the  blacky 
^^  your  father  undoubtedly  did  not  ex« 
^  pe£k  that  a  fortune  would  be  offered 
*^  you  for  this  ring;  if  he  had,  he  would^ 
**  onP  the  contrary,  have  commanded 
M  you  to  fell  it..  What  could  be  wlfli 
*'  for  more  ?" 

**  Obedience  to  his  will!'*  faid  I  to  the 
black.  ^*  I  repeat  to  you,  that  he  has« 
"  forbade  my  ever  parting  with  ity  and 
"  your  entreaties  are  ufelefs." 

**  He  prayed,  preffed,  perfecuted ;  aW 
was  in  vain.  The  more  he  teftified  a  wifh 
to  have  my  ring,  the  more  decided  was 
I  on  keeping  it. 

"  I  now  recalled  all  that  my*  father 
bad  faid  refpeding  this  ring;  of  his  en« 
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deavours  to  obtain  it ;  and  of  its  virtue, 
ivhich  this  black  was  moft  pirobably  ac- 
quainted with;  and  I  therefore  refufed 
him,  in  fucb  a  manner  as  to  leave  him  no 
hc^e  of  obtaining  it» 

"  He  then  rofc;  and  told  me,  in  a 
menacing  tone,  that  I  fhould  repent  my 
dbftinacy.  He  was  goipg  away;  when, 
being  unwilling  to  lofe  this  opportunity 
of  learning  fomething  of  the  Emperor  of 
China,  I  requefted  him  toftop,  and  telt 
me  if  the  marriage  of  our  Princefs  and 
his  Mailer  was  to  take  place  foon  ? 

^  By  what  right  do  yoii  afk  me  that 
^  queftion,  young  man  ?"  faid  he  to.  me, 
paffionately;  "  may  I  not  as  well  refufe 
"  anfwering  you,  as  you  have  refufed 
**  me  that  ring  ?  yield  it  up  to  me,  and 
•*  you  ihall  be  informed  of  all  you  wiffi 
"  to  know." 

"  This  promife  was  much  more  entic- 
ing ^an  the  treafures  that  he  had  offered 
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me.  I  hefitated  for  a  moment;  looked' 
at  the  ring;  was,  perhaps,  about  to  giy& 
it  to  him :  a  fentiment,  however,  ftrongiec 
than  curiofity,  reflrained  me.  But,  ex* 
pefting  to  obtain  fome  intelligence,  hy, 
leaving  him  a  little  to  hope — "  The  ring 
*'  is  not  mine  entirely,"  faid  I  to  him; 
^'  it  belongs,  iikewife,  to  my  iifter.  X 
^  cannot,  the^refore,  give  it  away,  withr 
^  out  her  confent»" 

"  Well!  go^  and  confult  tUsififter  of 
^  your's.     1  ivill  wait  here  the  while*'*, 

"  I  cannot :  my  fitter  is  at  the  palaccf. 
with  the  Princefs.  You  fee  well,"  added 
I^  carelefsly,  "  that  if  I  confented  to.giv# 
"you  the  ring,  it  would  be  rather  to 
**  oblige  you,  than  to  know  your  fecret,. 
**  which  I  can  learn  when  I  pleafe;  the 
"  Princefs  has  nothing  concealed  from 
"  my  fitter."    . 

**  While  I  faid  this,  I  raifed  my  eyes 
to  tkc.  black»    His  eyes  were  fo  piercings 
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und  his  fneer  was  fo  horrid,  that  I  immc- 
diately  dropped  them;  at  the  fame  time, 
fblufhing  deeply.  It  now  feemed  but  too 
obvious  that  he  knew  me,  and  was  not 
-the  dupe  ^f  what  I  had  told  him. 

**.  Farewell,  then,  obftfnate  and  hand- 
**  fome  youth !"  faid  he,  at  length,  to  me ; 
^*  confult  this  lifter,  from  whom  the  Prin- 
'**  ccfs  conceals  nothing !  I  believe,  ne- 
^^  verthelefs,  I  know  more  than  {he  does; 
^^  and,  if  you  had  wifhed  it,  >you  <might 
-**  have  known  it  like  wife.  Ponder  well  oa 
^^  what  I  have^aid.  in  three  days,  I  fhali 
^^  return  to  know  your  decifion :  but  learn, 
^*  that  J  am  not  eafily  impofed  on;  and, 
**  that  I  fee  more  clearly  .than  you  think 

***  He  went  out,  and  \ih  me  in  the  moft 
•dreadful  perplexity;  my  ^ey^cs  fixed  on 
'the  ring,  which  I  was  ^jturning  on  my 
^nger,  drawing  it  half  off,  X  rejoiced, 
and  repented,  by  turns,  not  having  given 
it  away :   but  I  repented  ftill  more,  of 
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having  fpoketi  of  my  fitter. — There  could 
not  be  a  doubt,  that  I  had  be,trayed  my* 
felf:  he  had  gueffed  all;  and  our  fecret| 
that  fvcret  on  which  our  lives  depended, 
was  in  the  power  of  this  man;  of  on^ 
irritated  by  my  refufals,  and  attached  to 
the  powerful  rival  of  my  brother.  If,  at 
leait,  I  had  been  able  to  confult  this  bro* 
ther,  whofe  imprudence  cauied  all  my 
perplexity,  to  have  apprifed  him  of  what 
little  I  knew,  it  might  have  aflForded  fome 
fatisfadion;  but  he  had  made  me  fwear 
that,  under  no  pretence,  would  I  ever  go 
to  the  palace  while  he  was  ihere;  and 
there  were  yet  two  days  to  intervehe^ 
before  be  vrould  vifit  me.— They  ap« 
peared  to  me  ages. 

**  The  day  on  which  he  was  tt>  come,  I 
polled  my  felf  early  at  the  door  of  my  fhopi 
that  I  might  the  fooner  fee  him  arrive* 
Every  palanquin  that  I  beheld,  appealed 
to  me  his;  I  rofe,  I  ran  to  meet  them;  but 
had  only  my  agitation,  and  my  walk,  formy 
pains.   It  was  opt  the  couxt  palaoqutn;  jl 
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was  not  the  JTaife  Zulma,  and  the  true  one. 
began  to  lofe  all  patience.  The  day  thus 
pafled  away,  without  my  feeing  Nou. 
reddin;  and  fancy  already  reprefented 
him  deteded  and  deprived  of  life. 

^^  I  pafled  the  night  in  dreadful  agony 
of  mind;  refolved,  however,  to  go,  at  all 
hazards,  to  the  palace,  the  next  i!)orning; 
and  gain  information  of  my  brother,  ot 
rather  of  my  fitter.  The  ftreet  of  jew- 
ellers is  in  a  very  retired  quarter  of  the 
city ;  our  houfe  was  at  th.e  bottom  of  a 
court:  notwithftanding  tbiR, and  my  great 
anxiety,  which  tended  to  take  off  my  at-» 
tention  from  what  was  pafling  around,  I 
thought,  many  times,  in  the  courfe  of  this 
tedious  night,  that  I  heard  an  extra- 
ordinary t«imu1t  ill  the  city.  At  the  dawn 
of  day,  kincreafed;  and  I  was  about  to 
rife,  to  iearn  the  caufe  of  it,  when  I  be- 
held old  Hafiaa  enter,  pale  and  trem- 
bling. 

**  Noureddio,**  f»ys  he/loDse^  *^  viVv^i 
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•*«  are  you  doing  here  ?  you'  are,  no  doubly 
^*^  ignorant  of  what  is  pafling  at  the  pa- 
^'  lace,  and  of  the  misfortunes  of  our 
^*  country!" 

**  The  exoefs  of  my  fear  pre  vented,  me 
from  anfwering  him,  andbe  continued— 
"  The  Emperor  of  China,  wearied  by  the 
^^  long  delays  of  the  Sultan,  in  fending 
*^  him  his  daughter  as  a  fpoufe,  has  at  laft 
^^  refolved  to  come  and  demand  her  at 
**  the  head  of  a  formidable  army.  He 
**  has  encamped  fome  leagues  from  Ca- 
*'  chemir;  and,  from  thence,  has  Tent 
^'  Mahmoud,  that  black  whom  you  faw  the 
^'  other  day,  and  who,  they  fay,  is  a  pow- 
^^  erful  magician,  to  claim  what  the  Sul* 
^^  tan  had  promifed,  and  to  give  up  his 
^'  daughter  into  the  hands  of  the  ambaf- 
*'  fador.  Una,  in  defpair,  has  thrcrwn 
**  herfelf  at  the  feet  of  her\father,  and  has 
*'  conjured  him  to  break  off  a  marriage 
"  which  would  for  ever  render  her  mi* 
**  ferable.  The  Sultan  could  not  refift 
^^  her  tears;  he  has  anfwered  Mahmoud 
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^  ^  that  his  daughter  &all  never  *I>c  his 
**  mafter's  bride,  a,nd  that  he  might  return 
**  immediately.  The  Emperor,  who  was 
"  not  fufpefted  to  be  fo  near,  coufd  ill 
"  bear  fuch  an  affront;  his  vengeance 
^'  h^s  been  prompt  and  terrible.  He 
*'  arrivQ4  laft  night,  with  his  army,  at  the 

^^  gates  rdf  Cachemir;  has  met  but  with 
*'  little  refinance;  the  palace  is  fur- 
"  rounded  ;  and,  as  I  am  informed,  our 
^^  Sultan  has  already  paid,  with  his  life, 
*^  for  this  breach  of  promife," 

^  And  Noureddin!*'  exclaimed  I; 
**  great  God!  have  you  heard  nothing 
«  of  Noureddin  ?" 

*^  What  do  you  mean  ?"  replied  Haffan, 
aftoniflied:  *'Noureddin!  your  fenfes, 
**  furely,  are  diford^red," 

"  This  name  recalled  me  to  myfelf. 

*' Obj  yes!  without  doubt,  they  are^^' 
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replied  I.  *  ^'  It  is  of  Zulma^  of  my  fiftet^ 
that  I  wiflied  to  fpeak." 

*•  Your  fifter,"  anfwered  the  ^ood  arid 
fimple  Haffan,  without  fufpicion.  ^^  She 
^  (hares,  no  doubt,  the  forrows  and 'dan- 
*•  gers  of  the  Princefs.  -Your  duty,  my 
^  fon,  is  to  fly  to  their  affiftance,  to 
^*  hazard  all  in  defending  them.  I  d6  not 
**  conceal  from  you,  that  you  run  the 
**  greateft  danger;  but  there  are  occafions 
^'  on  which  our  courage  (faould  be  our 
*'  only  guide,  it  is  your  duty,  Noureddin, 
**  to  be  as  a  father  to  your  (ifter  add  the 
*^  unhappy  Una.  I  could  have  wifliedto 
*'  follow  you,  but  my  age  forbids  it;  1 
*'  can  only  invoke,  to  your  afliftance,  our 
*^  great  prophet.  Go,  young  man,'*  faid 
he,  placing  in  my  hands  a  fcimitar  which 
hung  on  the  walls;  "  take  this  weapon: 
"  it  will  ferve  to  defend  your  fifter;  your 
**  Princefs;  and  to  exterminate  the  enc- 

**  mies  of  your  country "    Perceiving 

that  I  trembled  while  I   took  it  ••••« 
i*  What  do  I  fee  I"  faid  he,  with  indig- 
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nation.  ^^  Does  the  fon  of  Abdoul  tremble 
*•  at  the  fight  of  danger.** 

**  No,"  replied  I,  to  him,  endeavouring 
**  to  conceal  my  weaknefs,  **  the  fate  of 
<^  Zulma  and  Una  are  united  with  mine, 
**  and  I  am  going  to  perilh  with  them.** 

**  I4eft  him,  and  took  the  way  that  led 
to  the  palace,  through  a  people  pof- 
felTed  with  fear,  who  filled  the  ai>c  with 
their  piercing  -cries,  and  redoubled  the 
terrors  I  felt.  **  Ah  I'*  thought  1,  then,  with 
-regret^  *^  why  did  I  not  give  away  that 
**  ring,  whidi  has  never  been  of  ufe  to 
^^  mel  I  ihould  have  thus  learned  the 
**  fchemes  of  ihe  Emperor;  and  Una, 
**  with  Noureddin,  ^ould  now,  |)robably, 
.  "  have  been  in  fafety."  At  the  famein- 
fiant,  the  black  bimfelf  ap|>eared  before 
me.  It  was  at  the  <:omer  of  a  ftreet 
through  which  there  was  no  one  paflSng. 
%i  (huddered  at  feeing  him,  and  expe6ted 
that  ht  would  now  Tcquire  an  anfwer. 
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He  did,  indeed,  accoft  me;  but  how  grrat 
vas  mv  fear  and  aftonifhmenr,  when  he 
laid  to  me,    taking  me    by    the    arm — 

•  •*  Where  are  you  going.  lovely  Zulma,  in 
<*  this  warlike   guile?     Can    this    weak 

.  *^  hand  wield  a  fcimetar.  as  well  as  it  has 
•*  been  able  to  defend  its  ring  ?" 

^*  Surprifcd«  and  confounded,  my  eyes 
were  iixcd  on  the  ground,  and  the  weapon 
dropped  from  my  trerabUng  hand. 

••  Zulma«  ZuI:T*i!"con::rijedtfcc  black; 
••  I  have  aJrciviy  loli  you,  :h*t  yoa  can- 
••  no;  d^<^civc  tr<.  I:  is  in  vour  power 
*•  :v>  etcjipc  iri>:onur.>?,  :o  five  your  bn>- 
**  :>«  jfe:>i  :hc  Pr:::ct '5:  v^a  can  do 
•=*  :5>tte  tl^izij*  ¥;?;." 
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*^,  yofu-  may  name  whatever   price   yau- 
,'*;  pleafe  for  it." 

"  ^^  The  ring  was  already  off  my  hand, 

**  Oh,  here,  here  it  is!"  faid  I,  prefenting* 
it  to  him:  ''  fave  Una,  Noureddin,  and 
ZUilma;  unite  us  together  again,  in-  fome 
retir^  fpot  of  the  world;  I  afk  of  thee- 
no  morel" 

.  > 

"  He  feized  the  ring  with  tranfport— - ,. 
'*  I,  then,  have  found  thee  again,  at  laft," 
exclaimed    he,    "  thou    much  regretted  . 

"ring! Thou  haft  long  repofed,  , 

'*  flave  of  the  ring,  but  I  will  inftantly  kt 
"thee  to  work.— I  will  begin  with  thee,^ 
*'  fimple  and  credulous  girl;,  with  thee,  * 
".whole  culpable  compliance  for  a  bro-{ 
"ther,   fias^  ravifHed  the  Princefs  from 
"  my  mafter,  who  haft  not  been  able  to 
**"  employ  the  treafure  thou  poflefled,  and 
"  which  thy  father,  Abdoul,   took  from' 
"  me.**    Then,  breathing  on  me,  and  pro« 
nouncing.fome  myfterious  words— "Be- 

K3- 
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^  come  an  afs,"  faid  he  to  me,  ^*  and  re* 
*^  main  an  afs  as  long  as  Mahmoud  « 
^*  pleafes."  Scarcely  were  thefe  words  pro- 
nounced, when  I  became  fuch  as  you  have 
jufl  beheld  me,  and  to  which  you  will  fee 
me  return  as  foon  as  day  appears,  or  when 
I  take  off  this. ribbon.  1  wifhed  to  fpeak 
to  the  perfidious  black,  but  could  only 
utter  the  rough  and  difcordant  tones  of 
the  animal  whofe  form  I  had  taken.  la 
ihort,  I  foon  perceived  that  there  re- 
mained, to  me,  nothing  of  humanity, 
though  all  the  art  of  enchanters  can  have 
no  power  over  the  foul.  But  this  faculty 
only  added  to  my  defpair,  by  recalling  to 
sny  remembrance  what  I  had  been,  and 
the  misfortunes  which  mulj  attend  the  two 
cherifhed  objefls  of  my' heart;  for  I 
could  not  doubt,  that  the  traitor  Mahmoud 
would  exert,  on  Noureddin,  a  vengeance 
as  cruel  as  that  of  which  I  was  the  viftim, 
and  I  had  no  longer  power  to  prevent  it. 
Too  well  convinced  of  the  truth  of  what 
my  father  had  faid,  I  now  thought  of  the 
ribbon  which  was  dill  left  to  us ;  it  w^s  at 
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the  palace ;  and,  perhaps,  might  yet  fe- 
cure  Noureddin  from  the  enchantments - 
of  Mabmoud.  It  was,  however,  but  a  for- 
Ibra   hope!    Noureddin,  and  his  tender 
Una,  were  too  much  occupied  with  each  ^ 
other,  too  much  abforbed  in   love,  and^ 
had  lived  for  &x  months  in  toty^great  afor« 
getfulnefs  of  all  theworW,to  fuppofethat^ 
they  would  think  of  this  ribbon,  of  which 
I^had  never  even  fpoken  to  thePrincefs*  - 

"  While  I  was  making  thefe  refleStions,'  - 
the  black  haddifappeared,  abandoniiigme-^^ 
to  my  fad  fate.    In  (|u|ttif)g  me,  he  had  v 
added  to  his  cruelty,  byHbi tier  raillery-^  - 
"  Farewel,  lovely  Ziilma  r  faid  he  to  me; 
^^  you  are,  at  once,  better  concealed  thaa  ^ 
**•  under  th^  drefs  of  Noureddin.     I   am 
^^  now  going  to  procure  him  fome  fimilar  ' 
'*■  difguife.     Da  you  not  think,^  that  you  - 
^^  are  under. great  obligations  to. me?' 


p*  > 


^  Whe^  he  had  departed,  I  thought,  in* 
^^>  I  ii^i^ht  approach  the  ps^laice^  vith-; 
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out  danger,  and  obferve  what  was  pafling.  '■ 
Thefhouts,  the  tumult  of  battle,  reached  ^ 
even  to  me.  Camels  and  horfes,  abandoned 
to  themfelves,  filled  the  ftreets;  no  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  a  poor  afs;  and  thus  I  ar- 
rived very  near  to  the  door  of  the  palace. 
Great  God !  what  was  my  emotion,  at  feeing 
Noureddin,  the  brave  Noureddin,  defend 
alone  the  entrance,  with  a  valour  which 
feemed  to  raife  him  above  human  nature!  ^ 
His  long  hair,  which  he  had  left  to  grow 
(ince  he  pafled  for  me,  floating  on   his 
ihoulders,  fhading  his  fine  forehead^  and  ' 
nbw  almoft   flanding  ere£t   through  the  - 
fury  which  animated  him,  added  to  his: 
martial  appearance;  it  might  have  been* 
thought,  that  we  beheld  the  angel  of  bat- 
ties  before  us.     He  was   furrqunded  by - 
the  dead,  and  the  dying;  which  formed- 
acound  him  a  fort  of  entrenchment. .   The- 
troops  of  the  Empej-or  no  longer  dared  to-* 
approach  him.     I  faw,  exprefled  on  their 
faces,  the  terror  with  which  their  dreaded 
enemy  had. infpired  them.  .        .  ;, 
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.  ^^ Iris  a  lion!"  faid  they  all,  retreating, 

^^  Yes,  without  doubt,  he  is  a  lion!'* 
exclaimed  the  perfidious  blacky  appear- 
ing  fuddenly  amidft  them.  "  Look,  fol- 
diers!  you  are  about  to  behold  the  traitor 
under  his  true  form?"  He  then  advanced 
fiercely  towards  Noureddin. 

■  » 

"  My  brother  was  going,  to  cm  him' 
down^  and  mtgfet  thus  have  filcrificed  him* 
before  hte  had  ^time  to  perform  his  con-- 
juration:  when,  perceiving  him  to  be^ 
without  arms,  hedefifted  ;  faying-— '*  I 
^*  never  ftrike  an  uh4tmed  enemy*  Take 
"  a  fcimetar,  and  Pwill  fight  theet" 

"  I  do  not  need  one !"  replied  Mahmoud,^ 
.  "  and  1  will' prefently  prove  it  to  you!" 
Then,   raifing,  his   voice,   and   fuddenlys 
breathing  on  him,  after  havin^pjaced  the^ 
ring  in   his    mouth — "  Become  a  lion," 
faid  he  to  him  :  "  you  have  already-  the 
"  courage  and  noblenefs  of  th2(t  animal;,. 
"  but  both  thefe  qualities  will  be  ufeleff  ^ 
^.  to  thee,  and  thou  wilt  die  in  flavery." 

.   E  5 
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**  Inftatitly,  Sire,  I  beheld  the  liandfomc 
Noureddin  change  his  form ;  fall  down 
on  four  enormous  feet;  his  fine  hair  be- 
come a  mane;  and  his  eyes  ftill  prefervc 
the  fire  with  which  they  were  animated. 
He  was  about  to  fpring  on  Mahmoud,  and 
devour  him :  the  ring,  however,  fecurcd 
him;  he  pulhed  him  back,  fmiling  at  hi» 
vain  fury;  and  caufed  hhn  immediately 
to  be  chained,  and  conduced  to  an  imw 
menfe  den  referved  for  lions,  fimilar  to 
your's,  ^ 

**  From  the  inftant  I  had  feen  the 
wicked  black  approach  my  brother,  I  had 
never  ceafed  braying.  The  noife  I  made^ 
however,  was  loft  in  the  tumult  that  fur- 
rounded  me.  As  foon  as  I  perceived 
that  the  misfortune  which  I  dreaded  had 
befallen  my  brother,  I  was  filcnt;  and 
now  thought,  only,  of  learning  what  they 
would  do  with  my  dear  Noureddin,^  I 
followed  him,  at  a  (hort  diftance,  that  I 
liiightnot  be  remarked:  if  he  had  noticed 
me,  I  would  have  endeavoured,  by  fomc 


ns^  to  make*  him  comprehend  that  I  was 
lifter;,  but,  entirely  abforbed  in  his 
y,  he  turned  not  his  head  to  where  I 
5.  He  foamed  at  the  mouth ;  gnawed 
chain;  laflied  bis  (ides  with  his  tail  ; 
I9  while  his  ardent  -looks-  tiirned  to- 
rds  the  palace,  his  repeated  roarings 
ty  demonftrdted  to  me,  that  he  had  left 
re  the  object  of  bis  love». 

^J  tliought  now,  that  I  Should  Be  of 
re  fervice  to  him^  in  learning  what  was 
ome  of  the  Princefs^  than  in  perfifting. 
follow  her  unhappy  hufband,^  with  the 
n  endeavour  of  being^  .recognised*, 
ting,  therefore,  by  ^hd  way^<^  few  tjbis^ 
s,  to  fatisfy  the  ^raviiigs^of  nature,  I^ 
umed  to  wander,  about  the  palace- 
I  there  wainow  quiet.  The  death  ojf 
Sultan,  and^fpeciaily  the  metamor* 
'fis  of  Noureddin,.  bad  puta  (lop;  to 
carnage:  all  the  wr^icbed. inhabitants^ 
:hemir  furrend^red^emfelves  to  the 
:ror  of  Chinair    He  took  pofieflioo: 
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of  the  city,  the  palace,  the  treaAires  of 
the  Sultan,  and  even  of  thq  poor  Zulma; 
for  the  flaves  who  had  charge  of  the 
elephants,  having  found  me  in  the  ftreet, 
atid  no  one  having  claimed  me,  they  took 
and  lodged  me  in  one  of  the  ftables  of 
that  palace  where,  once  the  friend  and 
fifter  of  a  Princefs,  I  had  occupied  the 
moft  fuperb  apartments. 

**  My  chief  defire  being  to  learn  fooore- 
thing  of  the  unhappy  Una,  I  liftened 
attentively  to  all  that  was  faid  in  the 
ftable,  by  the  elephant  drivers,  and  the 
flaves  who  looked  after  us,  every  mom*. 
ing.  The  events,  which  had  compelled 
them  to  change  their  maftersy  were  too 
important  not  to  become  the  fubjeft  of 
their  difcourfe.  My  hopes,  therefore, 
were  by  no  means  difappointed,  I  learned 
that  the  Princefs  ftill  exifted;  but  in  a; 
ftate  of  indifpofition,  and  tanguor,  which 
feft  little  hope  of  reftoring  to  her  a  life 
which  flie  appeared  jiO  deteft,  fince  flie 
had  loll  all  which  iendeVed  it  valuable^ 
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The  Emperor  treated  her  withthe  refpefit; 
due   to  her  rank,  and  fpared  no  means 
which  might  reftore  her  to  health.     They 
feemed   convinced,  that  he  only  waited 
for  her   recovery,    to    marry  her :.  and,, 
though  pleafed   with  the  idea  of  feeing 
their  Princefs  again  afcend  a  throne,  they 
neverthelefs  excufed  her  repugnance  in 
uniting    herfelf  to  the  murderer  of  her 
father.     They  likewife  fpoke,  fometimes, 
of  Nbureddifl;  but  without  knowing  him,, 
except  by  the   exploits   which   he    per- 
formed on  the  day  of  the  conqueft  of  Ca- 
cherair.    It  appeared,  that  they  had  never 
fufpe6ted  his    difguife.     I  fuppofed,   at! 
the  time,  and  I  have  fince  thought,  that 
feeing  the  palace    invefted,    the    Sultan, 
killed,  and  the  Princefs  on  the  point  of 
Calling  into  the  power  of  his  rival,  he  had 
vainly  hoped,  that  love  would  perform  a 
miraclie  in  his  favour;  and,  that  he  alone 
could  defend  her.     He  had  ruflied  out  ofr 
the  harem,    like   lightning,    overturning, 
and  flaying  all  whom  he  met  in  his  paifage.. 
Qn  Qbferyiag  hi^  al^onifting  and  almoft; 
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fupernatural    courage,   bis    youth,    bis'^ 
beauty,  bis  fine  long  hair^  they  had  ge« 
nerally  taken  him  for  a  genius,  who  had 
come  to  the  afliftance   of  the   unhappy 
king  of  Cachemir;    and  they   did   nofr 
doubt   that   he    would    have   fucceeded 
alone,  in  repelling  the  troops  of  the  £m«- 
peror,   if  be  had  not  faUen  under  the  en*' 
ehantments   of  Mahmoud,   whofe  power 
was  fuperior  to  his.     I  learned,  alfo,  with' 
pleafure,  that  this  black  was  no  longer  at 
Cachemir.      Satisfied    with     having    re- 
venged himfelf  on  the  children  of-AbdoulV. 
he  had  fet  out  on   fome  new  enterprife ;. 
the  fuccefs  of  which,  the  poifeffion  of  the' 
ring  no  doubt  fecured.    They  fpoke,  like- 
wife,  of  the  poor  Zulma:  Una,  mare  un* 
happy  than  myfclf,  could  not  learn   what 
was  become  of  me ;  fhe  fent  every  day  to^ 
the  aged  HaflTan,  to  know  if  he  had  beards 
any  thing  of  Noureddin  and    Ziilma:  u. 
purfe  of  gold  was  promifed,  by  her,  ta 
any  one  who  could  inform  her  where  we 
were.      The  flaves    mightily    wifhed  to 
have  gained  this  fum :    1  heard  one  oi 
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theiDj  who  at  that  moment  was  arranging. 
my  crib,  fay  to  his  comrade — "Why  can- 
*^  not  I  lay  hold  of  this  Zulma,  as  I  now 
^*  doofthisafs?  I  fwear  to  you,  lolof^ 
*^  that  I  (hould  take  more  pleafure  in^ 
'^  leading  her  to  the  Princefs^,  than  in' 
"  pbfiefling  the  fum  which  fhe  promife^ 
**  for  a  reward  I" — Alas  I  I  would  have 
fpoken  to  him;  but  I  could  only  bray :: 
and  this  I  did  in  fo  lamentable  a  manner,, 
that  the  flave  ftruck  me;  faying — ^"  Hold 
•*  your  tongue,  you  vile  beaft,  you  can- 
"  not  tell  me  where  Zulma  and  Nou- 
*^  reddin  are  I"  I  was  filent;  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  unkind  treafmenty  licked  his- 
kand,  in  acknowledgment  of  his  attach- 
ment to  Una.  He  feemed  aifeSed  witb 
this;  and,  from  that  moment,  took  me 
into  friendfhip :  my  crib  and  my  litter 
were  provided  firft;  I  was  curried  with 
more  care  .  • ,.  •  befides,  all  vanity  alide, 
you  may  have  remarked,  Signor,  that,  for 
an  afs,  I  had  a  diftinguifhed  figure:  the 
length  of  my  ears ;  my  tail  fmooth  as 
^afs;    agreeably     mottled;   my    black 
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nofcj  and  my  four  white  feet;  rendered* 
tne,  in  truth,  one  of  the  handfomeft  beafts^ 
of  my  kind.  I  heard  them  frequently 
remark  thefe  circumHances,  around  me; 
they  looked  on  me  with  admiration  :  butf 
l.protcft,  Signor,  that, I  never  felt  vain- 
on  thefe  accounts.  However,  I  was  plea- 
f4;d  at  the  circuraftance :  becaufe  fome- 
thing  told  my  heart,  that  fuch  diftinflion 
might  not  be  ufelefs;  and  you  will  foon 
find,  that  this  foreboding  of  mine  did  not; 
deceive  me. 

"  One  day,  Signor,  while  I  flood  tied 
to  my  crib  and,  liltening,  as  ufual,  to  the 
difcourfe  around  me,  I  heard  the  flave, 
who  had  taken  me  under  his  proteflion,. 
fay  to  fome  ftranger — "  Yes^  Signor,  l 
'^  am  going  to  fliew  you  the  very  pearl  o£ 
^^  afles !  I  am  perfuaded  that  (he  is  as 
^^  fagacious  as  fhe  is  handfome,  and  of 
"  this  you  fhall  be  prefently  convinced/'- 
Saying  this,  be  conduced  the  ftranger  to- 
where  I  was;  let  me  loofe,  by  his  order}; 
and  made  me  pace  round  the  ftable,     Ign 
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norant  to  whom  I  was  about  to  belong ; 
and  whether  my  fate  would  not  be  lefs 
pjeafant  than  in  this  fiable,  where  I  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  eat  and  liften; 
'  dreading,  befides,  more  than  death,  being 
carried  to  fome  diftant  fpot,  where  I 
could,  gain  no  intelligence,  or  perhaps 
even  forced  to  leave  Cachemir — I  had,  at 
firft,  an. idea  of  appearing  reflive,  that  I 
might  prejudice  againft  me  him  to  whom 
they    were    deiirous    of    recommending 

me Good  Heavens,  of  what  a  plea«w 

fure  was  I  about  to  deprive  myfelf!     If 
was  juft  going  to  take  a  jerk,  when  my 
guide  added-^^'  Look,  Signor,  if  that  is  1 
*^  not  a  fit  faddle  beaft  for  a  Princefs^ 
"and  one  which  will  dO;honour  to  your  r 
"  choice.   For  my  part,  I  (ball  very  much. / 
"  rejoice  at  our  good  Princefs  Una.pof-* 
".  feffing.  fuch  a  noble  beaft." — I  could: 
hardly  believe  what  1  heard;  and,  in  the  - 
joyful  idea  of :  again  beholding  Una,  of- 
belonging  to  her,  I  could  not  forbear  a- 
cjry  and   a  leap  for   joy,   which  might 
hftv.e  been  of  fopie  difadvantagc  to  mej^: 
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if  the  good  flave  had  not  thought-  of  in^ 
terpretinij  them  in  my  favour.  '*  Ob- 
"  ferve  her  intelligence,  Signor  Boflangi;. 
^^  does  (lie  not  feem  to  know thehonour 
"  which  is  defigned  for  her?"  I  now^(bt 
off,  at  firft  in  a  walk,  then  a  trot,  laftly  t 
gallop,  always  in  a  circular  dire&ion; 
like  a  horfe  (hewing  his  paces  at  the  rid« 
ing  fchooK  I  then  (lopped,  and  crouched 
down  at  the  feet  of  the  Boftangi,  in  token 
of  obedience.  He  wa^  truly  enchanted^ 
with  me;  praifed  the  (lave  for  having  fa 
well  trained  me— rthough^  indeed ^  hchadh: 
taken  but  little  pains  that  way:  but  L 
beard,  with  pleafure,  that  he  was  pro*> 
mifed  a  reward,  if  the  Princefs*  were 
pleafed  with  me;  and  I  was  well  a(rured 
that  I  (hould  gain  it  him.  It  was  agreed^ 
that  I' (hould  be  got  ready  by  the  next 
morning ;  and  that  I  was  to  be  adorned 
with  the  richeft  cloathing  which  the- Em- 
peror had  in  his  ftables.  That,  in  which 
you  juft  now  beheld  me  dre(red,  was- 
chofen ;  and,  while  fixing  it  on,  I  beard: 
my  kind  (lave  relate  to  his  comrades^,  that . 
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the  Princefs  Una,  finding  herfelf  a  little 
belter,  the  phyficians  had  ordered  her  to 
exercife  herfelf  an  hour  every  day,  by 
riding  an  afs,  in  the  gardens  of  the 
palace.  On  hearing  this,  the  Emperor 
inftantly  fetit  the  Boftangi  to  his  (tables, 
and  the  choice  had  fallen  on  me.  All 
agreed  that  I  deferved  it;  and  that  X  look- 
ed extremely  well  in  my  new  ornaments. 

'^  At  laft)  the  moment  fo  mi^ch  defired 
arrived.  One  of  the  eunuchs  of  the 
Princefs  came  for  me^  and  brought  ine^ 
before  the  door  of  her  apartments,  which 
looked  into  the  gardens.  I  trembled  with 
eibotion  and  impatience.  The  doidr 
opened;  and  I  beheld  my  fifter,  my 
friend,  the  bride  of  my  dear  Koureddin, 
leaning  on  the  arm  of  one  of  her  women. 
It  was  ho  longer  the  frefh  and  blooming 
Una,  who  carried  the  palm  from  all  the 
beauties  of  the  earth:  her  cheeks  were 
pale,  her  large  blue  eyes  were  without 
luftre;:but  how  infinitely  lovely  and  af- 
fedlng  did  fhe  appear,  deprefled  a&  fbe 
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was  by  illnefs,  defpifing  every  ornameivt,  • 
fince  fhe  had  loft  her  father  and  her  huf- 
band;  flie  was,  as  ypu  have  juft  beheld 
her,    enveloped   in  a  long    linen    robe- 
Her    fine    hair    fell    carelefsly    on    her* 
fhoulders;  '  but,    with  fome    furprife,   I. 
obferved  that  it  was  bound  above  with, 
that  ribbon,    the   lofs  of  which.  I  haxL* 
dreaded  fo  much. 

,\^  1   then,  fuppofed   that  fhe  did;  iv^r 
fu^peft  it's  virtue;  and,  that  fhe  wore  it  ^ 
only  in  remembrance  of  her  Zulma*     I 
huve  learned  fidire^    that   it  was  in    re-  ' 
nveipbr^nce    of    Noureddin.       He    had/ 
found  this   ribbon  among   my    cloaths;  . 
and,  recoUefting  it   for   that  which  be*-. 
Ipnged  to  the  ring — recalling,  Irkewife,.; 
the  laft  words  of  my  father — he  bound  it ; 
round  the    beautiful   hair    of  his   Una^,r 
when  he  was  departing   to  defend   her> 
making  her  promife,  that  fhe  would  con* 
ftantly  wear  it :  for  this  reafon^  fhe  had. 
DDl  fmce  removed  it  from  her  head. 
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The  excefs  of  my  emotion  had  caufed 
to  fall  on  my  knees,  at  the  moment  I 
eld  the  Princefs.  She  fuppdfed  I  did 
,  that  {he  might  mount  more  eafily  on 
back;  and,  patting  me  with  her  hand— 
This  afs,"  faid  (he,  "  is  nicely  capa- 
ifoned,  and  her  figure  pleafes  me 
auch!"  The  touching  found  of  her 
et  voice  penetrated  to  my  hcaft.  I 
i  down  myhead;  and  licked  her  ivory 
5  which  repofed  on  her  fandals :  and, 
m  (he  had  feated  herfclf,  happy  in 
ring  this  dear  and  precious  burden, 
:ontributing  to  reftoreJher  to  health,  I 
off  with  a  light  and  eafy  ftep.     With- 

giving  ;her  the  trouble  to  gaide  me, 
:arried  her  through  the  moft  1hady 
ks;  halted  under  the  cinnamon  ^treefi, 
.  citron  bowers,  that  (he  might  inhale 
ir  fweet  odours;,  and  gently  (looped 
ore  flowering  rofei  and  jeifamine^, 
tflie  might  gather  them.  In  Ihort,  I 
dered  myfelf  fo  agreeable  to  the  Prin- 
s,  that  flie  exclaimed,  carefling  me-^ 
\miable  beaft,  with  you  . I  enjoy  tKe 
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**  firft  moments  of  pleafure  that  I  have 
*«  tafted  for  a  long  time, — Oh,  Noureddinl" 
added  ihe,  (bedding  tears ;  ^'  you  once 
*'  conduced  me  through  thefe  flowery  ar- 
^^  hours,  and  I  have  breathed  their  delight* 
**  ful  fragrance  with  you !"  At  the  name  of 
Noureddin,  and  the  leaTs  of  Una,  I 
turned  my  head  towards  her,  fighing 
deeply;  flie  obferved  that  my  eyes  were 
likewife  filled  with  tears. — "  Trulyi" 
continued  (he,  '^  one  would  think  tbaPt 
^^  this  afs  comprehends  me ;  and,  that  (be 
"  is  fenfible  of  my  forrows.**  I  nodded  my 
bead  in  token  of  the  affirmative  :  but, 
ihe  either  did  not  notice  the  a6lion,  dr 
did  not  comprehend  it ;  for,  Jhe  faid  no 
more.  She  prefently  after  difmounted-; 
and  told  her  eunuch  to  take  the  greateft 
care  of  me,  and  to  bring  me  at  the  fame 
hour  the  next  day.  Before  ihe  left  me, 
(be  gathered  a  banc^ful  of  fweet  herbs ^ 
and,  prefenting  them  to  me  with  her  fair 
hand — "  He«v  ^^^d  flie  to  me,  "  be- 
**  loved  beaft,  you  have  done  me  good^ 
^*  and  I  0aghi  ito  reward  you  !'* 
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**  I  devoured  with  eagernefs,  what  flie 
prcfented  to  me,  endeavouring  to  exprefs 
my  fecHngs  by  my  looks.  Before  I  quit- 
ted her  I  kneeled  down,  and  again  licked 
her  feet. 

"  The  next  morning,  I  teftified,  at  the 
Hable,  as  well  as  I  could,  my  deGre  to 
return  where  I  had  been  the  day  before ; 
and,  when  the  eunuch  came  for  me,  I  fet 
oflF  in  a  gallop,  and  was  hrft  at  the  garden 
gate,  which  I  repeatedly  kicked  with  im- 
patience. As  foon  as  it  was  opened,  I 
flew  through  the  garden,  fwift  as  light- 
ning.  I  was  prefently  under  the  windows 
of  the  Princefs ;  and  called  her,  by  cries 
ib  loud  and  repe?>ted,  that  1  made  all  the 
'Haves  laugh  heartily.  Una,  notwith- 
ftanding  her  grief,  could  fcarcely  forbear 
fmiling,  when  they  defcribed  my  impa- 
tience to  fee  her  again.  She  tnight, 
indeed,  have  gueffed  it,  by  the  manner 
in  which  I  went  round  her,  licking  her 
xloaths,  and  leaping  for  joy.  *'  You 
^  love  me  then,   good  bead,"    faid  flic 
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lo  me,  patting  mc  foftly  on  the  n 
*■  I  owe  voii  mv  thanks  for  your  a 
*•  lion  ;  it  is  fo  pleating  to  be  loved, 
*•  I'o  wretched  not  to  be  To." 

'*  A  thought  now  fcemcd  to  ftrik< 
fancv:  the  was  lilcnt  for  a  moment; 
ihen.iurnint:  to  the  eunuch,  ftie  enqi 
if  I  hdil  a  njme,  as  it  wa$  cuflomai 
givf  i>ne  to  the  beaits  belonging  ti 
St'lum.     He  aniuered  ihit.  a?  ret,  '. 


no:i(-,  having  been  but  a  ;hcy 

time  ii 
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**  From  the  moment  (he  had  pro-* 
nounced  it,  rivers  of  tears  flowed  from  my^ 
eyes ;  I  fighed  deeply,  at  having  •  na 
means  to  exprefs  what  I  felt :  my  d^re  to 
fpeak  was  fo  great,  that  I  repeatedly  at-^ 
tempted  it;  but  I  could  merely  form  the 
rough  tones^of  an  a&,  and  my  braying  wai 
the  x>nly  thing  about  Me  that  the  Princefs 
feemed  unable  to  bear.  It  afFeded  her 
delicate  nerves  c  (he,  therefore,  placed 
her  charming  hand  on  my  mouth ;  faying' 
to  me — *'  Hold  your  noife,  good  Zulma# 
^^  Ah !  if  I  had  been  able  to  give  youy 
**  with  that  hame,  the  fweet  voice  of  her 
^*  who  bore  it,  what  pleafure  fliould  I 
^^  take  in  hearing. you!'*  Iwasinftantly 
filent;  but  never,  till  then,  did  I  experience 
how  fweet  is, the  gift  of  fpeech,  or  how 
dreadful  it. is  to  be  unable  to  exprefs  the 
feelings  with  whigh  one's  heart  is  over- 
Bowing.  I  fucceeded,  however,  in  making 
myfclf  comprehended,  on  a  point  very 
eifential  to  niy  happinefs.  When,  after  a 
journey  longer  and  more  s^reeable  even 

•vol;  u  f 
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than  the  day  before,  I  was.  going  to  be 
taken  back  to  the-  (table,  I  fighed  fo 
plaintively;  I  clung,  with  fuch  vigoar, 
to  the  fide  of  Una;.  1  looked  on  her  witl^ 
fach  tendernefs  and  expreffion :  (he  clear'* 
ly  comprehended,  that  I  did  not  wi(h  to  be 
Separated  from  her.  ^^  You  then  ar^  un* 
^  willing  to  leave iie,  good  Zulma?  Aht 
^  you  are  much  in  the  right,  we  ought 
^  never  to  part  with  thofe  we  love."  She 
then  gave  orders  to  place  me  in  a  room 
belonging  to  the  baths,  which  opened 
into  the  gardens  and  communicated  with 
her  apartment.  She  deigned  even  to  fee, 
berfelf,  that  I  wanted  nothing:  (he  caufed 
my  litter  to  be  prepared,  and  my  crib  was 
filled  in  her  prefence*  When  quitting 
me,  (he  gave  me  a  kifs  on  die  forehead; 
faying---^*  Farewell,  2ulma,  till  to-mor- 
^'  row.** 

^<  Oh  t  how  can  I  defcribe  what  I  felt. 
It  was  thus  that  the  tender  Una  feparated 
in  the  evening  from  her  Zulma,  during  the 
felicitous  times  when  they  lived  together, 
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thought  together,  aiid  could  communicate 
their  thoughts  to  each  other.  Alas !  more 
liappy  than  Una,  even' in  my  change,  I  at 
leaft  knew  that  I  was  with  her,  I  enjoyed 
her  friendfliip,  her  kindnefs,  but  Una 
i^oold  only  feel  regret:  hdr  heart  alone 
informed  her,  that  I  was  indeed  her  Zul- 
ma,  the  idea  had  never  preiented  itfelf  to 
her  imagination.  She,  at  lengthy  begaii  to 
pafs  moft  of  her  time  with  me :  ihe  re- 
gained for  whole  days,  in  the  garden,  in 
Hiy  company ;  and,  though  doubtful  whe- 
ther I  could  underftand  her,  and  well  af- 
fured  that  I  could  not  anfwer  her,  fhe 
iieverthelefs  found  a  kind  of  pleafure  in 
fpeakirig  to  me  of  her  forrows,  ancji  the 
objeft  of  her  love  :  it  was  only  fpeaking 
-efhim;  and,  at  leaft,  I  could  not  betray 
-her.  But  how  much  did  I  fuffer^  it^ 
having  no  meiins  of  confoling  and  aflur- 
ing  her;  when  I  beard  her  exprefs  doubts 
of  bur  exiftence,  and  fometimes  even  of 
cur  attachndent.  "AhT*  would  (he  then 
lay,  *^  if  Noureddin,  if  Zulma  ftill  cxifted^ 
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^^  or  if  I  was  yet  beloved  by  them,  would 
^^  they  not  contrive  fome  means  to  fee 
^^  mC)  or  let  me  hear  of  them,  love  and 
^^  friendlhip  render  usfo  ingeniousP** 

• 

^*  You  may  guefs,  Signpr,  liow  my 
lieart  was  wrung  with  her  foft  complaints. 
It  appeared  to  me  that,  indeed,  I  deferved 
her  reproaches ;  and  that  I  ought  to  have 
contrived  fome  method  of  informing  Una 
of  our  defliny,  and  of  adminiftering  fome 
confolation  to  the  unhappy  Noureddim 
I  accufed  myfelf  of  negligence;  forget- 
ting, how  few  means  my  change  of  form 
left  in  my  power.  2  had,  for  example^ 
firft  thought  of  tracing  words  on  the 
ground  with  my  foot,  and  had  often  at- 
teinpted  it;  but,  exclufive  of  the  hoof  of 
an  s^fs  being  aukwardly  conftruded  for 
fuch  a  purpofe,  this  method  became  ab« 
{blutely  impracticable  in  the  gardens  of 
the  palace  of  Cachemir,  the  walks  of 
whicht  infte^ad  of  being  gravelled,  like 
gardens  in  general,  are  covered  with  lit^ 
tie  Hones  cf  diffei:cat  colours,  artfully^ 
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arranged  in  Mofaic.  I  was,  therefore^^ 
conftrained  to  relinquifh  this  plan ;  butv 
by  intenfe  riefle8ion  on  the  fubjetVy 
another  idea  (truck  me,  vhich.promifed 
better  fuccefs. 

^  Before  I  attempted  it,  I  wifhed  to  \fe 
affured  thac^  Noureddm  vra^  dill  in  the 
den  of  the  lion^,  which  vras  fituated  at 
the  end  of  the  immenfe  gardens  of  the 
feraglio.  Their  roarings  often  reached 
ITS ;  and  they  made  me  tremble  with- 
emotion,  and  the-  Prineefis  with  terror;- 
More  than  once,  I  had  galloped  up  t& 
the  thick  palifade^  \fhich  feparated  us^ 
fromthem^;  but  even  the  eye  could  not 
pierce  it :  it  was  partly  formed  aiid  orna* 
mented  with  the  impenetrable  foliage 
which  bordered  the  edge  of  the  den.  I 
thought  however  tbat^-  by  continually 
browfing  it,  I  might,  in  time,  make  an 
aperture  large  enough  to  enable  me  ta 
fee  my  poor  brother.  I,  therefore,  un- 
deitook  it  with  ardour;  and  as,  while  the 

^3 
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Princefs  dined)  they  let  me  wander  where 
I  pleafed,  according  to  her  orders,  I 
went  immediately  to  take  my  meal  at  the 
palifade,  which  I  would  very  willingly,  if 
poffible,  have  devoured  whole.  As  foon 
as  I  had  made  a  hole  large  enough  to  pafs 
my  head  through,  I  advanced  mirte  as  far 
as  poiSble,  and  looked  eagerly  into  the 
den.  Alas !  I  foon  difcovered,  and  re* 
colleded,  the  unfortunate  Noureddin,  by 
his  fine  mane,  which  almoft  reached  tiie 
ground;  and  ftill  more  by  the  fierce,  no* 
ble,  and  profoundfy  fad  air,  which  dif« 
tinguifhed  him.  The  other  lions,  befides^ 
were  walking  afar  off  in  the  ditch,  or  (leep* 
ing  in  their  retreats.  Noureddin,  alone^ 
couched  at  the  foot  of  a  palm  tree,  which 
ftood  by  the  gardens,  turned  not  once 
from.ihem  his  ardent  regards.  I  could 
not  forbear  braying,  in  the  foftefl  accent 
poflible:  Noureddin  raifed  his  eyes,  but 
recolleded  not  the  voice  of  Zulma,  and 
difdained  to  anfwer  me...  However,  I  faw 
him  rife,  incited  by  curiofity,  and  look 
intenfely  at  the  aperture  ^batl  hadip^de; 
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•nly,    perhaps,    becaufe  nothing   which 
pafled  on  the  fideofxhe  gardens  could  be^ 
indifferent  to  hiiti.     This  was  fufiicient  to* 
redouble  my  perfeyerance;  and  I  fet  to 
the  work  with  fuch  induftry  that,  by  con-*- 
fiantly  devouring  the  leaves,,  and-  break- 
ing the  branches  with  my  teeth,  I  wa^  at^ 
laft  enabled  to  pafs  entirely  thioagh  the 
palifadci.     I  now  dearly   faw,  that  thisi 
would  be  a  fource  of  pleafure  to  my  bro- 
ther^    Hecould^at  leaft,  look  into  the* 
garden ;  and^  from  that  mfoment,  a  ray  of 
hope  penetrated:  my,  hearts    He  feemed 
to  thank  Bie,  by  hii^  Softened  voice  and« 
look,  and  geody  lafbkig  bis  fides  with  hk 
tail.     I  endeavoured^  on  my  fide,  to  make 
fafm-  comprehend  that  I  would  not  ftot>^ 
here.     I  turned  my  head  towards  the  pa- 
lace,,  and  began  to  foray;  attempting  to 
pronounce  the  mim^  of  Una.    This  kind 
of  communication,    imperfe£l  as  it  was,^ 
with  a  brodier  fo  tenderly  beloved,  and  the 
idea  of  affording  fome  confolation  to  hi» 
£|rrowS|  infpiredmy  heart  with  the  pur-*- 
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eft  pleafure.  Ah !  if  I  had  only  been  able 
to  make  him  (hare  it;  to  haveexclaimed-<«* 
^f  I  am  your  fifter^  your  Zulma,  and  will 
^^  be  the  means  of  your  feeing  thc.be- 
>'  loved  Una  I" 

ff 

<^  This  lad  idea  mo  ft  forcibly  ftruck 
my  fancy.  I  went  in  fearch  of  her,  on  a 
full  gallop,^  thinking  only  of  re-unitin{ 
them. 

^^  I  met  Una  in  the  wsilka,  wbo>  was 
looking  for  me:  I  prefented  to  be f  -ay 
back,  and  made  a  fign  to  place  berfelf 
on  it.  My  impatience  difcovered  itfeff 
in  my  eyes,  in  all  my  motiofis.  Una 
fmiled  at  obferving  it;  and  faid,  while  ibe 
careffed  me—"  What  is  the  matter,  ^6od 
^^  Zulma  ?  what  do  you  want  ?  would  not 
**  any  one  fay,  that  you  know  where  my 
f'  Noureddin  is,  and  that  you  were  de» 
*^  firous  of  conducing  me  to  him?" 


^^  This  pleafing.  idea  exalted  her  in^ 
agination,  and  renewed  her  grief:    (he 
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ffied  a  fern  tears;  then,  railing  her  en^ 
chanting  voice,  (he  fung  extemporaneous^^ 
ly,  after  her  ufual  manner- 
Kind  Zulma,  iiQce  my  cruel  fate* 
Thou  feemeft  to  commiferate ; 
Cohvey  me,  freely,  where  Inclin'd  :- 
And,  oh  1  if  poflible,  Noureddin  find. 


Where'er,  Noureddin  breathes,  I'd-  fly !— 

O  Love !  to  guide  me  thither,  deign : 
Ike 'me  behold  him,  and  then  diel — 

Love  know3  too  much  .^ . .  and  I  muft  not  complaint 

Kind  Zulma,  &c.. 


Yet,  dying,  would  I,  o'er  and  o*er. 
To  the  dear  obje^  of  affe6lion  fay:«-* 

•*  For  thee  I  live,  whom  I  adore; 

And,  wkhout  thee,  Noureddin,  hate  the  day  !** 

Kind  Zulmai  &c 


•^  At  thefe  accernts,  with  which  Love, 
doubtlefs,  had  infpired  her,  and  which  he 
had  rendered  fo  afFe£ting,  I  could  no 
longer  reftrain  myfelf;  and,  without 
ihinking    of   the    terror    which    I    was^i 
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about  to  caufe  her,  I  fet  off,  as  fwift  as 
poiffible,  towards  the  den*  Una,  abforb* 
ed  in  thought,  let  me  go  where  I  would.^ 
I  arrived  at  the  breach  I  had  formed;  I 
paffed  through  it;  {he  raifed  her  eyes, 
and  beheld  herfelf,  with  terror  and  fur* 
prife,  at  the  edge  of  the  den  in  which 
were  the  lions.  He,  whom  I  came  to  feek, 
was  no  longer  there.     I  Brayed  with  all 

my  might he  arrives,  on  hearing 

my  cries:  he  looks Great  God! 

I  think,  I  ftill  hear  the  terrible  roarings 
with  which  he  "made  the  air  refound.  I, 
fee  him  ftill  coming  forward,  as  if  he 
wifhed  to  throw  himfelf  on  Una;  who, 
trembling,  difmayed,  vainly  endeavoured 
lo  make  me  turn  back:  and,  at  laft,. 
threw  herfelf  off,  and  fled  into  the  garden,, 
uttering  loud  Ihrieks.  Alas !  flie  little 
thought  that  fhe  was  flying  from  her  Nou*- 
reddin;  that  beloved  and  fo  much  re- 
gretted hufband.  We  wiflied,.  both  of  us^ 
to  recal  her;  but,  inftead  of  pronouncing 
•*  Una,  dear  Una!"  we  could  only  utter,, 
each  after  our  kind^  frightful  cries,  which. 
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iflcreafed  btr  terror,    and  the  Ipeed  oP 
htr  flight;  I  beheld  my  unhappy  brother^  ► 
as  fdon  as  he  had  loft  fighf  of  ^the  welK 
•beloved  oF  hi^  hearty  again  faH  into  the 
btnrid  gloom  of  defpait.  For  me,  Signory... 
embarraflbd-'at  the  Hi  rdccefs'  of  my  im-  - 
prudent  fcheme,   I  deeply  repented  my 
not  having  informed  Una  of  iny  fate.     It 
vas  a  fault,  indeed,  which  my  being  an  ^ 
afs  can  alone  exeufe« :  As  I  could  not  too  ' 
foon  repair  it,    fince   I  had    found   the 
means;  I  bliftened,  onr  my ■  rcttlrn  to  the 
palace,  to  begin  what  I  had  contrived, 
I  met  the  Princefs,  dill  much  alarmed^  - 
who  fcolded  me 'for  having  expofi^d  her  to 

fuch  danger "It  is  not,*'  faid  (he, 

^  that  I  fear  death;  without  <Noureddin>*, 
"  and  Zulma,  life  is  only  a  burden  to  me; 
•*  but  I  would  die  by  my  griefs,  and  not 
"  by  the  murderous  jaws  of  a  wild  beaft : 
"and  yourfelf,  (illy  animal,  you  would 
**  not  haVe  been  fpared !  What  a  fuperb 
"  and  terrible  lion  he  was!  Hhs  very 
•*^  looks  feemed  already  to  devour  me! 

E.G.- 
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^f  He  wifhed  to  have  efcaped  from  ihp 

"  den I  wonder,  too,"    added   fhfy 

<*  who  has  broken  tbepalifade!  it  (haj^ 
**  however,  be  replaced  by  a  thick  wall^ 
**  which  will  feparate  us  more  fecur^ly 
*^  from  fuch  a  dangerous  neighbo^o 
•♦  hood." 


J . 


^^  Well  aflured  {he  would  change  ^her 
tone,  I  let  her  gp  on,  and  iet  to  work* ,;  ^ 

*^  There  had  been  affigned  to  me,  for 
my  gambols  and  my  food,  a  large  piece 
of  pafture  ground,  which  extended  the 
whole  length  of  the  apartments  ofi  the 
Princefs.  It  was  there  that  dear  friend, 
whofe  heart  already  acknowledged  me, 
amufed  hecfelf  in  feeing  me.  feed  and 
fport  about.  I  undertook  to  browfe  the 
grafs  inform  of  letters;  it  required  all 
the  zeal  of  a  friend,  and  the  dull  patience 
of  an  afs,  to  fticceed  in  fuch  an  attempt. 
I,  therefore,  grazed  it clofe  to  thegrpundi 
imitating,  with  my  teeth  and  tongue,  the 
ihape  of  the  letters  which  I  wiihed  to 
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Ibrm. '  Una,  fatigued  with  her  fright,  was 
aboul  retiriiyg  to  her  apartments :  before 
her  departure^  however,  fihe  noticed  mei^ 
I  was  feeding  on  the  herbage  of  my  tur^ 
with  an  eagernefs  which  ftruck  her— •• 
"  You  feem  very  hungry,  good  Zulma," 
laid  Ihe^  to  me,  ^^  eat,  araufe  yourfelf : 
**  you  are  not,  like  me,  deprived  of  ati 
"  th^  obj^£ls  deareft  to  your  heart."  She 
fighed,  and  kft  me. 

•  . .     ■     .  - 

.  "-I  ccMitinued  my  work  with  ardour; 
at  laft,  after  many  hou'ts,  I  fucceeded  im 
tracing,  very  diftinftly,  thefe  words  in  the 
middle  of  my  turf — 

Una  1  the  lot  of  thofc  you  lore,  here  fee,  :— 
Noureddin  is  a  lion;  Zulina,.me». 

"  I  removed  a  few  fieps,  to  judge  of 

e  eflfefl  of  my  labour;  it  was  perfeft, 

d  left  me  nothing  to  fear.  "  For  once,** 

dl  tomyXelf,  "Una will  have  no  reafon 

o  complain,  that  friendfliip  has  not  ren^ 

eced  me  ingenious*!' 
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"Proud  of  my  fuccefs,  impatient  tb 
xeftore  to  my  Una  both  Irer  lover  and  her 
friend,  1  called  her  repeatedly  and  loud- 
ly. At  hearing  this  noife,  ihe  opened  heir 
-cafement ;  I  did  not  leave  off  brayingi 
and  ftriking  the  ground  with  my  foot. 
She  came  out:  I  went  before  her,  led  her 
by  her  robe,  and  conduQ^d  her  near  my- 
work.  She  obferved  it,  reacf,.  and  ex- 
claimed—" Ob,  powc<*ful  Alia  f  •  2illitui, 

^  Noureddin,   can  it  be  true ?" I' 

obferved  her  feet  bend  under  her,  and  (he 
prefently  fell  fepfelefs  on  the  turf ...... 

I  could  neither  raife  her,  nor  give  her 
affiftance,  I  could  only  bedew  her  with^ 
my  tears.  She,  at  laft,  recovered;  and, 
looking  around  her,  threw  her  fair  arms 
about  my  neck — "  Ah,  Zulma,  Zulma!" 
faid  fhe;  "my  fitter,  my  friend;  with  re- 
•*  gard  to  you,  my  heart  has  never  de- 
"  ceived  me— But  Noureddin,   can  that 

**  bepoffible? Alas,  yes!  I  doubt 

*^  it  not.     I  miftook,  for  terror,  theenib- 

•*  tion  which  feized  me'in  fight  of  him  1..'. 

.   *^  .,..  Oh!  Noureddin  J  dear  Noureddiaj 
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^^  fince,  at  length,  I  find  thee  again,  it 
*'  matters  little  under  what  form  !'* 

**  Then,  fwifter  than  lightnings  and  love 
infpiring  her  with  ftrength,  I  beheld  her 
fly  towards  the  den;  I  followed,  and 
found  her  already  leaning  on  the  edge^ 
calling  to  her  dear  Noureddin. 

^^  I  had  been  employed  a  long  time  in 
forming  thofe  words ;  it  was  now,  there* 
fore,  aPmoft  dark^  and  the  lions  had  re« 
tired  to  their  cells:  Noureddin,  alohe^ 
was  ftill  wandering  in  the  den,  refleding 
grievoufly  on  the  terror  which  he  had  oc- 
caHoned  his  Una.  However,  he  con- 
fidered  himfelf  a  ftep  nearer  happinefs,. 
by  having  feen  her,  and  derived  from  it 
fome  confola'tion.  He  thought,  likewife^ 
of  that  intelUgent  and  ferviceable  afsy 
who  might,  perhaps,  be  his  Zulma.  Hia 
own  change  of  form,  rendered  mine  not 
improbable;  and  he  now  hardly  doubted 
that,  like  btm,  I  was  the  viBim  of  the 
cracL  enchanter ;  but  he  had  fpared  Una,. 
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ffae  fiUl  exHled  in  all  her  charms  •••••  AKf 
yes,  without  doubt,  life  exifts;  (he  knows 
him,  is  fearching  for  him,  calls  him  :  he 
hears  that  fweet  voice  repeat  the  name  of 
Noureddin;  he  runs,  it  is  her,  ithUbaj 
who  no-  longer  flies  from- him;  and  who j 
with  arms  extended,  her  body  leaning 
forwards,  feems  ready  to  throw  herfelf  in 
the  den,  to  join  again  her  Iftifband.  I 
held  her  forcibly,  by  her  robe,  with  my 
teeth^;  fearing  much^  for  her  fake, .  the 
other  lions,  who  were  truly  fuch,  or  the 
arrival  of  the  keepers. 

.  **  Noureddin  endeavoured,  by  many 
(igns,  to  exprefs  to  her  the  excefsof  his 
joy,  and  his  wifhes  for  her  to  day.  She 
comprehended  him  at  laft,  and  fat  down 
on  the  edge  of  the  den.  She  wiflied,  at 
lead,  to  fpeak  to  him ;  but,  too  remote  to  ' 
be  heard  without  calling  loudly,  {he  had 
rccourfe  to  writing.  I  fee  her  rife  fud*i 
denly,  gather  fomc  large  leaves  from  the 
palm-tree  which  was  planted  at  the  bottom! 
of  the  den;  and  the  fummit  of  which  wa» 
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hear,  the  paflage  I  had  made  oulofthe 
gardens. 

^  ^^  She  takes  a  pencil,  which  (he  ufually 
carried  about  her,  and  which  had  ferved 
to  trace  her  tender  complaints,,  and  the 
expreffipn  of  her  forrows;  it  now  con- 
duces^ to  a  more  pleafing  purpofe.  She 
traces,  on^the  leaves  fhe  has  gathered,  the 
Ieeling3  of  her  joy  and  happinefs.  She 
makes  a  packet  of  them,  aikl  wifbes  to 
throw  it  to  Noureddin;  but,  fearing  that 
the:  winds  mfgjte  difperfe  them,  fhe  in- 
.cloTes  tjh^m^  .  and.  ties  them  with  the  pre- 
cious, ribjbon  which  encircled  her  head, 
and  fanned  her  fecurity.. 

<*  I  law  heK  detach  it,  with  dread,  and 
vainly  endeavoured  to  prevent  the 
adioa :  at  that  moment,  Noureddin  alone 
reigned  in-  her  mind. 

"  The  packet,  is  tied ;  fce  throws  it 
down,  and  it  falls  at  the  feet  of  my  bro« 
tbcr.^  JHe.fei^es  it;  unties  it  expeditiouily 
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with  bis  teeth  and  claws;  be  kifles,  with 
rapture^   the    ribbon   vbich  be  has  juft 
feen  adorn  the  beautiful  hair  of  Una.  He 
no  longer  recolleds  it  for  that  of  our  fa« 
ther;   but  it  is  enough,  that  it  had  be^*^ 
longed  to  Una^  that  it  was  prefented  hj^ 
Una,  to  become  dear  to  him,  and  to  be 
preferved  as. a  precious  gift;  he  therefore^ 
began,  by  placing  it  on  his  mane,  before 
he  even  attempted  to  read  what  was  writi** 
ten  on  the  palm  leaves* 

;     "^  You  have  llitely  &eH^  Sire,  the  cficft^ 
that  the  ribbon  tied  to  my  neck  has  pro^ 
duced  on  me;  it  had  no  fooner  touched 
that  of  Noureddin,  than  the  enchantmentr 
ceafed,  and  he  refumed  his  natural  form. . 
I  fliall  not  fpeak,  Signor,  of  our  raptures, 
at  this  fight,  they  are  incapable  of  being 
defcribed*^    How  bitterly  did  I  refleft  on 
ntyfelf,  for  never  having  once  thought 
that  this  ribbon  might  be  the  means  of  de- 

ftroying  enchantment ! or,  rather,  . 

from  that  moment,  I  regarded  both  my 
own  change,  and  this  forgetfulnefs,  as  a... 
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juft  punifhment  for  my  want  of  faith,  and 
tny  inattention  to  the  laft  proofs  of  my  fa- 
ther's tendernefs.  But  Heaven,  no  doubt, 
was  appeafed,  (ince  Noureddin  was  now 
reftored  to  us. 

**  Una  threw  hcrfcif  on  her  knces>  hef 
eyes  and  hands  raifed  towards  heaven :  fhe 
was  offering  up  thanks  for  her  happinefs; 
I  was  fretting,  becaufe  I  could  only  bray ; 
and  Noureddin  was  endeavouring  to  get 
up  to  us.  He  prefently  climbed  to  the 
top  of  the  pa]m#ee;  and,  from  thence^ 
fpringing  with  violence,  h^  fell  at  the 
feet  of  Una,  and.  could  juft  pronounce 
that  loved  name,  ever  prefent  to  his 
thoughts.  He  covers  her  hand  with  his 
kifles  and  tears;  Una  pailionately  em- 
braces him,  and  he  fits  down  by  her. 

"  "  How  many  things  had  they  to  fay  I 
and  how  much  was  their  attention  occu- 
pied, at  firft,  with  the  poor  Zulma!  Una 
relates  to  Noureddin  the  ingenious 
means  which  I  had  ufed,  to  inform  her  of 
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our  change ;  ^^  and  I  doubt  not,"  added 
flie,  ^^that  this  ribbon  will  reftoreher, 
"  likewife,  to  her  natural  form.  Try  it, 
^^  dear  Noureddin :  I  long  again  to  em- 
^^  brace  the  real  Zulma;  after  whicti^ 
^^  you  will  inform  me  of  what  I  am  at 
*^  prefent  ignorant,  the  caufe  of  your 
^  being  reduced  to.  this  ftate.** 

"  While  (he  thus  fpoke,  flic  was  dc*- 
taching  the  ribbon  from  my  brother*! 
neck,  and  I  was  impatiently  Jioldtng  oulf 
mine.  t 

"  AlasI'  Slgnor,  as  (he^ remained  it,  the 
enchantment  of  the  ring  began  to  operater 
and  Noureddin  again  became  a  lion.  We 
were  thus  convinced, .  by  frequent  tff|alS| 
that  we  were  not  yet  fo  happy  as  we 
had  hoped;  and,  that  the  ribbon  only  re- 
ftoredithe  natural  form  to  the  perfon  who 
wore  it.  I  could  not,  I  confefs,  forbeas 
Ihedding  torrents  of  tears,  on  refle&ing 
that  I  was  for  ever  deprived  of  fweet 
convcrfe  with  my  brother,  and  that  wa 
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were   condemned  to  rexiiain    beafts  by 
turns. 

"  I  likewife  well  forefaw,  that  mine 
would  ofteneft  recur:  Una  ptaifed,  fo 
kigbly,  niy  charming  figure  as  an  afs;  my 
fuperior  intelligence ;  which  this  ibrm 
too,  by  contraft,  rendered  more  ftriking; 
Hiy  patient  looks !  Indeed,  I  believe,  this 
tijne,  (he  felt  reconciled  to  my  rough 
voice,  which  before  was  fo  difpleafing  to 
her;-  (he  was,  on  the  contrary,  fo  terrified 
at  the  lion's  form,  that  I  clearly  forefaw 
Noureddin  would  wear  the  ^bbon  more' 
frequfently  >  than  myfelf.  Of  this,  how- 
ever, I  fhould  never  have  complained :  I 
could  not  enjoy  fielicity,  purchafed  at  the 
expence  of  his.  I  was  infinitely  more 
bappy  at  feeing  Noureddin,  than  in  being 
Zulma.  I  began,  be  fides,  to  perceive 
thai  it  is  a  life  pleafant  and  eafy  enough^ 
to  be  a.beaft;  and,  of  my  woman's  eftate^ 
I  only  regretted  the  power  of  talkingw^ 
But  I  poffefled,  at  leaft,  that  of  hearing; 
and^  I  liftened,  with  pleafure^  to  Una 
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and  N'oureddin's  arrangenpent  of  a  plan 
for  eloping  this  very  night.  They  had 
found  each  other,  and  were  defirous  to 
be  no  more  feparated. 

*'  Circumftancesy  befides,  favoured 
them:  the  Emperor  was  not  at  Cachemjrj 
a  revolution  in  hrs  kingdom  of  China^.- 
iiad  obliged  him  to  return  thither.  Dut^ 
ing  his  abfence,  the  guard  of  the  palace 
was  much  negleded.  His  friend  Mah« 
moud,  the  pofleffor  of  the  ring,  aBifted 
him  in  conquering  the  rebels^  They 
were  now,  hpwever,  both  on  theif  return 
to  Cacbemir,  and  it  was  neceflary  to  fly 

before  theit  arrival. 

* 

"  We  agreed,  therefore,  on  fetting  out 
immediately.  Nonreddin  retained  the 
lion's  forn>,  that  he  might  force  the  door 
of  the  garden;  and  likewife,  to  intimi-^ 
xiate  thofe  who  would  otherwife  have 
ftopped  us.  I  was  willing  to  remain  aa 
afs,  that  I^.  might  carry  Una.  She  tied^ 
with  care^  the  prceious  libboo  axouad. 
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lier  head^  and  could  not  fupprefs  a  fighy 
while  cafting  her  lad  look  on  the  palace : 
ijie  peaceful  feat  of  her  happy  infancy ; 
where  (he  had  been  cherifhed  by  a  father^ 
adored  by  her  beloved  Ncrareddin ;  where 
fte  had  pafled  fo  bright  ^nd  pleafant  an 
"Cxiftence!  But^  a  glance  thrown  on  her 
noble  guide^  and  her  humble  companion, 
-eofi&led  4fier  for  what  flic  lelinquilhed 
to  £utlow.  tlienu 

**  ItuwaiTcariy  midnight,  when  we  had 
|)afled  Ihnmgh  the  gates  of  Cacbemin 
Wc  travelled  for  nearly  twelve  hours^ 
without  (lopping ;  except  to  gather  fome 
fruit,  which  this  climate  produces  in 
abundaiTce,  and  which  Noureddin  brought 
•feD  his  Una :  for  my  part^  I  found  food 
every  where. 

^  As  foon  as  we  had  got  into  the  open 
country^  and  were  far  enough  from  every 
habitation,  my  brother,  envying  me  the 
pleafure  of  bearing  his  Una,  ihe  placed 
faerfelf  on  idvh  ^^^  ^^  ^^  nwie,  fprrad 
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under  her,  formed  a  cuQiion.  I  followed 
them,  grazing  the  fine  pafture  a  little  by 
the  way;  and  we  thus  travelled  very 
agreeably,  till  the  increafing  heat  of  the 

day  obliged  us  to  halt. 

I 

^  The  place,  befides,  was  inviting. 
We  were  in  the  midft  of  the  iqy^meafe 
forefts  which  furround,  like  a  girdle^,  tke 
beautiful  kingdom  of  Cacbemir;.  and 
now  found  ourfelves  in  a  little  plain,  Qt 
rather  glade,  entirely  inclofed.. by 'de^ 
woods, and  a  range  of  rocks  covered  with 
mofs.  Beneath  one  of  thefe,  we  found 
an  excavation,  forming  a  kind  of  natural 
grotto,  where  we  might  be  equally  fhel- 
tered  from  the  burning  heat^  and  from 
bad  weather.  Not  far  oSy  a  rivJiilet  of 
clear  and  rranfparent  water  formed  itfelf 
into  a  cafcade;  and,  afterwards,  mean- 
dered through  the  forefts,  beneath  lemon 
and  myrtle  bowers :  ancient  palqv  treeS) 
loaded  with  cocoas,  rofe  to  the-  clouds. 
The  date  tree,  the  mangola,  the  anana, 
offered  their  delicious  fruits j  as  well  as 
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many  other  trees  and  (hrubs,  known  only. 
in  the  fertile  kingdom  of  Cachemir, 

*•  The  Princefs  was  enchanted  with  the 
fituation.  She  fat  down  at  the  foot  of  a 
cedar,  on  the  ledge  of  a  rock;  and  her 
firft  thought,  her  firft  defire,  was,  as  may 
fae  fuppofed,  to  fee  again,  by  the  light  of 
the  day,  thofe  loved  features  which  fhe 
had  fo  long  loft  fight  of,  and  which  (he 
had  lately  contemplated  only  by  the  weak 
twilight  of  the  ftars« 

**  Several  times,  already,  in  the  courfe 
of.  our  journey,  had  fhe  wiflic^d  to  pafs 
the  ribbon  roHnd  one  of  us.  Nourcddin, 
however,  happy  in  bearing  her,  bppofed 
it;  and  myfelf  preferred  travelling  on 
four  legs,  and  partaking  of  the  delightful 
pafture :  but,  in  this  retreat,  both  of  us 
•equally  impatient  of  the  power  of  fpeak- 
ing  to  the  Princefs,  I  felt  fome  difficulty 
in  yielding  the  choice  to  love;  and,  by 
figns,  made  them  promire  that  I  flvould 
fdon  have  my  turn* 

yo-L.  u  o 
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^'  Noureddin,  trembling  with  delijght^ 
holds  out  his  head;  the  ribbon  is  pajBed 

round but,  what  aitonifhment!  what 

defpair! — it    produces    no    effect,    and 
Noureddin  remains  a  lion  I 

**  After  many  ufelefs  attempts,  Una 
naw  ties  it  on  me.  It  was  all  in  vainj 
and,  believing  it  had  \oDl  its  power,  (he 
wept  moft  bitterly* 

**  Tot  my  part,  Signor,  inftead  of  la* 
menting,  I  endeavoured  to  recal  to  my 
mindf  what  my  father  faid  to  me  when 
he  delivered  to  me  >the  ribbon;  and  which 
you  have  |)robaWy  forgot,  as  we  had 
done.  **//  ^ill  be  offome  fervice  to  yoUf 
*'  without  the  ring;  hU^  it's  efftH  is  only 
^*  during  the  nighL'* 

^*  Thefe  were  Tiis  words;  too  long, 
indeed,  effaced  from  my  memory :  it  was 
now  neceffary  to  recal  them  to  my  bro- 
ther, and  I  made  ufe  of  the  fame  means 
as  I  did  in  the  garden  of  the  palace*  I 
browfed  the  grafs  of  the  foreft,  while  my 
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^ndt .  were  grieving ;    and    infcribed, 
diftinfilyt  thefe  few  words^— 

**  A  Lioq,  with  the  rifiDg  fun ; 
^  Noureddin,  when  it's  race  is  run/* 

**  Una  read,  Una  comprelicnded  nie>^ 
and  hope  again  infpired  her  heart.  Nou- 
reddin,  likewife,  feemed  to  have  under- 
ftood  the  words  of  my  father;  for  he  laid 
down  calmly,  at  the  feet  df  Una^  i^tAnfely 
watching  the  fun's  decline.  . 

^*  As  foon  as  the  darknefs  announced 
to  us  it's  fetting,  Noureddin  arofe,  and 
bis  ardent  looks  were  fixed  on  the  ribbon, 
Una. was  already  ui>itying  it,  with  a  tremb- 
ling  hand;  and,  on  her  lovely  counte- 
luince,  were  exprefTed  the  fear  and  hope 
with  which  fhe  felt  alternately  agitated, 
Cerlath  of  fuccefs,  I  was  awaiting  calmly 
behind  her  the  pleafure  of  again  feeing 
ray  brother;  and  anticipated  that  of  con- 
ver&ng,  in  my  tunj,  with  my  friend.   The 

c  2 
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ribbon  if  placed  on  his  mane;  and  iik* 
ftantly,  Noureddin  is  at  the  feet  of  Uhat 
who  embraces  him,  tranfported  with  4ea- 
^ernefs  and  joy  f 

**  They,  at  laft,  convetfe  more  calmly; 
i^nd  agree  to  remain,  for  ever,  m  this 
unknown  and  obfcure  retreat,  wberd  the 
treacherous  Mahmoud,  and  the  En^eror^ 
^ere  not  likely  to  <K>me  in  rear<:h  of 
tbem^  «Una  otifervedy  juftly,  that  our 
unhappy  enchantment  would  prevent  ui 
from  living  together  in  any  inhabited 
place;  and  the  afiedionate  Una  wiibed 
no  more  to  be  feparated  from  her  hufband 
and  her  friend.  But  I  heard  her  bemoan 
the  fate  which  was  refer ved  for  me« 

<<  Dear  Zulma,"  faid  flie^  weeping,  and 
falling  on  my  neck,  ^  your  youth  will 
^'  pafs  away,  then,  in  thefe  woods :  yon 
^^  will  remain  concealed  under  that  form, 
'^  fo  different  to  your  charming  figure; 
^^  and  will  not,  like  us^  have  love  to 
^<  confole  you  T' 


'X 
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**^  I  (hall  have  friendfliip,  fweet  friend- 
**  fhip>  that  will  faffice  ray  heart!"  did 
I  wi(h  to  reply — without  confidering  that 
I  could  only  bray^.  But,  doubtlefs,  fen- 
timent  is  true  to  it's  expreflion,  in  every 
^nguage» 

**  Una  fc^emed  to  comprehend  iire$ 
Mibraced  me  more  tenderly;  and  ha& 
tened  to  take  the  ribbon^  for  a  moment^ 
from  Noureddin,  .that  I  might  confirm  t<^ 
her  the  idea  that  friendfhip  alone  would 
render  me  happy  in  this  charming  retreat. 
i%e  tbeii;reRored<tO;Noui3e4diB»4)ift'^tlQ', 
that  he  might  thank  me  for  tny  complin 
ance.  Thus,  all  of  us  determined  to 
.riemain  where  we  were. 

**  We  arranged  our  plans,  and  began* 

4rur  new  mode  of  life.    As  foon  as  the 

^y  appeared,  and  the  virtue  of  the  rib* 

]>on  ceaied  to  a£t,  Noureddin  refumed 

*bc  fprm  of  a  lion ;  fet  out  for  the  chafe } 

^Mrandered  far  into  the  forefts^  in  purfuit 
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of  game;  and  did  not  return  till  the  feU 
ting  of  the  fun. 

^^  During  his  abfence,  our  time  wat 
not  pafled  without  pleafure.  I  carried 
Una  through  the  mod  delightful  fhadest 
we  heard  the  various  warblings  of  the 
birds;  fhe  joined  them  with  her  own 
fweet  fong ;  and  traced,  on  the  barks  of 
trees,  the  charming  verfes  which  (he  witk 
fuch  facility  compdfed, 

**  By  degrees,  this  part  of  the  for^ft 
became,  to  Noureddin,  the  mod  intereft* 
ing  of  libraries ;  (ince  he  could  read,  on 
-every  tree,  the  expreffion  of  Una's  love^ 
and  feel  the  confequent  alTurance  of  bis 
happinefs. 

« 

**  Frequently,  alfo,  fitting  on  tre 
border  of  a  rivulet,  would  fhe  amufe 
herfelf  in  weaving  the  cane,  or  flexible 
liana,  and  formfng  them  into  vafes  and 
baikets  of  the  moft  elegant  fliape.    She 
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filled  them  with  fruits,  which  I  carried 
to  the  grotto;  and  fometimes,  with 
flowers,  of  which  (he  formed  garlands, 
to  decorate  our  fimple  habitation,  and 
afford  Noureddin  an  aegreeable  furprife. 

"  In  fhorty  Signor^  I  ffiould  never 
finifh,  if  I  related  to  you  all  the  means 
which  the  ingenious  and  fenfible  Una 
made  ufe  of,  to  embeliifli  our  retreat 
and  life,  and  never  to  permit  wearinefs 
to  approach  us.  We  even  fucceeded  fo 
far,  by  regulating  the  varied  modulations 
of  my  language,  that  we  were  enabled^ 
io  feme  degree,  to  converfe  together. 

**  Thus,  the, day  fled  rapidly  away: 
*ftd,  when  evening  arrived;  when  we 
heard,  afar  off,  the  roarings  of  Noured- 
din ;  when  we  faw  him  running  towards 
^h  his  fine  mane  agitated  by  the  wind; 
vc  flew  to  meet  him.  Una  untied  her 
ribbon ;  placed  it  by  turns,  on  her  huf- 
band,  on  her  friend:  enjoyed  the  extatic 
pleafure  of  beholding  them ;  of  hearing 
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them  pronounce,  how  truly  they  loved, 
they  efteemed,  her  I  and  we,,  who  i:e- 
fumed,  by  turns,  with  our  fliape,  .th$ 
faculty  of  expreffing  our  fentiments,  wer^ 
not  Jefs  happy  than  herfelf.  On  our  rej- 
turn  to  the  grotto,  I  left  the  ribbon  en- 
tirely toNoureddin,  and  went  to  the  mofly 
rock;  where,  laying  down,  I  enj  oy^d  a  fweet 
and  profound  fleep  till  the  next  morning; 

^^  More  than  fix  months  had  thus  fled 
away,  without.a  fingle  forrow  to  difturb 
the  tranquillity  of  our  life  !  Yes,  Signort 
in  fpite  of  the  cruel  Mahmoud,  we  wcfrt 
happy.  Can  there,  indeed,  be  greater 
felicity,  than  that  of  living  only  for 
thofe  we  love,  with  thofe  we  lovej  to  be 
fure,  when  we  awake  in  the  morning,  not 
to  fee  a  fingle  objea  indifferent  or  hateful 
to  us;  and  to  be  able  to  contribute  to 
the  happinefs  of  the  objeds  of  our  at 
feaion.  It  was,  more  particularly,  this 
fentiment,  fo  foft,  fo  flatttriBgi  that  the 
tender  gratitude  of  Noureddin  and  Una 
inade  me  unceafingly  experience,  which 
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rendered  me  nearly  as  happy  as  theni^. 

fe[ves.      Indeedy^  when  my  brother  was 

obliged,  by  his  wants  as  a  lion,  to  go  afar 

off,  in  fearch  of  food,  it  muft  have  been 

dreadful  to  his  mind,  had  he  been  under 

the  neceflicy  of  leaving  Una  alone,  19 

tbefe  immenfe  forefts;    but,    as  he  left 

her  with  his  fifter^  with  another  felf,  he  fet 

out  with  more  tranquillity. 

« 

"Often,  at  his  return,  the  fun  being 

already  fet,  he  found  me  in  my  natural 

form,  fitting  by  the  fide  of  the  Princefsy 

and   congratulating  each  other  on   our 

prefent  felicity.  Then  would  he  lie  down^ 

at  our  feet;  look  on  us,  by  turns,  with 

tendernefs;.  and  delay  his  own  change,  to- 

enjoy  the  pleafing  latisfaflion  of  feeing 

together  his  Una  and  bis  Zulma.     He 

could  underftand  us;  and  was  able  to 

give  to  his  voice  the  accents  of  love  and 

ftiend&ip* 

■  • 

"  It  was  Qxi^  one  of  thefe  occafiona^  that 
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(Jna  informed  u$y  blufhing,  an  infant 
would  foon  infpire  us  with  new  feelings 
oftendemefs;  and  that,  in  a  few  months^ 
fhe  would  give  to  her  Noureddin  a  pledge 
of  his  love.  <«  My  fon,*"  faid  fhe,  ^  wiH 
^^  have  the  courage  of  my  lion,  and  the 
*^  charming  features  of  my  Noureddin.* 

^(  Oh,  if  you  had  beheld,  at  that  in- 
Ilant,  the  happy  Noureddin !  His  ai dent 
eyes  beamed  with  the  livelieft  joy,  his 
long  mane  trembled  with  pleafure:  I 
pafled  the  ribbon  round  his  neck,  and 
prefently  beheld  him,  at  the  feet  of  Una, 
bedew  them  with  tears  of  tendcfnefs;  I 
heard  the  Princefs  confefs  to  him  that, 
with  himfelf,  Zulma,  and  her  infant^  flie 
would  be  the  happieft  of  mortals,  and 
fhould  never  regret  the  thrones  of  Ca- 
chemir  and  of  China* 

"  Alas !  it  was  the  laft  day  of  that 
felicity  we  had  fo  long  enjoyed,  that  Una 
held  this  language.  The  next  morning, 
as  foon  as  the  fun  was  rifen^  and  Nou- 
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reddin  agaih  a  lion,  he  fet  out,  as  uftial, 
for  the  chafe.  The  day,  with  us,  pafled 
away  in  forming  a  thoufand  plans  for  the 
education  of  mjf  little  nephew,  Una 
began  even  to  conftru^  his  cradle.  I 
made  her  comprehend  the  |Heafure  which 
I  (hould  take  in  carrying  the  infant  on 
my  back.  She  was  impatient  to  fhew  her 
work  to  Noureddin:  but  evening  arrives, 
and  Noureddin  does  not  return !  Thofe 
happy  hours,  when  he  refumed,.  with  his 
form,  the  power  of  expreffing  his  tender- 
jiefs,  pafled  away  without  his  appearing; 
and  the  mod  dreadful  anxiety  polfefled 
our  hearts.  Since  the  fettingof  the  fun, 
I  was. no  longei:  an  afs  :  and  we  formed  a 
thoufand  conjectures,  on  what  might  be 
the  caufe  of  Noureddin's  delay ;  each  of 
«s,  mutually,  endeavouring  to  coneeal 
our  fe^rs.- 

**  At  laft,  being  no  longer  able  to  bear 
this  terrible  fufpertfe,  we  refolved  to  go 
in  fearcb  of  him  through  the  foreft.    Una 

G  6 
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prayed  me  to  put  away  the  libboiii  and 
return  to  the  form  of  an  afs.     She  then 
tied  it  carefully  round  her  head;  feate4. 
herfelf  on  my  back;  and  I  tpoky  at  a 
venture,  the  firft  path  which  offered. 

^^  The  moon  was  at  the  full;  it  pene- 
trated, occafionally,  through  the  thick 
foliage,  and  enabled  us  to  difcovex  our 
road:  but  the  timid  Una  dill  felt  the  moft 
lively  apprehenfions.  The  deep  and  fan- 
ciful (hadows  which  the  trees  thttyf 
around  us;  the  difcordant  fcreams  of 
noQuinal  birds;  the  echo,  which. often 
returned  my  loud  cries,  as  well  %m  the 
name  of  Noureddin;  all  confpired  to 
increafe  her  terror:  and,  to  thefe  were 
added  the  dread  of,  perhaps,  wandering 
farther  from  Noureddin;  and  that  oil 
entirely  lofing  ourfelves  in  thefe  inunenfj?^ 
defarts, 

%^  **  She  had  no  longer  any  fpirits  left, 

y  '^^^^  to  me.     From  time  to  time,  flip 

^^^«d    on  Noureddin,    by  name,  in  a 
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trembling  voice ;  then  I  Aopped,  and  we 
Kftened  attentively.  Frequently,  afar  oflF, 
we  he^rd  loud  roarings ;  but  we  too  well 
knew  thofe  of  Noureddin,  to  be  deceived 
by  them:  they,  befides,  came  in  feveral 
different  diredions,  and  infpircd  us  more 
with  fear  than  with  hope. 

»  » 

•*  However,  I  proceeded  onwards,  at 
hazard;  and  the  day,  at  laft,  appeared. 
The  unhappy  Una,  determined  either  to 
die^  or  to  find  Noureddin,  encouraged 
me  to  go  on:  we  redoubled  our  cries.; 
and,  this  time,  it  was  furely  the  voice  of 
Dur  Won  that  anfwered  us. 

"  We  ftart;  and,  at  the  fame  time  begip 
to  calt  him,  in  the  different  tones  to 
which  he  is  accuftomed.  He  anfwers 
us  in  the  fame;  and  we  can  no  longer 
doubt  that  he  has  heard  us;  and  that  it 
isy  indeed^  our  Noureddin  who  calk  to  us 
igain» 


f    • 
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*•  All  the  anxieties  of  this  wretched 
night  are  now  effaced  from  our  minds  :  I 
gallop  forwards,  in  the  dire3ion  from 
which  I  hear  the  voice  of  my  brother; 
not  forgetting  to  direfl  him  by  my  bray- 
ings,  and  very  fure  that  he  will  come  to 
us.  I  hear  him  ftill  roaring;  but,  far 
from  its  increafing  as  he  approaches  us, 
it  appears  to  me  continually  weaker. 

**  At  laft,  we  perceive  him,  laying  at  the 
foot  of  a  tree,  and  vainly  attempting  tb 
rife.  Una  flies;  falVs  on  hitn:  I  fbllow 
her;  and  we  prefently  obferve,  that  the 
poor  Noureddin's  Ihoulder  is  prtferced 
through  by  the  arrow  of  the  hunter!  He* 
ppints  to  it,  with  the  livelieft  expreflion 
of  pain;  mingled,  however,  with  pleafure, 
at  feeing  us  again.  > 

<^  Una,  in  defpair,  vainly  endeavoured 
to  pull  out  the  arrow ;  her  weak  and 
trembling  hands  were  unable  to  effeft  it. 
Under  the  form  of  Zulma,  I  might  have 
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affifted  her :  but,  it  was  now  day ;  the  rib- 
bon,  therefore,  was  ufelefs  to  us,  and  the 
poor  afs  could  only  figh  by  her  fide. 

^^  Noureddin  appeared  expiring  with 
his  wound,  and  Una  with  defpair;  when, 
fuddenly,  we  faw  coming  towards  us  a 
dervife,  wrapped  up  in  his  long  robe. 
He  advanced  flowhf  forwards^  his  eyes 
bent  to  the  ground.  Una  heiitates  not : 
flie  flies  to  him,  and  throws  herfelf  at  hi? 
feet. 

**  Holy  man,"  faid  flie,  weeping,  **have 

**  pity  on  an  unhappy  woman :  fave  my 

•f  life,  by  preferring  that  of  this  lion ! 

*^  He.  belongs  to  me,  and  my  days  are 

\  numbered  with  his.     Fear  nothing,  he 

'  will  do  you  no  harm;  and^  if  you  re* 

'  ftore  him,  we  Ihall  blefs  you  ior  ever!'* 

^  She  leads  him  towards  Noureddin; 

\  leans  d6wn,  draws  out  the  arrow,  and 

amines  the   wound :  we  follow  all  his 

lions.     **  This  lion,"  fays  he,    •^hal 
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<^  but  a  few  moments  to  live^  the  arrow 
•^  was  poifoned." 

^^  Una  utters  a  piercing  {hriek,  and 
would  have  employed  the  arrow  to  pierce 
herfelf. 

"  Stop  !"  faid,  then,  the  dervifc :  **  1 
*^  know  the  counter -poifon;  and  can  cure 
<<  him  inftantly,  if  I  pleafe.  But,  kt  ut 
^^  fee  with  what  you  will  reward  my 
<^  trouble  ?  For,  indeed,  I  hazard  my 
^^  life ;  and,  when  this  lion  fhall  refume 
^^  his  natural  ftrength " 


^  He  will  be,  like  me,  at  yoor  feet  P 
faid  Una,  throwing  berfelf  before  him} 
^  you  ihalt  difpofe  of  us*  Alasf  I  have 
**  nothing  to  give  you,  but  ourfelves: 
^  my  treafures  are,  my  lion  and  roy  afs;. 
^  Save  his  life,  and  our  felicity  fhall  be 
**  your  reward  r 

*'  Well,  well,"  replied  he;  ^  fince  you 
^  have  nothing,  I  fhall  content  myfelf 
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•*  with  a  trifle.  I  will  let  you  depart  with 
**  your.Jion,  which  moft  probably  I 
•*  fhould  find  very  bad  company ;  but, 
••*  then,  you  muft  leave  me^theafs:  fuch 
*^  an  animal,  is  exa£tly  the  thing  I  want  !^ 

"  I  cannot  defcribe  to  you,  Signor, 
what  I  fek;  torn  between  the  defirc  of 
faving  my  brother,  and  the  dread  of  be^ 
longing  to  this  man. — I  fhould,  neverthe- 
Icfs,  I  believe,  have  preferred  the  latter, 
a.nd  was  going  to  refign  myfelf  ta  tny 
fate  ;  but  the  generous  Una,  did  not,  her- 
felf,  hefitate  a  moment.  *'  No,  no  V*  ftiid 
&e,.piii]E|ing  back. the  dervifc;  "  unfeeU 
^  ing  and  interefted  man !  .withhold  y.o\ir 
**  help^  if  ve  muft  purchafie  it  by  giving 
**^:upray  Zulma.  We  prefer  dying  to^ 
**  gether,  to  living  feparate !  Is  it  not  fo^ 
"  my  Zulma?;  Yo\i  have  known  how  to 
^  live  with  us,  you  will  know  how  to  die 
<^  with,  us^  and  this  arrow  fhall  again 
^^  unite  us  both  with  Nouceddin !"  ...... 
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"  At  length,  the  dervife  feemed  af- 
feaed,  «  Stop!"  faid  he,  "  I  am  not  fo 
"  wicked  as  you  believe  me  ;  bqt,  how*- 
•*  ever,  for  nothing,  I  do  nothing.  If 
^^  you  will  not  part  with  your  afs,  keep 
^^  her;  but,  at  lead,  give  me  that  ribbon 
"  which  ties  your  hair.  You  will  agree 
^^  that,  here,  I  aik  not  much  for  my  fei^ 
**  vices."  , 

J 

^  This  ribbon  !'*  faid  Una,  growinj^ 
pale. 

**  Yes!  only  that  ribbom  It  is  a  mere 
^  trifle,  but  I  have  taken  a  fapcy  to  it; 
-<*'  You  will  do  as  you  pleafe ;.  if  yqu  att 
*^  as  obftinate  in  retaining  that^bbbn,  as 
<<  in  keeping  your  lion  and  afs,  you  are 
**  miftrefsof  them.  But,  decide  foon; 
**  otherwifc,  it  will  be  loo  late.  The 
^  poifon  makes  progrefs,  and  the  lioH 
^  will  prefently  expire.  The  afs,  with* 
^<  out  the  ribbon ;  or  the  ribbon,  without 
«♦  the  afs." 
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"Ah!  then,  take  this  ribbon!"  fajd 
Una,  with  emoticm^  untying  it.  *'  Of 
**  what  ufe  is  it-to.me,  without  Noureddin 
•*  and  Zulmat— I  give  it  you;  reftbre 
**  the  life  of  my  lion,  and  you  will  prove 
^  my  benefactor.  Probably,  when  you 
•^  know  our  hiftory,  you  may  be  generous 
**  enough  to  lend  us,  fometimes,  du^ring 
•*  the  night,  this  ribbon,  which  I  yield  up 

**  with  relu6tance !" 

< 

**Thc  dervife  feized  it;  and,  at  the 
fame  moment,  throwing  off  his  cap,  and 
biirfting  into  a  loud  fit  of  laughter,  he  pre- 
fented  to  our  eyes  the  traitor  Mah- 
nibud,  whorol  inflantly  recolle6led  With 
horror. 

w  As  fimplc,  and  credulous,  one  as  the 
«<  other  !"  faid  he,  ftill  laughing.  "  Poor 
♦*  children  ..*..  how  eafily  do  you  fuffet 
•*  yourfelves  to  be  tricked  !  Here  I  am, 
«  at  laft,  the  polfefTor  both  of  the  ring 
«  and  the  ribbon.  You  have  granted 
<<  them  to  me  of  your  own  accord  >  there 
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<*  is  nothing  more  tobefaid,  iheFefof c,  oir 
<^  that  fubjefl :  but,  I  v^ill  be  a  man  of 
^'  my  word,  and  cure  the  lion;. more  elpe* 
^'  cially,  becaufe  my  mafter  has  promiiedr 
^^  one  to  the  great  Caliph  Alrafchid,  and 
<^  this  exa6lly  fuits  us  ...»•  He  is  as  heath 
^  tiful  a  lion,  as  he  was  a  youth;  is  br 
"  not,    Princefs?" 

•  Noureddin,  furioiM,,  would  have  fpnin^ 
on  him;  but  his  weaknefs  made  him  fall 
again.  He  had  but  a  breath  of  life  remain* 
ing,  and  appeared  to  wifh  that  he  might  ex- 
pke:  his  eyefr,  already  half  clofed,  fought 
again  Una,  who  was  abforbed  in  grief. 

I 

■ 

^'Mahmoud  took  his  ring  from  hb 
finger;  and  Ihaking  it  in  the  air,  he  called 
on  the  (lave  of  the  ring.  Immediately 
appeared  a  dwarf;  who  faid  to  hini,  prof- 
trating  himfelf — **  Mafter  of  the  ring, 
*^  what  do  you  want  with  its  flave  ?" 

"  Let  this  wounded  lion  be  healed, 
*^  chained,  and  conduced  to  Bagdad, 
"  immediately;  or,  rather,  await  me  wit^ 
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^  him  in  this  foreft;  I  will,  myfelf,  prefent 
^^  him  to  the  Caliph.  I  wifh,  Itkewife, 
**  thefe  two  to  be  carried  back  to  Cache- 
**  mir.  My  maiter  expeds  Una;  and,  un- 
^<  doubtedly,  will  give  me  this  fine  afs  for 
**  my  reward. 

^'  He  was  about  to  feize  us,  when  Una 
threw  herfel  fat  the  feet  of  the  criiel  Mah- 
moud;  conjuring  him  to  take  pity  on 
her,  and  the  unhappy  infant  with  which 
file  was  pregnant. 

'^Oh!  oh!"  faid  Mahmoud,  ftarting 
biack,  '^  this  alters  the  cafe.  I  have  no 
*•  inclination  to  preffent  to  my  mailer  a 
*♦  little  Ncureddin;  I  will  keep  him  for 
^^  my  troubie.-i— Come,  Have  of  the  ring, 
^^  obey ;  condu£l  us  to  the  gates  of  Bag- 

♦<  dad.^ 

t  ■  ■  .  ■ 

**  Noupcddln  wais  already  cured,  and 
<:onfined  with  a  ftrong  chain  :  his  eyes 
exprefled  thie  dreadful  rage  with  which  lie 
vas  infpired  by  his  inability  to  revenge 
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himfelf,  Uni9  the  fufceptible  Unas  felt 
liultf  at  this  moment,  but  fenfations  of 
pleafure,  on  feeing  Noureddin  efqaped 
from  the  jaws  of  death ;  Mahmoud  yield- 
ed himfelf  up  to  infulting  demonftra- 
tions  of  joy ;  while  I  was  already  revol- 
ving in  my  mind,  the  beft  methods  of 
regaining  our  liberty.  They  werf.  cer- 
tainly difficult;  fince  we  could  not  take 
the  ribbon  and  the  ring  away  from  thof^ 
who  poflcfled  them,  againft  .  their  incli- 
nations, and  wc  had  to  do  with  the  mod. 
artful  of  men  :  but,  at  all  events,  he  was 
a  man,  and  his  dvath  might  liberate  us. 
The  example  of  my  father,  proved  that 
the  talifmans  did  not  render  their  pof- 
fefTor  immortal ;  I  did  not,  therefore,  en- 
tirely lofe  all  hope,  the  fole  confolation 
of  the  unfortunate, 

"The  dwarf,  (lave  of  the  ring,  placed 
a  bandage  round  the  eyes  of  all  three; 
we  felt  ourfelves  carried  with  rapidity ; 
and,  a  few  minutes  afterwards*  we  were 
placed  on  the ;  ground^  and  found  our- 
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blves.  Signer,  at  -the  gates  of  yoiir  noble 
;apital,  on  a  large,  terrace  which  Vas 
leither  cultivated  nor  inclofed. 

**  Have  you  any  more  eotnmands  for 
^  me?"  faid  the  dwarf  to  Mahmoud. 

**  Yfs,"  replied  he :  **  let  this  fpot,  on 
^  which  we  (land,  become  a  beautiful 
>^ '^garden,  furrounded  by  wails.  Con- 
^^  ftru&,  at  one  end,  a  pavilion;  let  it  be 
^^  completeiy  furnifhed,  and  fit  to  in* 
^^  liabii :  and,  ax  the  other,  a  liable;  like- 
^'  wife^  with  proper  accommodations/' 

^  You  know,  on  what  conditions  ?"  re- 
plied the  dwarf. 

"Yes,  I  do,"  faidMahmoud.  <«Obcy!" 

"  Inftantly,  we  faw  arife  the  garden, 
the  waH^  the  pavilion,  the  liable ;  and  the 
dreadful  moment  of  our  feparation  was 
come  J  Mahmoud  dragged  the  defpairing 
Una  to  the  pavilion^  the  dwarf  condu3e4 
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poor  Zulma  to  the  fiable ;  and  die  uii- ' 
happy  Noureddin,  Signor,  was  prefcBtel 
to  you,  as  a  homage  from  the  Sultan  of 
Cachemir,  and  conduced  to  your  royal 
den.    Our  misfortunes,  now,  appeared  to 

us  completed! However,  alone  in 

my  ftable,  I  had  time  to  refleft;  and 
recalled,  with  pleafure,  the  words  0f  the 
dwarf — ^^  You  know^  on  what  coniitioMf* 
had  been  fpoken  in  a  tone  almoft  threat- 
ening, by  this  flave,  fo  fubmiffive  to  his 
will :  there  was,  therefore,  a  power  above 
that  of  Mahmoud ;  and,  in  that,  I  placed 
all  my  hopes.  It  feems  to  me,  that  this  was 
no  bad  reafoning  for  an  afsJ  fo,  from  the 
moment  it  was  adopted,  I  felt  more  eafy; 
and  invoked,  with  ardour,  that  unknown 
power  who  impofed  conditions  on  our 
perfecutor, 

*«  I  was  ftill  refleSing,  and  praying-; 
when,  fuddenly,  about  midnight,  the 
door  of  my  (table  opened  with  a  loud 
noife.  Immediately  appeared  the  dwarf 
(lave  of  the  ring.     He  came  ftraight  to 
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»y  crib,  and  unhed  me ;  faying — "  Pri- 
^*  foner  pf  the  ring !  run,  fly,  feek :  re- 
*^'turn,  if  you  do  not  find;  return  not, 
^*  if  you  do  find." 

-  ^^  Without  knowing  what  thefe  fingular 
-words  implied,  as  foon  as  I  faw  myfelf 
iree  to  go  out,  I  profited  immediately  by 
the  permiffion.  You  will  fuppofe,  ,Sig- 
nor,  where  my  heart  immediately  con- 
'duQedme.  I  went,  following  the  courfe 
of  ihe  w-all,  ftraight  to  the  pavilion  of 
thePrincefs;  fully  refolved  to  bray  under 
lier  windoWji  till  I  ihould  awaken  her. 
But,  what  was  my  joy,  and  emotion, 
\ihen  1  faw  her  come  out  from  the  pavi- 
lion, the  door  of  which  was  open,  and 
proceed  towards  me] 

*'  We  flew  to  each  other;  and  Una 
related  to  me  what  had  pafled  in  her 
apartment,  which  was  fimilar  to  what  I 
had  experienced.  At  midnight,  her  door 
had  opened ;  the  dwarf  appeared ;    and 

vou  I.  H 
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haU  faid'fe  her,  ds  to  me — •*  Prifinar  ^ 
^^'the  ring!  run^  fy^  Jak :  rttum,  ify0u  A 
««  fk>tfind ;'rdumnot^  ify^ ^  jifd**  iBtfl^ 
Una  could  fpeak:  the  idea  druck  her,  of 
afking  him,  in  the  name  of  the  ring,  what 
ills  words  meant?  Obliged  to  ahfwer 
thisrequifition,  he  had  aflured  her, 'ilHit 
the  great  Solomon,  in  compofing  tnmiy 
talifmans,  had  attached  genii  to  their  fini- 
vice ;  that  himfelf,  a  dwarf,  wastfae  (lave 
of  the  ring,  and  obliged  to  oboy '  Aofe 
who  poflefled  it.  Mahmoud  had  alMa^ 
poflefled  it  for  a  long  time:  Abdoiil, 
my  father,  having  met  with  him  in  -faili 
travels,  had  found  an  opportunity  to 
deprive  him  of  it;  as  well  as  of  ihe  rib* 
bon,  a  talifman  of  the  fecond  ordtfi^ 
which  fer ved  only  to  deftroy,  during  the 
night,  the  enchantment  of  the  ring.  The 
dwarf,  moreover,  told  Una,  that  he  was 
forry  Mahmoud  had  ever  regained  pof-' 
feffion  of  thefe  talifmans:  he  made  him 
labour,  without  ceafing,  and  always  in 
doing  evil;  whereas  Abdoul  had  only 
employed  it  in  good  a6iions,   and  his 
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tWdnm  bdd  kft  him  in),  peifed  re* 
fjoft:  There:  was,,  however,  no  means' 
ofrtftking'  it  (torn  htm.  by  force; .  Solomon 
Wd  attached  thi»  condition  tiot  it:  buv 
there  w^aa:  likewiie  another,,  which  mighfr 
kftyc  fomc!  hope:  to  the:  viSiin^  of  thpfo: 
who  ppffeffc^d  tfce  ring-^-?*  ^ycry  biiild* 
^  ing9  elevated,  by.  my  Qncbantment'  and 
^  powers!*'  contdaued  the.  d.waarf^  "  opens 
^  of  it's  own:  accord,  at  midnight  >  and 
^'  all  thofe  who  are  conBned)  are  free;  to 
^  leave:  iit,,  til]  iibe  dftwo  of  dfey :  but^^ 
♦*  then#.  they  fa^ll:  again,  under  the  ppwer 
^  of:  the:  poffeflpr.  q£  th<e  ring;  if  tlji^y 
^^'  have,  oali  dM-nog^  Amt  interval^  fiic« 
^  c$eded  in  plafing  iheia^felvQs  u&der  th^ 
^  prote^on  of  a  more  pow^e-rfii)  genius^" 

^^  Alast  of  what  ufe,  to  us,  was  this 
meaJk  refource?  d.  woman;  a  peaceful 
animal ;  how  could  they  go  in  fearch  of 
this  beneficent  genius!  Una  invoked  no 
other  power  but  love ;  and,  pro£ung  im- 
nifidiately  by  this   interval  oi  liberty^ 
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vifited  the  den  where  Noureddin  va» 
confined.  She  fung  on  the  outfide,  and 
I  brayed.  Noureddin  foon  recollefied 
her  voice,  as  well  as  mine,  and  made  vain 
efforts  to  come  up  to  us.  A  long  chain 
left  him  at  liberty  to  wander  below,  but 
incommoded  his  motions:  he  could  ap* 
proach,  however,  near  enough  to-  hear 
us.  Una  related  to  him  what  the  dwarf 
had  told  her,  and  the  poflibility  of  meet- 
ing  each  other  every  night.  Noureddin 
anfwcred  her,  in  his  language :  but  our 
fojourn  in  the  fored  had  enabled,  us- to. 
comprehend  him;  and,  deprived  of  other 
confolation,  thi«  converfe  appeared  to  us 
feme  relief.  However,  it  too  foon  con- 
cluded. The  dawn  of  day  appeared; 
and,  with  it,  Mahmoud. 

«  I  thought  I  fhould  find  them  here !" 
faid  he. 


**  He  made  Una  mount  on  me,  and  we 
fuffered  ourfelves  peaceably  to  be  led 
back:  Una,  to  her  pavilion;  and  me^  to 
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ray^ftables  lefs  unhappy,  fiace  we  were 
certain  of  feeing  each  other  again  every 
sight. 

^^  Indeed,  dunng  fifteen  daysy  the 
dwarf  has  not  failed,  at  midnight,  to  open 
all  the  gates,  and  to  pronounce  bis  ufi^al 
word^.  Our  pl^ce  of  meeting  was  at  the 
door  of  the  garden;  Una  mounted  my 
back,  and  we  went  ftraight  to  the  den^ 
where  my  brother  expefted  us  with  im- 
patience. I  know  not  what  detained  bim 
fo  long  from  u&  to-night.  Una  was  iob- 
patieot;  fhe  fung  to  call  him;  and,  you 
know  the  reft. 

^^  SignQr,  it  is  pur  good  aogfsl,  witl>out 
doubt,  whp  condu3(s4  thither  the  great 
Haroun  Alrafchid.  Jn  bim  will  we  ac- 
knowledge this  powerful  genjus;  and, 
already  the  pofle^br  of  the  ribbon,  he 
will  be  able  to  di^Iiv^r  us  from  the  power 
of  the  ring." 
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"  It  IS  your's,  lovely  Zulmal"  pre*, 
fenting  it  to  her.  "It  belonged  to  you: 
I  reftore  it>  and,  with  it,  offer  you 
my  lieart,  my  hand,  and  my  throne. 
Mahmoud  no  longer  exifts^  he  has 
fallen  by  my  fword;  he  will  difturb,  . 
no  more,  the  happinefs  of  two  faithful 
lovers;  and  I  am  going  to  fecure  their's 
for  ever,  if  you  deign  to  yield  me  what 
will  conftitute  mine!" 

Zulma,    the    feeling    Zulma,    experi- 
enced too  many  new   fenfations^  to  be 
able  to  anfwer  him.     To  find,  at  once,,  her 
ring,  her  ribbon,  her  own  lovely  form, 
her  brother,   her  friend,  a  lover,  a  huf- 
band,  and  a  crown;    it  was   more  hap- 
pinefs,  than  (he   could  well  fuftain  !*  She 
was  obliged  to  conceal  her  confufion,  and 
her  blufhes,  in  the  folds  of  her  drapery: 
then,  fuddenly  rifing,  and  proftrating  her- 
felf  at  the  feet  of  the  Caliph,  fhe  faid  to 
him,  with  inexpreffible  grace — 
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**  Oh !  my  benefaftor,  and  my  fovereign ! 
Zulma,  her  'heart,  her  faith,  her  ring, 
are  your's  for  ever:  but  can  I  think  of 
my  own  happinefs,  while  my  brother, 
and  my  Una,  are  as  yet  unaffured  of 
their's?" 

Thefe  words  were  enough  for  the  Ca- 
liph. He  clapped  his  hands ;  and  Mef- 
rour,  who  inftantly  appeared,  received 
orders  to  bring  in  Una,  and  the  Iion« 
Giafar  had  already  extricated  them  from 
the  den,  and  condu6led  them  to  the  pa- 
lace: and,  informed  by  him  of  the  death 
of  Mahmoud,  and  of  the  change  of 
Zulma,  they  were  already  infpired  with 
the  fweeteft  hopes,  and  did  hot  doubt  of 
the  rmpreffion  that  their  charming  (iftcr 
would  liiake  on  the  heart  of  the  Caliph. 
"  It  is  love,  alone,"  faid  Una,  **  that 
can  reward  what  (he  has  done  for  ifriend* 
fliipr 

Hardly  'were  they  entered  into  the 
apartment  of  the  Caliph,  when  Zulma  ran 
to  her  brother;  with  the  ribbon  in  her 
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kand;  and,  throwing  it  round  hia  neck- 
Return  again,  for  ever,  to  the  form  of 
Noureddin!*'  faid  fhe,  «' as  I  ih^U  be 
ever  Zulma.  We  {hall  have  do  more 
misfortunes:  for,  Mabmoud  is  dead; 
Una  is  your*s  for  life;    and  the  happy 

Zulma "   flie  hefitated,  and  bent 

ber  eyes  to  the  ground. 

^^  And  the  lovely  Zulma,**  faid  the  Ca- 
liph, ^^  fhall  be  the  reward  of  the  happy 
Alrafchid!" 

Noureddin,  transformed,  was  already 
at  his  feet;  Una  was  about  to  prof- 
trate  herfelf,  the  Sultan  prevented  her*— 
**  I  know  what  is  due,"  faid  he,  "  to  the 
Princefs  of  Cachemir!  All  the  forces 
of  my  empire  ihall  be  employed  to 
place  her  again  on  the  throne !" 

Una,  while  fhe  thanked  him,  afiured 
him  that  fhe  would  prefer  living  in  his 
court ;  and,  that  fhe  could  never  bear  to 
leave  her  dear  Zulma« 
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<M  wi(h  it  was  preferved  among:  miim.r 
exclaimed  Schariar.  ^' This  is  what  I  call 
a  very  beautiful  talet  We  mud  noW'Seftv 
I  do  not  care  to  hear  any  more;  and  I 
oonfent  to  let  you  live.*' 

He  nowarofe;  prefented  his  band,  and 
the  point  of  his  fceptre,  to  Scheherazade^ 
tokifs,  in  token  of  pardon;  and  ordered 
it  to  be  announced  in  the  divan,  tfaatrhtf 
granted  the  Sultana,  her  life,  on  account 
of  the  afs  and  the  lion. 

This  did  not  let  much  light  into  the 
caufe,  but  every  one  rejoiced  at  the 
circumftance. 

While  thefe  things  were  paffing,  the 
Sultana  faid  to  her  lifter — **  Do  you  not 
think  the  tafte  of  the  Sultan,  my  matter, 
is  lingular !  for  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  nights,  have  I  been  relating  the  moft 
charming  tales,  which  have  not  appeafed 
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Irim :  at  lengthi  at  my  wit's  end^  I  have 
thought  of  one,  which  has  not  even  com- 
mon fenfe;  which  I  drag  on,  and  prolong, 
enough  to  make  a  fenfible  auditor  expire 
nf^ith  wearinefs:  obliged,  at  laft,  to  con« 
dude,  I  exped  to  finifb  my  tale  and  my 
exiftence  together;  and,  behold!  it  is  this 
tale  which  has  fa ved  my  life?" 

•* Fortune,  you  know,  is  blind!'*  re- 
plied Oinazarde;  ^^  and  your  afs,  like 
many  odiers,  has  only  had  better  lock 
;than  (be  deferved.-' 
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fpirits,  which  particalarly  charaAerife 
Englifli  children.  This  lovely  girl  was 
-not  regularly  handfome;  but,  no  one 
could  behold  her  without  pleafure  :  her 
-fine  hair  was  a  bright  auburn  colour,  and 
fparkled  in  the  fun;  her  eye-laflies,  of  a 
fomewhat  lighter  tint,  and  very  long, 
-fli«ded  two  fweet  blue  eyes,  which  beam- 
ed  with  fpirit  and  fenfibility«  Her  mouthy 
had  nothing  remarkable ;  except  a  fweet 
fmile  on  it,  which  accorded  with  the  general 
charaSer  of  her  countenance,  and  teeth 
as  white  as  pearls.  She  was,  I  believe, 
not  more  than  fix  years  old.  I  think,  I 
now  view,  before  me,  the  enchanting 
little  creature;  her  ft  raw  hat  tied  under 
her  chin,  with  a  green  ribbon,  cor>« 
refponding  to  .that  which  confined  her 
robe!  I  fee  her  running  through  the 
funny  field,  her  liule  arms  extended;  as 
light  as  the  butterflies  ihe  purfued,  at 
frefh  as  the  flowers  with  which  flie  filled 
her  frock,  and  which  flie  prefented  to  us 
with  fuch  grace  and  vivacity. 
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If  I  ought  to  afk  pardon  for  this  di- 
^effion,  it  will  certainly  not  be  of  the 
tnotliers  of  fuch  little  angels  as  l  have 
^fcribed!  I  behold  them  look  around; 
and  confefs,  fmiling  with  exultationi 
that  I  am  a  good  painter. 

X>et  ^s  return,  however,  to  the  parent 
ef  the  charming  Eliza-^The  gratitude,^ 
the  tender  refpe^,  I  may  almoft  fay  the 
friendfhip^  which  the  villagers  had  juft 
ihewn  for  her,  made  a  ftrong  impreflSon 
on  her  mind.' 

*^  If  mankind  knew,"  faid  (he,  witW 
eaiption,  ^^  how  eafy  it  is  to  gain  the  af« 
feBions  of  each  other,  and  how  pleafura* 
ble  is  the  idea  of  being  generally  beloved, 
cfaey  would  procure  to  themfelves,  more 
frequently,  a  felicity  which  may  be  en« 
joyed  at  fo  fmall  an  expence* 

**  You  would  conclude,  pro4>ably,  from 
obferving    the  gratitude,    the  affeQion^ 
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thefe  good  people  exprefs  for  me,  that  I 
am  very  bountiful  to  them  :  I  could  wi(h 
to  be  fo,  withqut  doubt;  but  my  limited 
fortune  does  not  permit  me,  in  this  refpe^ 
to  follow  the  defires  of  my  heart.  I  have, 
therefore,  endeavoured  to  fupply  it,  by 
thofe  little  attentions  and  kindnefles 
which  are  pleafures  to  me,  and  form  the 
fweeteft  of  occujpations,  while  they  ex- 
cite the  warmeft  feelings  of  gratitude  iti 
the  bofoms  of  thofe  on  whom  they  are  be- 
llowed. ^ 

^*  Believe  me,  my  friend,"  continued 
file,  '^  it  is  in  this  clafs,  often  fo  defpifed 
and  opprefled,  that  we  may  find  the  juft« 
ell  fentiments,  the  nobleft  condu£l:  fince 
I  have  lived  among  them,  I  have  hsA 
many  opportunities  of  being  convinced  of 
this.  Undoubtedly,  we  meet  here  with 
that  mixture  of  vices  and  virtues,  that  di« 
verGty  of  charafter,  which  muft  ever  be 
found  where  fociety  is  formed. 

<«  We  obferve  in  the  village,  as  in  the 
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city,  unfeeling,  interefted,  and  ungrateful 
beings.  Vice,  indeed,  as  being  neither  cor- 
re&ied  by   education,,  nor   concealed  fo 
often  by   duplicity,   probably  diftovers- 
itfelf  mod  in  the  former;  but  in  this  ap- 
pears lefs  pride,  lefsoC  diffimulatien  ancf 
levity:  and  are  not  the  vices  which  pre-i 
yail  among  the  higher  claffes  of  fbciety^ 
more  dangerous  than  the  groffer  ones  of 
the  peafant?  We  may  fecure  oijrfelves 
from  a  robber,  we  may  avoid  a  drunkard; 
but  what  ai:ms  can  be  employe^  againit 
the  falfe  friend,  who  iniinuates  himfelf 
into    your    confidence    to   betray  you? 
againft  the  vile  defamer,.who  ftrik^s  in  the 
dark?  againft  him  who  fiicrifices  you  to* 
the  (lighteft  intereft;   even,  perhaps,  to 
the  paltry  ambition  of  fayingafmart  thing. 
Ah,   Sir  L  my  poor  ^peafants  are  coarfe 
in  their  manners ;  but,  at  leaflf,  they  arer 
fincere  and  gratefut:.and  I  could  relate 
to  you  circumftances,  whic)fv,|ffQUld  diCi 
play  a  more   lively   and  juft  fenfi&ilityj^ 
than,  is  often  obferved  in  hig&er  life  U* 
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I  have  not  arranged  my  anfwerSf  let 
the  reader  place  them  where  he  pleafes— 
**I  think  as  you  do,  madam!" — **  You  are 
perfeftly  right!" — **  Oh!  yes,  vithoai 
doubt !"  &c.  He  will  thus  know  all  that  I 
faid,  and  may  imagine  what  I  thought: 
or,  rather,  what  I  felt;  for,  in  the  com« 
pany  of  Mrs.  Melvin,  each  thought  wai 
a  fentiment»  ' 

^^  For  example,"  continued  fiic^  after  s 
fliort  lilence,  ^^did  you  remark  thai 
young  woman  with  large  blue  eyes  fo 
expreflive  and  tender;  a  countenance^ 
indeed,  altogether  fo  very  pleairng?^ 

**  Yes,  undoubtedly,  I  did  remark  her,^ 

<*  Well,  then,  I  will  relate  to  you  her 
ftory  :  it  is  not  long;  it  is  iftterefting; 
and  will  prove  to  you  what  I  have  juft 
faid."  I  affented  to  her  propofal,  with 
pleafure,  and  we  fat  down  at  the  foot  of 
a  fine  oak.  Eliza,  who  knew  almoft  by 
heart  the  Hiftory  of  Jenny,  continued  at 
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Ber  fports;  while  M^dam  Melvin  related^ 
ivith  a  feding. which  made  her  ftory  dou^* 
bly  tmpreffive,^  what  the  reader  will  find» 
kt  ibc  following  chapter. 
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if  £NNY  was  the  handfomeft  and  ho* 
oefteft  girl  of  FerQianiy  a  village  about 
ten  or  twelve  miles  from  hence;,  hut,  her 
beauty  and  her  virtue  were  all  tbat^lhe 
pofiefled.. 

Jenny^  an   orphan  from   her  infancyi 
brought  upi  through  compaffion^  in  the 
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boufe  of  a  humane  relation,  bad  the  iin>' 
fortune  to  lofe  her  proteBrefs  when  fhe 
wa*  between  fifteen  and  fixteen  years  of 
age.  This  relation,  poor  berrdf,  bad 
children  relf-interefted ;  and  jealous,pro- 
bahly,  of  the  affedion  which  their  motbet 
had  Ihewn  for  the  young  orphan.  They 
declared  they  could  da  nothing  for  her} 
that  flie  had  already  lived  too  long  at 
their  expence;  and  that,  at  her  age,  (he 
was  able,  and  it  was  her  duty,  to  gain  her 
•wo  livelihood. 

Thus  did  poor  Jenny  find  hcrfclf  wiA- 
out  aSftanoe,  viilioui  friends;  at  an 
•ge.  tOi»,  when  ibev  vere  moft  ncceffary. 

l.««l  Uadfay  pafftStd,  at  Feifliam,  » 
Knic  hwiung-fciu  » hcie  be  paffed  fc« 
^MteveTTfamiDer:  he  left  in  ia  *  fairer, 
»w»sakin.^   of  fir-wird-  arid  ibis  far- 

■Ki  ke  took  ja«T  ori   ricr   bxuauoo 
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cA*  had  contrived  fame  defigns  refpe£ling 
her;  he  received  her  into  his  houfe,  and 
promifed  tbat  he  would  -  feek  her  a  fitua^ 
tioti. 

-' Shd  had  Kred  iiirith  him  fome-time^ 
•when  Lord  Lindfay  came  down,  intiahd- 
iiigto  pafs  the  fummer  at  his  feat.  ^He 
foon  heheld  the  handfome  maiden ;  and 
likewife  learned,  that  fhe  was  friendiefs' 

.  ■  •    '      *  \ 

'  "  Yoti  are  a  Itfcky  giflj  Jenny!**  faid 
her  godfather  one  day  to  her;  "  my  Lord 
has  noticed  you :  he  is  good,  generous, 
imd  pities  your  fituation.-  He  kndws 
that  t  am  not  able  to  provide  for  yoif, 
md  hais  promifed  to  take  charge  of  your 
welfare  himfelf.  Go  and  fee  him^  my 
child ;  and  deferve  his  bbuhlies  by  your 
obedience." 

.  The  innocent  Jenny,  fufpeftihg  tio  illy 
and  hearing  only  of  a  rich  and  charitable 

^5 
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boofe  of  a  humane  relation,  bad  the;  mis^ 
fortune  to  lofe  her  protedrefs  when  flie 
was  between  fifteen  and  fixteen  years  of 
age.  This  relation,  poor  herfelf,  hadf 
children  felf-interefted;  and  jealous,  pro-^ 
bably,  of  the  affeBion  which  their  mother 
had  fhewn  for  the  young  orphan.  They 
declared  they  could  da  nothing  for  her^ 
that  ihe  had  already  lived  too  long  at 
their  expence;  and  that,  at  her  age,  (he 
was  able,  and  it  was  her  duty,  to  gain  her 
vwo  livelihood* 

Thus  did  poor  Jenny  find  berfelf  with* 
out  affiftance,  without  friends;  at  an 
age,  too,  when  they  were  mod  neceflary. 

Lord  Lindfay  pofTefled,  at  Ferfham,  » 
little  hunting-feat,  where  he  paiTed  fome 
time  every  fummer;  he  left  in  it  a  farmer, 
who  was  a  kind  of  fteward,  and  this  far- 
mer  was  godfather  to  Jenny. 

In  her  diftrefs,  fhe  applied  to  himw 
Whether  be  took  pity  on  her  fituation^ 
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I  live^  and  will  fo  conduS  tnylelf  that  you 
fliall  never  repent  your  gcnerofity.  She 
would  have  now  thrown  herfelf  at  hit 
feet;  but  Lord  Lindfay^  preventing  her, 
explained  his  defigns,  his  intentions,  and 
the   return    which  he .  expe£ked  for  hit 

favour. 

> 

She  fufFered  >  him  to  proceed,  without 
interruption ;  and,  when  he  had  concluded,  ^ 
(he  laid  down  the  purfe,  which  (he  had 
till  how  held  in  her  band,  faying  in  a  firm  < 
and  sdecifive  voice—"  No,  my  Lord;   I » 
had  rather  be  poor !"  and,  without  utter* 
ing  another  word,  .departed.     His  Lord- 
(hipcould  not ftop  her.     He  expeded no  > 
refinance  from  a 'young  girl  reduced  to  ■- 
indigence :    he    had  even    unfolded  hia  > 
defigns  to  her  godfather^  and  had  charged  ^ 
him  to  communicate  them  to  Jenny. 

•  The  readinefiwith  which  (he  had  come 
to  him,  her  drefs,  her  tranfports  at  the 
fight  of  the  gold,  the  mild  and  quiet  man<> 

B  6 
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Dcr  wiA  which  flie  had  heard  his  pre* 
pofals;  tonfinned  him  in  the  opinion 
that  flie  was  decided  on  accepting  thens. 
Her  flight  from  his  LordOiip  was  (b  fud- 
den  and  unexpeded,  that  he  had  no  pow- 
er of  retaining  her.  He  followed,  how- 
ever, that  he  might  prevail  on  her  ta 
come  back;  but  her  flight  was  fwifter 
than  his  purfuit,  and  flie  had  already 
locked  herfelf  in  her  own  chamber^  whei^ 
my  Lord  entered  his  fteward's  refidence. 
He  told  him  what  had  pafled ;  and  ordered 
him  to  found  the  fentiments  of  his  god- 
daughter, whom  they  did  not  fuppofe  fa 
near  them,  and  by  every  means  endea- 
vour to  dazzle  her  mind  with  his  pro^ 
pofals.  The  refiftance  which  he  expe- 
rienced, had  changed  a  iimple  fancy  for 
the  girl,  into  a  violent  paflion  \.  he  loved 
Jenny,  he  faid ;  and  would  have  her,  by 
fair  means  or  foul.  "  Offer  her  the  dif- 
pofaloftny  whole  fortune;  prefs,  befeech 
her,  promife  every  thing;  and,  if  you  do 
not  fucceed,  we  muft  think  of  fome  other 
method:  however,  Ut  us  try  this  firft/' 
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The  chamber  into  which  Jenny  had  re- 
tired, adjoined  that  in  which  they  were 
converfing.  His  Lordfhip's  difcourre  was 
impaffioned;  and,  therefore,  loud,  jenny, 
leaning  againft  the  door,  heard  all ;  and 
perceived  that  a  little  artifice  n>fght  flill 
fave'her  from  the  fnares  which  were  con- 
triving againft  her.  She  foftly  went  out, 
and  pretended  to  be  waiting  for  lier  god- 
father in  the  garden. 

•  As  foon  as  he  entered  it,  looking  about 
him  with  an  uneafy  air,  (he  walked  up  to 
Bim — *'  My  dear  godfather,"  faid  Ihe, 
}^  you  have  feen  his  Lordfhip;  is  he  not 
very  angry  with  me  ?  But,  I  am  fo  fearful ! 
Beg  him  to  moderate  his  anger,  and  give 
m%  a  little  time  for  confidering  his  pro- 
pofal." 

This  beginning  infpired  her  godfather 
with  fonve  hopes  of  fuccefs  to  the  bufinefs 
which  he  bad  taken  in  hand.  He  enlarg- 
ed, therefore, on  his  Lordlhip'sgenerofity ; 
defcribed^  in  the  moft  flattering  colours^ 
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the  fitoation  which  was  offered  her;  cited' 
atboufand  examples  tojuftify  her  acquis 
efcence;  and  left,  indeed,  na  means  oa<« 
tried,  to  feduce  her. 

Friendlefs  girl  I  fimple  Jenny  I  She  hat 
fince  confefled  to  me,  in  relating  this  con* 
vcrfation,  that  fhe  was  violently  ihaken  m 
her    virtuous  refolutions,  when  be  tol& 
her    that    flie    was    to    have    a    coachy. 
in  which   flie  might  ride   whenever  (he 
pleafed.     Still  more,  when  he  added— 
^^  You,  who   fo  much   love  to  do  good, 
will  then  have  it  in  your  power  to  do 
all  the  good  you  wiih ;    you  will  then  re- 
member, I  hope,  my  dear  Jenny,  that  i 
have  not  abandoned  you  in  diftrefs;   and 
that,  to  me  you  will  owe  your  good  fer* 
tune.     If  I  had  not  received  you  here, 
would  my  Lord  ever  have  beheld  you? 
Is   it  likely,  that  he  would  ever  have 
fought   you  in    the    cottage    of    your, 
aunt  ?" 

It  was|  without  doubt|  to  this  laft  word^ 
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to  the  awakened  remembrance  of  that 
kind  relation,  that  flie  owed  her  ftrengtb 
in  refifting  thefe  fplendid  oiFers;  the  vir* 
tuous  precepts  which  fhe  had  receivedi 
the  laft  words  that  her  dying  aunt  had  ad- 
drefled  to  her — ^  I  have  nothing  to  leave 
you»  my  Jenny,  but  the  good  principles 
in  which  I  have  brought  you  up;  and 
they  are  fufficient  for  your  welfare,  if 
you  are  only  firm  in  preferving  thenu 
Be  always  prudent,  my  dear  girl;  that  is 
of  more  importance  than  being  rich  1'* 

Thefe  words  fo  forcibly  returned  to  her 
recoUedion,  ^that  the  triumph  of  virtue 
was  decided;  and  (he  determined  to  fa« 
orifice  every  thing  to  the  pleafure  of  re* 
taiaing  it.  She  perfifted  in  difguifing  her 
real  feelings,  that  her  godfather  might 
not  fufped  her;  liftened  to  him  with 
feeming  attention ;  was  now  filent,  £or  st 
few  moments,  as  if  refle6ling  on  what  he 
had  faid,  and  then  anfwered — ^^  I  fhall 
never  dare  to  fee  my  Lord  again  this 
evening,  after  the  folly  I  have  been  guilty 
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ofin  quitring  tiim  fo  nidHy ;  bot,  to-nor^-^ 
row  luoromg,  you  can  take  me  to  hinr^ 
and  I  wiU  afk  his  pardon,  as  I  am  per-^^ 
fuaded  thac  you  can  have  only  my  hap— ^ 
pioels  in  view.** 

• 

Her  unworthy  godfather,  tranfported  at 
having  fuccecded  fo  well,  warmly  praifed 
her  for  the  decifion  flie  had  made,  an(f 
went  immediately  to  inform  my  Lord  of 
his  fuecels;  afluring  him,  that  there 
would  be  no*  neceflity  for  employing 
violence,  to  gain  pofleflSon  of  the  hand- 
fome  young  maiden.  Her  mind,  in  the 
interval,  was  occupied  with  the  platf  " 
which  flie  refolved  to  put  in  execution 
that  very  night.  Her  arrangements  for 
eloping  were  foon  made.  Wifhing  her 
enemies  to  remain  fome  time  in  uncer- 
tainty as  to  what  fhould  have  become  of 
her,  (he  took  nothing  away  but  what  fhe 
had  on ;  indeed,  this  was  almoft  the  whol6 
that  fhe  poffeffed.  She  even  had  the  pre- 
caution, like  Pamela,  to  leave  a  fhoe  on 
the  fide  of  a  pond  at  the  farther  end  of 
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the  garden.  Luckily,  my  Lord,  in  his 
tranfports,  had  fo  jovially  regaled  his 
Mercury,  that  he  was  juft  able  to  find  the 
"way  to  his  own  room,  and  get  into  bed, 
where  he  foon  fell  into  a  profound  fleep. 
His  Lordihip,  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate, 
was  fooa  aileep  likewifb;  with  fweet 
vifions,  on  bis  mind,  of  ihe  morrow. 
They  thus  left  every  opportunity  for  the 
wakeful  little  maidea  to  efeape» 

-  Behold  her  now,  alone,  on  the  highway! 
a  girl  who  had  not  attained  her  fixteenth 
year;  ignorant  where  to  go,  or  of  whom 
to  a{k  prote£Uoh ;  without  money,  or  any 
thing  elfe,  but  her  refolution,  and  her  vir« 
tue :  but,  they  were  fufficient ;  and  Jenny 
felt  neither  daunted,  nor  difcoupaged. 

"  When  fear  came  upon  me,"  faid  (he, 
^  I  looked  up  to  the  firmament,  and  the 
ftars;  reflected  that  a  gracious  God  be 
held  me,  and  would  preferve  me ;  and  I 
then  refumed  my  journey,  with  increafed 
fatisfaftion.     Neverthelelsy  I  could  not 
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forbear  recalling  fometimes  to  my  re« 
membrance  tbe  coach  which  had  been 
promifed  me;  but  this  was  only  when  I 
felt  very  much  fatigued/* 

On  leaving  Ferfham^  {be had  Uken  the 
road  to  Summerhill,  becaufe  it  was  the 
only  one  with  which  (he  was  acquaintedt 
She  had  fometimes  been  to  this  place,  witl^ 
her  late  relation ;  who  had  an  old  friend 
fettled  here,  named  Sarah  Wills:  and 
Jenny  remembered,  with  much  preafure,- 
that  fhe  had  once  eat  fome  fine  chetriea 
in  the  orchard  of  Sarah ;  and  that  it  war 
her  fon,  the  alert  and  handfome  little 
Francis,  who  climbed  like  a  fquirrel  to 
the  top  of  the  tree,  gathered  them,  and 
dropped  them  into  Jenny's  apron.  She 
like  wife  recollefied,  that  he  had  oncealfo 
made  her  a  prefent  of  a  beautiful  neft  of 
goldfinches;  and  that  fhe  had  often. beeir 
with  him  in  fearch  of  hazel  nuts  and. 
ftrawberries.  Indeed,  it  muft  doubtlefs 
hav*  been  her  good  genius,  which  infpir- 
ed  the  happy  idea  of  Francis^  and  the 
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pfeafing  recreations  of  her  infancy:  for^ 
while  Ihe  thought  of  thefe,  Ihe  felt  no 
longer  fatigue ;  her  fteps  were  light  and 
quick;  and  th^  recolle6ion  that  there  was 
fuch  a  thing  as  a  coach  in  the  wqrtd^ 
sever  once  returned  to  her  mitkd^ 

At  lengthy  by  the  dawn  of  d^^  fhe  ar- 
fived  at  Summerhitl,  and  was  prefently 
before'  the  houfe  of  Francis's  parents. 
He  was  already  rifen.  She  had  perceived 
him  at  fome  diftance ;  or,  at  leaA,  hoped 
XI  might  be  him:  for  ihe  had  not  feen  him 
for  three  or  four  yekrs;  and,  in  this  intend 
▼aly  he  had  increafed  fo  much  in  fize^ 
flUtt  ftie  would  probably  not  have  recoU 
lefied  him  elfewhere.  She  quickened 
her  pace;  and  behold  her,  now,  out  of 
breath,  blufhing,  and  curtfying  to  him^ 
while  (he  faid — "  Good  morning,  Mn 
Francis !  Have  you  forgot  Jenny  Tomp- 
fon,of  Ferfliam?" 

No,  fiirely;  Francis  had  not  forgot 
Jenny,  though:  he  little  expe£led  to  find 
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her  in  his  own  village  fo  early-  in  the 
morning.  He  had  thought  more  fre* 
quently  than  herfelf^  probably^  of  the 
cherries,  the  nuts,  the  ftrawberries,.  and 
the  neft  of  goldBnches*  Indeed,  he  bad 
refolvedto  efcape  fome  Sunday,  and  go 
to  Ferlham,  that  he  might  learn  fome- 
(hing  of  his  young,  friend.  He  was  there* 
fore  very  happy,  when  heleaxjie;d  that  (he 
had  refufed  to  be  the  miRreft  of  a  Lord} 
and  that  (he  was  in  fearch  of  an  afylum: 
for  (he  related  to  him  the  whole  of  her 
little  (lory,  (itting  by  his  fide>  on  the 
bench  before  the  houfe;  and  wept  much, 
while  Ihe  confeffed  to  him  that  flie  knev 
not  where  to  go,  nor  what  would  become 
of  her! 

"  Do  not  defpair,  my  dear  Jenny,"  faid 
Francis,  while  he  gently  paflfed  his  arm 
round  her  waift,  and  preffed  her  hand,, 
"  you  (hall  remain  here.  1  will  fpeak  to 
roy  parents:  my  mother  is,  indeed,  a  lit- 
tle crols  and  obllinate  fometimes;  but,, 
when  it  is.me  who  alks  any  thing  o£  her^ 
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[he  very  feldom  reftifes. — Stay !  here  is 
fny  father  coming:  I  will  begin  with  him^ 
md  do  you,  ray  dear  Jenny,  remain  here 
the  while/' 

Old  Thomas  Wills,  defirous  of  kno'w* 
ing  what  young  lafs  his  fon  ivas  difcourf- 
ing  with  fo  early,  advanced  towards 
diem.  Francis  foon  ac^juainted  him  with 
the  ftory  of  jenny,  the  facrifice  Ihe  had 
made  to  virtue,  her 'embarraflment,  the 
danger  into  which  even  this  facrifice  had 
thrown  her,  and  the  neceffity  there  was 
for  her  £nding  immediately  an  afy lum» 

All  this,  urged  warmly,  and  likewife  by 
a  favourite  fon,  much  afFefted  the  old 
man;  and^  if  his  good  wilt  had  been 
alone  in  queftibn,  from  that  moment, 
Jenny  would  have  been  received  under 
his  roof:  but,  Thomas  had  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  decide  on  nothing  without  the' 
opinion,  or  rather  without  the  orders^  of 
his  dear  %oufe,  Sarah, '  ^ 
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^<  We  (hall  fee  what  Sarah  fays  to  it, 
my  dear  girl !"  faid  he  to  Jenny :  "as  to 
myfelf,  I  (incerely  vi(hit;  but,  if  Sarah 
will  not " 

She  will,  father!"  faid  Francis,  with 
emotion;  ^^ certainly,  (he  will.  Can  flic 
have  the  confcience  to  abandon  Jennys 
the  niece  of  her  late  friend  ? — Come  and  let 
.  usaikher  together!— Remain  here,  Jenny; 
I  (hall  prefently  return,  with  good  news-^ 
Chear  up,  my  dear  girl,  all  will  go  welU" 

There  were,  however,  ftrong  appear- 
ances, that  all  would  have  gone  very  ill| 
and  that  the  harfh  Sarah  would  have  un? 
feelingly  refufed  poor  Jenny,  if  Francii^ 
had  not  thought  of  a  little  ftratagenit 
He  knew  his  mother  well;  and  that  it  was 
only  neceffary  her  hufband  (hould  appear 
to  have  one  will,  for  herinftantly  to  adopt 
another,  the  firmeft  and  moft  decidedly 
Qppofiie.  Even  the  dear  Francis,  in  thir 
cafe,  could  obtain  nothing;  and,  if  he 
ranged  on  his  father's  (ide,  Sarah  would 
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mly  be  more  (obftiiiately  determined. 
*  My  father,"  faid  he,  "  fuppofe  you  pre- 
end  not  to  approve  of  receiving  Jenny!" 

Thomas  immediately  comprehended 
lim*— '*  You  artful  ^ififung  dog !"  faid 
ic,  tapping  him  on  the  (boulder.  "  How- 
ever, I  confent  to  it;  and,  at  leaft  once 
a  her  life^  my  wife  will  do  what  I  wiA/' 


then  opened  the  chamber  door 
)f  Sarah;  .crying — '^  Well,  fiatherf  my 
AOther  will  decide,  this  is  her  bufinefs." 

J. 

Sarah,  awakened  by  this  pleafing  plro^ 
>ofa],  determined  on  Francis's  being  in 
he  right,  before  fhe  knew  the  fubjed  of 
lifpute*. 

"  I  know,  my  dear  mother,  that  you 
fill  approve  ot  a  good  adlion !"  He  then 
at  down  on  the  edge  of  bis  mother's  bed, 
leftbwed  on  her  his  carefles,  and  related 
ihe  flory  of  Jenny.  '^I  was  fo  fure,  dear 
oother,  of  your  receiving  lier  kindly, 
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that  I  fliould  immediately  have  brougb 
her  in;  but  my  father  faid,that *' 

^  And  what  objedions,  pray,  (hould  hi 
have!*'  interrupted  Sarah;  ^^amlnotdu 
miftrefs,  to  receive  into  this  houfe  whom : 
pleafe  ?  It  would  be  very  fine,  truly,  ti 
leave  in  the  ftreet  the  niece  of  poor  dea 
Kitty ;  a  child,  too,  of  my  own  native  vil 
lage!-Go,  my  dear  Francis,  and  bring  ii 
to  me  this  poor  girl,  without  anothe 
word  on  the  fubjeft.'' 

Francis  did  not  wait  to  be  twice  order 
cd :  he  flew,  with  pleafure ;  and  prefentl] 
returned,  leading  in  Jenny  by  the  hand. 

•'  Come  near,  my  dear  girl :  it  feem 
my  hufband's  wifli  pot  to  receive  ybu 
but  it  is  mine  to  do  fo,  and  that  is  fuf 
ficient." 


Francis  had  ^apprifed  her  of  the  littl 
artifice  which  they  had  contrived:  (h 
therefore  anfwered  Sarah,  as  had  bee; 
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agreed  between  them;  recoTtimerided  hiir- 
felf  to  her  proteftion ;  affured  her  of  her 
perfeft  obedience  and  docility/ and  was 
adopted  into  the  faniity. 

^Since  fhe  now  is  in  perfeft  fafety,  and 
vfery  hippy;  atleaft,  For  fome  time;  let 

us  return  a  moinent  to  Feirfliam,  to  know' 

•         

the  effeft  which  her  flight  produced 
there. 

.    •  T. 

.      ■         ■  .  ■  i  ' 

'  Whieri '  Tier  godfather  Vecovered  from 
the  efFeds  of  the  wine  which  he  had  drank, 
he  jecalled  to  his  mind — at  firft  confufed- 
\j^  and  afterwards  more  diftinftly — that 
this  wine  he  had  drank  over  the  bargain 
concluded  on  the  preceding  night;  and, 

'  that  his  girl,  Jenny,  was  to  bi^eakfaft  with 
my  Lord.     It  was  late,  and  a  valet  of  my.  - 
Lord's  came  to  inform  him  that  his  matter 
waited  to  fee  him.     He  battened,  there- 
fore, to  drefs  himfelf,  and  to  call  Jenny, 

■  She  did  hot  anfwer ;  for,  at  that  moment, 
fhe  was  occupied  in  arranging,  with  Fran- 

VCL.  II.'  c 
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CIS,  a  bed  of  vegetables,  in  the  gardeaal 
Summerbill.  She  had  juft  been  partak- 
ing of  a  bafon  of  bread  and  milk  with 
him,  and  did  not  long  for  the  chocolate 
of  my  Lord. 


■» 


Her  godfather,  not  finding  her  ia  her 
chamber,  fuppofed  that  (he  waited  fociiim. 
in  the  garden.  He  ran  thiiber,  and  called; 
her,  with  quite  as  little  effed.  It  now 
ftruck  him,  that  {he  had  eloped.  He  re^ 
turned  to  Jenny's  chamber,  jiut  found 
there  all  her  clothes,  and  likewife  fopie 
pieces  of  money  which  (he  had  hoarded* 
^  She  cannot  have  efcaped!**  faid  he; 
and  he  went  back  to  the  garden. 

It  was  now  that  he  obferved  the  traces 
of  her  fteps;  and  thefe  conduced  him  to 
the  border  of  the  pond,  where  he  per- 
ceived  her  (hoe.  He  now  did  not  doubt, 
that  ihe  hsid  thrown  herfelf  in.  His  cries, 
his  fright,  prefently  extended  even  to  my 
Lord,  Orders  were  inftantly  given,  for 
the  pond  to  be  dragged;  and,  while  they 
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were  doing  it,  my  Ldird  likewife  gave  him* 
felf  up  to  defpair. 

Though  libertinifm  hardens  the  hearty 
that  of  Lord  Lindfay  was  not  fo  cor^ 
rupted,  as  to  behold,  without  tremblings 
this  confequence  of  his  intended  feduc* 
tibn;  a  crime  of  which  he  had  hitherto 
made  fport.  He  ihuddered  for  bimfelf, 
and  his  vile  agent ;  and  the  fifty  guineas 
deftined  to  feduce  Jenny  from  the  path  of 
virtue,  were  promifed  to  whoever  fhould 
give  information  of  what  was  become  of 
ben  The  fteward  obftinately  perfifted  in 
believing  her  drowned :  no  traces  of  her 
body,  however,  could  be  difcovered; 
but,  as  the  pond  was  deep,  full  of  mud^ 
and  ran  into  a  large  river,  it  was  ther^ 
that  they  purfued  their  fearch. 

Thefe  ineffedual  endeavours  to  find 
the  corpfe,  conveyed  to  Lord  Lindfay's 
mind  fo  deep  a  reproach,  that  he  was  un- 
able  to  bear  it;  and  he  no  lefs  dreided 

c  2 


the  idea  of^  Jenny*s  lifelefs  bodf  bemg 
brought  before  him.  Fondly  hoping  to 
efcapethe  ftings  of  confcience,  by  flying 
from  the  village^  and  to  lofe  ihefn  in  the 
voriex.of  focie^y;  he'  refolved^to  fet  Oifl^ 
immediately,  for  London.        j  , . 

^*  If  the  misfortune  that  you  fcar^" 
faid  he  to  his  fteward,  on  his  departurey 
*^  has  really  happened,  we  are  both  the 
moil  cruel  of  monfters :  but  I  fiiU  flatter: 
inyfelf  that  you  are  deceived,  apd  that 
Jenny  is  fomewher-e  concealed.  A4y  leav- 
ing the  place,  will  probably  induce  her 
again  to  make  her  appearance.  Spare 
nothings  in  your  endeavours  to  find  her^ 
for  this  purpofe,  I  leave  you  thefe  fifty 
:guineas ;  and  be  fure  immediately  to  in- 
form me,  on  bearing  of  her.  If  Ihe  is  no 
more,  my  remorfe  will  fuffjciently  ex- 
piate my  cruelty  to  her;  if  fhe  exifts,  fhe 
ihall  be  eVer  (heltered  from  poverty  and 
iedufUon,  and  have  her  virtue  amply 
rewarded." 


The  ftewardyiincked;  left  no  meaTis  un- 
tried, to  find  Jenny*  Convinced,  by  the 
emptying  of  the  pond^  that  fhe  wa|,  nor^ 
there^  he  ^extended  his  etK]uiries  'every^ 
way;  and^^at^laft^^&cceeded  in  difcover- 
:iiig  her  condsalxntist  at  Sumnlerbil^  ii^^ 
the  houfe  ^f  o3d  Thomaj  Wills. 

'  Jeiuiy  "was  ifomewhat    alarmed,  'when^ 
Ae   perceived,  Mie  morning, 'her  god« 
'father  approaching^   'She    ran    to  warn' 
her  young  friend  of  the  circumflancer 

«  You'tnuft: drffcnd«ie  T  Taid  fhe;  ^  for 
Jvwin'neverireturn  witb  d)is*wiclced  maiif 

iwho  would  have*  fold  me  to  my  Ldrdt*^ 

i  ... 

*fl  will  kill  Thiinsfiitt  r  faid  Francis,  ' 
Tsifihg  :an   axd^which    he   had    in   hit 
band;  "  let  him  dar^  even  to  touch  ny 
Jittle  Jenny!" 


JTberewai,  however,  no  neceffity^  fer 


30 
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the  good  F 

rancis  to  have  recourfe  to 

'  murder. 

* 

The  'godfather  approached  them  in  -a 
very  civil  manner.  He  embraced  Jenny; 
praifed  her  for  the  prudent  ftep  which  ibe 
had  taken,  in  going  to  dwell  with  fuch 
refpe£lable  people;  recommended  her 
to  remain  with  them;  and  to  oondod 
herfelf  well :  and  promifed  to  fend  her 
the  few  effeQs  which  {he  had  left  with 
him.  ' 

^^  You  might  have  been  richer  than 
you  are,**  continued  he:  "however,  you 
have  notwifhed  it;  and,  perhaps,  you  was 
in  the  right!  Thefe  great  Lords  are  but 
fickle  beings!  My  Lord  departed,  the 
next  day,  without  thinking  any  farther  of 
you." 

However,  he  related  to  her  his  appre- 
henfions  that  {he  was  drowned;  and  he 
added,  after  a  {hort  paufe,  as  if  on  re- 
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flexion,  that  it  would  not  be  amifs,  as 
this  report  had  fpread,  if  (he  came  and 
pafled  two  or  three  days  with  him,  in 
order  to  fupprefs  it. 

Jenny  looked  at  Francis;  and,  in  a 
moment,  flatly  refufed  him.  It  was  har» 
Ycft  time ;  (he  could  not  quit  them;  (he 
nras  ufeful  to  the  family.  Francis  af- 
fitmed  the  fame.  At  length  it  was  agreed 
tfiat,  to  quiet  the  godfather,  a  certificate 
of  her  being  alive  (hould  be  drawn  up  in 
form,  and  figned  by  the  chief  inhabitants 
of  the  village,  the  curate,  Sec.  which  was 
immediately  done. 

-  Poflefled  of  this,  the  fteward  fet  off  to 
Lotd  Lindfay,  at  London;  whbfe  mind 
was  much  eafed,  by  fuch  a  proof  of  the 
exiftence  of  Jenny.  The  remembrance  of 
that  unhappy  girl  had  perpetually  haunt- 
ed him,  and  ruffled  all  his  pleafures.  He 
thought,  that  he  could  not  pay  too 
liberally  for  fuch  news :    he  therefore 

C4 
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gave  John,  his  fteward,  fix  guineas  for 
himfelf;  and  a  bank  bill  of  two  hundred 
pounds,  as  a  dower  for  Jenny,  which  he 

had  promifed. 

John,  well  fatisfied  with  his  joumeyi 
returned^ to  Feriham;  his  mind  entirely 
occupied  with  the  means  of  appropriating 
the  whole  fum  to  his  own  ufe,  Thi^ 
however,  was  not  an  eafy  thing:  his  Lord 
would  return  there  foon,  and  lyoald  ini- 
fonn  himfelf  refpeding  Jenny's  circmDr 
fiances. 

But,  fortune  fometimes  favours  eyep 
rogues;  a  fhort  time  after  this  a£l  of 
juftice  and  generofity,  his  Lordihip  was. 
feized,  on  his  return  from  a  hunting 
party,  with  a  violent  fever;  which  brought 
him,  in  a  few  days,  to  the  grave. 

■ 

His  fleward  of  Ferfham,  thus  freed 
from  the  only  witnefs  he  had  to  dread, 
kept  his  fccret,  and  Jenny's  money.  He 
brought  her,  himfelf,  her  few  effefts;  and 
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generoufly  added  to  them  a  prefent  of  fix 
guineas,  to  eafe  his  confcience:  which, 
however,  finote  him  feverely,  when  he  be- 
held  the  poor  girl  throw  herfelf  a:t  his 
feet,  flieddrng  teats  of  joy  ^nd  gratrtude^ 
and  calling  him  her  benefa^or«. 

Jenny,  rich  with  fi*  guineas;  Kving 
under  the  fame  roof  with  her  friend  Fran- 
cis,  and  (haring  generally  his  occupations;^ 
beloved  by  him,  as  tenderly  as  (he  loved 
him ;  wouM  not  have  changed  her  fate,, 
for  that  of  a  queen.  She  did  not,  how- 
ever, find  herfelf  completely  happy. 
&arab,  by  her  fpirit  of  contradiQion,, 
made  Jenny  pay  dearly  for  the  proteftion 
which  file  afforded  her.  Thomas  and 
Francis  could  not  atways  reftrain  them« 
felves^;  and  the  fmalleft  .fign  of  friend- 
fhip^  the  fiighteft  approbation,  that  Jenny 
received  from  either  of  them,  was  fure  to 
produce. her,  inftantly,  fome  ill  treatment 
from  Sarah. 


€$ 
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Jenny  bore  all  with  patience.  If  fiie 
ivas  with  Francis ;  a  look  of  his  confoled 
her:  and  when  Sarah,  after  having  un« 
kindly  treated  her,  would  fay — ^^  Go,  icije 
girl^  and  affift  my  fon,  yonder^  who  wea^ 
lies  himfelf  to  death  with  work!"  ihe 
would  fly  to  him;  fincerely  wiihing  a 
fimilar  fcolding  the  next  day,  provided  it 
might  be  followed  by  the  fame  punifli- 
ment. 

Two  or  three  years  thus  pafled  away: 
our  young  lovers  were  attached  to  each 
other,  with  an  innocence  worthy  of  the 
golden  age.  Content  to  live  together,  to 
fee  and  converfe  with  each  other,  they 
imagined  no  more;  and  their  condition, 
to  them,  appeared  incapable  of  aug- 
mented happm^^fs.  This  happinefs,  how- 
ever, was  not  to  Idft  long. 

Francis  was  the  handfomeft^  and  rich- 
eft  lad  in  the  village:  Francis,  likewife, 
was  only  twenty-two  years  of  age;  gay, 
and  lively.    Every  lafs  liked  him,  and 
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endeavoured  to  gain  bisaffeBions:  the 
more,  probably,  as  the  indifference  of 
handfome  Francis,  whofe  heart  and  eyes 
i¥ere  ever  fixed  on  Jenny,  gave  an  ad« 
ditiona)  value  to  the  conqueft. 

At  length,  the  father  of  an  only  daugh- 
ter, came  to  make  Thomas,  or  rather 
Sarah,  propofals  of  marriage,  which  were 
immediately  accepted.  The  day  of  the 
nuptials  was  agreed  on  between  the  good 
people,  without  the  youth  being  informed 
at  all  of  the  bufinefs ;  for  Sarah  never 
troubled  herfelf  about  his  confent. — 
«  Truly!"  faidfhe,  **I  fhould  like  to  fee 
bim  dare  to  difobey  me  !** 

However,  the  next  morning,  after 
breakfaft,  (he  condefcended  to  tell  him, 
that  he  muft  prepare  himfelf,  by  fuch  a 
day ,  to  marry  Peggy  Morton :  then,  with- 
out  waiting  his  anfwer,  ihe  turned  to^ 
wards  Jenny ;  and  ordered  her,^  in  the 
fame  tone  of  voice,  to  clean  the  houle 

c  6- 
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from  top  to  bottom  by  that  day^  to  Waifii^ 
Francis's  lineni  to  fetten  up  fome  poul- 
try, &c. 

Poor  Jenny  heard  not  a  word  of  aU 
this ;  her  heart  was  ready  to  burft :  ihc 
was  juft  able  to  leave  the  room,  and  gain 
her  own  little  chamber;  where,  tbrowu^^ 
herfelf  on  the  bed,  fhe  yielded  her  fqul  co^ 
grief  and  defpair.  ,i 

Alas !  (he  was  not  long  fuffered  ev^ 
to  deplore  her  misfortunes,  in  privacy> 
The  loud  cries  of  Sarah;  the  fopplica* 
tions  of  Francis;  fome  oaths  even  from 
old  Thomas ;  her  name  often  repeated,  ac;* 
companied  with  the  vileft  terms  of  re- 
proach; informed  her,  that  Francis  had 
fpoken^  had  revealed  their  affedion  for 
each  other,  and  that  the  ftorm  would  pre^ 
fently  burft  with  all  its  fury  on  her. 

Francis,  indeed,  immediately  on  her 
quitting  the  room,  had  pofitively  declared 
to  his  parents,  that  bis  heart,  and  his  pro- 
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inifcS)  jittechcd  him  to  Jjum/  Tompfon ; 
that  he  loved  her  better  than .  Ufe ;  and, 
that  he  would  never  marry  any  other 
woman* 

What  pencils  what  words,  could  de* 
feribe  the  fury  of  Sarah  ?  For  forae 
minutes,  Ihe  was  mute  with  aftonifliment 
and  wrath.  Of  little  knowledge  in  love 
affairs,  flie  had  never  fufpefled  the  af- 
fedion  of  her  fon;  and,  what  a  moment 
to  inform  her  of  itl  when. a  rich  heirefs 
offered  to  marry  Francis ;  and  bring  him, 
on  the  day  of  her  efpoufaU,  a  hundred 
pieces  of  fterling  gold. 

■ 

Alas!    Jenny,  richer  than  her,  might 

bave  offered  double,  had  her  godfather 

been  honeft;    but    this  was  a   circum- 

ftance  {he  little  fufpeded. 

At  length,  Sarah  broke  filence,  by  a 
.tofreiit  of abufe,  and  maledidions,  againft 
poor  Jenny.  Her  rage  was  fuch,  that 
for  Qace.fbc  was  of  the  fame  opinion  as 
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her  hufband ;  who,  indeed,  here  heatdly 
joined  hen 

The  good  Thomas,  however,  loved 
Jenny;  but,  then,  he  loved  money  ftill 
better,  fiefides,  as*  he  knew  it  was  per* 
fe£tly  ufelefs  to  ftrive  againft  his  wifie, 
he  ranged  on  her  fide :  (he  excited  and 
animated  him;  and,  prefently,  hisexcla* 
nations  were  louder  than  her  own. 

The  end  of  this  horrible  uproar  was, 
that  Sarah  entered  like  a  fury,  the  chain* 
ber  where  the  trembling  Jenny  was  with- 
drawn; and,  after  ill-treating  her,  both 
by  words  and  blows,  (he  turned  her  out 
of  the  houfe,  forbidding  her  ever  'again  to 
appear  in  her  prefcnce.  Franeis,  foreK 
bly  held  by  his  father,  could  not  go-  to 
the  aflfidance  of  his  young  friend,  9od 
fuffcred  as  feverely  as  berfelf. 

It  would  certainly  not  have  been  dif. 
ficult,  for  a  youth  in  all  his  vigour  H> 
have  torn  himfelf  from  the  weak  anns^  ^ 
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an  old  man:  but,  this  old  man  was  his 
iather;  and  Francis,  in  a  ftate  of  defpair. 
He  endeavoured,  however,  to  profit  by 
his  fituation,  and  to  foften  Thomas's 
heart. — ^^  My  father,"  faid  he,  embracing 
him;  ^^  Oh!  my  father,  grant  me  Jenny; 
let  me  owe  to  you  more  than  life  1** 

Sarah  was  not  there :  Thomas  idolized 
his  fon;  he  loved,  likewife,  Jenny;  and 
was  not  much  accuftomed  to  refiftance. 
Thomas  did  not  anfwer ;  but  the  tears  ran 
down  his  cheeks.  His  arms,  in  which 
Francis  was  clafped,  flackened.  Francis 
was  free;  he  now  flies,  and  hears  his  mo-» 
ther  fcolding,  as  Ihe  fattens  the  ftreet  door 
on  poor  Jenny*  Francis  inftantly  refolv* 
cd:  a  window,  about  ten  or  twelve  feet 
from  the  ground,  was  prefently  opened, 
and  out  he  leaped. 

Sarah,  who  beheld  this,  without  being 
able  to  prevent  it,  uttered  a  loud  Ibriek; 
expeding  her  fon  muft  be  either  killed 
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or  wounded :  and,  probably,  fhe  would 
have  preferred  the  tatter  misfortune,  to 
feeing  him  fly,  like  a  young  ftag,  after 
Jenny.  He  had  little  trouble  to  come  up 
with  her:  trembling,  defpairing, Ihe  had 
fat  down  on  a  done,  at  the  extremity  of 
the  village ;  and,  with  her  face  concealed 
in  her  apron,  abandoned  herfelf  to 
grief. 

She  could  have  wifhed  to  die ;  but,  to 
die  without  again  feeing  Francis,  without> 
once  more  faying  to  him — ^^  Des^r  Fran- 
cis, I  fliall  ever  love  you !"  And,  noWr 
could  fhe  defire  to  die ;  to  part  with  life^ 
and  love,  together;  to  render  poor  Fraft^ 
cis  ftill  more  unhappy  than  he  was?— 
No :  however  unfortunate  we  may  be  iir 
other  refpeQs,  a  reciprocal  afie£lion  at- 
taches us  to  life ;  we  feel  too  well,  that 
a  mere  exiftence  is  the  leaft  we  have  to 
part  with;  and,  what  misfortunes  cannot 
be  fupported,  under  the  rapturous  idea 
of  having  infpircd  as  warm  an  affe&ioa 
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airit^^t  wcpffell  Our  verytroilblesj  then, 
create  frefli  c;^im^  of  fondnefs^  and  almoll 
become  ^leafures. 

• 

.^  Jjeimy  did  not  experience  trlusyet.  She 
.  fear^4^^^  ^^ft»  ^l^at  (he  )iad  loft  Frances 
.^r.  eyer;:  but,  now,  hearing  bis  voicf, 

(he  raifes  her  head :  he  ftands  before  bet; 

Ihe  throws  herfelf  into  his  arms;  and 
fWeq^s,  inx^eed,  but  it  is  with  tear*s  of  joy» 

;J9e,tiaftiIy.|ie4  her  to  that  thi^k^wood^ 
(Vludi  you  (i^e  yonder  behipd  tbe  viUfigQ^ 
^^andwjththe  various  windings  Of'whi^h 
rbe  W9s,well  acquainted.  Jenny  could 
.liard^y.walk,  fhe  trec^bled  fp  excj^flively;: 
hlEf.fMftaips,  he  encourages ihef;  and  they 
cntfiTr  together,  .the  imp^nctraWe  loliagq^ 
;Vhf  re  tbey  fit  down. 


■ .  •■ » 

.  i  '  ■      •  •  • 


.  Aftf  IT  having  fighed,  and  wept,  forfome 
■tM^p;  jsiter  baying  fworn,  athoufan^ 
iimfjs,: :  eteirnid  conftancyto  ^ach  other;; 
lik^y  }^f  1.4  together  a  Uttlis  cauiKil,  <m 
nf }iai  W9^  foeft  to  b^  d^ne^.    .        ;> 


1  •  ■ 

»  •    ■  >  "  •      J' 


4ft  jenny;  or, 

"  In  the  firft  place,**  faid  Jenny  to  Kim, 
*^  I  advife  you  ever  to  love  me, -and  not 
to  marry  Peggy." 

"  And  my  advice  is/'  faid  Francis,  "for 
you  to  follow  me,  let  us  be  married  im- 
mediately, and  love  each  other  elfi> 
Inhere.'* 

The  tender  Jenny  liked  this  pibjefi 
very  well;  and,  undoubtedly,  it  moM 
have  been  put  in  execution,  if  our  two 
poor  lovers  had  not,  by  I  know  not  whit 
chance,  recolleded   that,   between  them 

• 

both,  they  could  not  muller  up  a  liilgTe 
fliilling.  If  they  had  pofiefled  but  oilc 
guinea,  they  would  have  been  content; 
and  have  thrown  themfelves  on  the  high 
road  of  the  world,  convinced  that  their 
treafure  would  laft  as  long  as  their  love: 
but,  here,  there  was  no  room  for  illufioo; 
they  had  nothing — abfolutely,  nothing— 
neither  one  nor  the  other.  Jenny  hid 
only  one  half  guinea  remaining,  of  tte 
fix  guineas  which  her  godfather  had  given 
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lier;  the  reft  bad  been  expended  on  rib- 
bons; a  coloured  gown,  which  much  be- 
came her,  and  which  Francis  had  chofen 
for  her;  (hoe-buckles,  and  neckcloths, 
for  Francis^'r  holidays ;  a  white  dimity 
watftcoat,  which  (he  had  nicely  embroi* 
dered  for  him,  early  in  the  mornings,  be- 
fore Sarah  was  rifen;  and,  laftly,  in  a 
fmart  pair  of  fhoes,  ^nd  fine  ftockings,  for 

-  herfelf,  becaufe  Francis  had  told  her  (he 
had  a  very  pretty  foot  But  all  thefe 
were  remaining  in  her  wardrobe,  in  the 
houfe  of  the  implacable  Sarah ;  and  Fraa- 
cisf  who  little  forefaw,  that  morning,  that 
he  (hould  wi(h  to  run  away  in  the  even- 

.  ing,  had  not  even,  about  him^  his:  pinch* 
beck  watch,  the  only  thing  of  any  value 
he  poflefled* 


It  was,  therefore,  neceflary  to  renounce, 
at  leaft  for  that  day,  their  projeft  of  flight. 
Yet  they  were  of  that  age  which)  in 
general,  fondly  thinks  love  will  ftlpply 
all;  and,  certainly,  their  a(Fedion  for 
each  other  could  not  be  doubted :  but,  it 
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W.2LS  the  excefs  of  their  love  which  ren^ 
dered  them  prudent;  each  feapcd,  for  the- 
ether,  what  they  both  wbuld^  with  plea- 
fure,  have  fuffered  alone.     They  muftf. 
.however,  decide  on  fomething :  the  day 
was  advancing ;  and  the  name  of  Francis^, 
repeated  by.  the  echoes  of  the  (breil»'bad. 
already  feveral  times  reached  their  ean». 
They  were   certainly   feeking    him;    it 
would  not  be  long  before  he  was  difco* 
vered;   and  they  would  tear  him  away 
from^  his  Jenny.    It  was^  therefore^  better 
that  their  reparation  ihould  be  voluntary) 
than.^ forced :  at  lead,  they  would  know 
•where-  to  find  each  other  again.     It  wa& 
agreed,    therefore,   that  Francis   (hould 
accompany  Jenny  through  a  bye-road| 
which  he  knew,  to  the  village  of  Ferfham; 
that  fhe  ihould  go   and   requeft,   for  a 
fbort  time,  an  afylum,'  of  her  godfather: 
alledging  fome  plaufible  excufe  for  her 
leaving  old  Thomas;    or,   if  neceflacyf.- 
confeffing  the  true  reafon. 

^<  His  Lordfhip  is  dead,    thanks  ta 
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Heaven!"    faid    Francis;     "  clCfe,    you 
Qiould  never  return  to  him." 

^^  Cruel!"  replied  Jenny;  "  had  I  a 
Francis  in  my  heart  when  I  knew  how  to 
refifthim?"  . 

-*^.  You  are  in  the  right,  Jenny;  and  I. 
might  confidently  leave  you  with  him, . 
eyen.in  that  cafe— however,  it  will  be^ 
the  bettei  as  it  is !"    :  /•  ^ 

'  Aftwlealving  Jenny  at  Fetfiiam,  Francis 
was } to  return  to  his  parents;  and  endea*' 
vour  to  appeafe  their  anger,  and  induce  - 
them  to  comply  wi^h  his  wifiies.    If  he^ 
Ihoiild  not  fuceeed,  he' would  make  Ms. 
efcape  with  Jenny^s  half  guinea,  which 
Ihe  made  him  fwear  to  take,  and  would 
go  to  London.    There  he  would  enter 
into  the  fervice  of  fome  great  lord ;  and 
get,  at  once,  twenty  guineas  wageis :  Lord 
Lindfay's  valet-^de-chambre  had  that  fttm; 
and,  as   jenny  alTured  him,    he  was  a' 
httAdred  UAes  more  faandlbme  and  gen- 
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teel.  Once  fo  well  eftablilhedy  it  would 
be  eafy  to  bring  Jenny  up  to  London ; 
and  to  find,  like  wife,  fome  lady, 
who  wanted  a  handfome  chamber-maid. 
Thus,  both  their  fortunes  would  prefendy 
be  fixed:  they  would  owe  all  to  them- 
felves;  they  would  be  free  to  many;  and 
Thomas  and  Sarah  would  be  foon  recon- 
ciled, on  beholding  them  return  very 
rich,  and  very  happy.  This  ^^  caftle  ia 
the  air,*'  which  could  not  fail  to  fucceed, 
and  that  in  a  very  Ihort  time,  allayed  all 
their  griefs.  They  believed  themfelvei 
on  the  eve  of  being  united,  formed  the 
niceft  plans  for  their  domeftic  eccmomy, 
and  agreed  on  the  cloth  and  colour  of 
their  wedding  dreffes.  They  had  even  a 
very  warm  debate,  on  the  place  where 
they  Ihould  finaUy  eftablilh  themfelves) 
whether  it  ihould  be  at.Summerhill  or 
Ferfham;  each  preferred  the  other's  birth 
place:  but,  their  arrival  at  the  lauer  of 
tbefe  villages  prefently  fettled  the  dif- 
pute,  by  recalling  to  their  recoUedion 
that  their  choice  was  not  inftantaneoufly 
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[tecdDTary  to  be  fixed  on;  and  thal^  on  the 

contrary^  it  was  now  the  time  for  their 

■ 

reparation. 

«.  Jenny  aflured  Francis,  that  this  village, 
fo  qearthemi  could  never  be  Ferfham; 
thaftifhe  bad  be;en  ten  times  longer  on  her 
way  when  (he  left  it!  But,  alas!  (he 
could  not  long  doubt,  for  (he  prefently 
recpUeOtcd  all  it's  environs.  Her  tears 
now  began  to  flow;  and^  throwing  her  arm^ 
rai|]]4  FjanciSf  (he  cried-*^  Oh,  what 
a.dif^reeab)e  place  i«  this  Fer(ham!'* 

**  Yes,''  replied  Francis;   **  it  is,  in* 
deed :  and,  I  will  never  dwe^,J||i  it/* 

I. 
We  will   pa£i   over  the   moment    of 

£upewell.      They  have,  at  length,  fepa- 

rated.     Francis,  though  he  climbed  up  a 

tree,  could  no  longer  fee  Jenny :  Jenny, 

though  (he  ftood  on  tiptoesi,  could  no 

longer  perceive  Francis;    and.  indeed, 

feared  that  (he  (bould  never  behold  him 

again.    However,  they  had  made  an  ap- 
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pointfneni-  to  meet  each  othet  iiext 
niorning;  but,  that  was  ah' age.^Mjflcif 
many  hours  I  how  many  minuter  T—^Ahdi 
if  his  parents  (bould  confine  him ! — And, 
iFmy  gddfather  fhould  keep'ihe'prilblkfr! 
Or^  if  ke  will  not  receive  m<$'  wherK  ifair' 
r  go!  whflltiifiir  become  of  ine'r  ^^SBfi' 
vent  forward}  and  trembled;  •     "  -■"•'•■  ■■"'•• 

■  Since  the  death  of 'his  Lord,  lifi^^-' 
fatherv  -with   this  '■  twc^  hiinflriEid*'  ptfnniUr' 
bfelbriging  tojennyi  -  h*d\b<iA' e«pl»j^' 
in  building-  a'  houfe,  furrotinded -^by't' 
fmall  garden;  where  Mr.  Steward  dwelt, 
arid  endeavoured  to  forgetj  in  floods  of 
wine  and  'beer,  the  unworthy.  a€kioh  of 
which  he  had  been  guilty.   Th^. continual 
prefence  of  the  viaim  of  his  deceit,  the 
interefting  and   unhappy  Jenny,   would- 
have  produced  a  very  contrary  effcft: 
and,  undoubtedly,  he  would  have  fent 
her  away,  for  this  fole  reafori,  had  it  not 
D«en  for  a  lucky  accident.     John's  old 

''*^»  *"  vain,  fought  for  one  to  nurfc 
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'^  md  £frpply  her  pfooe;  and  bad  once 
*agbt  of  :again  de^man^ng  his  god^ 
igfaEter^  at  Suninierfailfc'>  Remorfes  how- 
iTj  prevented  bis  adopting  this  plan. 
tf  when  he  faw  her  before  him,  beg« 
i^fais  pitols^ibn.^  i^i  tnii^peft  told  hioit 
jdkt  flnpnaerit,^  ^hac  he  (hoHld  ^^etreive 
bit  tnd/wasifor  this  once,  in  agreement 
ihv^iifticoaCbienqe.'.'  This,  too,  ioiidl^^ 
;illB&cid'to..luTii,ivdiat  jeiiny  bad  more 
htlhaniitiailelf  to'  irdbabit  4his  houfe; 
l/kbaliibe  could  not  refufe  her  a  cbam- 
9'inui;dweli:iag  which  was  hcrr  dWn* 
s  was  therefore  receiyedv  without  matiy 
e^icAsI  being, ia&ed  her  re  (peeing  -her 
cfianijforleaMing  the  family  of  Willis j - 


.'.  ,F  .'.:^  '>'>{"    •    ■         .^      •    -J 


'*  iSarah'isV'Uule  crofs  and  unkind  I- ■  • 
liibe9^:hhdhiiYg.<'  •  <■    : 

if.SoiWQGh;  tiM^V«f0efit  fo  lAirch  %he 
Ldtiv  young  fteifej  '  i-H^hnali  is ^^  very 
i^il;  and  myfelf,  when  L  h^t^^  drcMlf  a 
le^  am  not  much  better:  therefore, 
Mrlwil)  ifliot  licfpoile^  )>^^  I**' 

^OL.   II*  D 


but  little  by.it^j;iC^inge:>>.butv. rq[)t|[atBft 
fromi  Fx^n&isi  [  ci^hr^ :  •  d^ing':  eUe :  bBi((BB6 
iildiffei^nt  t|p'i)qi^£  >i(I  i^vir'  .v^iq  ^isv:: 

^•:Ab:inteiifegnif&'afcCoiiKl^!f»«i^^ 
eyiQcy.Diher  ..feelihg^tffjp^rhapByirandbed^ 

h^ndM^f^rmrlmoHbly/pleafi^iieoiiiiflbcttf 
iinr<^tto«^e;i'wb|eora&reiiTkiindheL^ 
qhj ed^  in.  bein); ifoi  vritEl  fcSfpiarBiiKilfmnr* 
thing.  We!  (h0iildiorepfcdadi.>duisftlvkif 
iff.vprofperity  and.  bappihiersinUuniinsf 
tbefo:  iHt^rvals. .  Jennys .  tbereforci^/  pa: 
tkatly : 'bore  the  rudendf^rofd her-i godp 
fatber;  and  the  ill  buipoiirs^bfoHaBiDblv 
v^hom  fhe  tended  and  nurfed  as  well  as 
flie  could*'  She  ,  had^fdm^^itrbuble 'to 
efcape,  for  a  few  minutj^iilhridi^tidaj^' 
to  the  entrance  of  the  village,  the  place 
agreed  pn>fotih4i%rJ9994ej^.'^o(i&r»w«th)7rita- 
c^r>/Xhey  b<;xtb'4<rivfed  tiiQfa^akx\oftJM 

When  their  tj^aAfport^jbadi  a*  littlc^aib^r 

. ' '  . '  1:}.'' 
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fidcdy' Hand;' they  wtxd  ih\t  tb'i  taUk  (and 
HAen  to  eatkj  other  ;:/and'w1(efiJE^f^Qtcii9 
likewife,  .hadiibeen  infonnedofojenpy's 
recepudtit;.vbc(i'elatttd  .to  h^ty/tba/:  h^  jb^d 
n)et>with  ajiaflrly/iotr  the  mbabjitiant^  <>flkh 
vii\9fgif.:m.Jc2iichiio{  him^  ;^bo-)>9flre 
jEQucbi  iiirprifed  ;  to  fee  him  'rfstuKning 
alone,  and  >i?ei^  .quietly,'  on^is:  wa}^;  \x^ 
Sumiiierhilli '  Sarah,/ had  been  rei^nding 
sdi  ialaiim,  from  houfa  io  houfe(.  iT^h^^f 
ber^-ttiwas  Jenny  whorhad  runaw^^jM^th 
hfcriffon^'-^at  lead,  it  was  her  \^j)o.  .had 
fisduced  him!-^She  was  a  wicked  huffey^ 
an^angrajteful  qreskCur^fj,  who  would  have 
ftarved,  but  .fq[<:ber,  a^ftance!  aod  this 
wais-thei  reward  of .  all  her  ^oodoefs!— * 
This  way  of  rcprefepting  things,  was  not 
favo^cable  toijeni^ :  thus,  every  oner— 
parentsf,  at  leaOr— &ai?ed9in.fome  degree, 
Sarialh's^aiDger;  jprott)ifed  ,^p  .purfue  the 
^ddng! lovers ;.  jfcO ;  b^ng)  Ffaflqif<,b wk  to 
bcr!;  and  lOf  fertd: Jenny  to^.  t^e  houfe  ^pJF 
correction.  Their' firft  queftipn,  wjien 
tbey  jcame  up  with  Francis,,  wias-r^V  W)}!?^^ 
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is  Jenny?"     **  I  have  left  her  at  For:. 

Iham."*— ^^  You  are  not,  then,  going  to 

elope  together  ?" — ^^  We  never  thought 

of  it.     She  will  remain  at  her  godfather's, 

and  I  am  returning  to  my  father's  houfe.* 

Thefe  few  words;  the  honeft  and  open 

air  of  him  who  uttered  them ;  the  power 

that  youth  and  beauty  poflefles  over  the 

heart;  perhaps,  likewife,  the  general  cha^ 

raBer  of  the  vulgar,  which  a  very  trifle 

witi  turn  over  from  one  party  to  another, 

changed,  in  an  inftant,  the  difpoGtionr  of 

the  crowd.     'Inftead  of  returning  home 

as  a '  rebellious 'fon,  who  came  to  intreat 

pardon ;  his  entry  into  the.  village,  and  his 

father's  cottage,  was  a  kind  of  triumphal 

one.     He  was -conduced  to  it  by  all  the 

inhabitants;  who  hemmed  him  round,  and 

would  not  return  him  into  his    parents 

hands-,  without  conditioning    that    they 

fhould  not  reproach  him,  nor  a(k  him 

any  que  (lions,  but  fliould  receive  ^him 

with  open  arms*       Some    young  folks 

wifhed  to  add,  to  this  treaty  of  .peace^ 

«  that  he  Jhould  rMfrry  hn  Jenny:'    The 
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elders,  of  the  village,  however,  repre- 
lented  that  it  was  entrenching  on  Englifli 
liberty,  thus  to  curb  parental  authority. 
The  youngfters  again  maintained,  that 
every  Englifhman,  who  had  pafled  his 
one  and  twentieth  year,  ought  to  be  free 
to  marry  wKom  he  pleafes.  Difputes^ 
increafed;  their  fpirits,  grew  warm;  and 
the  hero  of  the  moment  was  forgoty 
and  left  with  his  relations,  '\  that  they 
night  decide  the,  argument  at:  the  ale^ 
houfe» 

Siarah  kept  very  ill  the  promife  whicK 
Ihe  had  made.  Her  fon  was  at  firft  ca-^ 
refled,  then  fcolded,  and  at  laft  abfo* 
lately  pcrfecuted.  They  had  invited  to 
fupper  the  young  lady  whom  he  was  to 
marry,  with  her  father :  Francis  pofitively 
refufed  to  appear  at  table ;  and  this  put 
Sarah  into  the- higheft  rage.  The  next 
day^  afler  much  Altercation  and  trouble, 
Francis  obtained  leave  of  his  parents  to' 
abfent  himfelf  for  fome  time,  on  condi- 
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mas  and  Sarah,  chiefly  to  know  if  ihcfaad 
not  followed  their  Ton,   brought  her  hm 
eflPeds,  and  appeared  fatisfied  at  finding 
her  there.     He  even  fpoke  a  few-Wotdl' 
to  the  godfatber^^  on  the  inclinatibnt^of 
the  young  folks^-^^he,  indeed,   hadl  eil'^ 
deavouredto  fpeak  to  him  on  thefubjed'r 
but,  fearing  .they  fhould  aflc  a  poition  o£ 
him^  he  was  very  fiiy,   and  pretended  not 
to  underftand  them...  He  only  Temarkedjr 
that  he  was  ytry  glad  to  haye  -bis /god- 
daughter with  him^;    that  fhe   wis!  very 
ufeful;  and  that  he  itill  wifhed  ta- keep 
her.     He  even  hinted  that,  if  he  was  fat«- 
fied  with  her  condufl,  he  might,  perhaps^ 
marry  her  to  hia  nephew;  but,  it  was  novr 
Jenny's  turn  to  be  deaf  to  aU  propofid* 
of  this  kind* 

She  received,  frequently,  news  of 
Francis,  who  had  not  yet  been  able  to 
place  himfelf  advantageoufly.  Jenny  fcnt 
him  her  half-guinea,  and  her  garnet  neck- 
lace ;  fhe  only  kept  a  gold  ring,  which  he 
had  exchanged  with  her  on  the  day  of  his 
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ib^xneliahdfaQi^iifynaipiiiboy^ff!  SAritwdJheny 
dmr,  i Ftanti^l .!Vti-", ^AMemi^  myi.  ^  JtnnyV^^-^ 
^^mcakl^'i'^rr^FdreivdFA  W^en  their  voices 
ll6QMie.lorsidijUo3^  and  it^ivtaa  jieceflary: 
Abopft'toJbilUob  this  oft  repeated  fare^el  ^ 
ixiQtitefbla!u>ftanecbaid^Vinade  them  rt-* 
tf  lice  their  ileps;.' and vpFbfeiiltly;  ithey  were 
sigain  i»iea^:k  oltltebibjartfasi:.  At  ^eiigth^  day 
begaiirjtoi  jclaffSJnriPr^licSs^  had  a  vallc  of 
t^^lMlVe.  mUes^ :  to:  Vtacki  iiis  I  own  home^;: 
Jeooy  ^ardcQlie^teidr  tbiif,  f^moioned  up  alt 
tbcjcereiutioiiibEiYbr  foul^^  ohce  more  ut«^ 
tereda£arewe}f  vihkh,%as  meant  fc^  the^ 
laftv-ificd  haft ily.  away  without  Iboking^ 
backj  randiprcfemLy^iiteached.:  hisr  own- 
chamfacv.i.  Oid  (]a!U^hi{wa»obut][>oorly 
adMta^fsd^iibhai  dvobinjp;  '.but^  the  nex^ 
day 9  Jenny  applied  herfelf  diligently  to^ 
bufinefs;  and  felt  confoled,  for  all  her 
tt0uh\€9ii  a&^Q  jqfie^ed^each  evening, 
that -fdoMither. day  rJi^dilrcd*! 

.  vSoomitft^  Friiiiici»!s.  departure^  one.' of  i 
lac  MtlUiiion^rhm  vitJaout  doubt  by.  Thoi* 
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aDv  news  irQin  Francis:  all  her.  leUen 
remained iunaniwqred.    .,  .  ..,< 

At  lengtl^,  (he  refolved  to  -write  to  the 
perfonwith  whom  FrfinciSflodged. .  Tbii 
was  an  herb-woman,  a.  friend  or  relation 
pf.  the  neighbour  who  had  recommended 
him.  Jcfpny  conjured  this  woman,  IQ 
inform  her  what  was  become  of  Francis; 
and,  to  intereft  her  more,  mentioned  the 
relation  which  .  ^xifled .  between  thfm: 
befeeching  her,  however,  to  keep  it  a 
fecret.  .  Her  le^tter  was  iimple,  and  feel- 
ing; (he  waited  for  an  anfwer,  with  an 
impatience  which  left  her  not  a  moment's 
repofe. 

Alas!. this  fo  long  defifed  anfwer  ar- 
rived; but,  it  did  not  reftore  happinefs 
to  Jenny.  Mrs.  Hart,  after  fom^*  bitter 
rajilery,  advifed  her,  as. a  friend,  -  to  tbjok 
up  more  of  Francis  Witls;,  wbp  no  longer 
thought  pf  her,  and  who  had  found,  at 
London,  a  match  which  fuited  him  better 
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4te>ilhy  H(beir%jdi Kr4nici%  ftiOiA^vjf?  her  iq 
iif!3ilfilJW[  iflOT^i-^as  her  Jetter§  would  no 
longdr  bcifcctiY^.;  r^cqupftiifg  h^fti  alfo, 
M/e»dbac^ffi4df6<red:t0Mjrs<.fHar^,  his 
siQg^i  as-he/M^rncdiifil'li-and;  >»iih  it: 

fi5Ci|ed>hor&dmalir:herp*(npi&»)i!:;  .,  ; 

-'*  J^naj^is  rio^* Ai^as^i i  mdti^c  toplofild  iip^ 
die.ittxepy  a*  letter  Hviiicb  ]^,my  hs^tdly^ 
€OfjAd  resdihroughyi  atid  .'W'lki^  Mras  pi^r- 
feotlyi'JwetwitihihfiriteaFar --!  :j.i -    t  :  , 


n     .1    ;  !n.':!jf<.  r  ^vjixi-^  -^r- 


;  '^iffcfi  liiit  wis  toofitirdjrlhisit  ringvhkh 
Fkimcisi  toolq  jfr^bk  hiCE  tbatkl:;  wJbiph/  the 
kifiefl  withffucH  ivdotu-;}  and  which^  Vin- 
^\k  tdplaicbullbhybtalinger,:  it  b^mg  tpo' 
lHi2U^(I^;huii§^ipunjifhisneclfr9ivith  ft  rib- 
bbitio^  vjennjs^^oand.depofited  .  in'  hU^ 
bofom. 

.  Brancb*  riirgp xoe  lirge ;  for  hier, .  yfM' 
at  this  moMmkht'fufpiQdded  onfh^  bcjart^'r- 
Her.  fir  ft  4  motion   Avai?^    to  v  tea{-  it   olF;, 


..  .'■I 
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the  fecond;.«...  ShtfU  I  dare < to 4ia8id 
it  ? — Yes,  warm  and  feeling  fouls  wiU^ak 
low  for  her  ....  In  violently  pulling: k 
off,  the  ribbon,  which  held  ic^ -did  not 
break,  but  the  knot  tightened  round  the 
neck  of  the  unfortunate  Jenny.-^A  finglc 
motion  more,  and  Jenny  would  no  longer 
have  exifted  .  •  •  •  •  Oh,  how  ftrongly 
was  ihe  tempted  to  it  I  What^  thcnt  xe- 
ftrains  her  ?  •  Of  what  value  was  life,  to 
her?  Francis  no  longer  loves,  no  longer 
lives  for  her! — Yes,  but  Francis  ftill  ex- 
ids;  all  hope  is  pot  vaniihed ;  he  may  re- 
turn  to  her;  htf  may  repent  his  infidelity; 
perhaps,  he  even  already  repents  it.*— He 
will  return,  and  not  find  Jenny;  and  wilt 
fay — ^^It  is  I  who  have,  killed  herT  NO} 
dear  Francis !  as  lohg  as  you  exift  in  i\m 
world,  Jenny  will  not  voluntarily  quit  ttl 

She  even,  at  laft,  refolved  not  to  fend 
back  this  ring,  which  he  had  the  cruelty 
to  demand  of  her :  Ihe  pafTed  it  through 
the  fame  ribbon,  which  ihe  replaced  on 
her  neck ;  with  feme  little  hope,  that  it 
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night  prove  ibitaiwte,  and'  fHivFnnw 
irould  return' to  faer«  :  But  thb  hope  le& 
Ibned  everf  day;  liotwithftanding:  the 
prohibition,  flie  continued  to  write,  yet 
never  obtained  any  anfwer.  She  ardent^ 
If  iwiflied  to  know,  if  the  parents  of  Fran- 
cis heard  horn  him;  if. he  was  nvarried, 
and  her  own  misfortunes  thus  completely 
decided« — ^But,  whom  could  fhe  addcfcis 
on  the.fubjeB?  Sarah  never  wiihed  to 
fice  her.  again;  and  felt  .each  day  :more 
prejudiced  .again  ft  her,  as  fhbrconfidered 
her  the  cauie  of  her  fpn'^dfiparture;>  * 


•    »  .  r       .        «■  ■  »  |» 


At  length,  after  fome  months  pafled  in 
theiiBo&'dceadful  ftatie  of .  fufpdnfev  fte 
seceivediai'Vifit  from  thatiame  ndationof 
Fruicis,  whociMid  before  birougktvh&r  the 
few  cloaths  which  fhe  had  left  behind,  on 
quitting  Summerhilh  /' .        ^ 

.  •  •  ■  I         ■  T- 

f*;       - .     .     .  ''  ^  •  ' :  ■  \ .  !  ■  !  ■  I         •    ■•  4 :  ■  ■  r 

It  *  -     <  '  ■ *  1^    '        -'         .••        ••  w     1  *  •  ^ 

s 

'  • .  She  prefently  perceived^,  that  he  came 
to  difcovier '  if  ibe  -  received-  lettdrs  froih 
Francis, .  or '  knew  whece  be  i  was.  Her 
deep  forrow.;  ithe  tears  flic  ihed^  on  the 


pronotthQifig  6iihc^numQiQ£Fnnck^:^ff!t» 
vied  to  .Hinovi'that i  (he  .was; no .  bettor, 9» 
fojcm^pd  on  ithii  fubje8,  tlsaiv'^tfaemftbdi 
and  much  affedcd  htm.  ^    .(!!  ..   i  i'ii.i.-: 


.  I ' 


.    •  .     .      .     ■  •      •  ■     ■      t  I  m.      \i  •    !        .   .>  • 


Mutiial  canfidpnde  pireiently .tobkjilacei 
iher  informed  bttn j  i  £roih .  what  tiiDc!  iio 
had  ceafed  bearing  from  him. ;.'  He  cbn* 
fcfled  that,'  duiing  nearly  jt^ifafDeiinter^ 
valyi;  Thomas,  asvd  Sarah  fiad^ktioeiiBed  do 
account  of  .bim.  :i'Tbe)n  bad- iieciLifVeiy 
uneaify^;rand^;tD;  qUigdlifin^^l^iLdeitcrf 
mined  J  on  going  ru^i  to  i '!t^oildoii^  from 
whence  he  was  juft  returned. 

^*  Well,  SirV*^  faid  3ebajyi')tifembliiig 
like  a  leaf^  ^f^  iiiave  you  feed  ibin  3  .wbon 
b  be ?  what  is  beconle  i>f  bini>if'r/  ^  \  \  :\w?. 

<^  I  am  as  ignorani  ais  youcft^If^  .Mib 
Jenny :  either  Francis  is  no  longer  in 
iMondon^,  or  be,  keeps:)biiQrfidfi;eocfceli3ed 
ther^.  I  havis  been  i  there  i  i  eight  •  diyfr; 
have  vifited  every 'public  place, .  the  o& 
fices  for  iervants^  wherever  it.  was  likei-y 
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:o.  me^t.  with  ]iii9).>i|ttui  h^^bas.c^v^^D  l^eeci 
idvenifed  in  the  newfpaperttj;)p^^  i^llfhy 
exertions  have  been  attended  ivith  no 
[\i^,cefs.,  I  have  n^et  ^  with  .  pepp}^  t  Afiio 
ly.^ye/ifeep  jhiipi  but  tbfly.  Jf:no?>f  not .  \fbftt 
U/^con^ .arhiW'   [,,        ,  .      ;     --^ O 

i' *f.A*id  M«s..Harr.r  faid' Jenny.    •  '- ^ 

■««):Thdrel^^wenfi.>ftrfti:  birt-fed-tes  BML 
appeared^  as  well. sis  FraiKi^U^t  Ji^erairh^ 
to  Sutnmerhill,  grieved  at  having  fo 
poorly  fucceeded ;  and  hip  ^tdnti'^-'are 
almoftin   derpair.  .    It.»ftrdek/^ii^,nMi^ 

Jieni>y9  that  ybu  i!bighk,vpiii>b&bly^fi^l:rMtw 
mote,  lahoiit  him;  bui,  I  (findf^hatr  1^^ 
jvrong*  .:He  is  i::lo(l:yoQng:^'vin«ini^<>'Hli^ 
parents  Would  hkve  il6ni  beiRer,  vk  ^i^rig 
him  to  you  I  You.are'hat'iiicl^'it  i^^true'; 
but,  >youare  a  good- girl  ^'knd^UhaV^^ftU 
ways  told  tny  cbufin'  fo  j' afi4,  ifybu  haVt 
»o  objection  to  tiiyj{uppl^irig(tke>pUi!«e 
of  •  Francis  in  yodr  liearti  'the  affail'>'  ^i\\ 
be  foon  concluded.    laiA  ffiy^^wipbtif* 
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ter;    rich;  young;  and,  you  tnay  loeet 
withaworfet" 


J         m 


•*  I  am  obliged  to  you,  Sir,"  (aid  Jenny, 
endeavouring  lo  fupprcfs  hferfobs^^^-yoa 
deferve  fome  one  whoteves  yoo":  Hove 
only  Francis,  can  never  love  any  but 
.him  .  • .  ^ »"  And,  her  tears  beginntng  to 
flow,  fhe  left  him;  requefting  be  would 
fell  Sarah  thai,,  if  by  accident  (he  beard 
of 'Eran^is,  (be  would  ^inform  heir« .     '  , 


•1  ■ 


Thus  was  poor  Jenny  ihore  than  ever 
given  up  to  the  torments  of  uncertainty; 
ignorant  whether  fhe  fhould  deplorethc 
.death,  or  the  infideUty,  of  her  lover.  She 
alitioft  looks  backy  with  regret,  on  that 
lime  when  flic  believed  him  happy^  lA 
JLondon,  with  her  rival :  at  leaft,  (he  could 
ihen  fay„flie  did  Jfiy— «  He  will  perceive 
It  is  not  his  Jenny;  he  will  return  to  her, 
and  will  only  Ibve  her  the  better!"  Noil 
Ihe^knew  not  what  to  think,  what  to  con^ 
Qlude.    Sometimes  it  ilrikes  her,  that  it 
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is  Mrs.:Hart  .wirofm  beloves^^.thst  they 
are  fomewhens  concealed  ^  tdgethjar ;  and 
yoi\6\sfy  HihijA^-'hcri  biiii':Jiaii:s-:not  long^ 
this  viol^ntfpaffioi^  was} np^iitted £(»::' tfae 
foft  and  feeling  foul<h£:r|flriayipi-r*^:Noi**; 
faid  fhe,  ^^  if  Francis  had  even  forgot  me, 
be*wiodId.bavc:  rdausn]Bered:his.£EAfaer  khd 
ipoiherf  fac  erer  oherilhed  and  refpidSMb 
them';  andy-ifhe  wcfeiftill  in  exift^ice,  ke^ 
vduid  not  afiUd'thcliroHl  age  to  -thii  ex<» 
cefs!"  She  then,  wept  hiipdieaih|y^ 'rather 
than  bis  inconftaney:;^'.  i    J/- /  > 

rThkuobappf^vieonditioii^bftrli  neietrty 
twiy^  yfears|.  whbout  Ihere^^bappeifiog  atiy 
dwiige^?>either  m  the  .fefcrimcteCif  1  or  the 
lale^  :of^jiinny«  i  Her  god&tlierlii^ol^^  ferr. 
vanit  -  being  deaid,  be  offered  <:&U  g<Kl* 
daughters  to  whoie  attendahcfn  be  was:  aic- 
oaApmedf  tbe  honour  ofTi^uccetding'hery: 
QOikhe'fiEdne  cohditipnis.'yrtbaDis,  I0!bai!te'j» 
peat  deal  of  ikboisr^iandizv^  fmattm^ige^ 
She  accepted .it^f^.'^witUoujri^fiefitaticmj:  all 
vas  alike  to  hen.'  Anmber^mafter  might 
have  reproved  her.fcir  her  firdii^fs>j  but 
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here,  at  leaft  ^hile  her.god£Uher/i^tt 
drinking!  or  Oeeping,^  and  tfaefe-.'Wftrei  alt. 
inoft  the  folc^iemploymtnthiiii^  hi!i  'lift^. 
flii'ccmld  .weep>^£iufireftraine49j'wlut0  be 
|Jurfued-hec  bufihefs.    ..:  ;\:'ihyA  Ji.;.:  iV.i 

i  HowevAr,  hotumithflandiog wthiaiTomV)! 
mA  ijLslconfe^uenc  effe&.on  het  pcifoiv 
tot  grief  is  the  greateft  jdeftcoyer  of  bniib 
ty.j  0ie.<wa3  ftilL  ihandfbkne.idaough  Uufiv 
on  hci?relf|iieaGh.Sanday,i7  ai;  chiircb;!  the 
only  day  on  which  ih^.  went. out, x  tfatmok 
tice  of  all  the  marriageable  young  mcD. 
She.Md^'bcTidesvrQJBxcelleiit^tniputitiLidh; 
the  management,  and  ;ecoiibin)iF:*iof.y  Mm 
Jpbnlo.hauffQ.badygone  on  fo':%fteU:iiitt:b 
Jcikn^!bad:ilii6idiJDO@iori  of  it.;,  flielvarfd 
retire (^ ft)  Aiodeill^^  thiat  ihrappeared,  nHv 
viihibndiAg.iher  i.f)Qverty,.  Xo  .goodii 
nut}thj((iiiiatjsDaiijr  inrecj^d  adT^btageAv 
a^yerlMiros  .sven^midroitb  rher^'  ibiltyiKko 
v^ktniimtt  '(ifl«nf.iiosthefn  iiilledgiiigi^MB 
hbr  Ottiy!  Tdafbn^i'tUat./a^ihdr  .godfotbdf 
v^s  grofwingfioJdfland'infinmj  Acjdid-  not 
viA  tolteA^himi  'tFtanc(Zs'&  coufifv  1^^ 
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wife,  often  Te^urned,  for  bis  own  ends,  and 
it  was  him  alone  whom  fhe  had  not  im<^ 
mediately  eftrang^;  for,  at  leaft,'fhe  con«^ 
yerfed  with  him  on.  the  only  obje3:  which: 
c^ould  intereft  jier,  of  wbofc  fate  both, 
were  ftill  Ignorant.  ^     r  ; 

.  Qrief  preyed,  on  bis ,  parents >.  and,  ,^, 
xnisfortunesfeldom  come  alone,  they  were^ 
weighed  down  by  V9;rious  miferies;  ^nd- 
obliged  to  confide  their  little  inter.efl;sj4o> 

ftrangers,  whoxobbed,  who  deceived  th^mv* 

i  ■ 

■.:••■  .     .    '.^  ..  -  .      .        .  ■  .     ■  I 

A. 

Sarah,  who  had  the  management  of  all, 
liecameblindi^  Thomas  was-^mple^  fafy, 
a^d  credulous,  and  was  pftpt^  ^oqi v|^ 
Landf  badly  tilled,  prod|ipe;d,<pooT  ;Ci-ppf  ^) 
qb]^ed  to  pay  for  this  unp^oduSivp  l^^, 
hour,  they  gr^dsu^lly  run'  in  debjL^;^  ^[^ 
Wpre,  atf  leng.tJi,:oblig€Kl  AP:>felliikeJ«)efe 
fca^i  muchibelftw.  tjhejrwailui^K;  ?T9  cof^fe 
pjeteib^ir  nd|is^fortM»|^,^>Ugfctai«gfet,tb©^^ 
l|arn  on  fir^^  .if,  profejfttly  >  rei^ohftcJi]  t^if ^ 
Houfe,  and.  tpok^  frpjw  tbeiti  wfeat  reipjviof 
ed*     Their.  Jiiye4  .Vere!.  wiibrrii^i^i*!**! 
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hved ;  but  Sarah,  who  was  that' night  ex# 
pofed  likewife  to  rain,  was  attacked  with 
a  general  rheiimatirm,  which  ncfvif  left 
her.  Thomas,  ftlH  more  unfortunate, 
and  who  deferved  i^  lefs,  broke  Iiis  thigh, 
in  efcaping  from  the  flames.  Thus,  i^ere 
thefe  poor  old  people  reduced  to  the 
ihoft  di'eAdRiV  iridigerice;"  wanting' dten 
tfce  neceflaries  of  life ;  laying  together  oa 
a  miferable  bed  of  ftraw,  in- a  wretched' 
chamber;  reproaching  theriiftlvt*.  rof 
thfeit  cruelty  to  their  fon  and  Jenny  ;  tStt- 
repeating — "  Heaven  ispunifhing  usl** 

«  Poor  Jenny  was  foon  made  acqiiainteJP 
wth  their  misfortflnes,  and  did  not  cWi*' 
tent  herfelf  'with  merely  lamenting  them. 
She  fent  privately  to  thefe  unfortunate 
fuflPerers,  all  the  filver  fhe  had  faved  op 
hi  the  fcrvice  of  her  godfather.  This,  ill* 
deed,  was  but  little,  but  it  was  much  to^ 
them.  They  were  igiMM-ant  from  whence 
this  afliftance  came^  and  never  fufpefied 
jenny:  foon,  however,  do  they  come  to 
he  acc^uaintcd,  that  it  is  from   this   ge- 
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nerous ^ir}^,  vrhom  thcsy  bavcicielpifed  and 
:aft  6ut9>Rhd  ;«thoi  avenges  berfelf  only  \^y. 
benefices. 

»         ^  •.  •'  .    .      %         r  *  r  '*■.,  •  *      r  f  •■-»s^# 

■  f  1  y  'J-  •      ■  .  •  A  -    '         *  ■'*,■»-•  '     - 

.Her  godfatfaergrewi  ihorer  atiacfaedid 
bcrje.very  diay,  and  bad  hot  waited  till  age 
imdiUnefs  fliould  have  awakened  his^con? 
fcience  to  ^repent  df  the  wrong  he  had 
Aope^jier 9  in  appropriating  to  bi^  own  nfe 
tilC/iwoiiundt'ed  pounds  which  wer&deO 
AAtd  foe  hier«  :,  Shame,  at  confeffing  hii 
^ttt^'iiad  prevented'  him ;  otherwiroybe 
woutd  have  repaired  the  «ihjury  he  -had 
done  her,  during  his  life.  He,  however^ 
thought  it  Uidifty. to: do  it  before  iiisl 
death:  and,  feeling  its  approaches,  he 
fent  for  the  paftordf  die  parifh  ;  made  a 
fuU  corifeflion^af  his  conduct,  in  ihe  pre-^ 
fence  of  : Jenny,  wJnofe.pardaa i^  aiked^ 
and:  received*;  and  delrvered  jnto  .hisr 
ha^ds  a  wtU^  by:  which  he  Jeff  her  hik 
houfe,  and  the;  cftaie.  attached  xo.:.H^ 
This  was,  indeed,  worth  more,  than  the 
tiyp hundred  pounds;  jhnk  he  thought  Jie 
oi^ed  her  thi«  furpl^s^  njpt  only  far  the 
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imei^fi'  df  hertiKSiney,  'bdrai<7^iiie  it* 
p>ra^tion  bf  his.  gu^ilt.-  v  He^'fopvjvod^cbiita 
fhort  time,  this  juft  difpofal  of  bfttpw 
perty;  and  died  in  peace,  fatisfiedwith 
bdiving  {:ex.prated'  bis  crtmaiu-'fi^lmilht 
^B  igtioram  of  the  iireparabte  itijaTy^hd 
had  done  to  Jenny !  Sfae'WOuid  haviciiOu^ 
ried  Erian^i's  ;  'he  would  'iioti  Jiave  leftiiti 
DsaaTor.'viHage)  -andth^y^bafi  ht^nMi^pp^ 
Ofuwhar  (biVice'Wais^this'.foroutie^  taQiv 
fiiil  ^olildr.vfto  >k>nger 'fliarciic  wiib^thi) 
youth,  file 'ioved  P^T^homas  ;aiid  SaMi^ 
the 'father  and  mother  of  her  loved  Fran- 
cis, were  in  diftrefs;  a?n.dit  was  Jenny '< 
firft  care,  effe£iuallyJtO' relieve  them.  ^  •- 

.Jl.        '.  *      ^l*       ■•        »      •      1       ,••■■  .1...         .i.,r^. 

'  'A3>  foon  as^'flie  had  perfonn^ii  che  foft 
duties  to  her  godfather,  I  (he  haffily  col- 
1^6ted  aHtke  money  (he  could  |,find,fiiot 
apihet  >hoiife,>  GoWfidied^  her  affairs  idto 
did  bands'  of  an  hoheft  -i^i^hbouir,  -  and 
ptbojededito  Summerhill;   3    ^-'^ 

J  ;  I 

..•■'■        \\,i  l\i  *••■.'»  .;••  •:*■•  . 

It  was  'now  that  the  woiy  appeiared'  long,' 
though''-  ftie'Wiikcd^-ivejry''faftv   -She  at  J 


tbdbGJai(idiH6jriittl^ebwheri^  fhel  fitft'faw 
Branoia,  arJ9itsc<)lhfcx>Hadi4Uv<icbiwithiiiini^ 
ftevbehbldsiikhiKckfli^sxioEuthat  idwcUinrg 
whonod  flk«imra$(QSfi£lleda;vii^&ch  cdniaU 
tigioihAidkBt  haK>¥o»^t that i^dhevchnmni. 

heX.  pafttdid^  it^igrith'  hes  ^^iiupgjifridtidi 
MxSi  fighs.oawbfiik>I^Q|[o&>iottber  lu/^§t 
fliasi  rukUiflirlaritbrbiosibirfi  odi  no  nz/oi^ 

IffimiMisiiiiiiwaf^iTy  ^  abild,  .th€{ddUfi»gi 
wheve  nfiWjliarQdfirboiBas'cend  ^arlfa^q  Sbd 
fiies.t!todti^  .ibliS  mhlictifrfa^df  rtrnte^ng^ 
her  heart  violently  beats:  (he  trembles; 
fli0Dfa9d&taiiis|H||iki2ilnri  nfi^lf^fficiidift .  for. 

htk  from  tfaefef^i]^happ<jftqfx^'(Sple^n-jiii^  i  ru; 

li^If  ntlkyi'uBiiflbl^riBiftaki^^  ker';.  interU 
tidfis;&M£dfMni^  nthfhldbfterfcaii^  totinftito 
i^nkr  4ift^ejViii>^^Gb^i£rth^)^iih0uI(ibehoihi 
her  only  as  the  objs&hithakifsA  -dqiriVook 
them  of  their  fon ! — If  they  fliould  refufe 
het affiftanicb,  andfithe:  fight!  6£  .her  fhbiild 
eKcii!gb^eithelnk|iaftn)/ J  r!i  ^'   e'^^'^'oHT  hi  J; 
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Hitherto;:  {be;.had.bftenedoiily  lalier 
affediimatc  heart;  .Had  Torefieeii  do  dif« 
ficttlticS':  it. is  fiow;:(thaci  <Aie  'difooven 
them;  exaggerates:  itfcm;.  ^and:  Umeoti 
that  file  had  obt  ifrnt  ifome  wUe  Mfoie 
her,  to  prepare  the'old  coijplei  'Fatigued 
with  her  quick  and  hiirned  journey,  foe 
Ihe.  had  no'c  refted':b/  tbe^  way,  .ihe  fit! 
down  on  the  threfhold  of  the  door^  mA 
determines  on  waiting  till  Tome  perfoo 
fiiould  pafs.  .i  But  it  was  an  hikir  .wheb^ll 
the  peafants  vrere^at  work;  and 'flie  wait 
long  time  there,  buried  in  refle£tioiis.  - 

Suddenly ,..£hre.hearsifi^s  in  ^ihexoU 
tagei— She  was  leaning  'againfl  the  doo% 
and  liftens.  '  Thomas  and. Sarah  were  la- 
menting together  their  unhappy  fate,  and 
the  neglcB  which. rih&yifiiffferexi^niibeir 
old  age.  She  heaJrd:thdm  ^IronotHHfe  the 
name  of  Francis,  Jind(berr>eWn;  fbry  they 
no  longer  feparated  them;-  )  '.    /    .     ..  ' 

.  .'  .    ■.:■•!        .     .  . 

**  if  we  had  let  him  marry  his .  Jenny,* 
faid  Thomas,   ^^  they  would- have   been 
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both  wuh  us;  would  have  nurfed  us; 
SL^d  we  fixould  not  now  be  left  alone  in 
Ae  world  i" 

*^  Think  you,  I  do  not  repent  my  con- 
dii&?''  replied  Sarah,  whofe  heart  misfor* 
tunes  and  pain  had  much  jToftened;  ^^God 
piimihes  us,  we  havq  deferved  it  !** 

Jetuiy  hears  no  more ;  (he  rifes,  fhe 
foftly  enters. 

* 

*  ■ 

«  Who  U  there  ?"  aflccd  $arah. 

Jenny  could  not  anfwer,  fobs  re- 
itrained  her  utterance. 

Thqmas  has  raifed  his  head;  he  looks 
at  her,  but  does  not  recoiled  her.  "  Who 
arQ  ypu^  my  child  ?"  ^{ks  he,  again. 

**  I  am  Jenny  Tompfoni"  faid  fhe,  at 
length,  dropping  on  her  knees  before  the 
bed,  ai^d  taking  4  h^ind  qf  the  old  man, 
which  ihe  wetted  with  her  tears;  "  yes, 

VOL,  II,  E 
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I  am  your  child;  I  am  fo,  by  adoption, 
and  am  come  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  one. 
You  received  me  under  vour  roof  when 
I  was  abandoned  by  all,  I  am  now  able  to 
return  your  kindnefs*  Stronger,  more 
Tobuft,  lefs  giddy,  I  can  ferve^  you  more 
effe&ually,  and  you  Ihall  be  better  (atif- 
fied  with  me.  Deign  to  accept  of  my  at- 
tentions; and,  from  this  moment,  I  will 
never  quit  you." 

Thomas  and  Sarah  wept.  At  length, 
Sarah  faid  to  her — ^*  Would  to  Heaven, 
Jenny,  that  we  could  keep  you;  but,  you 
fee  our  misfortunes  V^ 

^  Oh,  my  mother!"  cried  Jenny,  "  do 
not  fay  fo ;  there  will  be  no  more  misfor- 
tunes for  Jenny  or  you/*  Then,  placing 
the  purfe  on  the  bed,  and  giving  it  into 
Sarah's  hands—**  Here,"  faid  Oie,  "  this  is 
your's.** 

**  Mine !"  faid  Sarah,  whom  the  fight, 
or  rather  the  touch,  of  a  full  purfe,  re- 
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animated;  "and  from  whom,  my  child? 

what  beneficent   angel    has   taken  pity 

on  us  ?** 

t- 

.  Jenny  hefitated;  bluflied;  wiflied  to 
arrange  a  ftory,  but  would  not  deceive : 
and,  at  length,  confefled  the  death  of  her 
godfather,  and  ihe  difpofal  of  his  pro- 
perty; but  added,  with  feeling  and  vivaci- 
ty—"You  will  render  his  benefits  ufelefs, 
if  you  refufe  to  partake  of  them  with  me! 
The  hope,  alone,  of  alleviating  your  af- 
fliQions,  can  enable  me  to  fupport  life, 
and  the  lofs  of  my  dear  Francis.  It  is  I 
who  have  deprived  you  of  him,  it  is  my 
duty  to  ferve  you  in  bis  ftead ;  I  have  no 
other  happinefs  to  expeft  in  this  world ; 
and  can  you  refufe  me  this  ?*• 

Thomas  and  Sarah,  yielding  to  bet  en- 
treaties, no  longer  called  her  by  any  other 
name  than  that  of  their  daughter;  and 
this  name,  which  called  up  in  her  mind 
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fuch  pleafing  illulions,  became  her  re- 
ward. 

She  now  devoted  her  whole  attendon 
to  make  their  fituation  more  comfort- 
able. Her  firil  idea  was,  to  have  them  ta? 
ken  to  her  houfe  at  Ferfham;  but  tbe 
furgeon,  whom  jObe  had  fent  for  to  fee 
Thomas,  having  declared,  that  the  jour- 
ney might  be  attended  with  danger,  (he 
changed  her  plan :  her  little  domain  vas 
farmed  out;  her  houfe  let;  and  there- 
venues  arifing  from  them,  were  employ- 
ed, in  improving  the  cottage  which  the 
old  couple  inhabited,  and  in  procuring 
for  them  every  afEftance,  every  attentioOf 
which  their  age  and  condition  required^ 
But  Jenny  did  not  rely  on  any  one  for 
the  fervices  more  immediately  regarding 
themfelves,  repofing  each  of  them  on  a 
good  bed,  Jenny  placed  her  own  between 
them;  night,  as  well  as  day,  flie  was 
with  them,  on  the  leaft  expreflion  of  pain; 
and  was  to  them,  in  every  refpe£l,  as  the 
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iindeft  and  mod  afFe£iionate  of  daugh- 

It  U  at  this  period  that  I  became  ac- 
[aainted  mth  heri  and  vas  rather  mif* 
nformed  regarding  fome  circumilances.^ 

had  been  told  of  the  condition  of  Tho- 
aas   and   Sarah;   but,  having  only  juft' 
mrchafed  this  country  houfe,  wasigno- 
ant  of  the  events  which  had  preceded  * 
heir  misfortunes.     I  went  to  fee  them, 
Che  neatnefs  of  their  dwelling,  the  at^ 
entions  and  aftivity  of  this  girl,  forcibly 
truck  me.      I   believed,  that  filial  love 
tfzs  alone  capable  of  .them.    *^  You  are 
lappy,  amidft  all  your  misfortunes,"  faid 
[,  **  in  having  this  charming  daughter, 
Hfho    fo   well    performs    her    duties," — 
*  Alas!"    faid   they,    "  Ihe   is   not  our 
daughter,    fhe   is  our    benefaBrefs;    ah. 
iDgel,  whom  Heaven  has  fent  us!" 

They  then  related  to  me  what  you  hai« 
juft  heard,  and  fpared  not  any  reproaches 

»3. 
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on  their  own  condud.  They  were  a» 
vinced,  they  faid,  that  their  only  fop  no 
longer  exifted:  but  Jenny  confoM 
them;  cheared  them ;  even  confeflcd^fte, 
was  lefs  unhappy,  wept  for  Francis  iljidl 
lefs  bitternefs;  fince  flie  had  fonnedr.dlK 
happinefs  of  his.  parents,  and'  wasocqi:.. : 
,  pied  inceflantly  in  their  fervice*  Nemv* 
thelefs,  when  that  name,  fo  dear  to  h^ 

ft 

hear;,  was  pronounced,  and  it  oft^n  WM 
emotion,  trouble,  and  grief,  (haded  bm 
fweet  countenance;  but  fhe  reprefledi^ 
tears,  would  carefs  Thomas,  render  fcpci 
{light  fervice  to  Sarah,  and  prefently  re* 
fume  her  calm  and  ferene  air» 

Such  virtue  and  conftancy  deferved  tQ 
be  at  length  rewarded.  She  had  Ihrcd 
more  than  a  year  with  the  parent!  of 
Francis,  whom  fhe  now  never  expeded  tci  , 
fee  again;  when,  one  day,  as  (he  was  fup-' 
porting  Sarah  to  fit  up  in  her  bed,  and  was 
converfmg  with  them  of  the  long  lament- 
ed Francis,  happening  to  Ipok  towards 
(he  window,  Jenny  obferved  a  man  in  an 
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old  Tailor's  habit,  ivho  was  fpeaking  to  a 
perfon  in  the  ftreet,  and  feemed  to  be 
eameftly  aCking  fome  queftion.  Unknow- 
ing "why  ftie  fek  affecled-7"  My  mother," 
faid  fhe,  *'  there  is  a  poor  failor  paffing> 
perhaps,  he  is  io;want :  I  will  go  and  fpeak. 
to  him.  She  was  juft  on  the  threfhold  of 
the  door,  when  ihe  faw  him  enter,  pale 
and  wan.^  Her  eyes  might  have  miftaken- 
Francis,  but  her  heart  could  not^ — "  Great 
Godj"  exclaimed,  flie,,  ^Mt  is  him,  it  is. 
Francis!!'  She  throws  herfelf  into  his 
arms;  and  remained  there,  deprived  of* 
all  fenfation*. 

The  loud  cry  (truck  the  ears  of  the  oltf 
people,  but  they  had  heard  nothing  dif* 
tin&ly;  and,  when  Francis  entered  their 
chamber,  with  an  air  the  moil  wild,  bear- 
ing Jenny  in  his  arms,  and  placing  her  oa 
Sarah's  bed,  dread  and  apprehen&on  were 
all  they  felt^  Thefe,  however,  prefently 
fublide.  Francis  is  on  his  knees,  before 
the  bed  of  his  mother;  he  has  already  pro* 
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nounced  that  loved  and  tender  name^^ 
**  Oh !  my  mother,"  cries  he,  '*  it  is  Fran- 
cis, it  is  your  fon."  He  has  prefently 
rifen,  to  throw  himfelfinto  the  trembling 
arms  of  his  father;  and  now,  returning 
to  Jenny,  he  labours  to  reftoreher,  by  the 
mod  afFeQionate  carefles.  Happily,  age 
and  illnefs  had  blunted  the  fenfibility  of 
Thomas  and  Sarah,  and  they  were  able  to 
fupport,  without  danger,  a  joy  fo  intenfe^ 
a  return  fo  unexpefted.  The  fear  of 
having  loft  Jenny,  now  employed  all  their 
thoughts;  but  the  attention  of  Francis 
foon  reftored  her. 

Let  us  pafs  over  the  firft  moments;  in 
which,  thefe  four  perfons  experienced^ 
without  doubt,  all  that  the  human  heart  is 
able  to  tafte  of  joy.  It  is  a  fon,  a  lover, 
it  is  that  being  fo  long  lamented,  whom 
they  had  believed  loft  to  them  for  ever, 
whom  they  now  clafp  by  turns  in  their 
arms!  Nor  is  Francis  lefs  happy;  who 
finds  again  his  Jenny,  with  his  father  and 
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mother;   finds,  her,  too,  ftill  tender  and 
faithful ! 

•  At  tength,  a  very  natural  curiofity  fuc- 
eeeded  thefe  transports;  but,  who  was 
firft  to  he  fatisfied?  Francis  wiihes  to 
know  what  circumftances  have  reunited 
Jenny  to  his  family^  The  old  folks  are 
willing,  likewife,  to  relate  all  that  they 
&we  to  this  excellent  gir1»  Jenny  filences 
the  three — *^  What  does  it  fignify,"  faid 
Bie,  to  Francis;  "they  love  me;  I  am 
attached  to  them ;  I  am  already  their 
daughter;  and  fhall  foon  have  ftill  ftrong- 
tr  claims  for  that  dear  title ;  what  more 
^s  neceflary  ?  You  know  the  whole,  de^ 
:«l8  are  uielefs,  and  your  flory  muft  be 
Tar  BK>re  interefting*'* 

Francis  confents,  and  relates  his  hif- 
ory  ;  which,  however,  I  fhall  not  repeat:  : 
KTe  may  fay,  like  Jenny,  what  doe3  it  fig- 
lify  ?     They    are    happy,    wh^t  can   be - 
i^^iihed  for  more  ? 

^  5 
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If,  however,  you  fliould  wiib  to  jkMw 
what  had  become  of  him  all  this  tuw^  I 
will  idform  you,  in  a  few  words— 11li^ ; 
deceived  by  Mrsv  Hart,  who.cpdcaiwipf* 
ed  to. gain  his  affe&ions,  be  ^as<  iii|ij%^m 
believe  that  his  Jenny  "wasj^cooftanii  and  \ 
had  miffried  her  godfi^ff^^^^nqi^S 
.  diat,in  his  anger,.  being>efoWe4iievM  19 
fee  her  moi;e,  he  had  .engaged  himfe|$|is 
a  failor,  in  a  veOipl  which  was  going  tot)po 
Indies;  and  that,  the  day.  before  Jm;  dfr 
parture,  Mrs.  Hart  bad  $liiappieiur<;4  wkl 
allhiseffe&s.,  ^'    . 

"  I  only  regretted  the  lofs  of  your  Icl- 
ters,  aqd  your  ring,*'  faid  he  to  Jenny* 
^^  In  the  firft  tranfports  of  paffion,  Ib^d 
torn  it  from  my  neck;  but,  notwithftandt 
ing  your  fuppofed  perfidy,  I  wilhed  to 
have  taken  it  with  me,  that  it  might  recal 
your  image  to  my.  mind,  and  thus  give  me 
fome  fortitude,  while  living  far  away  from 
you." 

Jenny  fmiled,  drew  a  ribbon  from  her 
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bofom,  and  fhewed  him  the  two  rings  to* 
gether. — Notwithftanding  her  impatiences^ 
Ihe  was  obliged  to  relate,  firft,  how  it 
came  into  her  pofleffion,,  and  he- then  re* 
fumed  his  ftoryy- 

Tempe({%^ar5,  and  illnefs,  formed  its^ 
ehief  particulars;  and,  at  length,  a  fea- 
fight  with  a  French  privateer,  who  funic 
their  veffel,  and  carried  the  crew  prifon- 
eTs  to  Bred :  where  Francis  would  have 
ftiH  remained,  if  his  name  had  not,  by^ 
fingular  good  luck,  been  included  in^  an 
exchange  of  prifoners. 

Arrived  at  London,  he  had  learned 
frcMn  a  lad  of  their  village,  tbe  misfor* 
tuneaof  his  family,  and  the  wretched  con- 
dition of  his  parents.  This  youth,  whq 
had  been  at  fervice  in  London  more  than 
a  year,  was  ignorant. of  what  Jenny  had 
done  for  them.  He  only  told  him,  that 
the.  was  not  married;  and,  that  all  the  vil- 

z6 


84  JENTIY;   OR, 

lage  believed   Ihe  ilill   tenderly    lovec 
him. 

Francis  wanted  no  more,  to  indaa 
him  to  fet  off  immediately.  He  brou^ 
back  with  him  only  a  good  heart,  and  af 
feflionate  feelings;  all  the  reft  had  bcec 
taken  from  him  by  the  French :  but.  Jen 
ny  wifhed  for  nothing  more. 

He  was  now  informed,  that  (he  jomec 
to  her  virtues,  a  confiderable  portion 
and  beheld  the  effe£lsof  her  good  fortune 
in  the  happinefs  and  comfortable  ac 
commodation  of  Thomas  and  Sarah.  H( 
owed,  already,  too  much  to  Jenny,  not  t( 
confent  to  owe  all  to  her;  and  their  hap 
pinefs  was  foon  afterwards  crowned  b] 
their  marriage. 

They  are  the  moft  afFeftionate  conph 
in  Summerhill.  Sarah  is  dead;  but  Tha 
mas  ftill  furvives,  and  fhares,  with  twt 
infants,  the  love  and  attentions  of  Francii 
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and  Jenny.  When  they  (hall  have  loft 
hipn,  they  will  go  to  live  at  Ferfham,  iii 
Jenny**  handfome  houfe.  They  will  be 
regretted  by  all  the  village ;  and,  eipecial'- 
ly,  by  myfelf :  for,  faid  Mrs.  Melvin,  con- 
cluding, I  confider  Jenny  as  the  model  of 
her  fex;  having  fulBlled  all  its  duties, 
under  every  pofEble  relation. 


Mrs,  Melvin  did  not  then  inform  me  of 
a  circuaiftance  which  I  have  fince  learn- 
ed—that it  was  to  herfelf  alone,  that 
Francis's  return  was  owing.  From  his 
ftorvj  flie  had  fufpefted,  that  he  might 
have  gone  to  fea :  Ihe  wrote,  therefore,  to 
London ;  exerted  herfelf;  and,  at  length, 
fucceeded  in  difcovering  him  in  the  pri- 
fonsofBreft;  where,  fick  and  wounded, 
he  might  have  died  in  wretchednefs.  She 
fent  him  affiftance ;  and,  by  the  recom* 
mendation  of  a  nephew  of  her's,  in  the 
admiralty  office,  at  laft  obtained  his  ex* 
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What  a  fight,  for  the  heart  of  thtf  feii^ 
fible  and  afiPeCUonate  womaii}  was  the  h^ 
pv  meeting!  She-could  not^irelate,  the 
ftory,  without  feeling  too  much  afEeCted; 
and  it  was  not  without  ejmotton,  that.!- 
heard^it :  truly  happy,  if  my  reader^.hiwti 
Ihared  in  my  pleafureand  adoiiiatimj  : 


mm  ovTBi bistort  of  jbnnt^; 
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IHE  LAKE  OF  THE  SWANS. 


A  POPULAR  TALE. 


jHlT  a  fkort  diftance  from*  ihe  little 
village  of  Zwikau,  in  the  mountains  of 
Hditz,  is  a  plain  which  is  called,  Co  this 
day,  the  Field  of  Swans.  An  ancient 
tradition  informs  us,  that  this  name  Was 
originally,  derived  from  9,  l^rge  piece  of 
water  which  once  occupied  this  place  :  it 
was  called  the  Lake  of  Swans;  and  its 
waters  had  the  wonderful  property  of 
reftoring  youth  and  beauty  to  the  women 
who  bathed  in  it.    This  precious  lake  no 
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longer  exifts,  but  the  foarce  which  formed  ' 
it  is  not  entirely  dried  up  :  it  ftill  gently  • 
flows  beneath  the  ihade  of  a  few  trees^  - 
and  prefently  again  conceals  itfelf;  as  if 
difpleafed  at  being  fo  little  known,  while 
other  fprings,  which  have  but  the  doubt- 
ful reputation  of  reftoring  health,  flow 
with   rapid  violence,  proudly  announce 
themfelves  by  clouds  of  hot  vapours,  and 
attra£l  every  year,  at  a  vaft  expence,  all 
the  real  and  imaginary  difeafes  of  Europe. 

Ah !  if  the  properties  of  the  little  fource 
of  the  Lake   of  Swans  were  fufficiently^ 
known,  with  what  eagernefs  would  it  b^^ 
vifited  by  the  fair  moiety  of  the  humaif- 
race!    Proceffions  of  women  would  *b 
feen,  arriving  from  every  quarter;  wh 
would  feek  it  with,  at  lead,  as  much  fer— ' 
vor,  as  the  pilgrims  of  Mecca  vifit  tbe=^ 
tomb  of  their  prophet. 

Let    us,    however,    confefs  a    truths- 
Each   cloud  has  not,  always,   its  edges— 
tinged   by    the   rays   of  the   fun;   each- 
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rer,  refreflied  by  the  dewj  does  not 
ftantly  difplay  brilliant  colours!  the 
61  may  fail,  without  any  fault  in  the 
or  the  dew;  but,  probably,  may 
je  in  the  cloud  or  the  flower.  The 
ues  of  the  fource  of  the  Lake  of 
^ns  are  infallible ;  and  yet,  it  may  not 
pen  that  all  the  women  who  bathe 
e  fhould  equally  fucceed  in  acquiring 
th  and  beauty :  for,  one  condition  ia 
ched  to  the  efFeft  of  thefe  falutary 
irs;  they  will  render  young  and  beau- 
I  all  thofe  females  who  are  defcended 
fi  the  race  of  fairies,  however  dif- 
ly,  but  no  others.  Thofe  who  have 
I  ih  their  genealogy,  a  fingle  fairy, 
deftined  to  batbe  in  vain :  they  will 
lofe  a  year,  nor  leave  behind  them  a 
ikk;  and  their  pilgrimage  will  be 
lly  ufelefs. 

do  not  however  think,  that  this  fhould 

^^  any  female  from  making  the  trial. 

Can    be  quite  certain,  that  flie  has 

^dcd   from  our  mother  Eve,  in  an 
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uninterrupted  line,  without  a  fingle  fairy 
having  ever  once  glided  in  amid  the  long, 
train  of  her  anceftors;  thefe  potent  dame* 
fo  well  know  how  to  render  ihemfelve* 
invifible,  or  to  change  their  forms? 

Probably,  Tome  new  Lavaler  will  fuc- 
ceed  in  difcovering  the  profiles  of  the 
fairies;  and,  like  the  Greek  profile,  they 
may  become  the  type  of  beauty.  While 
waiting  till  we  obtain  more  pofitive 
proofs,  what  prevents  us  from  regardingi 
as  an  inheritance  from  the  fairies,  thofe 
very  charms  which  we  now,  every  day, 
admire  in  the  fex:  the  elegant  Utile  (hape 
of  one,  the  fafcinating  look  of  anotherj 
the  harmony  of  voice,  the  beautiful  fym- 
metry  of  features,  the  delicate  complex- 
ion, the  enchanting  fmile,  the  vivacity  of 
wit,  the  grace  of  motion,  &c.  and  where 
is  the  woman,  who  has  not  fome  trace  of 
the  fairy;  one,  or  another,  of  thefe  en- 
chantments ? 

There  will,  therefore,  be  nothing  im-, 
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proper^  in  recommending  that  all  women 
^  ihould  make  a  fingle  pilgrimage  to  the 
fource  of  tlie  Lake  of  Swans :  thofe,  more 
efpecially,  who  begin  to  defcend  into  the 
vale  of  years  with  regret,  and  as  flowly 
as  they  poflibly  can ;  the  very  reverfe  of 
their  wi(hes,  to  poflefs  always  the  full 
bloom  of  beauty.  For  their  encourage- 
ment, we  will  relate  the  hiftory  of  this 
fource,  and  the  wonderful  Lake  of  Swansf 
fuch  as  tradition  has  delivered  it  down  to 
us. 


Within  view  of  the  little  lake  into 
which  this  fpring  poured  its  filver  waves, 
and  towards  the  bafe  of  the  declivity  of 
a  hill,  flood  a  fmall  grotto,  the  reiidence 
of  a  pious  hermit  named  firuno.  This 
name,  which  he  had  borrowed  from  that 
of  the  Bilhop  of  Munich,  announced  his 
virtue  and  holinefs:  and  his  reputation 
for  fan6lity  equalled^  at  lead,  that  of  his 
patron. 
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Nobody  knew  the  origin  of  this  Brano^ 
nor  whence  he  came.  Many  years  befor^^ 
he  had  arrived,  as  a  pilgrim,^  into  ihu 
canton,  and  had  eftabtifhed  himfelf  neaf 
the  Lake  of  Swant»  He  had  formed^ 
with  his  own  hands,  a  neat  hermitage] 
and  planted  a  garden,  in  which  be  hid 
made  many  beautiful  arrangements.  Hi 
raifed  exotic  (hrubs,  and  formed  arboufi 
of  the  richeft  vines :  he  likewife  reared 
melons;  which,  at  that  time,  were  littk 
known  in  Europe,  and  confidered  as-s 
great  luxury.  With  thefe  choice  pro^ 
du£tions,  he  regaled  the  guefts  who  came 
to  fee  him;  and  his  hofpitality,  and  gaiety 
of  heart,  rendered  him  generally  be- 
loved. 

The  fimple  inhabitants  of  the  mountaic 
addrefled  themfelves  to  him,  as  theii 
advocate  and  mediator  at  the  celeftial 
tribunal.  He  promifed  all  of  them  his 
prayers;  frequently,  however,  for  ver) 
oppofite  demands;  and  without  requiring 
many  alms.    Indeed,  he  never  wanted  foi 
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ttie  neceflaries  of  life :  the  blefling  of 
Heaven,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  inha- 
i>itants,  procured  him  every  thing  he 
vifiiedfor,  and  that  in  abundance. 

The  true  reafon  which  had  induced 
Bruno  to  quit  the  tumults  of  the  world, 
for  his  prefent  fequeftered  retreat,  we 
ihall  learn  in  due  feafon  :  whether  it  was 
a  call  from  Heaven;  or,  whether  an 
Heloife  had  infpired  hiip,  like  the  pious 
Abelard,  with  thiis  tafte  for  a  contem>- 
plative  life. 

At  the  period  when  the  Margrave 
Frederick  was  at  war  with  the  Emperor 
Albert,  and  the  army  of  Suabia  defolatcd 
Auftria,  age  had  already  furrowed  the 
cheeks  of  the  venerable  Bruno,  and 
bleached  the  little  hair  which  Hill  fhaded 
his  forehead;  he  walked  much  bent,  and 
leaning  on  a  ftick  :  he  h^d  no  longer 
ftrengih  to  labour  in  his  garden;  and 
wiflied  greatly  for  a  companion  to  aflift 
him^    He  b»4  ipme  trouble  to  find  one 
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,who  might  fuit  him ;  years  had  rendered 
him  miftruftful,  and  fomewhat  whimfical. 
At  the  moment,  however,  when  he  kaft 
expeded  it,   chance  threw  in  his  viy  « 
what  he'fo  much  wanted. 

The  Auftrians  had  beat  the  iSuabffiii 
near  Zwikau,  and  had  killed  three  AJoA*' 
fand  of  them :  a  general  .panic  feized  tbe 
reft;  and  they  fled,  with  rapidityy  ii 
every  direflion.  Many,  of  them'  faitd 
themfelves  in  the  woods,  where  they  Uf 
concealed  in  the  hollows  of  old  treet; 
and,  in  various  ways,  the  troop  of  run* 
aways  efcaped,  moft  of  them,  the  enem^ 
who  was  in  purfuit  of  them.  One,  how- 
ever,  harder  prefifed  on  than  the  reft,  wu 
at  the  point  of  being  taken.  He  was  a 
young  man,  ftrong  and  vigorous;  who  • 
might  have  defied,  on  the  courfe,  the 
beft  runner  of  Milan:  but,  he  now  was 
completely  exhaufted  with  fatigue.  Un* 
able  to  proceed,  and  feeing  the  enemy 
clofe  at  his  heels^  he  took  refuge  in  a 
little  folitary  building,  which  he  fouhdin 
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his  way ;  hoping,  that  he  might  fo  con- 
ceal himfelf  in  it  as  not  to  be  difcovered« 

It  was  the  bakehoufe  belonging  to  a 
neighbouring  village;  and  without  furni- 
ture, or  any  other  hiding  place  than 
the  oven.  ^  This  appearing  to  the  young 
foldier  the  fole  retreat,  he  did  not  hefitate 
getting  into  it;  and  fat  down,  in  a  corner, 
as  fnug  as  a  loaf.  An  oven  was,  un- 
doubtedly, not  the  bed  bed^  and  any 
other  place  would  to  him  have  proved 
preferable.  However,  neceffity  had  this 
time  chofen  his  lodging;  and  fear  and 
fatigue  made  it  feem  not  much  amifs  to 
the  young  foldier. 

He  bad  no  fooner  fixed  himfelf  in  it, 
than  he  fell  into  as  profound  a  fleep  as  if 
he  had  been  repoling  on  down.  It  was 
full  day  when  he  awaked,  though  he  had 
intended  to  have  marched  before  fun -rife. 
He  was,  indeed,  difturbed  from  his  deep 
fleep,  by  the  cries  of  fome  female  pea- 
fants,    who    had   juft   difcovered   him. 
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Having  been  informed,  the  preceding 
evening,  of  the  vi6lory,  they  had  quickly 
kneaded  fome  cakes  to  celebrate  it,  and 
now  came  early  to  bake  them.  As  they 
were  about  to  put  fire  in  the  oven,  they 
difcovered  that  it  ferved  for  the  lodging 
of  a  man ;  whom,  by  his  tattered  unifornii 
they  prefently  recognifed  as  a  foldier  of 
the  oppofiite  army.  Their  patriotic  zeal 
took  the  alarm;  and,  after  having  bel4 
around  the  mouth  of  the  oven  a  cp^ll£i} 
of  war,  to  decide  on  what  they  ihould  4^ 
with  the  unhappy  prifoner,  they  unani- 
moufly  determined  to  revenge,  on  bini| 
the  wrongs  don^  to  the  chaflity  of  women 
during  the  courfe  of  the  war,  and  tht 
death  of  their  hufbands  and  lovers  who 
had  been  (lain.  In  vain  did  the  unfortu- 
nate youth  endeavour  to  plead  againft  thif 
cruel  fentence,  and  to  protfefl  his  indivi- 
dual innocence :  his  voice  was  drowned 
by  the  clamours  of  his  female  judgesi 
whofe  number  increafed  every  moment; 
And  who,  being  all  agreed  on  his  death,  no 
longer  held  any  other  difpute  than  that 
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refpe6ling  the  manner  in  which  he  ihould 
fiiffer.  Some  were  for  his  dying  by  fire; 
others,  by  the  fword.  Like  Bacchantes, 
wildly  (baking  their  thyrfufes,  one  feized 
a  flaming  brand !  another,  a  fork,  or  fpit: 
the  rights  of  humanity,  of  hofpitality, 
thofe  even  of  nature  herfelf,  were  forgot- 
ten ;  and  vengeance  appeared  to  them,  at 
this  moment,  the  only  virtue.  Their 
unhappy  viftim  no  longer  raifed  his  la- 
mentable voice,  and  appeared  refigned 
to»  his  fate;  unlefs,  indeed,  he  had  already 
cfxpired  with  fear:  when  fome  of  the 
more  furious  drove  their  Weapons  into 
the  oven,  where  they  wielded  them  about 
on  every  fide;  and  did  not  ceafe,  till  they 
clearly  perceived  that  they  were  only 
afifailing  the  bare  walls,  and  that  their 
prifoner  had  efcaped.  Ranged,  like  a 
rampart,  about  the  mouth  of  the  oven, 
they  ha^d  confidered  flight  as  impoflible ; 
and  none  of  them,  in  their  rage,  ever 
once  thought  of  the  chimney :  but,  dur- 
ing their  difpute  on  the  manner  of  dif- 
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patching  the  young  foldicr,  he  hnd  dtf- 
<;overed  this  fole  method  of  faving.  thm 
the  trouble;  and,  climbing  with  all. .bit 
ftrength  up  the  footy  funnel,  he  at  lift 
got  to  the  Toofi  leaped  from  thencelin 
the  ground,  and  fled  into  a  neighboQiiif 
vood  for  Ihelter,  till  the  departure  of  Ui. 
formidable  enemies.  ■  ^ 

'  '^  •  •  •  .  .      ' 

m 

He  foon  beheld  them  return  to^tlM 
village;  more  grieved,  probably,  at  dNeir 
intended  vidimus  efcape,  than  they  wditld. 
have  been  at  the  lofs  of  the  battle.  He 
^id  not,  however,  confider  himfelf  in 
fafety,  till  the  deeped  filence  aflured  him 
that  there  were  no  more  women  in  tbe 
environs  of  the  bakehoufe.  He  nov 
quitted  his  retreat;  and,  trembling  like  a- 
hare  purfued  by  the  hunters,  filled  with 
the  imagination  of  being  dill  furrounded 
by  filries  armed  with  brands  and  fpits,  he- 
fled  as  faft  as  poflible  from  this  dangerous 
place,  and  at  length  fell  down  under  a 
tree,  exhaufted  with  fatigue  and  hunger. 
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When  the  freflinefs  of  evening  had  a 
little  reanimated  him,  he  arofe;  and  per- 
ceived at  a  diftance,  an  old  hermit,  who 
was  performing  his  devotions  before  a 
large  crucifix.  He  now  aflumed  courage; 
and,  approaching  the  holy  man  in  the 
attitude  of  humility,  fell  on  his  knees 
before  him*  The  hermit,  on  rifing  at 
the  conclufion  of  his  prayer,  perceived 
the  young  foldier,  and  gave  him  his  blef- 
fing.  Then,  obferving  him  fo  pale  and 
exhaufted,  and  judging,  by  his  drefs,ihat 
be  came  from  the  army,  he  entered  into 
converfation  with  him.  The  honeft  Sua« 
bian  related  his  misfortunes  with  as  much 
finccrity  as  if  be  had  been  at  confefBon. 
He  did  not  even  conceal  the  dread  oT 
death,  which  yet  agitated  him;  as  he 
ftlH  thought  he  faw,  at  his  heels,  ail  the 
exterminating  angels  of  the  village^ 

The  good  hermit,  taking  pity  on  the 
innocence  and  apprehenfions  of  this 
f  outh^  offered  him  an  afylum  under  his 

r  ^ 


100  THE    LOST    veil;    OR, 

peaceful  and  refpefted  roof.  The  young 
foldier  accepted  it,  without  hefitation, 
and  followed  him  in:  but,  his  imagina- 
tion ftill  haunted  by  terror,  the  entrance 
of  the  grotto  appeared  to  him  like  that  of 
an  oven ;  the  vault  of  the  rock,  the  cha- 
pel, the  little  cell,  the  hermit's  cave,  even 
the  a^ure  dome  of  Heaven,  all  prefented . 
the  fame  idea,  and  made  him  fliudder 
with  dread.  The  old  man  fpoke  to  him 
mildly,  and  in  the  tones  of  friendfbip; 
and,  at  laft,  fucceeded  in  quieting  his 
mind.  He  heated  fome  water  to  bathe 
his  feet,  as  well  as  to  wafh  away  the 
effefts  of  the  chimney  foot;  placed  be- 
fore him  fome  excellent  bread,  and  the 
delicious  fruits  of  his  garden ;  moiftened 
his  parched  tongue  with  fome  good  wine; 
and  then  prepared  for  him  a  comfortable 
bed  of  frelh  mofs. 

Friedbert,  for  that  was  the  name  of  the 
young  Suabian,  flept  as  foundly  as  he' 
did  in  the  oven :  but,  inftead  of  being 
rouzed  by  the  terrific  clamours   of  the 
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village  Amazons,  he  was  awakened  by 
the  mild  voice  of  the  pious  Bruno ;  who 
invited  him  to  prayer,  and  afterwards  to 
breakfaft.  While  eating,  with  appetite, 
this  acceptable  meal,  he  was  anxious  to 
exprefs  the  gratitude  which  he  felt  for  the 
hennit's  kindnefs:  words,  however,  failed 
him;  but  the  happy  and  contented  air 
which  bad  fucceeded  to  his  wild  mien  of 
the  preceding  evening,  fpoke  fufficiently 
for  him.  At  length,  after  three  days 
pafled  inhappinefs  and  repofe,  he  thought 
it  neceffary  to  depart.  He  felt,  never- 
ibelefs,  as  little  inclination  to  quit  this 
pleafant  and  quiet  retreat,  as  the  mariner, 
yiho  has  juft  fiiffered  in  a  violent  ftorm, 
feels  defirous  of  returning  to  fea,  while 
he  ftill,  from  the  fafe  bay,  hears  the  bluf- 
tering  voice  of  the  winds,  and  the  deep 
roar  of  the  threatening  waves. 

Bruno  likewife  found,  in  this  honeft 
young  Suabian,  a  heart  fo  fimple  and  (in. 
cere,    fuch  candour    and  complaifance, 

'  3 
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that  he  conceived  the  defign  of  reuiniog 
him  for  the  remainder  of  hit  life*  Thb 
coincidence  of  their  wifiies,  prefentfyid^ 
tied  the  bufiners.  Friedbert  fuficMd  bfii 
crown  to  be  ihaved ;  changed  hit  taltmdi 
uniform  for  a  good  hermit's  cloaks  U^ 
remained  with  Bruno,  in  quality  of  'bA 
lemal  fervant.  to  aflift  his  benefa&or  it 
looking  after  the  garden  and  kitchen^  abi 
attend  on  the  pilgrims  who-  came  to  i/ift 
the  hermitage. 

At  the  time  of  the  folftice,  when  fpring 
yields  its  place  to  fummery  and  the  foo 
enters  the  fign  of  Cancer,  Bruno  nevef 
failed  to  fend  his  faithful  fervant,  for  <Mf« 
coveries,  to  the  lake :  charging  him  lb 
obferve  if  there  were  any  fwans  then, 
and  to  notice^  carefully,  their  flight  .and 
number.  He  liftened  to  the  accbnntl 
brought  back  with  the  greateft  attention. 
A  vifit  of  the  fwans  always  made  him  gay) 
and  infpired  him  with  courage :  but  whciii 
at  the  ufual  time,  they  did  not  make  their 
appearance,  he  fhook  his  he&d ;  raifed  hi^ 
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iyts  to  Heaven,  and  then  deprefTed  them 
to  the  earth;  appeared  abforbed  in  melan- 
choly refledlions;  and,  for  fome  days^- 
vas  forrowful,  and  in  an  ill  humour. 

The  innocent  Suabian  obferved  no- 
thing extraordinary  in  this;  he  honeftly 
thought,  that  the  arrival  or  ab Fence  of  the 
fwans,  was  a  prefage  of  the  fertility  or 
barrennefs  of  the  earth. 

One  evening^  as  Friedbert  was  near 
the  lake,  he  obferved  fome  beautiful 
fwans  fly  round  his  head;  and  went,  as 
nfual,  to  inform  fathet*  Bruno  of  the  cir« 
cumftance.  The  old  man  exprefled  great 
joy  at  this  intelligence;  he  ordered  a 
good  fupper  to  be  prepared,  and  drew 
from  his  cellar  fome  bottles  of  his  beft 
wine.  They  drank  off  many  bumpers, 
to  the  happy  arrival  of  the  fwans ;  and 
the  liquor  prefently  demonftrated  its  ef- 
feQs  on  our  two  holy  hermits. 


F4 


104  THE    LOST    veil;    OR, 

The  old  man,  forgetting  his  age, 
well  as  the  gravity  of  his  profeffion,  b^ 
came  gay,  lively,  and  animated :  e 
patiated  on  the  virtues  of  wine,  on . 
pleafures  of  love ;  and  even  fung,  in 
tremulous  and  broken  but  correal  tone 
that  ancient  fong,  which  derives  its  date 
we  are  told,  from  the  period  when  peopl— 
firft  began  to  love,  and  to  prefs  the  juic 
of  the  grape. 

*^  Without  love,  or  without  wine, 
"  What  has  life  of  joys  divine?" 

He  fung  it  with  fire  and  animation 
and  refembled  much  more  the  old  volupfl 
tuary  of  Theos,  than  the  pious  hermit  o^ 
the  mountain.     After  this,  he  again  fille» 
his  glafs :  and  prefented  it,  fmiling,  to  h5 
adopte^d    fon,   whom    he    now   thus  a 
drefled — 

"  My  fon !  I  am  going  to  a(k  you: 
heart  a  queftion;  but,  let  me  warn  it,  be 
fore  hand,    that  it  muft  not,    in  its  a 
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*wer,  deceive  me :  keep  a-  ftrift  guard  on 
your  tongue,  that  it  be  not  the  meffen- 
gerof  alie;  for,  if  you  fay  what  is  falfe, 
it  will,  Friedbert,  become  as  black  as  the 
foot  of  your  bakehoufe  chimney,  or  as  the 
tongue  of  Satan  himfelf.     Tell  me,  there- 
fore, fincerely,  and  in   truth,  has   love, 
and  the  fweet  defires  which  accompany 
it,   ever  occupied  your  thoughts;  or  has 
that  paflion,   to  this  moment,  never  been 
a\vakened  in   your  bofom  ?     Have   you 
carried  your  lips  to  the  honied  cup  of 
chafte  love;  or,  have  you  drank  in  that 
of  voluptuoufnefs?     Do  you  nourifh  the 
flame  of,  perhaps,  a  fecret  fentiment;  or^ 
has  it  been  extinguifhed  by  the  gale  of 
inconftancy  ?     Or,  indeed,  does  not  fome 
fpark  ftill  exift,  under  the  afhes  of  jea-- 
loufy?     Are  you  not  the  objeft  of  figbsv 
to    fome    young:  maiden;    who,   having 
given    you  her   promife,    now  deplores 
your,  death,  or  languifhes  in  expefclation 
^f  your  return?     Difcoverr  to  me  yout 
^^art:  I  will  lay  mine  open  td  you;  andis 
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perhaps,  fhall  inform  you  of  fome  things 
vbich  may  infpire  you  wifh  pleafure  ?" 

"Revered   father,"  replied,  with  fim- 
plicity,  the  innocent  Suabian,    "  as  to 
what  regards  my  heart,  it  is  not  acquaint- 
ed with  love;  and  is  as  free  as  the  bird 
that  wings  the  air.     I  was  but  a  lad,  when 
obliged  to  bear  a  lance  under  the  banners 
of  the  Emperor  Albert.     Hardly,  then, 
had  the  light  down  began  to.fhade  my 
chin,  and  the  girls  paid  no  regard  tome« 
Bcfides,  I  am  fo  bafhful,  that  if  I  ba^ 
fometimes  happened  to  meet  with  a  maic5 
en  handfomer  than    her   companions, 
Ihould  not  have  had  courage  to  look  he 
full  in  the  face.     It  has  never  chancec 
that  any  one  made  advances   to  me;  c 
encouraged  me,  by  any  obliging  regard 
to  court  her :  I  therefore  know  not,  tb 
any  female  tears  have  ever  flowed  for  ro 
except,  indeed,  thofe  of  my  mother  9 
fifters,  who  wept  bitterly,  indeed,  w! 
I  departed  for  the  army  !" 
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The  old  man  heard,  with  pleafure,  this 
anfwery  and  thus  replied — "  Young  man, 
you  have  now  ferved  me  three  years  with 
fidelity,  and  I  owe  you  a  reward.  I  could 
wiQi  that  you  fliould  receive  it  from  the 
hands  of  love;  and  that,  in  this  rerpe£l, 
your  fate  might  be  more  fortunate  than 
my  own :  for  know,  that  it  is  love,  and 
not  devotion,  which  has  conduced  me 
from  diftant  countries  to  this  cell !  Yoii 
ihall  now  learn  my  adventures ;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  thofe  of  the  lake :  of  that 
lake,  whofe  filvery  waves,  .at  this  moment, 
reflect  the  foft  light  of  the  moon. 

"  In  my  youth,  I  Was  a  brave  and  gal- 
lant knight:  my  country  was  Switzerland; 
my  family,  that  of  the  counts  of  Kybourg. 
Love,  and  pleafure,  were  my  fole  pur- 
fuits.  I  killed  a  pried;  who  had  feduced 
a  young  maiden  to  whom  I  was  attached, 
and  rendered  her  faithlefs  to  her  vows.  I 
was  obliged  to^go  to  Rome,  to  afk  abfo- 
lution  of  the  Holy  Father  for  this  mur* 
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den  He  granted  it:  but,  at  the  laine 
time,  impofed  on  me,  as  a  penance,  the 
performance  of  three  crufades  to  the 
Holy  Land,  againft  the  Saracens;  con- 
ditioning likewife  that,  if  I  fell  in  thefe 
enterprifes,  all  my  wealth  fhould  devolve 
to  our  holv  mother  church. 

^^  It  was  neceflary  to  fubmit  to  the  ab» 
folutc  orders  of  the  vicar  of  God.  I  took 
my  pafTage  in  a  Venetian  galley,  and  gai- 
ly embarked  for  my  firft  crufade;  but,  in 
the  Ionian  fca,  we  were  affailed  by  a  vi- 
olcnt  temped,  accompanied  by  a  furious 
vip-a  blowing  off  the  coaft  of  Africa. 
The  Tea  rofe  mountains  high  :  oar  little 
ba:k  became  the  fport  of  the  waves;  and, 
bein^  driven  into  the  Egean  fea,  near  the 
itie  of  Xaxos,  it  there  ftruck  on  a 
concealed  rock,  and  prefently  went  to 
pieces.     ^ 

**  Though  I  knew  ncc  how  :o  fwim,  I 
cfcapcd  dea;h  :  by  wha:  means,  I  know 
net.     My  ^uariioT.  a:T;:cl  :i:u.i  I'-rc'v  have 
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fuftained  me  on  the  water,  for  I  reached 
land.  The  inhabitants  humanely  re« 
ccivedme;  and,  making  rae  difgorge  ther^: 
fait  water  which  I  had  fwallowed^  \  ^V', 
length  reftored  me  to  life.  I  proceeded 
to  the  city  of  Naxos,  the  court  of  Prince 
Zeno,  a  defcendant  of  Marcus  Zenata ; 
on  whom  the  Emperor  Henry  of  Suabia 
had  conferred  the  Cyclades,  with  the  title 
of  duke.  I  was  well  received  by  him^ 
under  the  title  of  an  Italian  knight. 

t 

"  It  is  there  that  I  beheld  the  beautiful 
Pjrincefs  Zoe,  *his  wife.  Her  figure  fo 
completely  combined  every  beauty  in  tfhe 
Grecian  forms,  that  Apelles  would  have 
needed  but  her  alone,  as  a  model  for  the 
Goddefs  of  Love.  The  firft  fight  of  her 
kindled  in  my  bread  a  flame  which  aU'* 
nihilated  every  other  fenfation,.  cveTy 
other  defire.  I  forgot  the  beauties  of 
Europe,  as  well  as  my  crufade  to  the  Holy 
Land;  and  all  my  attention  was  taken  up 
en  the  means  of  revealing  my  paffion  to 
the  beautiful  Zoe^   I  diitinguifiied  myfelf 


.v:-^* 


liO  THS    LOST   VSIL;  OS) 

at  all  the  tournaments,  and  bore  Mm^  tbt 
various  prizes.  This  was  not  iveiy  dif- 
ficult; the  effeminate  Greeks  were  very 
far  from  equalling  me,  either  in  ftreo^ 
.or  addrefs.  I  fought,  by  a  thoufand  tittle 
attentions,  which  I  had  found,  by  ex- 
perience, generally  fucceed  with  womett^ 
to  obtain  the  affeQionate  regards  of  ^ 
enchanting  Princefs.  By  means  of  intel* 
ligence,  which  I  contrived  to  gain  al  tht 
palace,  I  was  always  apprifcd  what  would 
be  her  drefs  at  the  next'  court  feftivity; 
and  her  favourite  colours  were  alwayi 
thofe  of  my  fcarf,  and  of  the  ribbbns  ii 
my  helmet.  She  loved  the  fong  and  the 
dance:  herfelf,  indeed,  danced  like  th6 
famous  Herodias.  When  ihe  went  in  the 
evening,  to  take  the  air  on  the  terrace  of 
her  garden^  or  on  the  borders  of  the'fea^I 
ever  took  care  that  ihe  fliould  be  agreev 
ably  furprifed  by  a  cheering  concert  ot 
mufic :  or  with  dances,  and  ballets,  per* 
formed  by  a  company  of  fkilful  dancers, 
whom  I  had  fent  for  exprefsly  from  the 
Morea.     I    employed,   inceflantly,    the 
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curious  artifans  of  Conftantinople,  that 
the  htdy  of  my  heart  might  be  the  firft  to 
receive  every  new  falhion,  and  poflefs 
all  that  could  heighten  the  fplendor  of 
her  beauty,  or  flatter  her  tafte.  Though 
every  thing  was  addrefTed  to  her  in  an 
anonymous  manner,  I  took  care  that  fhe 
fliould  be  at  no  lofs  to  guefs  the  author  of 
thefe  gallantries.  If,  my  fon,  you  had- 
any  experience  in  love,  you  would  know, 
that  all  thefe  attentions,  which  appear  to 
you  perhaps,  indifferent,  are  hieroglyphics 
in  the  world  of  gallantry.  The  ignorant 
regard  them  as  unmeaning  follies;  but 
they  have  a  fenfe  and  fignificatioa  as  de-> 
terminate  as  the  letters,  and  words,  of  our 
common  language^ 

^  The  language  of  love,  is  a  kind  of 
fymbolical  language;  in  which  two  per* 
foDs,  who  underftand  it,  may  eafily  con**' 
verfe,  in  the  prefence  of  a  third,  without 
being  obferved:  and  lovers  very  foon 
acquire  a  knowledge  of  it,  without  any 
other  tutor  than  their  Own  hearts.  . 


lit      '    *tM  toir  .vsrt;  oti        V 

*  <<  Thtft  tndte  tokens^  of  mf^%a^idii 
vhicli  I  (Sent  to  the  intnbft  vecetki  df  &ii 
palace^  fpoke  there  very  clearly  in  nay  fiU 
vour  ;  and  I  foon  remarked^  wkh  nq^^iicy 
that  the  beautiful  eyes  of  the  PHncefit 
fought  tide,  fometimcs,  atnidft  the  tm^A 
of  courtiers  which  fUrrouiided  hHi^ -iM 
exprefled  the  livelieft  gratitude  fbr-t|^ 
attentions.  : . :  '^i^ 


^t. 


:^*At  length,  more  emboldened  in  idjr  / 
enterpriftk^  by  her  notice,  I  fought  to  gi^  '. 
over  one  of  her  women,    with   bribeii 
Explanations  were  by  this  meaCns  gfrea^ 
on  both  fides,   and  a  rendezvous  ^flgvcMl 
limes  appointed;  which,  however,  always 
failed.     There    always    bapfMiiiid  fome 
trifling  circumftance,   to  counterad  the^ 
plan  formed  by  love.     Sometimes,  Zoe 
had  not  an  opportunity  'toefcape,  witfaoat 
fufpicion,  from' her  company,  to  join  me> 
and,  at  others,  the  place  where  (he  ajK 
pointed  to  meet  me  was  inacceffible. 

"  At  length,  the  demon  of  jealoufyfo. 
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Iriftly  watched  the  motions  of  the  fair 
[^recian,  that  I  never*  was  able  to  fee  her 
nherwife  than  in  prefence  of  the  whole 
:ourt.  My  hopes  and  defires,  now  re- 
sembled a  veiTel  about  to  be  dafhed  in 
3ieces  againfl:  the  rocks:  but,  like  the 
iamifhed  lion,  whom  want  of  food  ren« 
iers  furious,  my  paffion  became  more  in- 
Elamed  by  refiftance;  it  was  a  kind  of 
inward  rage,  a  devouring  fire,  which  con- 
fumed  even  the  marrow  of  my  bones. 
^fy  cheeks  loft  their  colour;  my  fteps 
became  unfteady;  and  my  knees  trem« 
>Ied  like  the  weak  reed  agitated  by  every 
breath  6f  wind.  In  this  dreadful  ftate,  I 
felt  the  want  of  a  faithful  friend:  in 
ivhofe  bofom,  I  could  have  confided  my 
forrows;  and  who,  at  leaft,  by  (bedding 
over  my  wound  the  balm  of  hope,  might 
have  aflifted  to  fuftain  my  finking  fpirits. 

«*  I  was  in  this  wretched  fituation ; 
had  already  renounced'  all  hope;  and  be- 
held, with  melancholy  fatisfa£iion,  the  end 
of  my  exiftence  approaching;  when  I  re* 
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ceiled  a  vifit  from  iht  phyfician,  ^B^tOf 
phraftusi  whom  the  Prince  had  fi»(l6 
file  me.  I  held  out  my  hand  tohiai 
fuppofing  he  wiflbcd  to  know  the  ftatc  «f 
my  pulfe ;  but  he  put  it  backs  vidi  a 
finilci  entirely  difregarding  the  irritabifiqr 
ofmyiierves« 

•  •  • 

^*  Do  not  fuppofey  noble  cheyaUer,* 
faid  he,  <<  that  I  am  going  to  order  yoa 
*^  potions^  medicaments,  dec  at  a  con* 
*^  mon  .phy fician  might  do,  who  Uf  often 
^f  prefcribes  them  at  hazard.  Your  healdi 
^^  has  fled  away  on  the  wings  of  love, 
*^  and  can  only  return  to  you  by  the 
**  fame  vehicle." 

^*  I  was  much  furprifed,  at  finding  the 
phyfician,  Theophraftus,  fo  well  acquaint* 
ed  with  my  fecret:  I  knew  him  to  be  retf 
Ikilful;  but  little  imagined  that  he  could 
read  my  heart,  as' if  he  held  it  under  his 
anatomical  fcalpel.  Without,  therefore, 
attempting  to  conceal  from  him,  what  he 
already  probably  knew^  I  forrowfuUy  re-^ 
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plied — ^**  But,  how  may  love  reftore  me 
**  to  health  I  he  who  has  treacheroufly 
*•  bound  me  in  his  chains?  The  knot  in 
"  which  he  has  drawn  them,  cannot  be 
**  broken;  and  death,  therefore,  is  my 
"  only  refource." 

"  I  agree  with  you,"  replied  he,  "  that 
**  love,  without  hope,  is  worfe  than 
"  death ;  therefore,  we  mull  not  give  up 
•*  hope.  There  is  nothing  new  paffes 
^^  under  the  fun ;  and  what  has  happened, 
^^  may  happen  again.  Old  Phaeton  little 
'^  imagined,  that  the  fair  Aurora  would 
"  be  his  bride.  When  the  Ihepherd  of 
•*  Mount  Ida  played  on  his  flute  to  his 
•*  (heep,  he  did  not  think  that  he  Ihould 
**  one  day  carry  off  the  fair  Helen 
•*  from  the  proud  and  mighty  Menelaus. 
^'  What  had  King  Anchifis  more  than 
••  you  ?  and  yet,  the  Goddefs  of  Beauty 
**  gave  him  the  preference  over  the 
"  valiant  God  of  War :  the  mortal  war- 
••  rior,  fupplanted  the  immortal  one." 
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**  It  was  thus,   by  fcience  and  phtlofa- 
phy,  that  this  able  pbyfician  endeavoured 
to  difpel  the  grief  of  my  heart;  that  grief, 
which  confumed  it  like  a  flow,  but  infal* 
lible,  poifon.     I  liftened  with  eagetnefs 
to  the  falutary  words  which  flowed  from 
his  intelligent  lips,  and  their  eSe6l  was 
far  more  potent  than  all  the  remedies  of 
chemiftry,  added  to  that  of  the  mod  a3ive 
fimples. 

**I  foon  regained  my  health;  and,  wit\i 
it,   refumed    my    amorous    purfuit.       ^ 
feemed,  likewife,  to  have  better  fucce^^' 
The  pbyfician,  Theophraftus,  became  r^^t 
intimate  friend,  the  confident  and  int< 
preter  of  my  paflion.     The  beautiful  Z 
eluded  the  vigilance  of  her  every  Argu:::^^* 
I    furmounted    all   difficulties ;    and, 
length,  in  a  jeflamine  bower  of  her  ga-^-^^ 
den,  obtained  the  interview  which  1  hs^^ 
fo  long  defired. 

"  The  raptures  I  felt,    on  beholdinr  JT 
myfelf  at  the  point  of  experiencing  tl»^  ^ 
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slicity  which  had  been  fo  long' the  objeft 
f  my  vows,  were  fuch  as  no  other  human 
infation  canpoffibly  be  compared  with. 
itoxicated  by  love,  I  threw  myfelf  at 
er  feet.  I  preffed,  with  tranfport, 
gainft  my  lips,  a  hand  foft  and  fair  as  the 
own  of  the  fwan ;  and  was  endeavouring 

>  colled  all  my  fortitude  for  the  con- 
^flion  which  I  had  to  make  her: 
hen  a  detachment  of  the  Prince's  guards 
Fued  from  ar^'  ambufcade,  and  tore  me 
iolently  from  the  arms  of  the  lovely 
lOe;  who  vainly  endeavoured  to  pro- 
',&  me«  by  her  prayers  and  tears. 

**  The  Ihock  which  this  dreadful  fcenc 
onveyed  to  her  fpirits,  added  to  the  noife 
f  my  affailants,  made  fuch  an  impreflion 
n  her  fenfes,  that  her  ftrength  failed  her ; 
le  rofes  of  her  cheek  fled;  flie  fell  lifelefs 

>  the  ground;  and  it  is  in  this  (late, 
lat  I  was  compelled  to  leave  her. 
urely,  if  for  a  moment.  I  had  imagined 
lyfelf  the  happieft  of  men,  I  now  paid 
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dearly  for  it;  fince  I  was  now,  certainlyi 
the  moil  unfortunate  {- 

*^  At   the  diftance  of  a   ftone't  throv 

from  the  ifland,  is  a  fteep  rock,  entirely 

furrounded  by  the   fea.     On  the  fuiniDit 

of  this  rock  is  eredled  a  ftrong  towcri 

which  can  only  be  entered  by  a  draw* 

bridge,  which  is  conftantly   guarded  bjr 

armed  troops.     In  Pagan  times,  joy  had 

inhabited  this  rock;  this  t<^^er  had  been, 

anciently,  a  celebrated  temple  confe^ra- 

ted  to  Bacchus.     Its  ruins  were  converu 

ed,  by  the  Chriftians,  into  a  prifon  def- 

tined  to  deftroy,  by  hunger,  the  unhappy 

viftims  of  the  defpot's  wrath.     Nothing 

could  fave  them  from  inevitable  death; 

and  thefe  rocks  now  reverberated,  inftead 

of  hymns  in  honour  of  the  God  of  Wine 

and  of  Pleafure,  the  cries  and  fobs  of 

defpair. 

*'  Into    this    horrible    place,     I    was 
obliged  to  defcend,  by   a  ladder,  which 
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was  drawn  up  as  foon  as  my  feet 
touched  the  bottom.  The  deepcft  ob— 
fcurity  reigned  around;  and  the  putrid 
ftench  which  almoft  made  me  faint,  too 
furely  informed  me  that  I  was  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  death.  Defpair  in  my 
foul,  I  invoked  that  death  by  which  I  was 
furrounded,  to  abridge  my  fuflFerings. 
Anxiety  and  wearinefs,  however,  fpeedily 
induced  fleep;  which  relieved  me,  for  a 
fliort  time,  from  refle6lions  on  my  horrid 
fituation. 

*•  On  awaking,  I  was  furprifed  by  the 
light  which  prevailed  in  my  dungeon.  I 
fought  the  caufe;  and  foon  perceived  a 
lamp  in  the  middle  of  the  tower,  which 
relied  on  a  baCket  attached  to  a  rope  by 
which  it  had  been  let  down  from  above. 
This  balket,  I  found,  was  filled  with 
plenty  of  provifions;  fome  bottles  of 
Cyprus  wine;  and  a  cruife  of  oil,  to  fup- 
ply  my  lamp.  Though  its  gloomy  light 
revealed  to  me  alt  the  horrors  of  the  place 
in  which  I  was  confined,  hunger  prevailed 
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ovcr  my  difguft ;  and,  fitting  down  by  tto 
fide  of  my  balket,  I  eagerly  devour^  .i| 
large  portion  of  its  contents.  Habit  iodi  , 
neceffity  render  all  things  poffible.  tit- 
grave-disger,  refting  on  the  edge  of' tbt- 
tomb  which  be  is  about  io  open^  gaily  en* 
joys  his  repaft:  mine  was  not  gay,  bat:  : 
it  infpired  me  with  ftrength  and  coatkg^ 


* 

.   ^1  ..    !»  • 


^^  Some  days  had  thus  pafied  awmy^i-^-^itt 
lead,  as  well  as  I  could  judge,  for  I  hadoD* 
means  of  meafuring  time  in  my  fubtt^ 
raneous  abode— when  I  heard  a  noifeovcr 
my  head:  it  was  the  great  ladder^  which 
was  let  down  the  wall,  and  a  man  defcend-' 
ed  ii.  I  fuppofed,  at  -firft,  it  was  fomc 
companion  In  misfortune ;  but  my  J07 
was  equal  to  my  aftonifhment,  when  1  ■ 
recognifed,  in  him,  my  friend,  the  phy- 
^tpiao,  Theophraftus. 

h>ff.He  did  not  leave  me  long  in  fufpenfc, 

f  with  regard  to  his  inten;tions.    He  ordered 

rae  to  follow  him  in  very  concife  terms,' 

and  as  a  man  very  defirous  of  remounung; 
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tbr  the  mephetic  air  of  this  gloomy  dun- 
geon feemed  to  accord  but  little  with  his 
tkfte.  I  was,  probably,  the  (irft  being 
ivho  had  ever  efcaped  from  this  den 
ilive. 

*' Under  the  guidance  of  my  guardian 
I'ngel,  I  now  again  beheld  the  firmament 
rf  Heaven,  and  the  light  of  the  day.  He 
:ondu€tedme  to  his  own  houfe,  and  there 
•fevealed  to  me  the  fecret  of  my  ftrange ' 
Jeliverance, 

«  Thank,'*  faid  he,  "  your  ftafs, 
'*  and  the  power  t)f  love,  for  having 
'*  efcaped  the  cruel  death  which  awaited^ 
'•you.  Haften  to  fly  the  enchanted  abode 
^*  of  the  Cyclades,  before  your  extri- 
'^  cation  from  this  dangerous  labyrinth  is 
^  rendered  impoffible.  A  jeafous  Prince  ' 
'*  is^moreto  be  feared  than  aii  Argus,  or 
'«  aBriareus:  he  has  a  hundred  eyes  to 
^  watch  your  motions,  and  a  hundred 
^*  hands  to  lay  hold  of  yoii.     Zeho  is, 

VOL,    II.  G 
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•«€  perhapsy    the  inoft  amorous  hiiflbiBl, 
^^  and  the  moft  revengefal  eoemy  that 
^<  ^xifts«    The  blood  of  a  tiger  flowf  n 
^^  his  veinsi  love,  alone,  can  repn^fii  bit 
-♦*  fury:    thus   he  fevercly   avenges,  the/ 
^^  frolics  of  this  God  on   the  lovers  tf 
^^  the  beautiful  Zoe,  but  never .  oili  liar^  * 
^^  felf.    Your  fate  would  have  bqen'Hke 
'^  that  of  many  others  who  have  pcriflied 
*^  in  the  tower,  if  flie  had  not  loved  yoa 
^  better  than  all  the  reft  togedien    She. 
^^  engaged  to  prove  your  innocence, -and 
^'  her  virtue,  by  the  fiery  ordeal,  and  dc-  * 
^^  manded  your  liberation ^from  the  towec 
^'  The  Prince  havingT^fAifed  her,  and  that 
^^  even  rudely,  ihC' quitted  his  prefence; 
*'  making  a  ifolemn  vow  that  ihe  would 
^^  take  no  nouriihment,  but  die  the  fame 
^^  death  as  yourfelt      Her    implacable 
^*  .bu&and  laughed  at  this  menace,  and 
'**  Set   out    for    the    chafe.       She    pro- 
•^^  fited  by  his  abfence,  to  gain  over  the 
^^  guard   of   the    tower.:     and,    by  this 
-^^  means,   fent  you  food ;  while  herfel^ 
^  faithful  to  her  vow,  refufed  to  taftc 
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**  any.  At  the  end  of  three  days,  weak 
••  ind  exhaufted,  ftiie  was  haftily  ap* 
"  proaching^he  end  of  he^c  exiftence;  a 
*•  iHortal  paleiiefs  had  talseii  the  place  of 
*•  the  rofes  of  hefconrtplexion,  andtlie 
•*  Ipai'k  of  life  began  to  grow  dim  in  her 
^**  heavenly  eyes.  Her  ipoilfe  was  in- 
^  formed  of  it,  and  returned}  he  beheld 
^^  her  in  this  condition,  and  his  alarm 
»  ^as  extretnei  lie'  tlwrefW'  himfeff  re^. 
^  pentamly  at  her  feet,  and  cohjured  her 
^-to  reiiouftce  her  defign.  He  granted 
^  her  your  life;^n  condition  that  yoa 
^'Ihould  leave  Narxos,  as  our  father 
**  Adam  did  tbeierreftrial  Pdradife,  with* 

• 

^  dut  ever  attempting  to  return  to  ^t, 
^  The  Prince  fent  for  me:  he  recdmtnend- 
"*  cd  to  my  care  the  health  of  the  beautiful 
^  Zoe  5  -and  Zoe,  that  6f  your  liberation 
^*' Prepare,  therefore,' immediately,  to  de- 
^-part;  a  vefTel,  ready  to  fet  fail  for  the 
^  Hcllefpont,  will  carry  you^to  the -con- 
^  -tincm." 


/     ' 
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<^  When  my  friend  had  finiflied  his  re* 
lation,  I  embraced  him,  and  called  himmf 
deliverer. — 'But,  to  quit  Naxosl  bov 
could  I  think  of  it?  The  charms  of  Zoe^ 
ever  prefent  to  my  thoughts,  had  made 
fuch  an  impreffion  on  my  heart,  that  it 
appeared  more  eafy  to  give  up  my  lifci 
than  this  obje£l  of  my  adoration. 

«  My  friend,"  faid  h  "  your  lafc 
^'  words  are,  to  me»  thp  words  of  deaths 
"  have  you  not,  yourfelf,  confefied  tO' 
"  me,  that  love  without  hope  is  worfe 
"  than  death?  If  you  had  left  me  in  the- 
**  tower,  I  Ihould  prefently  have  been 
**  freed  from  an  exiftence  which,  if  I 
"  muft  pafs  it  far  away  from  Zoe,  can' 
"  only  prove  a  torment!  Suffer  me, 
**  however,  to  finifli  my  days  like  a 
«  brave  knight.  Go,  and  tell  the  Prince, 
"  without  evaiion,  that  I  have  chofen 
•*  his  lovely  bride  for  the  •  lady  of  my 
**  thoughts;  that  I  am  ready  to  fight  for 
"  her,  to  the  death;  and,  fince  I  cannot 
**  obtain  her  for  my  reward,  I  will  com- 
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f^  bat  vith  his  knights  even  till  I  fall: 
*^  1  fliall,  at  leaft,  have  the  pleafure  of 
^*  knowing  that  I  die  for  her;  and,  that 
?'  ihe  will  flied  a  tear  over  my  fate!" 

"  The  friendly  Theophraftus  regarded 
Ifie  with  the  air  of  aphyfician  who  fees 
his  patient  in  the  delirium  of  a  fever.       > 

"  Your  prbjeQ,"  faid  lie,  "  is  ridicu^ 
"  lousl  A  brave  knight  fhould  not 
"  fight  tQ  be  conquered;  butto  conquer^ 
^  and  add  new  trophies  to  his  glory. 
^^  BefideS)  |t  is  probable  that  the  Prince 
.^'  will  not  confider  your  challenge  as  ac- 
"  coxding  with  the  laws  of  chivalry; 
,"  but,  rather,  as  infpired  by  jealoufy: 
^^  and  he  will,  without  hefitation,  im- 
**  mediately  fend  you  back  to- the  anti- 
"  chamber  of  Pluto.  You  have  already 
**  efcaped  it,  by  a  mirack;  do  not,  by 
**  folly,  incur  la  return.  But,  fince  I  per- 
^«  ceive  that  love  prevails  more  in  your 
^^  mind  than  the  fear  of  death,  and  that 
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•*  your  paflian  is  ftronger  than  your  rea- 
"  Ion;  I  will  flied  over  your  wounded^ 
"  heart  one  drop   of  the  dew  of  hopc^ 
^^  whieh  will  not  cure  il^  but  may,  geH 
^^  haps',  abate  the  pain.. 

•*  Learn>  therefore,  a  (<iereti  whicli  h 
**  known-  only  to  a  few  fages :  which 
**  no  offer,"  no  reward,  fhould  have 
**  induced  me  to-  reveaJ;  hut  which^  n^w,. 
*^  yields  to  friendibip,  and  the ,  coor* 
^^  paffioh  th^t  your  fiate  infpires^.  ' 

*•  This  ZoCj  whom  you  adore,  is  ^6* 
^*  fcended,  as  well  as  many  other  beauf — 
"  ties  oF  Greece,  and  other  nations,  fiv)ii^^ 
**  the  race  of  Fairies.  The  ancient"  tra'-^—. 
*^  ditions  of  the  divinities  which  former^— 
"  ly  inhabited  Greece,  ar-e  not,  as  people 
**  now  pretend,  mere  chimeras,  tb^ 
"  creatures  of  the  imagination.  The 
"  poets  have  mingled  with  them,  it  is  tru^* 
"  many  fables  and  fi6tions:  k  would  \>^ 
"  more  difficult  to  feparate  the  true  fro^^ 
"  the  falfe,  than  it  is  to  feparate  filV^^ 
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^  from  mercury.  It  is  certain,  however, 
**  that  the  family  of  the  Gods,  is  no  other 
"  than  a  race  of  aerial  fpirits  who  inhabit 
**  the  higher  regions  of  the  atmofphere; 
**  that  is  to  fay,  Olympus,  In  the  long 
"  chain  of  beings,  they  form  the  neareft 
**  conne6lion  with  man :  they  lived  for- 
^^  roerly  with  the  human. race,  in  union 
**  and  familiarity;  they  affociated  with 
•^  the  children  of  Adam;  and  the  pof- 
^  tcrity  refulting  from  this  conncc- 
**  tion,  has  perpetuated  itfelf  to  this  day. 
**  The  happy  fwan,  who  furprifed  in  her 
*^  bath  the  beautiful  Leda,  and  from 
**  whom  fprung,  according  to  the  poets, 
^*  the  God  of  Thunder,  was  no  other 
"  than  one  of  thefe  Genii  of  whom  I 
'•  fpeak  ;  who  has  left,  to  the  females  of 
*^  her  pofterity,  the  power  of  afluming, 
^^  in  fome  circumftances,  and  for  certain 
**  views,  the  fhape  of  a  fwan. 

**  From  the  bofom  of  the  earth,  and  in 
^^  each   of  the   three   known  continents 
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••  of  the  world,*  arifc  three  fmall  fprings, 
^*  dcfigned  for  the  ufe  of  aerial  fpirits; 
••  their  waters  have  the  faculty  of  pre- 
••  fcrving,  for  ever,  the  youth  and  beauty 
^*  of  the  enchanting  beings  who  inhabit 
••  the  fuperior  regions*  Thofe  beings 
^*  are  known  among  us  by  the  name  of 
^*  fairies;  and  our  anceftors  honoured 
^*  them,  under  the  title  of  the  Divinities 
••  of  Heaven.  Thefe  fprings  poflefs  the 
•*  fame  virtue,  for  every  mortal  female 
**  who  is  defcended  from  a  Genius  or  a 
•*  Fairy;  if  (he  bathe  in  it  once  every 
**  year,  on  the  day  of  the  folftice:  but,  as 
*•  thcfc  fprings  are  in  very  remote  coun- 
*•  tries,  and  as  that  branch  alone  of  the 
•*  Fairies  which  defcend  from  I^da  have 
*'  the  power  of  employing  wings,  there 
,"  cxift  few  women  who  can  enjoy  the 
"  prerogative  of  their  birth.  Though 
*♦  defcended  from  fairies,  they  flxare  the 
**  fate  of  Adam's  children,  and  fade  away 
•*  like  a  frail  flower. 


^America  was  not  then  diicovered. 
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**  However  ftrange  it  may  appear  to 
"  you,  noble  chevalieryitis  not  lefs  true, 
*^  that  the  genealogy  of  the  beautiful  Zoe 
*'  traces  up  to  the  eggs  of  Leda:  the 
**  Jlrongeft  proof  which  I  can  give  you  of 
•*  this,  is  the  undoubted  fa£t  that,  every 
**  year,  (he  becomes  a  fwan;  or  rather, 
"  as  flie  herfelf  afferts,  puts  on  the  downy 
**  covering  of  the  fwan :  for  the  daughters 
*^  of  Leda  are  not  born  naked,  like  the 
**  daughters  of  men.  Their  delicate  bo- 
**  dies  are  covered  by  an  aerial  veil,  form- 
*'  ed  of  the  rays  of  ether :  it  extends  as 
*^  they  grow;  they  can  take  it  off,  or  re- 
*'  fume  it,  at  pleafure;  and  not  only,  has 
*'.it  the  property  of  fubftances  fojmed 
'^  from  celeftial  fire,  to  render  light  the 
*'  bodies  which  they  furround,  and  en- 
"able  them  to  fly  above  the  clouds,  but 
"  Jhas  likewife  that  of  bellowing  on  the 
"  woman  who  poflefles  it  the  form  of  a 
"  fwan,  as  long  as  (he  is  covered  with  it. 
."  The  annual  voyage  to  the  baths  of 
"  beauty,  lafts  nine  days;  and,  when  no- 
•*  thing    prevents,    or    interrupts     their 
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^^  courle  on  Ais  pilgrimage*.  It  procures 
*^  to  thefe  ladies  the  deareft  fatisfaiEkirar* 
<^  that  of  feeing-perpetaated  their  yoot^ 
^  and  beauty,  if,  then,  you  are  not 
^^  afraid  to  perform  a  long  voyage,  >&'* 
^^  contrive  ta  eftablilh  yourfelf  near  one 
^  of  thefe  wonderful  fountains,  youmiy 
••  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  feeing  there  the 
«  beautiful  Zoe,  and  making  her  that 
^  confeffion  of  your  love  which  it  would 
*•  have  been  very  difficult  for  her  to  lif- 
'^  ten  to  at  Naxos.  I  now  will  Infomt 
•*  you  where  you  are  to  feek  for  them-. 

•*  The  firft  of  thefe  fountains  is  found 
•*  in  the  inland  part  of  Africa,  in  tfie 
*^  kingdom  of  Abyffinia,  and  is  the  ce- 
*«  lebratcd  fource  of  the  Nile— Tbe 
^^  fecond,  is  an  unfathomable  lake,  at  tbe 
•^'  foot  of  Mount  Ararat,  in  Afia — and 
the  third,  which  is  in  Europe,  rifes  in  a 
country  called  Germany.  The  waters 
of  this  laft,  fituated  at  the  foot  of  the 
**  mountains  of  Hartz,  flow  into  a  hke, 
*•  which  occupies  the  middle  ofapleafant 
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^*  valley,  and  the  natives  of  the  country 
^^  call  it  the  Lake  of  Swans :  it  is  this 
'*  that  Zoe  generally  vifits,  becaufe  it 
**  lies  neareft  her  own  country.  You 
^*  will  very  eafily  diftinguifh  the  fairy 
^^  fwans,  from  the  natural  ones,  by  a 
**  crown  of  gold,  which  floats  on  their 
^4  heads*  Be  on  the  watch  there,  at  early 
.•*  morn,  before  the  rays  of  the  rifing  fun 
**  have  glanced  on  the  waters ;  or  elfe, 
**  in  the  evening,  after  the  fun  has  dif- 
"  appeared,  but  ftill  colours,  with  his 
«*  light,  the  weftern  horizon.  Obferve 
**  well,  if  you  fee  any  flights  of  fwans; 
♦'  if  you  do,  immediately  they  touch  the 
**  furface  of  the  water,  you  will  behold^ 
"  inftead  of  fwans,  nymphs  bathing. 
*'  Your  eye  will  foon  diftinguifti  if  the 
"  beautiful  Zoe  is  among  them.  Should 
**  you  prove  fo«  fortunate  as  to  difcover 
"  her,  lafe  not  an  inftant,  but  gain  pof- 
"  feflion  of  her  veil,  which  you  will  find 
**  on  the  banks  of  the  lake.  The  Prin- 
**  €efs  will  then  be  in  your  power,  having 
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<^  no  lotiger  the  means  of  flight.  Love 
<<  will  inftrud  you  what  advantage  ta 
«  uke  of  it." 

**  My  friend  Theophraftus  had  now 
concluded;  and,  for  ray  own  part,  I  knew 
not  whether  I  ought  to  believe  him,  or 
ihould  regard  all  he  had  juft  faid  as  a 
tale  which  he  wiihed  to  impofe  on  roe. 
He,  however,  confirmed  it  by  an  oatb; 
and,  in  a  tone  of  fincerity,  which  I  could 
no  longer  doubt,  aflured  me,  that  every 
circumftance  was  as  he  had  related. 

"  Be  it  fo,  then !"  faid  I,  after  a  mo- 
ment's paufe:  "lead  me  to  the  vefTel.  I 
"  will  try  the  adventure  which  you  have 
"  marked  outfor  me;  and  will  wander 
"  over  the  whole  world,  rather  than  not 
«'  difcover  one  of  thofe  fountains  where 
««  I  may  gain  all  my  wifhes  !*' 

'•'I  departed;  and,  after  croffing  the 
Hellefpont,  arrived  at  Conftantinople. 
I  there  affumed  a  pilgrim's  habit;  and  fet 


THE    LAKE    OF    SWANS.  1^% 

forwardy  in  company  with  fome  others, 
who  were  returning  from  the  Holy 
Land.  ; 

s 

**  Though  directing  my  way,  in  as 
ftraight  a  line  as  poffible  to  the  mountains 
of  which  I  had  been  informed,  I  wander. 
«d  for  a  long  time  in  thefe  countries,  be- 
fore I  could  difcover  the  tranquil  Lake 
of  Swans,  that  objeft  oJFmy  ardent  wiflies. 
At  length,  I  found  it  i  and,  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood, I  built  this  hermitage;  con- 
cealing my  deiigns,  under  the  hypocri- 
ticial  maCk  of  devotion,  I  was  prefently 
vifited,  in  my  retreat,  by  all  pious  fouls. 
£ach  took  me  for  a  faint :  and  came  to 
feek,  in  my  company,  celeftial  confola- 
tions;  while  I  nourifhed,  in  a  heart  con- 
fumed  by  love,  only  terreflrial  deiires. 
My  eyes  were  inceifantly  turned  towards 
Heaven;  but,  it  was  not  in  pious  extacies: 
I  was  only  looking  for  the  arrival  of  fome 
of  my  charming  fwans.  One  of  my  firft 
employments  was  to  conftruft  a  cabin  of 
reeds  on  the  borders  of  the  lake^  that  I 
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might  obferve  the  beaatiful  bathers,  with- 
out being  myfelf  noticed.  I  there  fpenc 
mod  of  my  time ;  and  it  was  not  long,  be> 
fore  I  faw  what  Theophraftus  had  told 
:iDe* 

^^  At  the  time  of  the  fummer  folfticCf 
I  faw  fwans  arriving,  in  greater  or  left 
numbers.  Some  preferved,  in  the  water, 
their  natural  fhape ;  others,  took  that  of 
charming  young  women :  but,  her  whom 
I  expeflted,  did  not  come.  For  three  fiic- 
ceffive  fummers,  my  hopes  were  always 
difappointed.  I  did  not,  -  however,  de- 
fpair:  but,  remained  ever  attentive,  at  my 
poft;  drfdaining  all  the  other  heavenly 
nymphs,  and  thinking  only  pf  Zoe. 

At  length,  towards  t^e  fourth  fummer's 
folftice,  I  heard,  at  the  dawn  of  the  morn- 
ing, the  noife  of  wings  over  my  bead; 
and,  prefently  after,  perceived  nymphs 
bathing  in  the  pond ;  who,  not  thinking 
themfelves  obferved  by  an  indifcreet, 
gave  themfelves  up  to  their  gaiety,  and  a 
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thoufand  innocent  diverlions.  As  foon 
as  day  permitted  me  to  diftinguifli  their 
features,  what  were  my  raptures,  on  ob- 
ferving  my  lovely  Zoe  among  the  num- 
ber ?*  My  heart  beat  with  violen  ce ;  and 
the  emotion  of  my  foul  was  fo  great,  that 
I  entirely  forgot  the  leffbn  of  my  friend 
Theophraftus.  Inftead  of  afiuring  my- 
felf  the  poffeffion  of  her  I  adored,  by 
taking  from  her  the  myfterious  veil;  in 
theexcefsof  my  joy,  I  flew  out  of  my 
xabin :  then,  extending  my  arms  towards 
the  lake,  I  exclaimed — 

"Lovely  Zoe  of  Naxos!  life  of  my 
**  foul!  thou,  whom  I  have  never 
"  ceafed  to  adore!  again  behold  thy 
**  faithful  knight,  to  whom  love  has  be- 
•*  trayed  thy  fecret,  and  who  has  been 
**  expe6ting  thee  thefe  four  long  years  at 
•*  the  fountain  of  beauty,  with  all  the  ar- 
**  dour  and  impatience  of  the  moft  tender 
•*  and  paflionate  lover!" 

*«  The  nymphs,  greatly  terrified  at  this 
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UDexpe£led  interruption,  {hrieked  loudly. 
They  then  took  i;p  water,  in  the  hollow  of 
their  fair  hands,  and  threw  it  in  my  face, 
to  prevent  my  beholding    them.     At  that 
moment,  recalling  to  my  mind  the  fate  of  ' 
Adeon,    1    retreated    back  a  few  ftcp*. 
They  prefently  glided  away  among  fome 
-rufiies,  where  they  concealed  themfeiv«.    , 
A  few  moments  after,   I  faw  feven  fwans    ■ 
rife  into  the  air,  who  flew  with  fwiftnefs,    i 
a&d  were  prefently  out  of  light, 

"It  was  then,  that  1  perceived  all  the 
folly  of  which  I  had  been  guilty,  and  I 
tore  my  hair  and  beard  with  paffion.  Pro- 
found grief  fucceeded  my  defpair;  and  I 
fadly  proceeded  on  the  way  to  my  cell, 
with  my  eyes  fixed  to  the  ground.  In 
pacing  by  ihe  place  whence  the  fwans  had 
taken  their  flight,  I  noticed,  on  the  turf, 
fome  fteps  which  I  could  trace  by  the  wet, 
and  the  trampled  grafs :  and  prefendy 
perceived,  on  the  fand,  the  impreflion  of 
a.  delicate  foot,  which  I  imagined  was  that  . 
of  Zoe;  with,  by  itslide,  a  fmali  -packet, 
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^hich  I  eagerly  feized.  On  opening  it, 
I  found  a  female  glove  of  vhite  filky 
which  could  belong  only  to  the  beautiful 
band  of  Zoe;  and  a  ring,  with  a  fparkling 
ruby,  cut  in  the  form  of  a  heart, 

V  I  looked  on  this  glove  and  riogr-rleft 
bere,  without  doubt,  defignedly-t* as  the 
bappieft  omens  to  my  love. 

*'  Zoe,"  faid  I,  "  has  wiflied  me,  cer^ 
*^tainly,  to  underftand  by  it,  that  fhe  left 
?*me  her  heart;  that  flie  was  not  infenfible 
**  to  my  paflion :  and,  though  the  laws  of 
**  decency  have  not  permitted  her  to  quit 
H her  companions,  to  remain  with  me;  I 
^^  may  conclude,  from  this  gift,  that  fhe 
f^  will  return  alone  to  the  Lake  of  Swans, 
f « as  foon  as  poffible." 

^*  This  fweet  hope  ferved  yet  fome 
years  to  confole  me,  and  fortified  me 
with  patience,  while  I  awaited  the  much 
defired  viQt;^  but  my  imprudence  appear- 
ed to  have  frightened  away,  entirely,  the 
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fwans  from  the  lake.  It  was  a  long  tiisr  | 
before  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  Tom 
retura,  who  revived  my  hopes  and  nl;^ 
paffion.  I  carehilly  notrced  them,  ftt|4 
fometimes^  felt  pleafure  in  ftirveying;  ihtn^i 
heavenly  forms;  but  no  one  ever  made 
ah  imprei&on  on  my  heart,  my'  eyes  otiljr 
fought-SSoe.  Alas,  they  never  bebtUl 
her  again'/  I  preferve  her  ring,  as  a  laelliD^ 
in  my  cheft,  as  well  as  her  image  iii  nr^ 
heart* 


^^  r  plan  ted  rofes,  and  other '  odbriferOQS 
flowers,  around  the  place  where  I  had 
found  my  treafure.  Years  have  fled' away, 
in  the  ever  difappointed  expedation  of  fee- 
ing the  well-beloved  of  my  heart.  Even 
now,  though  my  form  be  bowed  down  by 
the  weight  of  years,  and  my  counlenaace 
furrowed  by  the  deep  wrinkles  of  age; 
yes,. even  now,  the  arrival^  of  fwans*  oa 
the  lake  ftill  rejoices  me :  it  recah  to  me, 
my  youth,  my  affe£lions,  and  the  pleafimt 
dreams  of  my  life!  Neverthelcfs,  it  is 
true  that,  when  I:  lookback,  andferioufly 
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refleO;  on  the  purfuit^  of  my  youth;  I 
<^annot  forbfear  the  confeffion,  that  I 
have  pafled  it  without  fecuring  its  fruits; 
as  an  inconfiderate  fpendthrift  diffipates 
his  wealth,  without  enjoying  it.  My  life 
has  glided  away,  like  a  dream  in  a  long 
winter's  night :  our  imagination  cannot 
free  itfelf  from  its-fcenes^  till  we  awake; 
all  then^  fpeedily  vanilhes;  but  the  foul 
is  fatigued  by  this  deceitful  fleep,  and 
feels  no  fubilantial  repofe!  Experience 
alone  confoles  me;  by  defcribing  it  as 
the  ufual  lot  of  mortals.  A  dream  oc- 
cupies their  life:  they  pafs  it,  in  running 
after  a  fhadow ;  and  facrifice,  tp  the  idle 
purfuit,  their  heft  years  of  ftrength  and 
aftivity^  Every  kihd  of  exultation,  either 
of  the  heart  or  the  fancy,  be  its  objeft  in 
heaven  or  on  earth,  is  but  mere  folly. 
Men  who  wifli  to  diftinguifh  themfelves 
from  others,  and  to  turn  from  the  path, 
which  is  marked  out  to  them  by  nature, 
whether  they  inhabit  a  cloifter  era  her- 
mitage;   whether   they  wander  into  the 
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country  to  look  at  the  moon,  or  to  throw 
into  the  rivulet  the  (lowers  and  bladei  of 
grafs  which  ihey  have  jaft  gathered;  of 
elfe  to  relate  their  dangers  and  efcapes 
over  mountains,  and  by  the  fide  of  caia- 
ra^U;  alt  thefe  beings  are  only  indolent 
dreamers.  The  purfuils  of  conteoiplft- 
tion,  and  fyftemaliztng,  when  they  cannot 
be  adopted  at  the  plough,  when  they  do 
not  alTociate  with  the  fpade  and  the  pick- 
axe, can  atone  refuU  from  felf-Iove,  or 
fome  derangement  of  ihe  underflanding.  1 
have  purfued  a  more  meritorious  employ- 
ment, in  raifing  fruit  trees,  in  planting 
the  vine,  or  in  rearing  the  melon,  to  re- 
frelh  the  thirfty  traveller;  than  in  fub- 
mitting  to  all  thofe  fads  and  penances 
which  have  gained  me  the  reputation  of 
a  faint,  while  I  was,  in  faB,  but  a  weak 
mortal,  agitated  by  a  prophane  paffion. 

"  Of  what  ufe,  then,  has  been  the  ro- 
mance of  my  life  ?  It  is  on  the  point  of 
being  cxtinguiflied;    and  there  will  rfi* 
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main  of  me  only  a  reputation,  which  I  have 
Mule  merited.  Therefore,  Friedbert,  I 
miOx  not  that,  like  me,  you  fliould  wafte 
the  moft  important  years  of  your  life  in 
^18  fotitude.  You  will  remain  with  me 
the  litde  time  that  I  have  to  live;  biit 
when  you  ftrall  have  clofed  thefe  eyes, 
ahd  my  bones  are  repofed  in  the  tomb 
which  I  have  dug  under  the  rock,  yoU 
will  return  to  the  world;  and  feek  to 
gain^  by  your  labour,  the  bread  of  your- 
felf;  and  of  a  good  and  lovely  companion, 
^LS  well  as  of  your  children.  This  is  the 
true  deftiny  of  man.  The  rape  of  the 
Sabines,,  once  brought  the  Romans  hap- 
pinefs«  You  can  niakea  trial;  and,  if  for- 
tune favours  you,  may  procure,  by  meany 
of  this  lake,  an  amiable  female,  defcended 
from  the  race  of  fairies.  Once  familiar- 
ife  her  mind  to  lovcj  and  (he  will  confent 
to  beyour^s:  but,  if  her  heart  be  already 
engaged,  and  ihe  can  no  longer  difpofe 
of  it  in  your  favour,  reftore  her  im. 
mediately  to  liberty ;  iand  fuifer  not  con* 
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^ftraint  and  jealoufy,  tbofe  two  daughceflii 
of  Satan^  to  .poifon  -your  '^moeftic  •^Ic^ 
licity ."  '     :  'T 

Tlie  morniDg  began  to  dawn^  'vfaoi  ^^Dbr 
old  man  concluded  his  relation  withtihefe 
ufeful  refledions:  be  then  wenttq  fedk^ 
on  bis^oucb,  the  repofe -which  he  needed* 
Friedbertdid  the  fame,  but  he  found  It 
impofifible  to  fleep :  a  thoufand  CQnfnfiii 
ideas  flitted  acrofs  his  bndn;  he  behefcdf. 
the  fun  foon  after  rife,  and  took^  for  '^ 
fwan,  eveiy  bird  which  flew  ov<»r  his 
head. 

A  few  months  after  this,  Father  Bnmo 
peacefully  repofedin  the  fleep  of  deaths 
and  was  buried,  by  his  adopted  fon,-^iiiK 
the  deep  kunentatrons  ^of  all  the  infaabk 
tants  of  the  mountain,  who  ^ncenely  re^^; 
gretted  the  k>fs  of  their  cdefttal  advocate. 
They  performed  frequent  pilgrimager  to* 
his  tomb,  and  the  heir  of  the  faint  'found 
thefe  not  a  little  conduce  to  his  advan* 
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:age.  In  their  devotional  fimpHcity^ 
ihefe  good  people  all  much  wilhed  to 
[^oflefs,  as  a  relic,  fomething  belonging  to 
the  holy  man;  and  Friedbert,  on  granting 
«rbat  they  aCked,  nev^er  failed  to  receive 
Ibme  flight  .je\¥ard.  • 

Time,  however,  diminiflied  the  crowds 
vdio  reforted  to  this  facred  fepulchre; 
and,  at  length,  the  hermitage  became  a 
compleat  folitude.  Friedbert  was  not 
forry  for  it ;  as  he  felt  himfelf  more  at 
liberty  lo  devote  his  mind  to  romantic 
idea&«  ' 

.'He  -  obferved,  with  pleafure,  the  in- 
creafing  length  of  the  days^  and  the  ap-. 
preach  of  the  fummer  folftice.  He  did 
not  fail  to  go  and  ^ftablifh  his  poft  of 
obfervation  near  the  lake :  morning  and 
evening  hewas  on  the  watch,  in  the  cabin 
of  reed«. 

At  length,  one  day,  he  made  the  much 
adelired   difcovery:  three  fine  fwans  ar* 
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riving  about  noon,  approached  the  Ukci 
in  majeftic  flight:  they  circled  it  round, 
feveral  times,  at  an  uncommon  height, 
as  if  obferving  whether  there  was  any 
thing  to  dread,  and  then  defcended  into 
'  its  waters.  A  few  moments  after,  he  be- 
held, in  their  place,  three  young  beau- 
ties; who,  holding  each  other  by  the 
hand,  like  the  three  Graces,  formed  the 
loveliell  group  that  the  eye  of  mortal  had 
ever  contemplated. 

After  having  fporled,  for  fome  time  in 
the  waves,  they  began  to  converfe  with  each 
other,  without  fufpicion;  and,  at  length, 
to  fing.  The  young  obferver  wasintoxi* 
cated  with  pleafure;  and,  like  his  mafter, 
■was  on  the  point  of  letting  the  opportu- 
nity efcape  of  fecuring  fo  lovely  a  prey. 
He  luckily,  however,  recollefted  him- 
felfin  time;  and,  recovering  from  his  ex- 
tafy,  foftly  quitted  the  cabin,  and  glided 
unperceived  through  the  thickets,  to  the 
fpot  where  the  lovely  females  had  left,  on 
the  banic,  their  aerial  wardrobe. 
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He  found,  on  the  grafs,  three  veils,  of 
a  texture  unknown  to  him;  finer,  more 
delicate,  and  lighter,  than  the  fpider's 
veb,  and  whiter  than  the  fnow  newly  faU 
Icn.  Near  thefe,  were  habits  of  a  ftronger 
quality,  of  fea-green  and  flefh-colours^ 
and  which  appeared  to  him  Indian  filks^ 
The  daring  robber  feized,  at  hazard,  with 
arafhhand,  one  of  the  veils;  and  fled, 
with  his  prey,  full  of  joy,  to  his  habi- 
tation, impatiently  waiting  for  the  prize 
which  fortune  had  referved  for  his  auda« 
city. 

As  Toon  as  he  had  concealed  his  trea* 
fure  in  an  iron  box,  he  fat  down  on  a  bank 
ofmofs;  preparing  himfelf,  like  a  Roman 
.augur,  to  obferve  the  flight  of  the  birds, 
that  he  might  draw  from  it  an  omen  of 
his  fuccefs. 

The  evening  ftar  began  to  Ihine;  and, 
a  moment  after,  arofe  two  fwans,  in  a 
hurried   flight,  which  marked  their  con- 
vox.  ii»  tt 
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fternation:  they  fled,  as  if  they  had 
been  purfued  by  a  bird  of  prey- 
It  was  then  that  his  heart  began  to 
beat,  and  a  paroxyfin  of  joy  pervaded  his 
whole  frame.  Two  fwans,  onl v«  had  fled: 
curiofity  leads  him  to  the  lake,  to  fee 
what  is  become  of  the  third. 

However,  after  having  advanced  a  fev 
paces,  prudence  inclines  him  to  return  10 
the  grotto.  He  refleded,  that  it  vooM 
be  wifer,  and  more  fuitabie  to  his  iniereiify 
to  conceal  bis  robbery  ;  that  hypocrify 
would  fucceed,  in  this  cafe,  better  than 
(inceriiv;  and,  that  it  was  much  more 
eligible  to  prefent  himfelf  as  a  protedor, 
than  as  a  thief. 

He  kindled  his  lamp ;  hoping,  viA 
leafon,  thai  itsli^ht  would  not  fail  to  at- 
iracl  the  beau:iful  bird  of  nizh:.  He 
tookuphis  rofiTv-;  placed  hirr.ftlf  initc 
attitude  of  a  inan  ai  prayers;  and,  while 
prerending   Cowly   :j    ccun:    his    beads, 
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kept  his  ears  on  the  watch  to  give  intel- 
ligence of  what  was  paffing  without. 

He  prefently  heard  a  flight  noifc;  like 
that  of  a  timid  ftep,  which  feared  to  betray 
itfelf  while  trampling  on  the  yielding 
fand.  The  roguifti  hermit  redoubled  his 
apparent  devotion,  perceiving  he  was  ob- 
fervcd;  at  length,  having  finiflied  his 
prayer,he*flowly  arofe,  and  caft  his  eyes 
towards  the  door. 

He  then  beheld  his  lovely  prifoner : 
ftie  was  there,  decked  in  all  the  charms 
of  her  age,  herfex,  and  beauty;  with  a 
countenance  which  exprefled  the  live- 
lieft  forrow,  and  the  pangs  of  alarmed 
Hiodefty. 

This  firft  moment  decided  the  affec- 
tions of  the  tender  Friedbert :  indeed,  the 
expreffion  of  grief  on  her  heavenly  face, 
had  fomething  in  it  fo  lovely  and  impref- 
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^five,  that  he  could  not  forbev;  fe^lii^ 
deeply  affcded.  Her  delicate.  idqii4 
opened  to  addrefs  him ;  and  her  mild  ani 
fuppliant  attitude  was  in  pcrfeft  hamaaj 
lifith  her  fpeech. 

r  p 

The  youngliermitliftenedy  in  raptnitfi 
to  her  melodious  voice;  but  did  not  00% 
prehend  a  fingle  word^  «he  language  io 
vhieh  fhe  (poke  being  quite  unknown'  ta 
him :  neyerchelefs,  he  could  eafily  ffntfi^ 
what  ibe  a&ed  of  htm. 

Indeed,  it  was  to  pray  him  to  reftpm 
her  the  veil  which  he  had  taken  from 
her:  but,  he  feigned  not  to  undefftand 
her;  and  only  endeavoured,  in  his  tunii 
to  make  her  fenfible,  that  her  virtue  had 
nothing  to  apprehend  iii  this  pious  re- 
treat. 

He  fhewed  her,  in  a  feparate  part  of 
the  grotto,  a  neat  and  comfortable  bed; 
he  ferved  her  with  fome  excellent  fruits 
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aod^referves ;  and  did  all  that  his  her- 
mit's policy. could  fuggeft>  to  acquire  her. 
eoDfidence». 

But  the  afflt£lcd  Ixeauty   appeared  to 
pay  attention  to  nothing;  (he  fat  down  in^ 
a  corner,    abandoned    herfelf   to  grief>. 
and  wept  andLfobbed  inceflantly.  , 

The  good-natuced  and  feeling  Fried- 
bert  was  fo  touched  at  feeing  this,  that  he 
began  to  weep  too:  and  he  fo  well  play- 
ed his  part  in  this  fcene  of  tears,  that  the 
lovely  ftranger  appeared  to  feel  fome 
con^folation  from  the  fympathy  which  he 
exprefled  in  her  forrow. 

She  no  longer  fufpefted  him  as  the 
pHfercr  of  her  veil;  and  afked  his  par- 
don,' in  her  heart,  for  having  accufed 
him.  She  wifhed  only  to  find  fome 
means  of  making  her  benevolent  hoft 
comprehend  what  was  the  fubjeft  of  her 
grief,  with  which  he  appeared  to  her  to- 
tally unacc[uainted. 
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The  firR  night  paffed  but  fadly,  m  tl^^ 
grotto  of  the  hermitage :  but  Aurora  h^^^i 
at  all  times,  the  amiable  funQion  of  diT  Y' 
ing  up,  \sith  her  rofy  fingers,  the  tears  ^^ 
the  unhappy.  Friedbert  performed,  ac^ti 
the  riling  of  the  fun,  his  ufual  devotior""^^** 
vrhich  the  young  beauty  was  not  d  -if* 
pleafed  to  obferve. 

She  was  pcrfuaded  to  eat  fomething    ^t  , 
breakfaft,    with   which  he    ferved    hea- 
then fhe  went  out  to  feek  again,   on  tb^ 
bank  of  the  lake,  her  loft  veil;  fl>e  noW 
imagined  that,    perhaps,  fome  indifcreet 
zephyr,    fporting  with  fo    light    a   fub- 
fiance,  might  have  carried  it  among  the 
thickets* 

The  officious  Friedbert  accompanied 
her,  and  affifted  in  her  fearches;  which^ 
however,  he  well  knew  would  be  ufelefs. 
This  renewed,  in  fome  degree,  the  grief 
of  the  beautiful  daughter  of  fairies:  but 
the  blood  which  flows  in  their  veins,  is 
more  fluid  than  that    of  (Imple  miortals; 


TH£    LAKE    or    SWAN9*  15* 

grief  prefemly  is  effaced  from  their  beartSr 
like  the  (hades  of  night  from  the  furface  of 
the  earth. 

.' 
By  degrees,  fhe  grew  accuilomed  to 
ber  fituation :  hcf '.eyes  began  again  to 
brighten,  like  the  clouds  after  a  fummerV 
fliowen  She  likewife  felt  reconciled  to 
the  companion  of  her  folitude;  and  her 
regards  fometimes  refted  with  pleafure 
on  the  animated  and  pteafing  countenance; 
of  the  young  hermitv 

• 

He  obferved  all  thefe  circumftances< 
with  fecret  joy;  and,  by  numerous  little^ 
attentions,  which  love  alone  could  have 
fuggefted,  he  fought  to  deferve  and  in- 
creafe  the  favourable  regards  (he  already 
svinced  for  him*  Love  had  changed  the 
Imple  and  common  good  fenfe  of  the 
Suabian,  into  a  refined  fentiment;  and 
3ad  given  him  a  fagacity  to  read  all  the 
-eceffes  of  the  female  heart.  It  was,  like- 
•rife,    this    inventive  love,   which   foon 
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uught  them  a  concife  but  ezpiefliw 
language,  by  means  of  which  they  leatned 
to  underftand  each  other  as  well  40  lakfe 
and  Yarico. 

It  was  long  before  Fribdbert*t  cuiidi^. 
was  fatisfied,  with  regard  to  what  lan- 
guage the  fair  ftranger  fpoke:  of  what 
country  Ihe  was;  her  name;  the  ecNip> 
dition  of  life  in  which  flie  bad  bc^ 
brought  up,  and  if  it  were  fimilar  tpliii 
own.  By  the  afliftance  of  their  new  lan- 
guage, he  learned,  at  length,  that  fate  had 
thrown  into  bis  hands  a  beautiful  Gre- 
cian: his  furprife  and  pleafure  tncreafedf 
on  being  likewife  informed  that  (he  was  a 
Princefs,  and  the  youngeft  daughter  of 
Prince  Zeno  and  the  lovely  Zoe  of 
Naxos,  fo  long  beloved  by  Father  BrunOt 

^^  And  now,  my  good  hermit,"  fafd  Ihe, 
*^  tell  me  how  happens  it  that  you  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  properties  of  the  lake; 
and  why  did  my  mother  always  warn  me 
and  my  lifters  to  avoid  the  weftern  bath? 


THE    LAKE   OF    SWAKS.  I53 

Had  file  fome  adventure  here^  fimilar  to 
my  own?  Did  fhe,  likewife,  lofe  her 
veil  ?  She  fent  us,  every  year,  to  the 
fouFces  of  the  Nile,  without  ever  herfelf 
accompanying  us  :  for  my  father,  infpir- 
cd  by  jealoufy,  ftriftly  confined  hen  ^ 
He  rather  preferred  her  lofing  her  beauty^ 
to  preferving  it  for  any  other  than  him-^ 
felf.  It  being  no  longer  in  her  power  to^ 
▼i fit  the  fairy  baths,  to  re frefb  there  her 
youth  and  beauty,  {h€  has  loft  both.  My 
father  rs  dead,  and  my  mother  pa (Tes  her 
widowhood  in  melancholy  folitude;  for, 
when  no  longer  youngs  and  beautiful, 
there  remains  to  our  fex  little  but  forrow 
and  regret.  We  Hve  mider  the  guidance 
of  my  mother;  remote  from  the  court 
of  our  uncle,  who  fucceeded  our  father 
in  the  government  of  the  Cyclades;  and 
we  never  leave  her,  except  during  out 
voyage  to  the  fairy  baths. 

••  My  elder  fitters  once  determined  to 
dire£l  their  flight  towards  the  weft.  They 
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had  forgot,  through  youth  and  impra- 
dence,  my  mother's  advice;  or,  perhaps, 
thought  they  would  be  lefs  incommoded 
by  cxceflive  heat  in  ihofc  counuies, 
than  in  the  defarts  of  Egypt.  During 
this  voyage,  which  we  undertook  fotne 
years  ago,  and  which  we  carefully  con- 
cealed from  our  mother,  there  happened 
to  us  nothing  amifs :  and,  the  fucceed- 
ing  years,  we  have  continued  to  take 
this  courfe;  till  that  unfortunate  da/, 
when  I  became  the  viftim  of  my  fifteu 
folly. 

•'  Where  is  that  wicked  magician  con- 
cealed, who  watched  the  nymphs  in  the 
bath,  to  rob  them  of  a  veil  which  could 
not  be  of  the  fmalleft  fervice  to  hinafelff 
Conjure  this  wicked  genius,  you  who  are 
a  holy  man :  let  him  defcend,  from  oB 
high,  to  my  feet,  if  he  inhabit  the  ethe- 
real regions;  orelfe,  call  him  up  from  the 
centre  of  the  earth,  if  that  be  his  dwelling; 
that  he  may  reftore  me  my  property  and 
inheritance,  which  diftinguifhes  me  from 
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mortals^  and  of  which  he  can  make  no 
ufef" 

Friedbert  was  pleafed  at  Galifta's  error^ 
who  attributed  the  lofs  of  her  veil  to   an 
'enchanter :  and,  to  confirm  her  ftill  more 
in  this   fuppoHtion,  he  related  to  her  a 
ftory  of  a  Prince  of  the  Genii,  who  often 
mfed  to  travel  round  the  Lake  of  Swans, 
and  took  a  malicious  delight  in  playing  off 
(ricks  on  the  bathers.     He  likewife  told 
her,  that  he  did  not  poffefs  the  power  of 
convoking  fpirits;  but  that  he  had  heard 
of  a  certain  fylph  who,  many  years  before, 
had  likewife  loft  her  veil;  and  that   (he 
had,  in  exchange,  found  a  faithful  lov^r, 
who  foon  made  her  forget,  qr  at  leaft  no 
longer  regret,  the  Iof&  of  her  wings. 

The  charming  Califta  felt  fomething, 
in  all  this,  very  confoling:  neverthelefs, 
to  remain  in  fuch  a  folitude,  whatever 
[night  be  the  beauties  with  which  nature 
iiad  adorned  it,  by  no  means  fuited  her: 
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a  certain  proof  that  fenfibili^,  the  tmm 
fitter  of  love,  had  not  yet  touched  her 
heart;  for'  we  know  that,  the  mofe  foil- 
tai;^  a  valley,  the  more  defart  an  tfland, 
the  more  is  it  a  Paradife  to  the  feeling  fool* 

The  complaifant  hennit  was  no  foooer 
made  acquainted  with  the  wiihes  of  his 
fair  friend,  than  he  profefled  hit  reidi- 
nefn  to  quit  the  hermitage;  but,  at  ihe- 
fame  time,  took  care  to  inform  her,  that 
nothing  could  indemnify  him  for  fiieh  a 
facrifice^  but  domeftic  happinefs)  in  die 
arms  of  a  virtuous  wife. 

While  he  faid  this,  his  eyes  were  fixei 
on  her  with  fiich  expreffive  tendernefs, 
that  it  was  not  difficult  for  the  beautifiil 
Calif^a,  to  guefs  the  full  extent  of  his 
meaning. 

Sheblufhed,  and  looked  down;  Fried* 
bert  underftood  her  anfwer. 

From  that  moment,  he  employed  him* 
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felf  diligently  in  preparing  for  their  de- 
parture.  He  refumed  a  military  drefs; 
and  fee  off,  vith  his  lovely  compap'on^ 
for  Suabia. 

In  this  province,  there  is  a  liule  town^ 
called  EglifaU)  belonging  to  the  Lords  of 
Gravenek.  Here  lived  the  mother  of 
Friedbert.  She  blefled  the  memory  of 
her  deceafed  hufband;  and  curfed  the 
Auftrians  who,  as  (he  fuppofed,had  killed 
her  fon.  She  never  failed  to  beftow  a 
trifle  on  every  maimed  foldier,  returning 
from  the  army,  who  flopped  before  her 
door,  to  afk  charity.  She  alked  them  a 
thoufand  queftions  refpe6ling  her  dear 
Friedbert:  and,  when  one  of  thcfe  in- 
valids, more  talkative,  or  more  artful,  was 
able  to  impofe  on  her  fome  ftory  refpeft- 
ing  this  young  man — how  he  had  fought 
like  a  brave  foldier,  and  had  fallen  like  a 
hero— and  how  many  bleflings  he  had 
charged  him,  while  dying,  to  bear  to  his 
dear  mother — Ihe  failed  not  to  fet  before 
him  a  bottle  of  her  beft  wine;  while  her 
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matenuleye&overQowed  with  tears^  and 
her  heart  with  grief. 

''''^  -Tour  years  had  thus  pafTed  away,  in 
litleningto,  and  believing,  falfe  relations. 
The.windt  of  autumn  had  began  to  fcatier 
jFroni  the  trees  the  leaf  tinged  with  every 
varioua  hue,  when  the  good  mother,  and 
■all  the  town,  were  awakened  from  their 
lethargy  by  firange  news. 

A  courier^  on  horfeback,  announced 
that  the  brave  Friedbert  had  not  periihed 
in  the  contefts  of  Suabiaj  but  was  on  the 
road,  returning  to  his  native  country: 
that  he  came  from  diftant  lands,  with  the 
.equipage  of  a  chevalier  of  the  firll  rank; 
.  that  he  had  experienced  many  adventurer 
in  the  eaft;  and  brought  back  with  him  a 
bride  of  exquifite  beauty,  the  Sultan  of 
Egypt's  daughter,  with  conliderable  trea- 
fures  for  her  portion. 

Fame,  we  fee,   had  here  exaggerated 
cTcry.thing:  die  truth  was,  that  Friedbert 
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had  found  himfelf  rich  enough,  by  what  he 
had  found  in  Bruno*s  cave,  and  his  fale  of 
relics,  to  augment,  gradually,  his  train,  as 
he  approached  his  native  place.  He  had 
bought  fome  horfes,  decked  with  fuperb 
harnefs;  and  had  arrayed  himfelf,  as  well 
as  the  lovely  Califta,  in  very  fplendid  ap. 
parel.  He  had  hired  feveral  domeftics; 
and  was  advancing  towards  Eglifau,  as 
proudly  as  an  ambafTador  of  the  King  of 
Arragon. 

When  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  faw 
the  cavalcade  pafs  through  the  ftreets  of 
Aiigfbourg,  they  hailed  their  fellow- 
citizen  with  loud  acclamations,  and  fhouts 
of  joy.  His  brothers,  bis  male  and  fe-^ 
male  coufins,  even  to  the  tenth  degree,  as 
wellvas  a  large  party  of  the  moft  refpeft- 
able  citizens,  condufted  by  the  magiftrate, 
went  to  meet  him  with  the  city  flag  unfurl* 
ed,  while  the  bagpipe  and  the  hautboy, 
celebrated  his  triumphant  return  to  the 
place  of  his  birth. 
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The  eyes  of  his  good  mother  flied  totteUi 
of  joy  and  pride,  while  ihe  embraced  her' 
fon.  She  gave  a  great  feaft^  to  which  aD 
his  friends  and  relations  were  invited; 
and  diftributed,  at  once,  among  the  fMMr, 
all  the  money  in  her  pocket.  She  codd. 
not  keep  her  eyes  off  the  lovely  bride  of' 
her  fon ;  apd  fatigued  her  with  her  cilr 
reffes  and  affedionate  enquiries. 

Nothing  was  heard  of,  in  the  city  aril 
fuburbs,  but  the  beautiful  Grecian 
Many  chevaliers  and  gentlemen,  great 
amateurs  in  beauty,  eagerly  courted  aA 
acquaintance  with  Friedbert :  one  called 
himfelT  his  fellow-foldier;  another,  bis 
old  friend;  a  third,  his  coufin;  and  ail 
profeifed  for  him  a  fincere  friendlhlp. 

But  Friedbert,  whofe  mind  began  now 
to  be  infpired  with  fome  few  jealous  ap> 
prehenfions,  concealed  his  beautiful  Ca> 
lifta  from  the  eyes  of  all;  and,  every 
time  he  left  his  home,  to  vifit  the  court  of 
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the  Lo.rd  of  Gravenek,  or  elfewhere, 
ftri&ly  recommended  her  to  the  care  of 
hU  good  mother. 

His  fuit,  thus,  went  on  well :  and  the 
bandfome  Grecian,  who  faw  no  profpe£t 
of  ever  returning  to  her  own  country; 
whO|  befides,  felt  no  di (inclination  for  a 
young  man,  now  in  the  full  bloom  of 
youth,  and  who  appeared,  likewife,  in 
other  refpefts,  to  much  advantage,  fince 
be  had  thrown  off  the  grey  hermit's  cloak 
for  the  drefs  of  a  cavalier;  yes,  the  love- 
ly Grecian,  laying  afidd  the  prejudices  of 
birth,  and  the  diftance  of  their  ranks  ia 
life,  confented  to  beftow  on  him  her 
band. 

He  had  ordered  a  magnificent  wedding 
^efs  to  be  made  for  her;  the  day  of  the 
ceremony  was  fixed  on ;  the  fatted  calf, 
and  the  poultry,  were  killed;  and  the 
good  mother  had  already  fet  her  hands  to 
the  paftry. 
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The  day   preceding  the  marriage,  the 
bridegroom  went  on,horfeback,   accord- 
ing   to  the  cuftom   of  the  country, .  to 
give  invitations  to  his  friends.     Califta, 
in  the  mean  while,  was  employed  in. try- 
ing on  her  wedding  drefs ;   and  prefenlly 
perceived  fomething  in  it  which  did  not 
pleafe  her,  and  required  alteration.     She 
fent  for  her  mother  in-law,  to  alk  her  ad- 
vice.    The  good  woman  comes;  and  the 
fight  of  the  bride  thus  fplendidly  arrayed, 
puts  all  her  fpeaking  faculties  in  motioiu 
She  poured  forth  a  torrent  of  praifes  off 
the  beauty  of  her  ftiape;  the   charms  of 
her    countenance;    and,    laftly,    on   the 
habit  itfelf,  and  on  her  fon's  good  taftc  ia 
the  choice  of  the  colour  and  ftufF,  as  well 
as  the  maker's  clevernefs  in  the  fine  form 
of  the  drefs.     But,   when   fhe   found  that 
Califta  did  not  agree  with  her  on  this  laft 
point,    fhe   prefently    changed    her  note, 
through  dread  of  betraying  her  ignorance 
of  the  fafhions.     The   fair  Grecian's  ob- 
jeQions    refted  principally   on    the  auk- 
ward  form  of  the  wedding    veil;  which 
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was,  however,  in  the  neweft  fafhion  of 
that  country. 

^«Ahr    faid    Califta,   fighing,    "why 
have  I  not,  on  my  wedding  day,  my  beau« 

^  tiful  Greek  veil;  which,  in  texture,  light 
and  dazzling  as  the  flakes  of  fnow,  floated 
gracefully  round  my  form,  fportively 
agitated  by  the  zephyrs,  and  attached  on 
my  head  by  a  golden  crown !  I  fliould 
have  been  an   objeft  of  envy  to  all  the 

"  young  maidens  of  the  city;  and  your 
fon's  bride  would  then,  indeed,  have  ap^ 
peared  the  mofl:  beautiful  of  women  I 
This  ornament  of  Grecian  daughters,  is 
no  Jonger  in  my  pofleflion;  which  be* 
fiows  on  them  irrefiftible  charms,  and 
captivates  every  youthful  beholder !" 

At  this  recolleftion,  a  tear  flowed 
down  the  lovely  cheek  of  Califta,  and  fell 
on  her  alabafter  neck.  The  mother  was 
quite  melted,  at  feeing  this.  Her  heart 
was  foft;  the  good  woman  was  likewife 
fuperftitious,  as  all  the  good  people  of 
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that  age  were:  ihe  thouglit^thtttawoiiKtt^  ) 
tears,  on  the  eve  of  her  efpoilfaAst  ap- . , 
peared  no  good  omen  to  the  marriage']^  ^ 
and  Ihe  could  no  longer  refrain  'fraoi  ^- 
vulging  a  fecret  which  had  boent  ^^om^ 
times  before,  at  her  tongue*s  end»        * 

The  ianguine  Friedbeit^  bad,  ch^ 
this  occafion,  difplayed  a<  di^inguilii^t! 
trait  of  his  country;,.  He  had.  related; 
to  his  indifiireet  motbor,  Hie  aceoiini  of' 
his  *  taking  away  the  veil ;  without,  tuMl^ 
ever,  revealing  to«  her  its  properties :. 
only  to  preferve  it  mora  carefully,  widi* 
out  incurring  the  rilk.of  its  being  founi 
by  Califta;  he  had  confided  it  to  his  mo-i 
ther's  hand  as  a  pledge  of  love,  recofli- 
mending  her  carefully  to  keep  the  fecitt^. 

The  matron  was  pleafed  at  this  oppor- 

ity.  of  communicating  the  fecret  which 

■'  could  no  longer  contain—^*  Weep 

aot,  my  dear  child,"  faid  fhe,  «« thofc 

*>right  eyes  muft  not  be   fuUied  by 

•^  tears,  and  the  joy  of  the  happy  day- 
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*(  changed  into  regret.  Be  not  in  trou« 
•*  ble  about  your  veil,  it  is  perfeftly  fafei 
*^  for  it  is  in  my  hands;  and,  fince  you  feel 
'^  fo  great  a  deiire  to  put  it  on,  I  will 
'^  inftantly  fetch  it,  if  you  promife  not 
•*  to  betray  me  to  your  hufband :  I  fliall 
:'  vaftly  like  to  fee  how  it  becomes  you^ 
'*^  and  whether  it  agrees  with  your  wed- 
'«  ding  drefs !" 

Califta  remained  mute  with  i^ftoniih* 
QOient,  at  what  (he  had  juft  heard.  She, 
It  once,  experienced  the  moft  lively  joy 
It  finding  again  her  veil,  and  the  bittereft 
refentment  at  having  been  fo  deceived 
by  the  bypocriiical  Friedbert.  She  had, 
lowevep,  in  Tome  degree,  recovered  her 
iurprife,  by  the  time  of  the  good  woman's 
•etura;  ^and  received  with  joy,  from  her 
lands,  the  precious  veih 

"^She  then  opened  the  window,  and  fixed 
t  on.  As  fobn  as  the  aerial  tiflue 
;ouched  her  Ihoulders,  flie  refumed 
ht  form  of  afwan;  and|  inftantly  ex* 
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tending  two  filver  wings,  took  her  de- 
parture through  the  window.. 


It  was  now  the  mother's  turn  to 
aftonifhed  at  this  ftrange  metamorph 
{is :  fhe  fhrieked  aloud ;  made  the  fi^^^ 
of  the  crofs ;  and  recommended  herfelf  ^^ 
the  Holy  Virgin,  and  all  the  faints  -^^ 
Paradifc. 

As   (he  was  neither  acquainted  wic  ^ 
Leda,  nor  genii,  nor  fylphs,  fhe  had  IP  ^ 
notion  of  fpiritual   beings,  and  was  in- 
volved in  all  the  ignorance  of  her  coun- 
try  and   age.      She    thought   the   lovely 
Califta  no  other  than  a  witch;  or,  per- 
haps,   the   devil   himfelf:    and   her  dear 
Friedbert  was  no  longer,  in  her  opinion, 
any  better   than  a   vile   magician.     She 
lamented   that  he   had  not  died,  like  a 
good   (  hriftian,  in  the  wars,    before  he 
had  fufFered  himfelf  to  be  entrammelled 
in  the  nets  of  Satan  and  forcery. 

Friedbert,  however,  was  too  little  of 
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the  conjuror  to  fore  fee  the  fatal  cataf- 
irophe  which  had  taken  place  during  his 
abfence.    He  returned  home  in  the  even- 
ing, bis  heart  filled  with  joy  and  hope, 
<and  haftened  to  the  apartment  where  he 
Kpe£ied  to  find  his  charming  bride* 


Inftead  of  what  he  expe£ted;  he  was 
%^elcomed,  on  opening  the  door,  by  a 
volley  of  curfes  from  his  mother,  ac- 
companied with  torrents  of  abufe  and 
reproaches. 

He  foon  learned  what  had  happened, 
and  bis  defpair  and  rage  had  no  bounds. 
The  firft  paroxyfm  of  paffion  was  fo 
violent,  that  his  mother  might  have  be- 
come its  vi6lim,  if  (he  had  not  founded 
an  alarm,  by  her  loud  cries,  and  called 
up  all  the  fervants;  who  fucceeded,  at 
length,  in  difarming  this  new  Orlando. 

When  the  firft  violence  of  paffion  had 
fubfided,  more  peaceful  explanations  were 
reforted  to.  Friedbcrt  endeavoured,  all 
in  his  power,   to  free  himfelf  from  the 
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fxifpxcxcn  of  magic,  or  forcery;  and  that 
of  a  defign  to  beftow  on  his  mother^  for 
a  daughter-in-law,  a  devil  in  the  form  of 


He  rrlaicd  to  her  the  whole  of  his 
aivearures  vith  the  beautiful  Califta; 
and  explained,  likewife,  the  myftery  of 
;he  reil :  bu^  in  the  opinion  of  the  good 
vo3an«  vho  underftood  nothing  of  Gre* 
cian  rrythology,  this  did  not  acquit  him 
frc3  f-fpicioas  of  magic. 

I:  :?  ever  ufelefs,  to  endeavour  to 
eniicite  a  preconceived  idea,  when  once 
s:  hii  :iksn  root  in  a  voman's  head;  and 
if  i.:e  viii  r»o:  proceed  to  have  Friedbert 
ir.iri  by  :he  Ia%-j  as  a  forcerer,  he  owed 
^;  or/y  :o  loae  regains  of  maternal  ten- 

,•  *»•*.*  •  c 


vhile,  this  ft  range  ft  cry 

to  a  ihoufand  conjeflures,  ift 

cf  Eglifaj ;  and,  if  Fried- 

••ccn  iefs  young,  or  lefs  hand* 
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»■. 

foaie;i..if  he  bad  been  followed  bj^^ 
blatl^  dogt  &c.  he  V^ould  have  prefently 
bad  his  mittimus  made  out  for  fofceiy^ 
and  that  on  much  better  grounds  than 
many  otheri$. 

Fricdbert  found  himfelf  in  a  mod  un« 
pleafant  dilemma ;  in  defpair^  at  the  loTi 
of  Califta^  tvhdm  he  paflionately  lovedi 
he  was  undecided  what  to  do :  to  lofe  an 
amiable  woman  on  the  eve  of  his  marriage 
with  her,  was  fufiering  fliipwreck  in 
view  of  port.  If  the  objeft  of  his  af- 
fedion  had  been  fnatched  from  him  by 
death  or  fome  rival,  or  if  a  barbarous 
father  bad  immured  her  in  a  convent^ 
there  fiill  would  have  remained  fom^ 
tofource;  either  to  follow  her  to  the 
tooib^  to  kill  heT  ravilher,  or  to  fcale  the 
walls  of  the  convent:  but,  when  fbe  flies 
away  by  the  window,  how  could  he  pur- 
fue  her  P 

In  our  days,  indeed,  he  might  have 

VOL*    II.  1 
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He  luckily  recolleded  the  route  Father 
Bruno  had  taken  :  he  went  to  Venice; 
embarked  on  board  a  Venetian  galley; 
and,  after  having  furmounted  the  ufual 
difficulties  of  a  long  navigatiopf  arrived 
frefh,  and  fit  for  enterprife,  at  Naxos. 

Full  of  joy  and  hope,  he  leaped  on 
ihore,  and  faluted  the  native  ground  of 
his  well-beloved.  He  no  longer  doubted^ 
that  he  Ihould  find  her  returned  to  her 
own  country;  and  his  firfl  enquiriei 
were,  refpeQing  the  Princefs  Califta: 
but,  no  one  could  tell  him  what  was  be- 
come of  her.  They  related  to  him  the 
different  reports  that  had  circulated  re- 
garding her;  reports  which,  when  a 
lovely  young  woman  difappears  fuddenly 
from  the  circle  of  her  acquaintance,  ar(; 
feldom  to  her  advantage.  Friedbert  now 
almod  defpaired  of  ever  finding  her 
again.  He  was  undecided,  whether  to 
return  to  his  hermitage,  and  wait  for  her 
at  the  borders  of  the  lake,  or  perform  a 
pilgrimage   to  the   fource  of  the  Nile; 
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fure  as  he  was,  that  the  with  to  remain 
young  and  beautiful,  vrould  induce  her 
to  vifit  one  of  thefe  fountains ! 

While  he  was  confidering  at  which  of 
thofe  places  he  fbould  fpread  his  fnares, 
to  catch  again  hi&  beautiful  fugitive  bird, 
Prince  Ifidor,  of  Papbosy  a  vaifal  of  the 
Sovereign  of  the  Cyclades,  arrived  at 
Naxas,  to '  marry  the  Princefs  Irene, 
Califta's  eldeft  After.  Preparations  were 
making  for  fplendid  feftivities    on  the 

ccldbration  of  ihis  marriage,  and  a  tour« 

nament  was  to  conclude  them.  Thi^ 
Bews  reanimated  the  warlike  difpofition 
of  our  Saabian  hero :  and,  tormented  ai 
be  was  by  vexation  and  difappointment, 
«o  relieve  his  mind,  he  determined  to 
ttfke  a  fhare  in  thefe  games;  efpecially, 
u»  all  foreign  knights  were  invited  to 
lliem  by  a  herald  who  proclaimed  it 
through  the  whote  city. 

Friedbert,  indeed,  would  not  have  been 

13 
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admitted  to  the  tournament  in  Germany; 
and,  if  he  had  prefented  himfelf  there  in 
quality  of  a  citizen  of  Eglifau,  he  would 
undoubtedly  have  fufFered  the  difgrace  of 
being  condu£ted  out  of  the  barriers:  but, 
at  Naxos,  and  under  the  prote3i6n  of  a 
well  replenifhed  purfe,  it  was  not  difficult 
for  him  to  alTume  the  prerogatives  of 
knighthood  and  an  illuftrious  birth: 
Friedbert,  therefore,  played  off  the  cha? 
ra61er  of  a  chevalier,  with  as  much  grace 
and  dignity  as  a  French  valet  de  chambrc 
does  fometimcs  that  of  a  Marquis  in  a 
German4:ourt,  or  a  German  tailor's  boyi 
at  Paris,  fports  that  of  a  Baron.  He 
procured  himfelf  a  fuit  of  armour,  of 
the  colour  of  the  fwan ;  that  is,  white: 
he  bought  a  beautiful  horfe,  finely  capa- 
rifoned  ;  and,  on  the  day  fixed  for  the 
tournament,  he  was  admitted,  .without 
difficulty,  into  the  barriers,  his  fole  pafs* 
port  being  his  noble  appearance.  His 
imagination,  however,  played  him  an 
unlucky  trick,  in  reprefenting  to  him 
this  circular  barrier,  and  the  amphitheatre 
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decked  round  with  ladies  as  fpeflators, 
under  the  frightful  form  of  the  oven  iit 
which  the  village  women  had  intended 
to  cook  and  impale  him.  This  emotion 
of  terror,  however,  lafted  not  lotig :  he 
faluted  the  affembly  with  grace  a:nd  mag- 
nanimity; broke  many  lances;  ftood  firm 
on  his  faddle;  and  gained  the  tourna- 
ment prize,  which  he  received  from  the 
hands  of  the  bride. 

He  had,  likewife,  the  honour  of  kif- 
fing  the  hand  of  the  once  lovely  Zoe; 
mfho,  according  to  the  etiquette  of  courtSf 
pTcferved  her  titular  honours  of  beauty ;- 
Yet^  had  the  ravages  of  time,  and  the 
want  of  the  bath,  made  deep  impref- 
fion^  on  the  features  of  the  good  lady«> 
She  was  no  longer  as  Bruno  related,  the 
perfection  of  beauty;  and  the  fair  Zoe 
could  now  only  have  ferved  the  Apelles 
of  Naxos  as  a  model  for  the  head  of 
an  old  woman. 
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He  introduced  himfelf  to  her,  asBninOx 
bad  donei  under  the  title  of  an  ItaHaii 
l^nigbt*  Whether  Zoe  felt  tender  repq|o 
legions  a^bciate  with  this  country  90A 
title;  or  had  already  noticed  the  ling 
vhich.  once  wai  hcr*5»  and  ^ .  betatifid 
f  ahy  of  which,  cu(  in  form  of  a  ht^fk, 
gUAeoed  on  the  finger  of  the  yquvg 
knight;  ibe  certainly  gave  hin  #  imy 
flattering  reception,  and  fecioieil  yvfih 

cularly  to  diftinguilh  him.  . 

•'  *     ■  »  ■  . 

When  the  feftivities  and  games  i»  ce* 
labration  of  the  marriage  had  con€;ludc4i 
and  ihe  Princefs  Zoe  had  qu^ed  tha 
eour(9  to  retire  to  the  peaceful  feat  of 
her  own  palacet  Friedbert  obtaiMd  ac** 
cefs  to  this  retreat^  where  was  admit(e4 
but  a  fele^  party,  and  Zioe  Ibewed  hm 
a  truly  maternal  affe^on* 

One  day,  while  he  wa%,  walking  widi 
hier  beneath  the  pleafant  (hades  qf  bet 
fine  park,  fhe  led  him  to  a  folitary  grove,  . 
^nd  thus  addreffed  him — "  Dear  knight, 
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I  have  a  requeft  to  make  of  you^  and 
hope  that  you  will  not  refufe  me.  Tell 
flue  liow  you  came  in  pofleffion  of  thai 
^g  which  i«  on  your  ri^t  hand:  it  once 
belonged  to,mc;  and  I  have  loft  it,  with- 
out knowing  where  or  when.  I  feel  a 
gi^at'  curidifity  tt)  know  how  it  came  into 
your  hands  ?" 

•■■•"-  ■  ■     ^        ' 

*^  Noble    lady/'    replied    the    artful 

Suabian,   ^^  I   have  gained  this  iring  in 

combat,  and  in  an  honoui^able  manner, 

from  a  brave  knight  of  my  own  country : 

but,  if  you  afk  me  how  he  acquired  pof* 

.ftclfiqa  of  it;  if  he  gained  it  from  a  war- 

..rioyit.gHT  received  it  from  a  f*ir  lady;  I 

.^la  unable  tp  inform  you." 

*.«  What  would  you  do,"  continued 
Zoe,.  "  if  I  requefted  you  to  reftore  it  to 
me  ?  An  honourable  knight,  as  you  aiie, 
could  not  refufe'  a  lady  fuch  a  ,boon. 
However,  I  do  not  require  of  you,  gra- 
tuitoully,  to  bcftow.  a  jewel  which  your 
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valour  has  well  deferved;  but  wifli  yoa 
to  receive  a  reward  from  roCy  propor- 
tionate to  the  value  you  attach  to  it; 
moreover,  in  yielding  it  to  me,  you  will 
ever  have  a  claim  on  my  gratitude.** 

Friedbert  was  not  embarrafled  at  this 
propofal.  On  the  contrary,  he  exulted 
in  his  defign's  having  To  well  fucceeded. 

"  Your  wifhes,  virtuous  Princefs," 
faid  he,  ^^  are  to  me  as  the  rood  facred  of 
laws,  when  it  is  in  my  power  to  grant 
them:  my  fortune,  and  my  life,  arc 
your's,  whenever  you  fhall  demand  them; 
but  do  not  require  of  me  what  is 
againd  my  oath,  and  my  confcience. 
'When,  in  mortal  combat,  I  gained  pof- 
feflion  of  this  ring;  I  took  an  oath,  on 
my  foul,  and  my  eternal  welfare,  that  it 
fhould  never  pafs  from  my  hands,  but 
into  thofe  of  a  bride^  at  the  moment  I 
pledged  my  heart  and  faith  to  her  at  the 
foot  of  the  altar.  If,  through  your  af- 
fiftance,   I  have  the  pleafure  of  gaining 
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this  fpoufe  whom  my  heart  defiries,  I  (haU 
not  oppofe  your  receivihg  again,  from 
her,  this  ring,  which  once  was  your's."    . 

** Indeed!"  replied  Zoe;  "  then chufe,  in 
my  court,  any  young  maiden  who  pleafe^ 
your  fancy :  you  fhall  receive,  her  from 
me,  with  a  rich  dower,  on  condition  that 
fhe  gives  up  to  me  the  ring  which  ftie  will 
receive  from  you;  and,  as  to  yourfclf, 
knight,  I  will  exalt  you  to  the  firft  dig^ 
nities  in  the  ftate.V    i     . 

This  fecret  treaty  was  no  fooner  coni 
eluded  on,  than  the  palace  of  the  Princefs 
'Zoe  was  transformed  into  a  fjnendid 
harem.  She  colle6ied,  and  took  into  her 
fervice,  the  mod  feduQ-ive  beauties  of  the 
country;  and  fhe  cloathed  them  in  the 
mod  magnificent  drefles,  to  heighten 
their. natural  charms..  The  good  Zoe, 
iio'wever,  was  in  this  refpeft  wrong;. for 
daily-  experience  teaches  us,  that  a  ga^ji 
hkfait.  is  not  more  favourable  to- lovCf 
-  16 


l8o  THE    LOST    VSIL;    OR9 

than  the  brocade  drefs,  and  ftilfe  jewdSf 
of  our  lady  of  Loretto,  are  to  dcvotiont 
A  fimple  and  modeft  attire^  is  the  true 
uniform  of  this  God  :  and,  by  its  means, 
he  gains  more  conquefts,  than  by  all  the 
jewels,  dreffes^  or  plumes  of  feathers,  w 
the  world. 

Friedbert  fwam  in  the  feas  of  plcafurc; 
without,  however,  being  carried  away  by 
the  currents.     Amidft  the  tumult  of  thi« 
brilliant    court,    and  all  the   bewitching 
charms  of  the  fox;  notwithftanding  the 
fong,  and  th^^  joyous   dance;   grief  fti" 
/haded    his    countenance.      Though  for 
him  Vere  all  thefe  lovely  Grecians  adorn- 
ed;    though     they   dif^layed    all    their 
charms  before  him,  tQi  gain  his  heart;  yet, 
that  heart  remained  c:^^^  ^iXid  infenfiWe. 

The  Princefs  litt  ;i^^^^V^a.ed  to  meet 
jvith  fuch  indifference  ^^^>^^oungman, 
ieemingly  formed  for^^?\>^^^^^^  *^^^^o^*^ 
«^d  vigour  of   youth     A    ^\>^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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tern  of  her  wife  compatriot  Plato ;  whe<- 
ther  it  was  from  natural  virtue,  or  the 
vigilaoce  of  her  hufband :  but  fhe  thought 
a  young  knight,  like  Friedbert,  ought 
rather  to  give  preference  to  the  lefTons  of 
the  voluptuous  Epicurus.  She  found, 
to  ;hcr  great  regret,  flie  was  deceived; 
that  neither  the  voluptuoufnefs  of  £pi- 
cnrianifm,  nor  the  fpiritual  and  delicate 
pleafures  of  Platonic  love,  appeared  to 
have  any  eflFeft  on  him.  She  dbtferved, 
in  him,  only  the  principles  of  the  .  feverc 
ftoic;  which,  while  they  excited  her 
aftonilhment,  left  her  but  little  hope  of 
ever  rccoveripg  her  jeweL 

Some  months  fled  away  in  this  ina£lioo. 

The    Princefs,    impatient   to    gain    pof<- 

feflSon  of  a  ring  which  infpired  fuch.  tea- 

j^f  reflexions,  wiihed  to  have  another 

l^^^rview  with  her  knight,  as  (he  called 

^  j^dben,  and  to  qucftion  the  ftate  of  his 

^r^'    OnG  day,  therefore,  and  this  day 

ii  ^^^^  confecrated  to  celebrate  the  re- 

^^p  offpring^  all  the  young  maidens  be- 
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longing  to  the  court  of  Zoe,  ornamented 
with  new  garlands  of  flowers,  and  them* 
felves  frefher  and  more  blooming  than 
even  thefe  flowers,  had  began  the  merry 
dance.  Friedbert  was  alone;  fitting 
mournfully,  in  an  arbour,  where  he  gave 
himfelf  up  to  an  employment  which  ds 
ufually  the  effe6l,  or  the  prefage,  of  an 
unhappy  paffion :  he  mufed,  while  feat* 
tering about  fome  flowers. which  he \ha4 
juft  gathered.  Zoe  furprifed  him*.' in 
this  ftate. 

■ 

"  Cold  and  infenfible  knight!"  faid 
flie,  •*  has  new-born  nature  fo  few  at- 
tractions for  your  mind,  that  you  feel  a 
melancholy  fatisfaftion  in  deftroying  her 
precious  gifts,  and  thus  profaning  the 
feaft  of  Flora?  Is  your  heart  fo  indif- 
ferent to  all  the  foft  afFeaions,  that  nei- 
ther the  frefli  and  beautiful  flowers  of 
my  garden,  nor  the  youthful  charms  of 
the  females  of  my  court,  can  make  on  it 
any  impreffion?  Why  remain  in  this 
folitary  recefs,  when  joy  invites  you  to 
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the  neighbouring  faloon;  and  love  in- 
vites you,  from  every  thicket,  every  grot- 
to, and  every  mofly  feat,  in  this  luxuri- 
ous retreat?  Is  an  unfortunate  paffion 
the  caufe  of  your  forrow  ?  Reveal  to  me 
the  fecret,  with  confidence;  I  am,  I 
would  be,  your  friend  and  proteftrefs : 
let  me  fee  if  it  is*not  in  my  power  to  difpel 
your-lnelancholy !" 

t 

•    "  •  *  *■  t 

**  Indeed,  wife  Princefs  Zoe,  I  cbnfefs 
it  I"  replied  Friedbert;  **  you  fiaVe  pe- 
netrated to  the  inmdft  rcceflefs  of  my 
heart:  a  hidden  flame  x!onfutnes  it,  and 
:I  know  not  whether  fmay^nourifhit  With 
hope,  or  abandon  my  fclf  to  defpair.  '  Yes, 
:  my  heart  is  inacceflible  to  all  the  nymphs 
who  here  celebrate  the  feaft  of  Flora, 
The  heavenlv  creature  to  whom  I  have 
yielded  my  heart  is  next  an^bng  this  joy. 
ful  group;  and  yet  it  is  in  your  palace  th&t 
I  ha:ve  feen  her.  Alas!  perhaps,  it  is 
only  a  production  of  the  ardent  fancy  if 
the  painter;  though,  furely,  fuch  a  maf- 
ter-piece  of  creation  could  only  be  the 
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work  of  a  divinity  I  He  mufl,  certainly, 
have  had  a  model;  and  the  all-powerful 
being  who  formed  thefe  beautiful  flow- 
ers, and  charming  nymphs,  has  united  jill 
the  features  of  beauty,  to  fon^  the  origi- 
nal of  this  divine  pifiure  !" 

The  Princefs  felt  much-  curiofity  and 
impatience,  to  ,  know,  what  piQure  in 
her  gallery  had  produced  fo  furprifihgan 
effe£i  on  the  yDung  chevalier.  ^  CMne, 
and  (hew  it  me,  direflly!'*  faid  {hc-*- 
^^  Let  me  fee  if  it  be  not  a  frolic  which 
love  has  played  you;  by  giving  you  a 
cloud  to  embrace,  in  dead  of  a  Goddefs: 
or  if,  this  once,  he  has  really  aQed  fairly, 
in  difplaying  to  your  view  an  objefi, 
which  it  is  in  your  power  to  obtain  ?" 

Zoe  had  a  choice  colleflion  of  paint- 

^iggft;  fome  of  them  were  chefrd'oeuvres  of 

^■llP  moft  celebrated  artifts  ;  the  reft  were 

ihmily  portraits.     Among  thefe  laft,  were 

many  of  the  moft  celebrated  beauties  of 

^  aucient  and  modern  Greece;  and,  in  the 
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number9  were  many  reprefenmtions  of 
herfelf,  adorned  in  all  the  charms  of 
youth  and  lovelinefsi  which  {he  once  pof- 
fefled,  when  ihe  performed  her  annual 
voyages  to  the  fairy  bath^.  A  flight 
emotion  of  that  vanity  which^  at  every 
age»  preferve»its  rights  over  the  female 
fex,  infpired  her  with  the  idea^  that  it 
might  be  one  of  thefe  pidures  which  bad 
taken  fuch  hold  of  Friedbert's  imagina- 
tion. She  already  felt  a  fecret  pleifttre, 
in  dying  (a  him-****  My  friend,  it  is  my* 
Cclf  whom  yoQ  love:  but,  as  I  no  longer 
refemble  this  pi£lure,  I  confent  to  your 
paffion*s  bcinig  fupiprefiedv  and  to  your 
afpiring  after  a  lefs  ideal  objeft." 

But  Fricriibert  was  fure  of  his  aim;  he 

veil  knew  that  his  flame  was  no  fan<ty  of 

dte  painter,   and  that  its   original  pof« 

£stttd  even  more   beauty   than  he   had 

l^jeen  able  to  throw  into  his  piQuce :  yet, 

j^     was    flJll    ignorant    where    was  this 

^rig^^^U  or  how  he  ftijould  fee  her  again. 


] 
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able  to  renounce  it^  or  totittDk  of  my 
thing  elfe/' 

Friedbert  appeared  much  fur prifed  ba 
bearing  this  frigmeiitof  famtljr  kiftefjf; 
but  he  was  niternally  traofpoEted,  with 
joy 9  at  having  difcovered  Cali&a!s  fe«*. 
treaty  and  being  aUc  fttU  ta  flatter  Ufifeif 
that  ise  *  was  beloved  b)r  bet;  Tliei.iiidig4 
nation  flic  felt  tor  his  coodtif^tfae  coii* 
tempt  ZoeexpreflKsd  fof^ith^  jQb|e&  of  Jm 
dan^Her^s  paffioHt  :d£d  not  auike  kin  vttf 
uneafy.  By  dint  of  deceiving  otheif 
with  regard  to  his  birth, .  he  h^  .ilo^ 
ahnoft  decdved  himfetf;  and  tber  haigbt 
of  the  Pcincefe  Zoe  appeared  to>bin»  very 
well  qualified  to  obtain  her  daugibttc'l 
hand. 

He  continued  to  interrdgate  Zoei  w- 
garding  the  circumftances  of  the  young 
Califta's  intrigue;  with  an  air  of  intereft 
which  was  not  feigned,  as  his  curiofity 
had  been.  She  fatisfied  him  as  well  as 
ihe  could,  without  revealing  the  fecret  of 
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the  fwans;  which  was  confidered,  in  the 
families  who  poifefled  it,  as  important  as 
the  philofopher's  (tone,  or  frce^mafonry  : 
but  file  made  up  an  allegorical  ftory,  the 
true  fcnfc  of  which  he  very  well  under- 
ftood. 

"  Califta,**  (he  faid,  "was  walking,  one 
evening,  on  the  borders  of  the  fea,  with 
het  fitters ;  they  had  the  imprudent  <:u*- 
riofity  to  go   beyond  the   bounds  I  had 
prefcribed  to  them,  through  places  which 
were  quite  unknown  to  them.    Behind  the 
cape,  was  a  Corfair  ve(rel  at  anchor:  my 
young  and  foolifh  girls  did  not  fufpeft 
the  danger  which  awaited  them. .   One  of 
the  pirates  darted  fwifily  from  a  thicket 
which  concealed  him,  and   feized   poor 
Califta ;  who  had  fomewhat  loitered  be* 
hind,  employed  in  feeking  for  an  oma- 
ment  which  (he  had  juft  lo(t.     He  car- 
ried her,  in  his  arms,  to  the  ve(rel,  and 
conveyed  her  to  his  own   country.     He 
fought,    by    his    enticing     manners,    to 
gain  her  afFe£lion*     He  was   handfome^ 


V 
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thing  elfc."  .     >^^^-  forg«"mgh 


able  to  renounce        .  -  "  ^** "°''  '^^'     ' 


'i  ^rAe  point  of  bellowing 
Friedbcrt      .^^ii-^cducer;  but  a  happy- 
hearing  V     -^  ^^^    difcover,    one   day, 
but  he      >  .//<^^5  of  ^^f  lover,  the  pre- 
ioy    ?     i.''*^./Hhich  flie  was  feeking  when 
treat     ■  '^^  ^^^  ^^'  ^'^^  which  he  had, 
tha       'J^'^'  previoufly   found,   and    pur- 
„«      >*C(:oncealed,  to  draw  her  into  the 
I       <^  and  feparate  her  from  her  fillers, 
f^/clt  fuch  indignation  at  this  artifice, 
^rfhe  thought,  in  the  firft  moments  of 
^/fion,  flie  could  never  love  him  more, 
^  veffel  of  her  own  country  arrived,  the 
/ame  day,   on   the   fliores  he   inhabited. 
The  love  of  her  country,  the  idea  of  her 
mother's  grief,  the  voice   of  reafon,  all 
aided  her  refentment;  and  thefe  motives 
at  once  determined  her,  to  rcleafe  hcrfelf 
from  the  captivity  in  which  fhe  had  been 
held:  which  was   not   very  difficult;  as 
her  feducer,  trufting  to  the  affeclion  flie 
had    infpired,    now    little    watched    her 
motions.     Alas !  the  unhappy  paflion  that 
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bad  taken  pofleflion  of  her  heart,  has 
followed  her  to  her  native  land.  Deep 
grief  daily  wears  her  away,  and  renders 
ber  infeniible  to  all  the  pleafures  of  her 
age;  and  foon  will  that  fire,  which  once 
flione  in  her  bright  and  animated  eyes^ 
be  extinguiflied.  InRead  of  a  fpoufe,  it 
is  the  grave  that  (he  invokes,  and  her 
jviflies  will  foon  be  fatisfied;  foon. will 
the  unhappy  obje6l  of  your  abfurd  paf- 
fion  be  inclofed  in  it !" 

"  Her  tomb,  then,  will  be  mine  alfo  !" 
exclaimed  Friedbert.  "  My  life  is  at  my 
difpofal,  and  I  will  die  with  the  lovely 
Calida;  happy  to  be  united  with  her, 
even  in  the  grave !  You  will  place  near 
her  my  mortal  remains;  and  our  fouls 
(ball,  together,  wing  their  flight  towards 
eternity.  But,  before  this,  grant  me  the 
confolation  of  telling  her  how  well  flie  is 
beloved,  and  that  I  die  for  her.  I  will, 
even  before  my  death,  once  call  her  my 
bride;  her,  whom  my  heart  has  chofen* 
In  pronouncing  that  facred  word,  I  will 
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5ivc  her  this  ring,  as  the  gage  of  my  love. 
Then  ihall  I  be  acquitted  of  my  vow; 
and  vou  mav,  in  turn,  receive  it  from 
her,  and  thus  recover  what  once  wM 
vour's." 

Zoe  was  fo  affeded  al  thefe  words  of 

the  knivrht.  that  her  eves  filled  with  tears; 

beiivies,  (he  wilhed  fo  ardently  to  regain 

poturflF.cn  of  her  ring,  that  fhe  could  not 

reJufe  h.s  requeft:  yet  ftie  feared  that, in 

the   rri-:cnt  Hate  of  Califta*s  heart,  (he 

wv-*  -.'vi  -^ot  like  tv-*  receive  either  a   vilit 

or  a   TTcu'nt   of  this  nature.     Friedbert* 

onn^lovcvi  .lU  his  eloquence  to  perfuadc 

her,  that  ther^  was  nothing  in  his   requcft 

vhich  could   alarm,  or   wound,  the  moft 

ipulous  delivacy.     The  more  Califtji's 

vaj  epvj.iCvCi.  ;he  lefs  impropriety 

lid    .va.iv:b    CO    luch   an    introdudion. 

^-oe,  th<rret*orx\  jflented  to  what  he  afced; 

jjnd  gave  him  an  v^rdvir*  addreffed  to  the 

yprincijMl  ot'  ihe  convent,   to  obtain  hi» 

defired  audience  of  the  unhappy  Califta, 
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Friedbertinftantly  departed:  his  heart 
flu6tuating,  between  hope « and  fear,  re- 
fpeQing  the  reception  which  he  might 
expe£l.  It  was  probable,  however,  froni 
what  Zoe  had  related,  that  fhe  paffion« 
ately  loved  him,  and  did  not  feel  any  ran- 
cour towards  him  for  depriving  her  of 
her  veil. 

His  heart  beat  violently,  when  he  en- 
tered the  virgin's  cell  which  inclofed.his 
beloved.  She  was  fitting  on  a  fofa,  op- 
polite  the  door.  Her  fine  hair  negligent- 
ly tied  by  a  blue  ribbon,  floated  in  ring- 
lets oaher  fhoulders^  her  wild  and  fixed 
iCpcQ.  was  expreflive  of  the  deepeft 
5rief;  and  her  head  leaned  on  her  ivory 
irixi;  She  did  not  immediately  notice  his 
entrance:  nor,  till  Friedbert  threw  him- 
felf  at  her  feet,  had  fhe  any  idea  of  a 
more  important  meffenger,  than-  fuch  as 
ler  mother,  or  other  enquirers  after  her 
lealth,  ufually  fent.  She  flowly  raifed 
ler  fine  eyes,  ajid  inflantly  recollected  the 
irollrate  ftrangcr  before  her. 

VOL.    XI.  K 
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Surprife,  and  even  fame  degree  of  ter — 
ror,  made  her  involuntarily  ftaru  He  at" 
tempted  to  feize  her  hand,  that  he  might -^ 
retain  her;  (he  repulfed  him  with  indig**' 
nation. 

^'  Leave  me,   treacherous  man !"   ihe  " 
exclaimed.     ^^  Is  it   not  enough,  to  have  - 
been  once  your  dupe  and  your  vi6lim? 
You  (hall  not  deceive  me  again,  by  your 
aflumed  virtues!** 

Friedbert  had  expefied  thefe  reproach* 
es:  he  felt  not  difconcerted;  and  began 
to  addrefs  the  heart  of  the  lovely  Califta, 
by  laying  all  the  wrongs  he  had  done  her 
on  the  violence  of  his  paffion.  This  ex- 
pedient  rarely  fails  in  its  effeQ,  even 
when  the  offence  is  more  ferious  than  the 
taking  away  a  veil;  and,  efpecially,  when 
the  parties  really  love  each  other. 

Every  argument  which  Friedbert  made 
life  of,  took  fom^thing  from  the  anger  of 
Califta;  and  he,  at  length,  pleaded  fo  ef- 
feftually,  that  he  completely  gained  his 
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caafe,  and  no  longer  feared  herelcaping, 
cither  by  the  door  or  by  the  window. 
She  quietly  fat  down  on  the  fofa,  and  per. 
xnitted  him  to  take  one  of  her  hands; 
'while  the  other  covered  her  beautiful 
«ycs:  from  whence  tears  copioufly  flaw- 
ed; which,  however,  were  not  thofe  of 
gi'icf. 

'    Friedbert,  ftiJl  at  her  feel,  fworc  that  he 
'Would  have  fought  her  through  the  world : 
and  the  voyage  from  Suabia  to  the  Cy- 
dades  was  long  enough  to  prove  that  he 
told  the  truth.     This  affurance  not  only 
gained  him  his  pardoih  but  the  confcffion 
that   their  love    was    reciprocal.     Once 
agreed,   on  this   effential   point,  the  reft 
wasfoon  concluded:  they  each  vowed  lo 
unite    their    hands  and  fates,  and  never 
more  to  feparate. 

Thisviaory  at  length  obtained,  after 
fo  much  difficulty,  threw  the  happy  Fried. 
bert  into  fuch  tranfportsof  love  and  joy^ 
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[that  we  (hall  not  attempt  to  defcribe  the 
He  returned  with  the  lady  to  the  palace 
of  Zoe. 

Judge  of  her  aftonifhmenty  when  ihe 
beheld  her  daughter  Call  (la  enter,  with  a 
ferene  countenance,  on  which  there  re- 
mained no  traces  of  melancholy  or  grief; 
and  was  informed  of  the  fudden  change 
which  had  taken  place  in  her  mind,  and 
the  triumph  of  the  noble  cavalier  ! 

Friedbert  was  on  the  point  of  being 
again  fufpe6ked  of  magic  apd  forcery; 
cfpecially,  when  Califta's  mother  learned 
that  the  preliminaries  of  their  union  were 
as  good  as  figned,  and  that  they  only 
awaited  her  confent. 

Whatever  predileSion  fhe  might  have 
for  Friedbert,  or  however  fhe  might 
wifli  to  recover  her  ring;  thefe  circum- 
ftances  were  not  fo  ftrong,  as  to  induce 
her  to  permit  an  impropcralliance.  There- 
fore, before  (he  gave  her  final  confer  t, 
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(he  required  of  the  knight  his  proofs  of 
nobility. 

Though  it  Would  not  have  been  more 
difficult  to  forge  fuch  credentials  at 
Naxos,  than  elfewhere;  he  preferred,  to 
thefe  falfe  titles,  the  more  real  ones  of 
love  and  valour. 

^*  Love,"  he  faid,  **  aflbciates  together 
only  beings  who  refemble  each  other.  My 
fword,  and  my  lance,  will  ever  enable 
me  to  fuftain,  and  prove,  the  honour  of 
my  birth !" 

Zoe  had  no  reply  to  reafons  of  fuch 
force;  urged,  likewife,  by  the  tafte  and 
choice  of  the  fair  Califta,  who  proudly 
declared  that  {he  was  fatisEed  with  him. 
[n  thefe*  circumftances,  a  prudent  mother 
cannot  do  otherwife  than  appear  fatisfied 
ilfo.  She  thought,  befides,  that  the  cava- 
lier, whatever  might  be  his  birth,  was  at 

^  3 
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lead  better  than  either  the  little  citizen  of 

■ 

Suabia,or  a  convent. 

The  fair  Califta  gave  her  happy  huf- 
band  the  rank  of  Tetrarch  of  Suabia :  and| 
under  this  title,  he  conduced  her  to  the 
altar;  and  gave  her  the  ring,  which  was 
again  reftored  to  her  impatient  mother. 


The  new  Tetrarch  thought  he  migh 
now  relate  to  Zoe  the  whole  ftory  o 
this  ring;  and  how  he  received  it,  as  an^tf 
inheritance,  from  Father  Bruno.  He,  at^ 
the  fcime  time,  related  to  her  the  hiftory"^ 
of  the  venerable  hermit. 

Mutual  confidence  now  took  place. 
Zoe  confeffed,  that  {he  had  defignedly  left 
the  ring  and  glove  near  the  Lake  of 
Swans:  adding,  that  Bruno  had  well  ex- 
plained the  true  fenfe  of  this  hieroglyphic. 
That  it  was  not  in  her  power  to  repeat 
her  vifit:  as  her  hufband  had  learned, 
through  the  treachery  of  one  of  her  couiins, 


/ 
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the  whole  adventure  of  the  bath;  which  fo 
greatly  enraged  him,  that  'he  got  pof- 
feffion  of  the  myfterious  veil,  and  inftant- 
iy  tore  to  pieces  this  beautiful  prefent 
of  nature. 

The  conftancy  of  her  old  lover  affeded 
her,  and  ihe  fhed  fome  tears  to  his  re* 
inembrance.  Her  fon  in  law,  therefore, 
eafily  obtained  her  pardon,  for  depriving 
her  of  Califta.  She  found,  by  his  recital, 
that  herfelf  had  been  the  original  caufe, 
as  it  was  the  fruit  of  Bruno's  counfels ; 
and  Ihe  owed  him  fome  return  for  his 
kindnefs  and  fidelity  to  this  good  old  man 
till  death. 

Friedbert  lived  with  his  fpoufe  in 
a  union  of  which  we  obferve  few  exam* 
pies,  except  in  romance :'  it  is  true  that 
flie  was  ever  young  and  beautiful,  which 
is  ftill  more  rare.  The  only  regret  Ca- 
lifta  felt,  was  that  of  her  hufband's  being 
unable  to  fhare,  with  herfelf,  the  invalua- 
ble privilege  of  thofe  wonderful  baths: 
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but  love  can  make  ihofe  young,  whom  he 
inflames;  and  Friedbert  was  thus,  for  a 
long  time,  his  wife's  contemporary. 
When,  however,  they  celebrated  the 
twenty-fifth  year  of  their  happinefs,  the 
fine  auburn  hair  of  Friedbert  began  to 
whiten;  and,  like  a  firft  fnow  in  the 
month  of  November,  to  portend  the  ap- 
proach of  winter:  while  the  lovely  Ca- 
lifta  ftill  refembled  the  rofe,  as  it  fpreads 
its  charming  leaves  to  the  day,  in  the 
beautiful  month  of  May. 

The  tradition  does  not  inform  us,  whe- 
ther the  conjugal  felicity  of  the  afFeftion- 
ate  couple  received  any  (hock  from  this 
union  of  winter  and  fpring;  or  if,  as 
fometimes  happens,  when  thefe  two  fea- 
fons  meet,  we  behold  the  fun  melt  the 
dazzling  fnows  •....•.... 

The  laft  lines  of  the  manufcript    are 
erafed, 
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LANGUAGE  OF  FLOWERS. 


X  OPE  Gregory  the  Ninth,  one  fleeplefs 
night,  was  intenfely  confidering,  as  ufual, 
how  he  might  prevent  the  barons,  the 
lords  paramount,  and  the  haughty  German 
nobility,  from  exalting  themCelves  above 
the  proud  and  imperious  Rome:  the  means, 
which  he  had  long  unfuccefsfuUy  refle3- 
^d  on,  now  prefented  themfelves  fo  for- 
cibly  to  his  mind,  that  it  appeared  to  him 
almoft  an  infpiration. 

Morning  had  hardly    dawned  on  the 
walls  of  the  Vatican,  when  his  Holinef« 

VOL.  III.  ^ 
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gave  orders  to  the  chamberlain  of  the 
houfehold  to  convoke  the  facred  col- 
lege. The  Holy  Father,  m  his  pontifical 
habits  pronounced  a  folemn  mafs:  after 
which,  he  communicated  to  the  aflembled 
cardinals  the  idea  that  had  ftruck  himf 
of  what  would  conduce  to  the  profperity 
of  the  holjr  church;  and  this  wa»-*- 
a  crufade  againfl  the  infidels. 

The  cardinals  immediately  conjec- 
tured the  real  motives  of  the  Holy  Fa- 
ther: but  the  pride  of  the  German  no- 
bility wounded  them  as  much  as  himfelf) 
and  they  all  chearfully  gave  their  votes 
for  a  tneafure  which  would  tend  to  fup- 
prefs  it. 

They  immediately  difpatched  to  Naples, 
at  which  place  the  Emperor  Frederick  of 
Suabia  then  held  his  court,  the  moft  ftil- 
ful  and  eloquent  of  their  ambaiTadors. 
He  was  charged,  by  every  endeavour,  to 
gain  over  the  Emperor :  at  firft,  by  per- 
fuafion;  bul,  if  this  ihould  fail  of  fuc- 
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cefs^,  and  he  found  him  abfolutely  rebel  ^ 
againft'the  commands  of  the  Holy  Pon>- 
tiff,  to^threaten  him  with  -  excommunica'-       :^ 
<ion,  * 


It  vf as,  •  indeed,  neceflary  to  have  re- 
tourfe  to  this  dreadful  menace ;  wkich^ 
in  thoTe  times,  nevei*  failed  to  render 
every  fovereign-  fubmiffive-  to  the  author 
rity  of  the  heavenly  vicar.  The  Legate 
of  Jlome  faw  that  his  eloquence  was  Loft, 
ifk  attempting  to  perfuade  the  Emperor 
that  lie  imght  to  fend  all  his  vaifals  to  be 
-fecrifkedin  Paleftine :  this  he  endeavour- 
ed to  refift;  but,  when  the  dreadfUl  word 
of  excommumcation  was-  uttered,  he 
trembled  from  head  to  foot,  and  could  no 
longer  dare  to  oppofe  him.  He  wifely 
reflected,  that  it  was  better  to  give  up 
'part  of  his  vaflals^  than  to  lofe  the  im* 
pef  ial  crown :  be  therefore  fent,  to  the 
Holy  Father,  affurances  of  .J2i&  pexfed 
obedience. 


.< 


■  'Ba 
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'  He  now  fignified,  to  the  princes  of 
empire,  the  day  fixed  on  for  the  e: 
<lition  to  the  Holy  Land«  The  prii 
fent  the  order  to  the  counts;  the  cou 
to  their .  vaflals,  the  knights  and  gei 
men;. and  thefe,  accompanied  by  t 
-armed  fervants  and  fquires,  alTeml 
together  on  ihe  day  ajppointed)  each 
der  his  refpejaive  banner. 

.  Never  did  a  night,,  except  perhaps 
ever  memorable  one  of  Bartholong 
caufe  fuch  defolation  and  forrow,  as 
fatal  one  in  which  Pope  Gregory  c 
ceived  the  defign  of  a  crufade.  h 
many  tears  were  ihed,  as  the  knights  t 
themielves  from  the  fond  arms  of  tl 
wives  and  miftrefles!  Their  long  i 
cruel  abfence  deftroyed  the  hopes  c 
race  of  German  heroes ;  as  the  Seiro 
blafl  dries  up  and  deftroys  the  fIow< 
in  the  burning  fields  of  Syria.  The  ba 
of  ten  thoufand  fortunate  unions  w 
torn  afunder  for  ever:  and  many  a  lo 
ly  maiden  languiihed  a  flranger  to 
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joys  of  love  and  Hymen;  as  the  rofe-buflv 
flourifhes  unknown,  in  the  defaFt,  without 
cultivation',  without  one  to  inhale  its< 
fweet  perfume,  without  a  fingle  hand  to* 
gather  its-  blooming  flowers^  ^ 

* 
Among  the  number  of  unhappy  wives 
whom  the  Holy  Father  had  deprived 'of 
their  hulbands,  were  Elizabeth,  the  holy 
Landgravine  of  Thuring;  and  the  lovely- 
Odile,  Countefs  of  Gleichin :  this  laft 
lady's  reputation  for  fanSity  was  not* 
equal  to  the  former;  but  (he  yielded  to 
no  one  in  the  charms  of  her  perfon,  and^ 
ber  virtues. 

The  Landgrave  Louis,  a  faithful  vaflal' 
of  the  Emperor,  proclaimed  through  all 
his  eftates,  a  general  order  for  all  his* 
knights,  and  their  armed  men,  to  meet 
him  in  the  appointed  camp :  but  moft  of 
them,  by  different  excufes,  endeavoured' 
to  elude  this  fatal  journey.  Count  Erneft^ 
af  Gleichen,  only,  and  fome  other  young 

»  9 
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warriors,  his  friends  aod  companions  id 
arms,  attended  the  fummons,  accom- 
panied by  their  troops,  and  all  animated 
with  hopes  of  diftinguifliing  themrfelves 
in  this  brilliant  and  daiigerous  expe* 
dition. 

Count  Erneft  had  been  marri€4  tanc^ 
years.  His  young  and  charming  fpou&i 
had  already  borne  him  two  children,  a 
fon  and  a  daughter;  who,  according  to 
the  cuftoms  of  thofe  ages,  grew  Aip  and 
bloomed,  without  any  other  affiilance 
than  that  of  nature:  like  the  tender  flow- 
er, nurtured  only  bv  the  dew.  Odile 
was  pregnant  with  a  third  pledge  of  her 
hu(band*s  loVe,  which  the  wakefulnefs  of 
the  Holy  Pontiff  would  deprive  of  the 
firfl  paternal  embraces  and  attentions. 

Though  Count  Ernefl  endeavoured  to 
fupport  this  reparation  with  fortitude, 
nature  and  love  too  llrongly  poffeffed  his 
heart.  Fearing  to  betray  his  feelings, 
he   preferved,   while    on    the    point    of 
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parting  with  his  wife,  a  raclancboly' 
filence.  But,  when  {be  flew  to  the  era- 
41e  where  her  fon  repoied,  took  him  ia 
her  arms,  pref£ed  him.  with  emotion 
againft  her  maternal  bofom,  and  prefent- 
f  d  him  to  his  father,  that  be  might  re«^ 
ceive  the  farewel  kifs  on  hts  innocent 
(heek;  and  likewife  broiiglu  him,  for  the 
&me  purpofe,  hk  infant  diHighter;  the 
Count  could  no  longer  fappoit  it!  Hi$ 
eyes  filled  with  tears,  all  hh  fcattjies  fuif* 
iered  inftant  diftortion,  and  bis  fobs  were 
;^udible!  He  took  his  two  childreni 
clafped  them  againft  his  ileel  breaft-plate,, 
beneath  which  beat  a  tender  and  feeling 
l^eart.  Having  awakened  them  by  his  em« 
t^aces^  he  placed  them  again  gently  ia 
cfaeir  cradles;  recommending  them,  atid- 
^eir  mother^  ta  the  prote£iion  of  God 
nA  the  faints* 


He  then  departed,  with  his  troops;  and^ 
^h%i\^    he    defcended    the  winding  path 
the  fortrefs  of  Gleichen,  Odile  fol^* 
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lowed  him,  with  her  eyes,  as  long  as  ffie 
could  diftinguifh  his  banner,  and  the  red 
crofs  with  which  ihe  had  adorned  his 
arm. 

The  Landgrare  Louis,  was  much 
pleafed  to  fee  his  brave  vaflal  arrive  it. 
the  head  of  fo  noble  a  body  of  knighti 
and  armed  men,  rallied  under  the  ftand- 
ard  of  the  crofs:  but,  when  the  Count  ap- 
proached him,  and  the  Landgrave  re*' 
marked  on  his  countenance  traces  of  the 
deeped  grief;  indignant  at  imagining 
that  he  difapproved  of  the  expedition^ 
and  did  not  engage  in  it  with  a  good  re* 
folution,  his  countenance  ihftantly  cloud- 
ed, and  di(fatisfa£iion  was  depi£led  on 
all  his  features. 

Count  Erneft,  who  was  a  (kilfut  phy- 
fiognomift,  prefently  guefled  the  caufe  of 
this  change:  he,  therefore,  went  ftraighi 
to  his  mafter;  and,  without  evafion,  con- 
fefled  the  true  reafon  of  his  regrets. 
This   confidence   inftantly  appeafed  the 
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refentment  of  the  Landgrave.  He  afFec- 
tionately  took  the  hand  of  the  County 
^nd  faid  t6'him — "  There,  my  comrade^ 
we  are  wounded  iii  the  fame  place;  for 
my  faithful  fpoi^re,  £lii:abetb,«has  not  a 
Httle  afFe£ted  me  on  taking  our  farewel. 
But,  let  usv  hav«  courage  t  While  we 
fight  the  Pagans,  our  wive8,^at.home/wiU 
pray  to  God  for  fuccefs  to  our  arms,  and 
that  we  may  fpeedily  return,,  crowned 
with  viftory  and  glory »? 

The  pious  Landgravine^  Elizabeth^  lar- 
niented  as  (incerely  this  kind  of  widows 
hood,  as  her  companion  iQ>  misfortune^ 
the  tender.  Countefs.  of  Gleichen,  > 

Though  her  daar  fpoufe,  the' Land-' 
grave,  was  very  violent  in  his  temper, 
they  had  Kved  together,  in  general,  with 
perfed  union  and*  happinefs.  The  piety 
of  his  lady,  indeed,  feemed  refle6led  on 
himfelf;  as^  many  hiftorians  have  given 
bim^    likewife/  the  title  of  pious:  \k\9y. 

B5  .      >      . 


» - 


!  -      .    .      . 

-boirievcir^  was  in^toelyliB.'hikuiiHy idles 
jM  tboTe .  of  fmxt  liB^utxt  Qf.ihnwiwntiihj 
Jiii.  cicMlkacj^  .&£•    -FfttBr^ritilit  !i# 
ledme  ngi  our  knoJvlAflj^yr  irs^iOMys^icav* 
jea«re  ihifc  dm  tmaitlMMy  iB^^ 
Jiot  aki^ayif  agm'in  the sMkrotte'rkif  4h^ 
-wortai;.  ihat  ^dbsm  >faneliinB0  iiifvli|Hl  *. 
idiffcMftDia  ffq;fifdiiig^;tfapk  ;d 
Inocny^y  kuwhtcb  ihe^ibvieio.^)!!'  Hc!|ptti 
fiieere  »ol»lignd.io  idttapqle^viAv  aii  Mr 
protegiS,  the  pioai  SU»aflMfclu-  Wtitaf  ^ 
judge  idftbisy  by  the  following  anecdote; 
.to   Wb^di   it  would  bfc  difiktuli :  to:  give 
credit,  weri  it  not  affirmed  by  aS  comas- 
jporaries;     it    Ibews   nt^    at   leafi^   tbtt 
people  ai^  noiitolyiciriiotfcuig^ 

The  pioiia  I^wdgravine,  to  tbo  igfcai 
difpleafurepf^e  {^bigP^  and  ^fficors  pf  ^ 
ikiitohent  naturally  gteat.  gluttony,  f^ad  l^^ 
cuftom  of  reierying  .plirt  of  th^  provifiMf 
which  were  ferved  ly^  :at  the  h»Btiff9iyfi*i^ 
table;  going,  ImrfQlf,  after  th^  r^paft,  M> 
diftribute  the^i  .Itmong  the  poor  mepdi- 
cants  who  hefieged  l^he  gates  of  the  caftl^ 
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The   L^Ddgrave,.  inforoied  of   tfcijit  apii 
briiigja  frijBod  to  epooQmy^  r^g^tdgcj  tbi^j? 
dbaritief&9  fopHfb  prpdigalityr ;  and  (of » 
bade  his  i«ife,  i&  futgrie,  froyi^  b^^wipg 
them*  ivbieh  y^  4epriyiDg  her  of  th^ 
grcAtcft  fathfeOtion  of  her  lif«r    She  fyb* 
miued^iiyitboui  a  murmur;  but,  ooe  dayr 
Kiore    >yeak    or  more  courageous  tbaii  ^ 
oifAial)    &€   could  not  refift  .the  dquble 
ipieafure   of  fatisfying  ber  fgyour^tq  paf- 
jioh,  and  (ecretly  difpbey^^^  a^   order 
:iifbich    ihe     cpnfidered    as^^  tyr^l^pical. 
When  taking  away   the   provilioos,   (he 
privatd^y  ^defired  her  waiting  women  to  • 
pu,t  afide    fome   meats    which    bad    not 
been     touished,    and    Ukewife^   feveral 
fmall  loaves.     She   then  went  out)    and 
placing  them    all  in    a  baCket,    efcaped 
.with  it  through  a  fmall  private  ^opr,.  cut 
m  the  rock  on  vhich  the  caftle  was  ered;- 
^d*    and  which    IpQ^^d   into    the    qp^ii 
iK>uatry». 

A  Prineefs  Qm  do  nothipg^  fecre^Iy : 


\ 

1 
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flie  Iwdbeen  ol^ferved^  and.  timiL^ 
g»?ei  apprifed  of  it»  ttid  giveiidiPdiKiMi 
watch' all  her  motions/  A«  fiMtfiJWli 
learned  that  his  wife  had  gohe^  #i^  tiiML 
thiis  bafket,  he  mounted  his  hatlbi  «o4if 
the^  pretence  o/  taking  a  ridef-  vSn^lpiMai 
the  dMW-bridge.  When  EliMto»»>Wil 
behind  her  the  clang  of  his  gik  %vi*i 
file  was  much  terrified,  her  •  kpMS  4l|i»^ 
bled,  and  flie  cbnld  fcarccly  watfcu^lfl^^ 
cdncealed  her  bafltec  in  the  fbId#^dK» 
petticoat;  but  this  afylum,  tttbuf^itf* 
violable,  without  doubt,  by  otberi,  #ii 
not  fo  by  a  hufband.  The  Landgrave  peif 
ceived  fbmething;  he  ^advanced  quicklf 
on  her,  and  his  dark  countenataco  wu 
inflamed  with  anger^ 

r 

**  Woman,"  faid  he,  in  a-  fevere  tMS( 
**  what  do  you  carry  in  that  bafket  whidb 
you-  fo  carefully  conceal  ?  Arb  they  not 
the  provi£ons  refcrved  for  my  tabk% 
which  you  are  going  to  diftribute  among> 
^  troop  of  beggars  and  idlers  V^ 
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"  No,  Sir,"  faid  the  pious  Landgravine, 
ill  a  mild  and  modeft  tone;  >vho,  this 
once,  on  account  of  the  motive,  thought 
it  would  not  derogate  from  her  piety  t© 
deceive  him:  "  no!  they  are  rofes 
•which  I  have  juft  been  gathering  in  my 
garden.*' 

•  If  the  Landgrave  had  been  our  con- 
temporary, he  muft  have  immediately 
g;iven  credit  to  what  his  wife  had  afierted; 
and  would  not  have  dared  farther  to 
'  extend  his  refearches :  but,  thefe  were  not 
tke  manners  of  tha^  age. 

'  **  I  will  fee  thefe  rofes,  thent"  faid  he, 
in  an  imperious  tone  of  voice;  and  vio^ 
lently  endeavouring  to  uncover  the 
balket^  which-  {he  held  concealed. 

■ 

• 

His  w€ak  and  trembling  wife   coirftf" 
oppofe  this  rudenefs  only  by  expoftula-* 
liona — ^^  Fair,  and  foftly,  then!"  faid  fhe; 
drawing  back,  and  reddening  with  anger, 
at  being  treated  in*  this  manner^  a;nd  efpe- 
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daily  at  being  detecled  in  a  falfehood 

before  all  the  courtiers But,  Q 

wonderful !  the  bafket  is  uncovered,  aoA 
the  provifions  vere  found  aQually  change: 
cd  into  thefe  flowers:  th^  fmall  loaye^:^ 
were  white  rofes ;  the  meats^  red ;  mA^ 
the  omelets,  yellow ! 

The  pious  Landgravine  could  fi:arcely 
credit  her  eyes :  never  had  (he  prefumed. 
to  expecl  fuch  an  excefs  of  civility  from 
her  good  patrons. 

So  undeniable  a  proof  of  £lizaheth-s 
innocence,  inftantly  appeafed  the  irritated 
Landgrave;  or,  rather,  changed  the  ob- 
jeQ  of  his  wrath.  He  turned  bis  gloomy 
Jooks  on  the  aghaft  courtiers,  who  had 
dared  to  calumniate  his  pious  counter- 
part; feverely  reprimanded  them;  and 
fwore  that  the  firft  flanderer  who  again 
endeavoured  to  fully  her  reputation, 
Ihould  be  inftantly  thrown  into  the  black 
tower,  and  there  fufFer  the  punifhment 
fuch  a  crime  deferv-ed.    He  then  took  a 
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tok  from  :the  baficet^  and  placed  it  in 
^is  cap,  as  a  toftimony  of  his  wife's  trU 
umpli* 

.  The  tradition  faHs  to  inform,  us  whe* 
jhor,  the  next  day,  inftead  of  a  faded 
rofet  ^^  did  not  find  there  a  fiEiu&gp.  We 
i^ay  fuppofe  that,  for  htm,  the  miracle 
was  prokmged :  but,  as  to  Elizabeth,, 
afit^r  having  received  the  kifs  of  peace 
from  hev  iUuftrious  hufhand,  (he  de- 
;fcended  .the  mountain,  to  diilribute  the 
provifions  among  the  poor  indigent  fa*^ 
milies;  perfuaded  that  the  miracle  would 
ccAfet  now  it  could  be  of  no  farther  ufe 
-to  h^rfelf.  .  J-ndeed,  fihe  judged  rightly; 
ior^  by  ikt^  time  flie  had  reached  the 
.pbjefi^  of  her  beneyplence^  the  rofes^ 
were  agsun  become  pro viiioA^f 

When  her  i^ulbwd  departed  for  the 
Holy  Land,  &e  was  delivered  from  his 
Severe  infpe£kion,  and  free  tro  exercife 
her  charities.  Neverthelefs^,  ihe  fo  ten* 
derly  loved  this  hwfcand,  imperious  ..as 
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he  was,  that  (he  could  not  take  leave  of 
him  without  feeling  the  liveKeft  ajEBidicMM. 
Alas !  (he  forefaw,  that  (he  would  nevw 
again  behold  him  in  this  world;  and^  as 
to  the  other,  (hefeanedy-with:  fome  t^ea- 
fon,  he  was  not  pioua  enough  to  a(ro<i$tfilh 
with  her  there.  She  would,  at  lea(tVilMtt 
wi(hed  for  time  to  convert  him,  and 
fecure  him  a  re(idence  in  the  celeftial 
regions ;  but,  this  fatisi^Bion  was  denied 
her,  nor  could  her  prayeip«  and  tears 
obtain  the  prolongation  c^  her  httftdod^ 
Hfe.  . 

He  was  attacked  with  a-malignant  fever 
before  Hidronte;  and  peri(hed,  in  the 
flower  of  his  age,  without  having  ever 
had  the  fatisfa^tion  of  cutting  down-  a 
(ingle  Saracen  completely  to  the  faddle. 

In  his  laft  hours,  he  fent  for  his  knights 
and  valTals,  and  named  Count  Erneft  as 
his  fucce(for  in  the  command  of  his  little 
army ;  making  him  at  the  fame  time 
Wear^  that  he  would  not  return  to  hh 
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native  countrjr,  before  he  had  ihrice 
drawn  the  fwprd  againft  the  infidels.  H^ 
then  received  the  holy  facramedt,  from 
the  hands  of  his  cbapla^^;  and,  having 
ordered  a  number  of  m&fles  fufficient  to 
fecure  ,hia-.poiQ|>put  reception  into  tb« 
hevMiniy  Jerufalem,  h«  exptred.  «  & 

Count  Erneft  di^e^ed  Ma^nafter's  bo^ 
to  be  embalmed^ratid  thai  it  to  the  Land- 
gravine Eliaabeth;  vho  woAt  in  mourn- 
ing/46r4ier  fpoufe,  after  the  manner  of^ 
thelloman  empreOes^*— «{he  did  not  leave 
it  off,  to  the  day  of  h^r  death  ! 

'  The  Count  of  Gleichcn  purfued  his 
journey;  and,  at  length,  arrived  with 
his  troops  at  head-quarters,  near  Pto- 
lemais.  Of  the  innumerable  band  of 
heroes  who  had  quilted  Europe,  and  their 
native  country,  for  the  Holy  Land,  vaft 
numbers  never  even  reached  the  frontiers 
of  the  country  which  they  had  propofed 
to  conquer.  Many  of  thefe  periflied  by 
the   fword  of  the  Saracens,  and  that  of 
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their  various  powerful  allies.  Hunger^ 
fatigue,  tempefts,  plague,  and  other  ma- 
lignant  difeafes,  peculiar  to  this  burning, 
climate,  daily  thinned  the  ranks  of  t^be 
brave  warriors :  numbers,  likewife,  £wH- 
iiig  under  their  ponderous  armour,  godt 
unable  longer  t^j^fift  the  wjtfh  of  w^f^ 
more  beholdirig'their  'kiative  land,  took* 
the  firft  oppeiruiriiitjLta  defer L 

Thefe  circuniftances  gave  Count  £r«ieft 
jittle  hope  of  finding  it  po£Gble  to  futSl 
his  oath,  by  wielding  his  fword  three: 
tiuies  in  the  faces  of  the  Saracens.  Not- 
an  Arab  was  to  be  feen,  within  a  diftance 
of  three  days  journey  round  the  camp; 
the  weaknefs  of  the  Chriftian  army  ob- 
liged it  to  conceal  itfelf  in  entrenx:h- 
meats.  It  dared  not  proceed  onward,, 
to  attack  the  enemy :  but,  trufled  to  af- 
fillance  from  the  Pope;  which,  however, 
never  arrived.  The  Holy  Father,  fince 
the  night  on  which  he  planned  the  cru- 
fade,  had  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted  re- 
pofc,  and  troubled   himfelf  little   about 
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the  facceCs  of  ihe  holy  var  which  he  had 
Jsiadled. 

In  this  jnaQion,  which  redounded  as. 
little    to    the   glory    of    thefe   Chriftian 
warriors^   as  did  that  formerly  of   the 
Grecians  before  proud  Troy;  the  knights 
employed  their  time  in  games  and  di-. 
iferfions,  to  diffipatte  thdr  jmxiety,  and 
relieve   their  wearinefs;       The   Italiana 
Ijingf  and  thrummed  on  their  guitars;  the 
French  refortcd . to   dancing;   the   Spa- 
niards imuFed  themfclves  at  chefs;  the 
Engliih)  with  boxing;   and  the  Germans,. 
ill  getting  drunk.     As  to  Count  Erneft, 
who  had  no  tafte  for  any  of  thefe  pur- 
funs,    he    pafled    his  dme  in    hunting: 
fometimes,  he  purfued  the  fox  through 
the   barren  defari;   and,   fometimes,  he^ 
<;hafed  the  nimble   goat,  from   rock   to 
cock,    on   the  neighbouring   mountains. 
The  knights  of  his  fuite  dreaded  the  heat 
of  the  fun  during  the  day,  or  the  per- 
nicious   dews   of  thefe   climates   in    the 
evening;  they,  therefore,  never  went  with 


their 4naftw  lotbe  chafe:  >t1ke  aQlveiattd! 
faithful  Curt,  his  fquirc,  accofldpittiii 
him  in  thefe  rafii  diverfiohs,  with  a  fii^ 
othdriuendant.'- -'  '.iH>  hi  . 

One  day,  he  lhid^^fo^eniH«Iy  Ai^ 
himfeit;  in  tbe'pUiifiiit  pf  the^^Ud  |i^ 
that  the  fim  w*  fetitfig  hi  the  Mi^diiin^ 
ranean  betoito  .herhad  once  thoogbtliof 
return>  Hb^  at  It^gth,  enddwva»u0Bd^it|l 
gain  the  caii^.:»- '  bnt^nigtft^farprilU  }$K^ 
long  before  he  had  ^reathed  iia  fSflnef 
wandering  lights,*  which  he  had  tatieitf 
for  fignals  from  the.  camp,  ted  him  |iiff 
farther  aftray;  and,  perceiving  his  mif^ 
take,  he  determined  to  paft  the  ni^tr 
beneath  a  tree.  The  faithful  fquire  prs^ 
pared  for  his  tired  matter  a  good  bed  iffi 
mofs,  on  which  he  threw  himfelf,  and- 
prefently  fell  afleep,  exhaufted  with  beafi» 
and  exercife,  without  ever  thinking  W 
make  the  fign  of  the  crofs^as  ufualJ 
The  diligeiit  Curt,  however,  wakeful  as» 

*  The  Ignis  fatiuis. 
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ft  moufe,  and  (incerely  attached  to  his 
■mailer,  never  once  clofed  his  eyes,  but 
•kept  ftrift  watch  the  whole  night. 

t 

.-  The  night  was^  as  the  nights  ufualty 
are  in  this  climate,  extremely  ferene,  and 
'  the  ftars  fhined  with  the  moft  refplendent 
luftre.  A  filence  as  deep  as  that  in  the 
^Talley  of  death,  reigned  throughout  tbefe 
doimenfe  folitudes ;  not  a  <wind  breathed, 
yet  a  delightful  foeflmefs  ihed  its  reft o- 
jtative  balm  over  plants  and.  animals. 
Towards  the  third  watch  of  the  night, 
"vheB-the  morning  ftar  had  already  aa» 
tiounced  the  approach  of  day,  a  diftant 
-iioifk  ^as  beard,  like  that  of  a  torrent 
To'itrkig  down  precipices.  The  vigilant 
/quire,  whofe  piercing  fight  was  inter- 
cepted  by  the  thick  veil  of  night,  in. 
tcnfely  vliftens.-i ; The  founds  feem  to  ap- 
4>roach  nearer^  he  lies  down  on  the 
,ground;  places  his  ear  to  the  turf;  and 
Aow  diftinflly  hears  the  noife  of  horfes 
.galloping.  He  fufpefls  it  is  a  detach- 
ment of  tbe  eaemy's  army  advancing,  and 


.•'•■■      ■   1 

♦  ■  t    ■      I 
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trcmUcft  with  agitacicMiJ  Ilfe^ibftaiilly 
awEkebed  his  oiaftev,  idio  wM^flillptt» 
fully  repD&ttgy  nnfwfpdoM  43f  ibcs dai||A 
which  farrounded  him.  He  wasy  how- 
ever, prefentljr  inloFmed  tif  it  jjindtarlkd 
limfelf  for  thecoteiprifiB^whxiekbiiifd^ 
ibndkd jlhe  korfesk- '  -.^^f^  ^^i- 

:    The  fltfdtti  'ef  night  jBpvdhikHjr*^^ . 

ferfed,  and  the  eafteniKhMitlMk  fci^{nfM 
redden.  CdAM&rtoil  te»  jeltairly  pta^ 
reived,  :iAm  he  Ju|d  inlraadf  Ifdfpcdhrik 
4  troop  of  armed  Saracenn  adtraiidn|f^% 
attack  the  Chriftians.  Their  efcape  -w» 
impoflibie  ;  and  the  hofpitable  tree  imder 
which  they  had  repofed,  was  ooc  Itfge 
enough  to  conceal  them  and  their  hbrftl 
That  of  the  County  atifortanaieljF,  «!». 
not  a  hippogivffy  but  a  heavy  Geraitt 
harfe;  whioh^  in  4ts  ftruQiirey  wa^lictk 
adapted  to  extricate  its  maftev  from-dB4*- 
^r  by  rapid  Aight/  This  brave  kojg^ 
ilierefore,  after  having  recommended  hi* 
foul,  bis  .Odilc,  and  his  children,  to  Oal 
aad  the  Holy  Virgin,  detennincd  ^o  die 
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Uke  a  warrior;  and^  ordering  his  two  fer* 
-vants  to  follow  him,  and  to  fell  their 
lives  as  dearly  as  poffible,  he  vigoroufly 
fpiirs  on  his  borfe,  and  flies  into  the 
thickeft  battalions  of  the  enemy,  who 
iirere  much  furprifed  to  fee!  ihemfelves 
attacked  by  a  fingle  knight:  tbe  infidels 
immediately  opened  their  ranks;  and 
^d,  in  diforder,  as  the  Vight  chaff  dif- 
fierfed  by  the  wiikl^  but,  wh^a  they  dif- 
<:ovei^d4bat  tbefe  tbiriee  men  wer^  really 
4all  the  'CnemieB  they  had  to  contead  with^ 
«they  i^ifKned  -courage;  and  a  moft  un- 
«equal  battle  began,  in  which  valour  muft 
^t  length  yield  to  numbers.  The  Count 
bought  with  defperation,  and  the  point  of 
km  iMce  carried  ibar  and  death  through 
^tl  the  enemy^s  tanks!  Not  a  blow  fails; 
«v«n  the  Chiet  of  the  Saracen  troop, 
'Veacbed  by  the  deadly  weapon  which  the 
-|>owerfal  hand  of  the  Chriftian  Knight 
.'Yielded,  fails,  and  expires.  The  a£live 
Curt  is  no  lefs  fuccefsfui :  more  adroit, 
than  flrong  or  robufl,  be  fwiftly  follows 
in  the  fteps  of  his  mafler;  parries  the 
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blows  ihat  are  dealt  bim,  and  returns 
them  with  ufury.  The  other  horfeman, 
likewife,  did  his  bed;  and,  for  a  long 
time^  thefe  three  bravely  refifted,  witl^- 
out  yielding,  the  whole  power  of  the 
infidel  forces.  But  the  time  will  arriyCf 
when  ftrength  and  courage  muft  finally 
yield  to  numbers!  Nine  wafps,  we  are 
told,  will  kill  the  ftro^geft  horfe;  four 
bulls  conquer  an  African  liQn;  and,  if 
we  can  credit  popular  rumour,  or  the 
Chronicle  of  Hubner,  an  archbifhop  may 
fall  under  the  attack  of  a  legion  of  mice. 

Count  Erneft  was  thus  under  the  ne- 
ceflfity  of  yielding  to  numbers,  after  a 
mod  vigorous  defence.  His  arm  had 
loft  its  ftrength,  his  lance  was  broken; 
his  fword  blunted;  and  his  horfe,  at 
length,  fell  to  the  ground.  The  fall  of 
the  knight  decided  the  viflory:  a  hun- 
dred vigorous  arms  at  once  aflailed  him, 
to  deprive  him  of  his  fword;  and  his 
hand  was  no  longer  sk\c  to  retain  it. 
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As  foon  as  the  dexterous  Curt  (aw  his 
mafter  fall,  he  loft  all  courage ;  and,  kifs- 
ing  bis  lance,  furrendered  it  at  difcre- 
tioo:  at  the  fame  time^  however,  de* 
manding  quarter.  The  horfeman,  like-* 
wife,  ceafed  to  contend;  and  awaited  in 
filejice,  and  with  gloomy  indiSerencet 
ihe  expeQed  fatal  blow* 

The  Satacens,  however,  were  found  to 
be  more  humane  conquerors,  than  th« 
conquered  had  dared  to  hope.  They 
were  fatisfied  with  difanning  their  three 
prifoiiefs,  without  doing  them  any  far- 
ther injury.  Indeed,  this  regard  for 
their  lives  was,  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
]efs  an  effefl  of  their  humanity,  than  the 
hope  of  gaining  fome  needful  intelligence 
/from  tbem.  Nothing  was  to  be  learn* 
ed  from  a  dead  enemy;  and  it  was  of 
fnuch  importance  to  them,  to  gain  fome 
accurate  knowledge  refpefling  the  ftate 
\of  the  army  encamped  at  Ptolemais. 

vox.  iiu  c 
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•    Snbediately    afcer   the   jtrifoners  had 

Wflel  ICBdy  to  'ft*  AH.  '^ke:jB«f<ii( 
-Ardbcfa  fetft  <Unttti»  the  Sttkn  cf  ti|^ 
to  pkh  kum  iilicsrii«  Mter  icet^4rfk«M» 
Oft  xrandMen'of  tte  AGMiiiB 


anny.  i'- 

%1»e  Report  of  -Am  viHcnir  >of  ^fe^C^er- 
non  iutgbt  iittd  veadied  X^vuid  €iin  lK»> 
iore  his  i^Privai,  idtd  Tudh  a  itrMMfr  <<if 
■war  would  bare  dererved  to  be  trcMed 
-with  ibe  tegard  due  to  h'n  bravery.  In 
bonouriag  a  conquered  enemy,  weeTince 
what  value  -we  attach  to  the  vi£fcoty :  biit 
snuflahnao  felMove  wears  <a  Very  dif- 
ferent cfaarftSterj  and  exalts  not  in'reoder* 

.    'ttg    juffice    to    a   deferving     ftranger. 

^:  Count  Erneft,  loaded  with  chains,  *« 
"wrtifined  in  a  ftrong  tower,  where  tte 
*»ther  Oaves  of  the  Sultan  were  fciept. 
There,  during  the  fad  and  folitary  dayij 
and  the  ftill  fadder  and  more  wearifome 
mghts,  of  bis  hard  captivity,  he  was  left 


A  .  *  *  >  . 


topondjer  ojfi  his  mi^ortuxic^ ;  .wd  it  .le- 
^uired  moTP  CQM&igc  m^  firnine&  not 
to  fink  uniier  .thefn»  <^tbw'  feven  that 
which  be  bad  difpkiyed  in  ;c0ntending 
again  ft  a  whole  haft  of  Aisabs.  Often 
did4iis.£ancy  prefent  to  biairthe  image  of 
the  felicity  that  he  had  enjoyeid  in  the  To* 
tiiety  of  his  lovely  and  tender  fpoufe, 
with  the  offspring  of  their  chafle  love! 
How  ffcequently  did  be  jex^^rate  the  un- 
fortunate .waT)  which  had  fnatofaed  him 
from  all  the  pleafiires  .of  domeftic  lovet 
to  plunge  him  into  tniferable  flavery! 
He  was  almoft  indelpair:;  and  all  his  vir*> 
tue  and  piety  were  on  the  ipoint  of  being 
WTecked  bythis  fevere  tcial. 

In  tbe;age  when. Count £rneft  of  Glei- 
chen,  iloudfhed,  a  romantic  adventure 
was  often  rdated  by  lovers  of  anecdotes; 
4t  was  that  of 'Henry  Duke.ofiBrunfwiak, 
furnamedtthe  Lion:  and,  however  ^extra- 
ordinary 'this  ftory  may  appear,  it  was 
generally  believed  in  thefe  times  of  ere* 
dulity« 
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It  informs  us,  that  this  duke,  in  his  jotif^ 
ney  on  a  pilgrimage' to  the  Holy  Land^ 
was  thrown,  by  a  violent  temped,  on .  an 
uninhabited  part  of  vAfrica;  that,  being 
the  only  one  who  had  efcaped  the  (hip- 
wreck,  he  pafled  two  years  in  thefc 
deferts,  without  any  other  company  than 
that  of  the  wild  animals,  which  he  had  the 
art  of  taming,  and  who  did  him  no  injury. 
He  even  Succeeded  in  forming  a  friendly 
conne£tion  ^ith  a  lion,  who  became  bis 
guard  and  his  hunter.  The  game,  how* 
ever,  which  his  friend  brought  him,  was. 
not  dreiTed  by  his  Brunfwick  cook;  he 
did  not  .cat  from  covers  of  gilt  filver, 
furrounded  by  a  brilliant  court  of  noble 
dames  and  gallant  knights:  the  roarings 
of  his  lion  were  not  fo  melodious  as  the 
fongs  of  his  Troubadours;  nor  was  his 
moffy  bed  equal  in  foftnefs  to  the  down 
on  which  he  once  repofed  by  the  fide  of 
his  charming  fpoufe,  the  Dutchefs  of 
Brunfwick.  We  muft  not,  therefore,  be 
furprifed  if,  after  two  years  of  folitude, 
he  ftill  ardently  wiflied  to  return  to  bis 
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native  country ;  and  if,  in  a  weak  moment 
lie  yielded  to  the  foiicitations  of  Satan  > 
who  appeared  to  him,  fays  the  Chronicle* 
under  the  form  of  a  little  black  man^ 
whom  he  a^t  firft  took  for  an  or£^ng^ 
outang. 

He  offered  to  traniport  hirti  and'the 
lion  into  the  midft  of  his  courts  if  he 
would  yield  up  his  foul  to  him  after  a 
certain  number  of  years;  H&  fubfcribed 
to  the  condition,  and  all  fucceeded  won* 
derfuUy  weU.  He  traversed  the  air;  and^ 
in  a  few  moments^  arirtved  at  Bruhfwickj 
Jiift  time  enough  to^prevent  his  wife,  who 
fuppofed  him  dead)  from  marrying  again* 
He  once  more  enjoyed  the  pofleifioh  of 
his  dutchy;  his  good  dinners;  his  briU 
liant  court;  his  pleafures  of  every  kind; 
and,  likewife,  hi»  foul:  for,  when  the 
fpirit  oft  darknefs  wifhed  to  get  poiTeflion 
of  him,  at  the  time  appointed,  according* 
'  to  their  agreement,  he  found  him  fur-^ 
rounded  by  fo  many  virtues  and  chari-* 
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ties^ jkatr^y  amply  fdciured  him  hook  ajEI 
the  danger  which  hie  haii  incurred  io  H 
weak  mofioleiKi)  and  Satan  was  obliged  to 
renounce  bi«  intended  prey^  aad^letiiini 
peaceftiliy  afeend  to  H)eave»^  with  foaA^ 
mirable  an  efcort. 

Count  Errieft  had|  m  Ui  inSasAif^  98m 
hden^told,  by  hii  rii»r&t^  tbis^ftraagv  tib(^ 
Arriv^at  ytiark  df  difenttmiv  iie^haA 
tewkuiiA4p^.  doubt  hr  tlrucfa^  Imq  m  ^ 
eblonfity  lind  deep  fbUtude  of  bit  in* 
gieon^  it8  ftrange  circumftances'  niiidkf  i 
vivid  haftc&on  on  his  fanc)r.  By  de* 
grees,  bf^  doubcs' were  removed';  and  bet 
iboti  felt  as  fully  convineed  of  the  tnvfb 
<i6  this  anecdote,  as  he  wa^  when:  he  ftrfl 
heard  his  nurfe  relate  it.  £x:ceffiVe 
fbrrow,  renders  us  impious  or  cred^ 
k>us;  it  had  this  laft  effe6l  on  tbe  mind 
of  the  Count:  and  a  voyage  through  tbc^ 
air,  in  the  claws  of  tbe  devil,  appeared  fi^ 
him  the  eafleft  and  moft  natural  chinig  ift 
the  world. 
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Faithful;  tohi&rdigious  principles,  be 
never.  Wem  to  deep,  without  firft  perform- 
iog  his:  ufual  devotiorrs,   and  maki4ig  the 
figa  q£  the  crofs:  notwithftanding  this,   % 
fecret  defire,  which  he  dared  not  even 
fiooiefs  lo  hirofclf,  arofeiQ.  bis  foul;  and. 
tbia  yas,  to  run  the  hazard  of  the  fame 
adventare    as  Duke    Henry's  of  Brunf- 
wick«     As  foon  as  he  heard  the  fmallelt' 
9oife  in   his  dungeon,  wbether  it  was  a 
inoufe  nibbling  bis  ftraw,  or  a  fly  that  by> 
chance   entered  at  the  air  vent  of  his 
dungeon,   buzzing  around  blm;  he  felt 
^rfuaded,  that  one-  or  the  other  wouM 
prefentiy>  change  itielf  into  a  little  black 
devil,  an4  pocopoie  to  Jbinn  the  felling  his^ 
foul,  for  liberty  and  a  return  to  bis  coun^ 
try.       He    determined    to    clofe    with 
tbi&  offer;  in  the  hope, .it   is  true,  of 
9gain  redeeming.bis  (bull  lik^  Duke  Hen* 
ry,  by  dint  of  his  fu tare  virtues.     He 
already    im^igined    himfelf  purfuing  his 
aerial   voyage;   arriving   in  his  country 
of  Gleichen;    and    embracing  his  dear 
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Odilci  and  his  lovely  children  Thtte 
itlufions  employed  fome  hours  of  bis  foli* 
tudC)  and  were  not  unattended  with 
pleafure:  but)  this  was  all;  nothing  hap* 
pened  to  realize  them.  The  mice  ftill 
remained  micei  and  the  flies  likewife  con* 
tinucd  flies;  neither  devil,  angel,  Bor 
man,  ever  appeared  in  his  prifon :  and 
yct|  as  hope  is  the  fole  fupport  of  the  an- 
fortunate,  he  did  not  forbear  dreaming 
and  hoping. 

While   Count  Erneft,  amid  thefe  ro- 
mantic illulionvS,  entertained  a  weak  hope 
of  being   freed  from  his  captivity;  and 
thus  relieved,  at  lead,  the  heavy  moments 
of  adveHity:  his  faithful  fpoufe  received, 
from  his  fervants  whom  he  had  left  in  the 
camp,   the  fatal   news  that  their   matter 
had  difappeared;  but,  they  knew  not  b)r 
what  adventure.     Some  believed,  that  hct 
had   been   carried   away    by   a  dragons 
others,  that  he  had  been  fdzed,  in  th 
defarts  of  Lybia,  by  a  peftilential  exhala 
tion,  which  had  deftroyed  him;  or,  that  h 
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bad  been  there  devoured  by  a  panther, 
or  robbed  and  murdered  by  the  Arabs.^ 
All,  however,  agreed  in  the  opinion,  that 
fhe  might  confider  him  as  dead;  txvtd 
the  lovely  Countefs  Odile  was  a  widow^  » 
and  free  from  all  her  engagememB.^-i^She, 
indeed,  lamented  her  huibandi-  as  if  he 
was  no  more ;  andy  while  her  innocent  - 
children,  who  knew  not  the  magnitude  of 
their  lofs,  pleafed  themfel ves  with  the  Kttle 
new  mourning  dreffes  in^  which  their  mo-^ 
ther  had  cloathed^  tbem^  her  'fdu4  was^ 
agonized  with  forrow,  and  her  tears  in- 
ceflantly  flowed^  Notwkhftandihg  this, 
a  fecret  fentiment  continued  to  :infpir& 
hei^'heart,<  that  her  huiband  ftill  exifled; 
and  this  hope,  wild  and  improbable  as  it 
might  appear  to  be,  alleviated  in^  fome 
degree  ker  affli£tion»'  To  ftrengthen' 
this  hope,,  fhe  fecretly  difpatched  one  of 
her  mod  faithful  domeftics;  whom  ihe 
ordered  to  fet  fail  for  the  Holy  Land^ 
and  to  make  the  mod  diligent  enquiries  • 
throughoiit  the  whole  country. 
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This  meflenger  departed;  but^  like. 
Noah's  dove,  never  returned;  She  fenta 
fecond,  vho  came  back,  after  wandering 
feven  years,  over  Teas  and  lands,  but 
without  bearing  in  bis  mouth  the  olive 
branch  of  hope.  Notwithftanding  thi^^ 
the  faithful  Countefs  flill  believed  that 
her  hufband  Was  numbered  with  the 
living.  She  was  convinced  that  a.  huf- 
band fo  tender,  and  fb  true,  would  ti6\ 
have  quitted  this  world,  without  at  l^aft 
giving  his  wife  and  beloved  cblldreft  a 
parting  farewel.  Nothing  had  been  feett 
in  the  caftle,  fince  the  departure  of  the 
Count :  no  found  of  arms  had  beeh  beard 
in  the  arfenal;  nor,  in  the  galleries,  the 
noife  of  a  knight  walking  in  his  boots) 
nor,  in  the  bedchamber,  the  light  ftepst^ 
an  invifible  being— *No  mournful  groaDs 
were  heard  to  refound,  in  the  nighty 
through  the  turrets  of  the  caftle ;  nor 
did  the  bird  of  night  utter  his  woefdl 
cries  round  the  battlements.  The  total 
abfence  of  all  thefe  fymptoms,  made  the 
Countefs    concludcj    according    to    the 


tegic  of  thofe  times,  that  her  well- 
beloved  hulband  was  ftill  in  the  land  of 
the  living.  She  therefore  did  not  dc- 
fpair  at  the  ill  fuccefs  of  her  two  firft 
meffengersj  and  determined  on  fetiding  a  ^ 
third. 

This  la{t  was  naturally  of  a  very  idle  * 
difpofition.      He   was    of  opinion  with*^ 
thofc,  who  think  it  by  no  means  neceflary 
to  run  after  wh?it  may  b^e  wanted :  con- 
fequentty,  ■  he  travelled  quite  ;at  his  eafe  ^ 
from  poft  to  poft;  freely  {topping,  when- 
ever he  found   himfelf  in  a  good  birth. 
IJe  like  wife  confidered,  tb^  it  would  be 
much  more  pleafing  for  thofe  ^ho  could  ^ 
^ive    him    information    refpe£ling     the 
Count,    to   bjing  him   tfee  intelligence, 
Uian  to  fatigue  himfelf  by  going  in  fcarch 
of    them;  and   thus,  probafely,  wander 
over  the  world  in  vain.     He,  therefore, 
eftablifhed    hiipfelf   at    a    place    where, 
without  running  the  dangers  of  a  fea  voy- 
age^ he  viight^  as  be  thought,  learn  all 
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that  be  wifiied.  This  was  the  port  of 
Venice;  whi  her,  at  this  period^  all  pil- 
grims  and  crufades  reforted :  in  fliort, 
all  who  had  left,  or  were  going  to,  the 
Holy  Land.  Our  hiftory  will  prefently 
inform  us,  whether  the  tender  Countefs's 
indolent  meflenger  had  well  or  ill  chofen 
his  poft  of  obfervation. 

After  feven  years  imprifonment,  in  the 
fubterranean  prifons  of  Grand  Cairo, 
which  appeared,  to  the  Count,  a^leaft,  as 
long  as  the  feventy-two  years  repofe  of 
the  fcven  fleepers  in  the  Catacombs,  he 
believed  himfelf  abfolutely  abandoned, 
both  by  God  and  the  devil :  and  only 
hoped,  that  he  might  be  foon  freed,  by 
death,  from  this  fatal  prifon ;  into  which 
the  pleafant  light  of  the  fun  had  never  once 
penetrated,  and  where  even  the  day  was 
hardly  to  be  diftinguiihed  thrpugh  a 
narrow  window,  grated  with  thick  bars. 
He  no  longer  thought  of  the  infernal  ro- 
mance; but  began  again  to  doubt  the 
truth  of  Duke  Henry's  ftory*    He  trufted 
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no  more  to  the  power  of  Beelzebub;  or 
even  that  of  his  guardian  angel,  who 
feemed  to  have  abandoned  him  with 
equal  C:ruelty,  In  fhort,  he  had  loft  all 
hope :  his  life  was  but  a  kind  ef  vegeta* 
tion;  and,  if  he  was  able  to  form  a  wi{h 
more,  it  was  for  fpeedy  death. 

From  this  gloomy  lethargy  he  was  one 

day  awakened,   by  a  loud  noife  of  keys, 

and  bolts  undrawing,  at  the  door  of  his 

prifonf    From  the   moment  he   had  en- 

tered  the  dungeon,  thi^  door  clofed  oh 

him,  sind  had  never  fince  been  opened; 

all  his   provifions  were  fupplied  to  him 

through  a  fmall  aperture  cut  in  the  wall. 

The   key   would  not   turn  in  the   rufty 

wards;  and  the  door,  at  length,  yielded 

, only  to  the  moft. violent  efforts.     In  the 

mean  while,(  hope  again  played  round  the 

heart  of  the  Count:  he  felt  the  liicelieft 

impatience,'  to   learn  what  would  be  his 

fate;    and,    whether  liberty,    or    death, 

fhould  be  apnouncedy  he  regarded  it  as 

felicity «^    Two  black  flaves  entered  with 
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the  gaoler:  they  took  ofiF  the  prifoner^i 
chains;  and,  by  a  fign,  he  was  ordered  to 
follow  them*  He  obeyed,  trembling. 
llh  limbs  were  (o  benumbed,  that  he 
could  fcarcely  ftand;  and  he  wa^  obliged 
to  lean  on  the  two  flaves,  tc  afcend  the 
ftairs  of  the  tower. 

He  was  led  to  the  governor  of  the  pri* 
fons,  who  faid  to  him,  in  a  fevere  tone — 
^  Obilinate  Chriftian  I  why,  when  yoa 
was  firft  confined  in  the  tower,  did- you 
pot  tell  us  what  talents  you  were  raafter 
of  P  One  of  your  companions  has  men- 
tioned it,  and  revealed  to  us  your  know- 
ledge of  gardening.  Go,  where  the  will 
of  the  Sultan  calls  you:  form  a  garden 
after  the  German  ftyle;  watch  it,  as  thou 
would  (I  the  apple  of  thine  eyes;  and  fo 
cultivate  it,  that  the  paragon  of  flowers^ 
the  ornament  of  the  eaft,  may  there  dif* 
play  its  beauties  r* 

If  they  had  announced  to  the  iSount,^ 
that  he  was  elected  a  doStor  of  the  Sor- 
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bonAe,  he  could  not  have  been  more 
furprifed,  than  he  was  at  thus  learning 
his  nomination  to  the  poll  of  chief  gar- 
dener to  the  Suhan  of  Egypt.  He  was 
as  ignorant  in  this  calling,  as  any  layman 
could  be  in  the  myfteries  of  the  church. 
It  is  trucj  that  he  had  feen  gardens  in 
Italy,  .and  even  at  Nuremberg:  the  firft 
dawn  of  this  art  had  began  to  difplay 
itfelfin  Germany;  though,  at  prefent,  it 
extended  no  farther  than  in  forming  a 
grtivel  walk,  bordered  by  an  edging  of 
flowers.  But  the  poor  Count  had  never 
tht)ught,  in  his  life,  of  thearrangetncnt  of  a 
garden;  of  the  name  of  a  plant,  or  of  the 
Culture  of  a  tree:  and  tven  that  paragon 
of  flowers,  of  which  they  had  fpoken,  -was 
totally  unknown  to  him.  He  was  igno- 
rant whether  it  grew  tiaturallyi  like  the 
rofe,  or  reqirired  cultivation.  Ht  dared 
not)  however,  cxprefs  his  doubt^^  from 
ffear  of  betraying  his  ignorance;  nor  re- 
fufe  the  honourable  poft  offered  him,  left 
tbey  filOttM  fernd  him  back  to  his  faor- 
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rible  prifon,  or  endeavour  to  perfuade' 
him,  by  a  thoufand  blows  on  the  foles  of 
his  feet,  that  he  was  Fully  able  to  under« 
take  the  tafk  ailigned  him* 

He  accepted,  therefore,  the  employ- 
ment of  Boftangi ;  and,  in  this  capacity, 
had  the  command  of  a  delightful  park^ 
which  he  was  to  transform  into  a  garden,^ 
after  the  European  (lyle*  Nature  had  done 
every  thing  poffible  for  this  charming  re- 
treat, and  art  and  cultivation  had  dill 
more  embelliOied  it;  (b  that  our  new 
Abdolonimus  was  obliged  to  put  in  re* 
quifition  all  his  invention,  that  he  mights 
find  a  fault  to  mend,  or  an  ornament  to 
add. 

• 

Exclufive  of  the  real  charms  of  th& 
place,  the  Count  had  been  fo  long  ihut 
out  from  beholding  the  beauties  of  nature^ 
that  every  thing  which  furrounded  him 
ferved  to  infpire  delight.  Each  flower 
he  beheld^  tranfported  him  with  pleafurcj^ 
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and  he  could  no  more  think  of  changing 
any  thing  he  perceived  than  our  firft  fa- 
ther of  criticifing  the  terreftrial  Paradife# 

The  Count,  therefore,  ^vas  very  much 
cmbarraiTed  how  to  proceed  in  his  new 
employment.  He  really  could  make  no 
alteration  in  this  delightful  garden,  but 
what  was  at  the  expence  of  a  beauty; 
and  feared  that,  by  intermeddling  with 
it,  he  fhould  fpoil  all,  and  betray  his 
ignorance. 

The  Scheik  Kramel,  fuperintendant  of 
the  gardens,  and  a  favourite  of  the  Sultan, 
had  charged  him,  however,  to  proceed 
immediately  with  his  work*  In  con* 
fequence  of  this,  he  at  firft  boldly  de- 
manded fifty  flaves  to  aflift  him  in  his 
labours;  without  knowing,  as  yet,  how 
he  (hould  employ  them. 

Early  the  next  morning,  they  were  all 
brought  to  their  new  matter,  and  pafled 
in  review  before  him :  but  what  was  his 
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jQff  to  behold  among  them,.  hi»  £uifaftit 
iervant^,  and.  companions  in  floisfoitniiei^ 
the  nimble  Curt,  and!  his^  gooiom  f  Aft 
enormous  weight  Teemed  removed  fnMpit 
his  heart,  when  be  tecolieEbad  tiheiAr^  ttie« 
tvaces.  of  anxiety  ^flilappMredtfaos  Ua^ 
counaenance;  andkis  eycs^ghMini4.ii|^ 
a  fire,  and  animation^  to  lakish  ihaji  hail: 
fov  years,  been  ftrangert«.  /   -  ^^ 


■  e  • 


He  t0ok  aAde;  his  iUiJhjFiil  fii|ttMrc%-ai|it 
eonfided    to  him  the  embarrafiMmilp* 

which  fortune's  frolic  had  involved  him: 
by  thas  making^  a-  gardener  of  anilht^ 
trioas  knight;  and  placing  in  his  haod  a. 
ipade  and  pruning  knife,  in&^ad  of  his^ 
formidable  fword  and  lance. 

When  he  had  concluded,  the  good. 
Curt,  with  tears  in  his  eyesj  threw  him* 
felf  at  his  feet,  while  he  thus  addrefled 
him — "  Pardon  me,  my  dear  mailer;  it 
is  I  who  am  the  caufe  of  what  fvirprifes 
you,  and  of  your  prefcnt  embarraffment, 
as  well  as  of  your  deliverance  from  the. 
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fatal  tower.  Be  not,  however,  offended 
at  an  innocent  deceit,  to  which  you  owe 
your  liberty;  but  rather  rejoice  at  being 
agaia  reltfored  to  the  light  of  the  fun. 
The  Sultan  wifhpedfor  a  garden  ai^ranged 
after  the  German  ftyle;  and  he  caufedin 
to  be  proclaimed  among  the  Chriftrait 
fiaves,  tha^  he  who  had  a  talent  for  thi^ 
art  (hbuld  be  bandfomely  rewarded^ 
pToyided  he  exerted  it  with  fuccef^^. 
Nobody  came  forward;  the  id!ea  of  youp 
bard  captivity,  and  your  good  geniu&y 
infj^red  roe  with  a  thought.  I  announ* 
ced  you  as  the  moft  a<:coffif4i{hed  gar^i^ 
di^fler  in  all  Europe,  and  you  fee  how  1 
faaVe  fucceeded.  You  are  fieed  fromf 
^onftnement,  and  I  have  again  found  the 
beft  aftd  moft  beloved  of  matters.  Do 
not  be  uneafy  rcfpeQing  your  fuccefs: 
Ae  Suhan,  like  other  great  people,  doer 
not  defire  any  thing  better  than  what  be 
already  poffeffes;  butfomething  new  and 
extraordinary.  Thusj  let  us  labour  bold- 
ly in  thifr  magnificent  enclofure;  and  all 
you  do,  provided  it  has  only  novelty  to 
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recommend    it,    will  not   difpleafe   tbe 
Sultan." 

This  ciu'   ark  was,  to  the  Count,  as 
the  munr^ur   of  a  diAant  dream  to  the 
thirfty    traveller;  it  reftored  to  him  the 
courage   ubich  he  required  for  this  en* 
terpriie:      for    he     would   have    rather 
chofen  to  contend  fingly  with  a  thoufand 
Saracens,  than  to  forn^a  garden.     But| 
encouraged  by  what  his  fquire  had  told 
bim,  he  gaily  fet  to  work  with  his  flaveif 
cutting   down  ar>d    deftroying,    all   at  a 
venture,    and    without    any    fixed  plan* 
His  hatchet,  as  formidable  now    to  the 
fruit-trees,   as  was  once  his  fword  to  the 
infidels,  left  not  one  (landing;  inftead  o£ 
thefe,  he  planted  tufis  of  rofemary  and 
valerian.     The  ufelefs   and   frail  acacia, 
and  the  inodorous   amaranth,   fucceeded 
the  majeftic  palm,  and  the  fragrant  lemon-r 
tree.      Our  new   gardener  was    likewife 
ignorant  of  botany,  and    knew    not  the 
proper  time  to  fow  and  to   plant.     Xhis^ 
like  ihe  reft,  he  left  entirely  to  chance; 
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To  that  his  garden  was,  for  a  long  timej^ 
between  life  and  death. 

Scheik  Kramel,  and  the  Sultan,  let  the 
weftern  gardener  work,  without  troubling 
him  with  their  prefence  and  opinions,  or 
difcouraging  him  by  premature  criticifms : 
unlike  the  Europeans,  who  criticife  and 
prejudge,  even  from  their  very  birth,  the 
moft  intereftingandufeful  eftablifliments, 
at  the  rifk  of  depriving  thofe  who  under- 
take  them  of  the  courage  and  refolution 
neceflary  for  bringing  them  to  maturity. 

One  day,  while  the  noble  gardener 
vas  furveying  with  complacence  the  work 
of  hi^  own  hands;  and  thinking,  probably 
on  account  of  its  being  fo,  that  he  had 
really  improved  the  garden ;  the  minifter 
and  favourite  of  the  Sultan  fuddenly  ap- 
peared before  l>im — ''  German  flave," 
faid  he,  *' where  are  the  fruits  of  your 
labour?" 

At  thefe  words,  the  Count  fprefaw  tha^ 


ftire;  but,  he  had  limg  pnqp«isiidtfamW 
for  fuch  an  interview.  Under  fait  prefent 
impreffion,  faoweveci  i»  rfinrj5iur  t)f  ibG 
garden,  he  refolded  to'iiefend  it  wth  ii* 
trepidity;  landf  therefor^,  AnyiioAiipgidl 
his  prefence  of  amid,  he  mpliod9>io«roM* 
fident  tone  of  voice— ^Maftar,.i£fli«c 
and  fee  i  Tbit  ^paif k,-«Aoe.  a  -delaif;  (mlk^ 
out  order,  without  Cymmeflpy,  haiiobegw8 
myart:  .it  ris'i^eoomet  the  isi9ge4rf  fim* 
^dife,  and  the  :ho4uris  need  not  difi4lva40 
adopt  it  for  their  dwelling.''  XheScfacik, 
bearing  him  fpeak  with  fuch  aflurance, 
and  warmth,  of  the  refuU  of  -his  labouT) 
began  to  entertain  fotne  doubts  of  bii 
own  tafte :  he  was  ftaggered  in  ibis 
opinions;  and  attributed  to  babitftbe 
difagreeable  effi^d;  that  all  he  beheld prcK 
duced  on  his  fenfations.  He  therefore 
took  care  to  conceal  them,  that  be  migbt 
not  betray  his  ignorance^  and  aflumedi 
fatisfied  air.  However,  he  could  not 
forbear  afking  fome  queftions,  for  his 
own  inftruaion,  of  this  latraps  of  garden- 


THE    LANTGUAOE    CXF    fUOWERS.-      47 

tjrs;  who  Teplied  to  him,  in  that  tone  of 
afloming  confidence  whioh  had  already 
•fo  w-ell  fucdeeded. 

"Where,"  demanded  the  Scheifc,  «  are 
thofe  delightful  trees  which  once  (haded 
this  Tandy  plain;  and  which,  loaded  t^ith 
sblooming  pcadhesj-andrefrefhing  lemons, 
gratified  at  once  the  eye  and  the  palate?" 

^^I  have  had  them  cut  down,  and'de- 
ftroyed  even  the  roots," 

♦«  And  why  fo?" 

^ 

"Are  fuch  vulgar  trees,  which  arc 
found  in  the  garden  of  every  little  citizeh 
of  Cairo,  and  fruits  which  they  fend  to 
ibarket  on  their  affes,  adapted  to  >  orna- 
ment the  garden  of  the  Sultan  ?" 

The  Schcik,  convinced  by  the  ftrcngth 
«f  this  reafon,  made  no  reply.  But, 
after  a  moment's  pauie,  refumed  his  ob« 
iervatioAiK 
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•<  What  induced  you,**  faid  he,  ^to 
deftroy  that  charming  arbour  of  date 
trees  and  tamarinds,  which  oflRsred  fo  de- 
lightful and  cool  a  retreat  from  the  bara- 
ing  heat  of  the  day  ?*" 

^<  Of  what  ufe  is  Ihade,"  replied  the 
Count,  ^*  in  a  garden  which  no  one  cnten 
while  the  fun  darts  his  burning  rays  on 
the  earth  ?  None  come  here,  except  to 
breathe  freely  the  frefh  and  balmy  w  of 
the  evening.** 

^*^  But.  that  arbour/'  replied  the  Schieki 
*^  vas  deligned  10  conceal,  within  its  im- 
penetrable  ihade,  the  myfteries  of  love. 
It  was  ihither  thai  the  Sultan  condu8cd 
the  beautiful  flave  whom  he  honoured 
with  his  caieffes,  from  the  jealous  regards 

7- 


lie  not  find  the  fame  advantage 
bower  of  honey  fucklcs ;  orelfe 
cool  groito,    where   the  limpid 
defccnds     an    anincial      rock. 
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•  and  murmurs  as  it  meanders  through  the 
valley;  or  in  that  pleafant  recefs  on  the 
banks  of  the  water,  externally  refembling 
afifliinghut?  Befides,  thefe  places  will 
not  ferve,  like  the  arbour  which  I  have 
defttoyed,  for  retreats  to  venomous  rep« 
tiles  and  troublefome  infects;   nor  will 

.  they  prevent  the  circulation,  of  the  re- 
frelhing  zephyrs/* 

The  Schick  wa«  convinced,  but  ftili 
took  pleafure  in  criticifing.  "  Why,** 
faid  he,  '^  have  you  planted  fage  and 
hyiTop  on  thofe  walls,  inftead  ofthe  bal- 
famic  plant  of  Mecca  i'" 

^^Becaufe,"  replied  the  Count,  a  little 
impatient,  ^^  the  Sultan  does  not  wifh  for 
an  Arabian,  but  a  European  garden. 
lo  our  countries,  and  in  the  gardens  of 
Nureml)erg,  neither  the  palm-tree,  nor 
the  plant  of  Mecca,  grows." 

There  was  nothing  to  refift  this  argu- 
VOL.  in.  D 
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nient;  neither  the  Schiek,  nor  any  one 
of  bis  fuite,  bad  ever  been  at  Nuremberg* 
He  was,  therefore,  conftrained  to  take  his 
word  for  this  being  a  German  garden  ;^ 
but  he,  nevertbelefs,  could  not  perfuade 
himfelf,  that  this  disfigured  garden  wai 
an  image  of   the  Paradife  promifed  to 
Mnflulmem     On  fuch  a  fuppofition,  he 
could  not  promife  himfelf  much  felicity, 
in  a  future  life :  he,  therefore,  now  qui4ted 
the    Count;   much   doubting  this  latter 
aflertion,  however  he  might  give  credit 
to  the  reft« 

The  Sultan  who  at  this  period  reigned 
over  Egypt,  was  the  valiant  Melechal- 
azir  Othman,  fon  of  the  famous  Aladdin. 
This  Prince,  who  is  little  known  in  hif- 
tory,  except  for  the  prodigious  number 
of  his  children,  had  yet  never  any  bat 
fons.  At  lengthy  the  prophet  granted 
him  a  daughter;  a  favour  which  be  ar- 
dently defired:  and  this  daughter  was 
the  laft  of  his  numerous  family ;  flie  was, 
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therefore,    named    Melechfala^    or    the 
daughter  of  Melech. 

This  yoang  Pjrincefs  was  now  fixteen 
years  of  age:  flie  was  the  idol  of  her 
fathery  and  deferred  to  be  fuch,  for  all  the 
precious  gifts  with  which  nature  had  en- 
dowed her  j  (he  was  the  glory  and  ornament 
of  the  court,  and  her  brothers  fhewedher 
the  moft  tender  and  affeftionate  attentions. 
In  the  conferences  of  the  divan,  it  had 
often  been  difcufled,  who  was  the  happy 
fovereign  they  fliould  attach  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  Egypt,  by  uniting  him  to  this 
wonderful  beauty.  As  to  the  Sultan,  he 
had  never  yet  confidered  it;  and  to  be 
ieparated  from  his  daughter,  in  favour  of 
a  hufband,  appeared  to  him  almoft  im- 
poffible. 

The  Princefs  had  been  trufted,  in  her 
infancy^  to  a  Chriftian  nurfe,  who  was  of 
Italian  extraction.  This  flave,  carried 
away  from  her  country,  in   early  youth, 
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by  a  barbarian  Corfair,  after  having  been 
many  times  fold,  at  length  pafled  to  the 
palace  of  the  Sultan,  where  her  gopd 
conftitution  had  caufed  her  to  be  feleded 
as  the  young  PrincefsV  nurfe.  To  her 
good  health,  (he  joined  a  mod  loquaci- 
ous tongue,  and  a  head  as  well  furnifhed 
with  tales  of  every  kind  as  any  nurfe 
ever  poffeffed.  She  thus  formed  the  de- 
light of  the  SultanT's  little  family:  like 
the  fair  Scheherazade,  (he  was  for  ever 
telling  her  (lories,  and  the  Princeis  long 
liftened  to  them  with  increafed  delight. 
However,  this  young  lady  now  began 
to  think  thefe  tales  rather  infipid,  and  to 
feel  defirous  of  herfelf  forming  the  fub- 
je£l  of  fome  new  ones. 

From  her  infancy  Ihe  had  difcov«red  a 
tafte  for  flowers,  which  Ihe  delighted 
to  cultivate.  Her<:hief  employment,  was 
that  of  forming  nofegays,  and  garlands; 
to  which,  according  to  the  ancient  cuf- 
toms  of  the  Arabians,  {he  gave  peculiar 
fignifications :    and,  by  means  of  thefe^ 
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\f  as  often  able  to  convey,  in  an  ingenious 
manner,  her  ideas  and  fqntimenis.  She 
bad  even  carried  her  addrefs  and  inven- 
tion fo  far  this  way,^  that  flVe  often  fuc- 
ceeded  in  exprefling,  by  arran^gements  of 
different  flowers,  whole  paflag^sin  the 
Alcoran;  and  .  amufed  herfelf  with 
making  her  companions  difcover  their 
me^nifigSy  which  they  feldoin  failed  to  do; 

The  Sultan  took  pleafure  in  every 
l^ing'  that  amufed  his  charming  daughter, 
though  he  poffefled  little  talent  for  de- 
cyphering  all  her  hiefpglyphics*  He  was 
not,  moreover,  ignorant  of  the  Princefs's 
decided  tafte  for  European  manners: 
and  though,  as  a  good  Muflulman,  he 
coiild  not  entirely  approve  of  it;  yet,  as 
an  indulgent  and  tender  father,  he  did  not 
difcourage  it,  but  rather  favoured  the  in-« 
clinations  of  his  daughter  this  way.  To 
reconcile  his  tafte  to  flowers,  and  like- 
wife  other  foreign  things,  he  once 
thought  of  having  a  garden  eftablifhed  iir 
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the  ftyle  of  the  weftern  DjRtions :  this  9lf- 
peared  to  him  fo  felicitous  ^  idea,  that 
be  loft  not  a  moment  in  baiving  it  exefsutedi 
He  therefore  fignified  his  wiflies  to  hit 
favourite  minifter,  the  Sch^ik  Krain^l) 
and  ordered  him  to  proved  imiQedvW^IX 
with  the  .work.  The  3cheik,  whi^  pif\\ 
knew  that,  when  Sult^^  ftdopt  kfiy^wiimf 
fical  notions,' it  is  dangeFous  to  cieuntei^ 
them,  and  that  his  mafter  was  very  im- 
patient in  his  tefnper^  4i4  ^oi  fgprefiipF  ta 
him  the  di$cultii5s  which  he  f^w -wqaM 
attend  the  execution  of  his  defigii.  H^ 
had  no  idea,  of  the  arrangement  of  | 
European  garden,  ^f^d  all  the  inbabit^oitf 
of  Cairo  were  as  igporant  in  this  refp^d 
as  himfelf :  he  endeavoured,  thereforfii 
to  find  a  gardener  among  the  ChriftiM^ 
(laves;  and  we  have  feen  how  the  aealof 
the  good  fquire  incjuced  hini  to  devpiye 
the  employnfient  on  Count  £rne{l. 

From  the  talents  we  have  obferveci  itt 
him  for  this  occupation,  it  will  not  apf)ear 
furprifing,  that  the  Scheik  felt  fome  ua- 
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eafy  doubts  arife,  when  he  beheld  the  re- 
fult  of  his  operations;  aad  began  to  fear 
that,  if  the.  Sultan  (hould  not  like  the 
alterations  far  better  than  himfelf,  he 
would  be  loaded  with  all  the  refponfi* 
bility,  and  probably  forfeit,  at  the  leaft^ 
the  entire  favour  of  hi«  mafter*- 

This  affair  had,  till  now,  been  conceaf. 
ed  from  all  the  court.  The  Sultan,  who 
wifhed  agreeably  to  furprife  his  daughter^ 
had  forbidden  all  the  flaves  entering  the 
garden,  except  thofe  who  worked  undev 
the  orders. of  the  German  Boflangi*  The 
lovely  Melcchfala's  birth-day  was  ap- 
proaching, and  her  father  anticipated  the 
pleafure  of  conducing  her  into  the  new 
garden,  and  giving  it  to  her  as  excluiive* 
ly  her  own.  His  Higbnefs,  however^ 
wiflied  to  fee  it  firft,  and  fpoke  on  the  bu- 
finefs  to  the  Scheik ;  who,  however,  did 
not  much  approve  of  it.  He  was,  in  faQ, 
confidering  what  he  fiiould  fay,  to  extrir 
cate  bimlelf  from  this  unpleafant  dilemma; 
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eitbcr  by  pcrfuading  the  Sultan,  in  fpite 
of  his  fcnfes,  that  all  he  faw  was  charm- 
ing; ;  or  clfe,  by  attributing  to  the  bad 
Uftc  of  the  Europeans,  all  that  mult  ne* 
ctffarily  wound  his  own. 

**  Commander  *  of  the  faithful,"  he  in- 
tended to  fay,  **  the  lead  of  your  wifhes 
is  a  facred  command  to  your  ferv^ant: 
my  feet  have  wings  to  fly,  when  you 
fpeak;  and  my  hand  is  firm  to  execute 
what  you  order!  You  have  defired  ia 
garden  after  the  German  ftyle;  behold  it 
before  you  I  Thefe  barbarians,  ignorant 
of  culture,  have  for  gardens  only  fandy 
defarts:  in  which,  inftead  of  the  date 
trees  of  Kalaf,  and  the  lemon  trees  of 
Behabeb,  which  their  ungrateful  climate 
never  produce,  they  cultivate  inodo- 
rous flirubs  and  plants.  The  curfe  of  the 
prophet  has  fmote  the  land  of  the  infidels 
with  eternal  (lerility,  and  has  denied  them 
an  anticipation  of  the  joys  of  Paradife; 
they  know  not  the  fweet  fragrance  of  the 
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balm  of  Mecca,  nor  the  delicious  fruit» 
^hich  we  fo abundantly  enjoy!*' 

By  thus  flattering  the  national  pride  of 
the  Sultan,  he  hoped  to  appekfe  his  wrath : 
but,  he  did  not  find  it  neceflary  to  em- 
ploy his  elbquence  for  this  purpofe. 

It  was  towards  the  decline  of  the  davs 
that  the,  Sovereign  of  Egypt,  accom- 
panied only  by  the  Scheik,  entered  the 
European  garden;  his  foul  filled  with  ex- 
peQation  of  the  wonders  he  was  aboilt 
to  witnefs!  When  he  arrived  at  the  fiffl: 
terrace,  ftripped  of  the  proud  trees  that 
before  (haded' it,  a  firee,  vaft,  and  mag^ 
nificent  view,  prelented  itfelf  to  his  fight : 
it  overlooked  a  part  of  the  city  of  Cairo, 
with  the  courfe  of  the  Nile,-  which  was 
covered  by  veffels  of  different  defcrip- 
tions.  Farther  off,  the  majeftic  pyra: 
mids,  and  a  chain  of  blue  mountains,  fur- 
rounded  with  the  horizon,  illumined  by 
the  rays  of  the  fetting  fun,  formed  the  back* 
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ground  of  the    piflure.    The    evening 
breeze- refreflied  faim;    stnd  rcammjited 
hit  fenfes,  benumbed  with  age.*    A  crowd 
of  new  objefts   offered  theiBfel?e%  on 
every   fide,  to  |iis  view:  be   fowi4  i¥^ 
traces  of  that  park^  in  which  h^  hads  from 
his  infancy,  fo  often  w^ked,  or  the  caret 
and  anxieties  infeparaUe  from  an  elevated 
rank :  pf  that  park,  the  &menefsof  which 
had  fo  often  fatigued  him^  and  its  beau- 
ties b&en  rendered  infipid  by  cuftom.  The 
cunning    Curt    had  well    forefeen^  that 
novelty  would  produce  the  deflred  effed. 
The  Sultan  did  not  judge,  the  alterations 
in  his  garden  by  the  rules  of  art;  but,  by 
the   effeft  which   they   produced  on  hit 
mind:  and,   a»  the  fenfes  often  midake 
that  for  pleafure,  which  is  but  the  effeft 
of  a  new  fenfation,   he  found  every  thing 
infpire  him  with  fatisfa£lion.     The  wind- 
ing   walks,    formed  of  compaft   gravely 
gave  more  elafticity,  a  firmer  and  lighter 
Hep, to  his  feet;  hitherto  accuftomed  to  the 
fof'tncfs  of  Perfian  tapcftry,  and  the  foft 
and  even  turf.     He  went  through  every 


TKfE    LANGUAGE   Olf    FLOWERS.         Qff 

part  of  the'  garden,  and  admired  tber 
variety  of  flowers;  whkh  he  might  have 
found  as  beautiful,  and  as  various,  if  he 
had  wandered  through  the  uncultivated 
country  without  the  inclofure  of  his 
park. 

At  length,  after  a  few  moments  repofe 
on  a  bank  of  turf,  the  Sultan  exclaimed, 
with  an  air  of  the  higheft  fatisfaftion — 
^  ^ramel,  you  have  not  deceived  my 
expe£lations,  but  have  completely  ful- 
filled ray  wifhes:  this  garden,  fo  different 
to  the  old  park,  is  the  feat  of  delights!' 
Mel^jchfala  fliall  receive  it,  as  your  work: 
and  flie  will  have  what  her  heart  defires; 
an  abundance  of  flowi^rs,  and  a  garden 
after  the  European  fafhion." 

The  iScheik  now  congratulated  him- 
felf,  that  he  had  diffembled  his  com-* 
plaintij^gainft  the  foreign  gardener;  and, 
obferving  the  Sultan  difpofed  to  honour 
him   on  account   of  this   garden,,  as  his^ 

0  & 
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works  like  a  cunning  courtier,  eager  16 
fet  hit  fails  where  the  wind  lay,  he  llras 
replied—- 

«^  Powerful  mafter  of  all  the  ftidifall 
thou  feeft  (hat  thy  flave  is  occupied  iii|^t 
and  day  in  obeying  thee.  It  is,  without 
doubt,  by  an  infpiration  of  the  holy 
prophet,  that  I  have  been  able  to  change 
the  ancient  grove  of  palm  trees';  and  to 
form,  in  its  ftcad,  a  garden  fulch  as  E^g/pt 
never  yet  knew :  it  is,  I  fincerely  'beyeve» 
a  faithful  image  of  the  Paradife  promifed 
to  true  believers;  yes,  it  is  in  fucb  a 
place  as  this,  peopled  by  houri,  lovely  as 
the  illuftrious  Melechfala,  that  yoor 
Highnefs  will  receive  the  reward  of  yoiDr 
virtues." 

Though  the  good  Sultan,  according  to 
the  ufual  courfe  of  nature,  was  not  far 
from  that  period  when  he  fhould  become 
acquainted  with  the  Paradife  of  Mahotnet, 
his  notions  on  this  fubjeft  were  very  oh- 
fcure ;  and,  till  now,  be  had  been  more 


THE    LMTGUAGE    OF    FLOWERS*        ^i 

occupied  with  the  joys  of  this  world, 
than  with  thofe  which  awaited  him  in  the 
next.  Whenever  an  Iman,  a  Dervife,  or 
other  holy  perfon,  had  converfed  with 
him  on  the  fubjed:,  his  imagination  had 
never  gone  farther  than  the  (hades  of  his 
ancient  park ;  which,  as  we  already  know, 
rather  wearied  than  pleafed  him.  This 
new  garden  made  his  ideas  take  a  frefh 
courfe  refpefting  another  world;  anew 
image  of  future  happinefs  infpired  his 
foul,  and  delightfully  occupied  it :  he  be- 
Keyed  himfelf  the  only  one  who  pofleffed 
a  faithful  image  of  Paradife;  and  his  fatis- 
faQion  was  fuch,  that  he  immediately  ex- 
alted the  Scheik  to  the  rank  of  Bey,  and 
invefted  him  with  the  turban. 

The  falfe  and  cunning  courtier  prefents 
the  feme  charafter  in  every  country: 
Kramel  did  not  fcruple  to  receive  the  re- 
ward of  a  work  in  which  he  had  no  (hare, 
nor  had  even  approved.  He  did  not 
even  name.  Count  Erneft;  and  thought 
him  fufficiently  rewarded^  by^  informing 
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him  that  his  Highnefs  was  fatisfied  vith 
his  labour,  and  recommending  him  to 
preferve  the  garden  in  the  fame  good 
condition. 

At  the  period  when  the  fun  enters  the 
Cgn  of  Capricorn;  a  time  which,  among 
the  northern  nations,  announces  the  ap- 
proach of  winter,  but  which,  in  the  mild 
climate  of  Egypt,  is  the  lovelied  feafo& 
of  the  year;  the  paragon  of  flowers,  the 
well  beloved  daughter  of  the  Sultan^  eiK 
tercd  that  garden,  which  wa^  3efigned  tot 
be  appropriated  for  her  ufe.  With  light 
and  eager  fteps,  (he  wandered  through  all 
hs  terraces  and  windings:  the  wild  and  fan- 
taftic  tafte  which  feemed.  to  have  prefided 
in  its  arrangement,  pleafed  her;  and  the 
various  flowers  which  chance,  rather  than 
the  Count's  tafte,  had  combined  into  curi- 
ous divifions,  offered  an  equally  pleafing. 
occupation  to  her  mind  and  her  view. 

0 

According  to  the  cuftom  of  the  coun- 
try, whenever  the  Princef^  appeared  in^- 
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the  garden^  the  chief  eunuch  cautioufly 
drove  out  all  the  men  who  were  found  in 
it;  gardeners,  arlrfieers,  water-drawers, 
^c.  fo  that  Count  Erneft,  whatever  incli- 
nation he  might  feel  to  add  to  his  botan- 
ical knowledge,  an  acquaintance  with  the 
paragon  of  flowers,  had  never  yet  been 
able  tameet  with  an  opportunity.  How- 
ever, the  young  Princefs,  who  would 
often,  with  all  the  privileges^  of  a  fpoiled 
child,  not  comply  with  cuftoms  which  in^ 
coromoded  her,  and  who  daily  took  aug- 
mented pleafure  in  her  new  garden,  grew 
difgufted  at  never  being  able  to  walk  ki 
it  at  her  eafe,  without  being  followed  by 
a  crowd  of  eunuchs,  walking  in  proceC- 
fioh  before  her,  like  the  Sultan  when  he 
goes  to  raofque  on  the  feaft  day  of  the 
Bairam;  (he,  therefore,  gradually  accu&> 
tomed  herfelftogo  tkithertatfirft,accom'- 
panied  by  all  her  women;  afterwards,  by 
one  or  two  favourite  Oaves;  and,  at  lengthy 
entirely  alone;  covered,  however,  with  a 
thick ,  veil^  and  holding  in  her   hand  » 
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finall  ofier  bafket,  to  contain  the  flove» 
which  fbe  feleded  and  gathered. 

One  momingy  the  fun  had  not  yet 
evaporated  the  brilliant  dew-drops  which 
adorned  the  verdant  foliage  with  ali  the 
colours  of  the  rainbow,  when  Melechfail 
vifited  her  favourite  walk,  to  breathe  in 
it  the  balmy  air  of  fpring.  The  gardener 
Count  was  already  employed  in  removing 
fome  faded  plants,  and  replacing  them 
with  flowers  juft  bloomed,  which  he  care^ 
fully  reared  in  vafes,  and  artfully  placed 
in  the  earth,  fo  that  they  appeared  to  have 
arifen,  as  by  enchantment,  in  a  fingle 
night«  The  Princefs,  who  had,  till  now, 
been  furprifed  at  the  (ingular  fertility  of 
her  garden,  immediately  faw  through  the 
ingenious  deceit.  It  ftruck  her,  that  fhe 
might  profit  by  thisj  in  direQing  the  gar- 
dener  how  to  arrange  the  flowers,  and 
(hewing  him  the  order  in  which  fhe  wifli- 
ed  them  placed,  fo  as  to  form  certain 
hieroglyphics  in  the  ground. 
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Tbe  Count  was  ftruck,  on  raifing  Jhis 
eyes,  at  the  heavenly  figure  which  now 
for  the  firft  time  prefented  herfelf  before 
him,  and  whom  his  heart  inftaptly  recog- 
nized for  the  millrefs  of  the  garden  which 
he  cultivated.  His  furprife  was  fo  great, 
that  he  let  fall  from  his  hands  a  vafe  of 
convolvulus,  which  he  was  going  to  place 
in  the  ground;  and,  motionkfs  as  a  ftatue, 
did  not  recover  his  fehfcs,  till  the  fweet 
voice  of  the  Princefs  again  reftored  him 
to  life  and  feeling. 

«  ■  I 

«  Chriftian,*'  faid  (he,  "  do  not  tremv 
blc;  it  IS  my  fault,  if  you  are  found  in 
this  place  at  the  fame  time  as  myfelff 
Continue  your  work,  and  difpofe  the 
plants  in  the  order  which  I  fhall  dire£t 
you, 


**  Dazzling  paragon  of  flowers !"  re- 
plied the  illuftrious  and  gallant  gardenen^ 
**  thou  Ihineft  amidft  thbfe  of  this  garden, 
as  the  morning  ftar  amid  thofe  of  the  fir« 
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mainent  I  DireS  the  hand  of  the  happieft 
of  thy  flaveSf  (ince  he  labours  for  ihf. 
pleafure:  he  kiOes  his  chains  with  joy^ 
fince  thou  judgeft  him  worthy  of  execo* 
ting  thy  orders  T* 

The  Princefs  did  not  expeft  a  ilave 
would  dare  to  addrefs  her;  and,  ftill  1^ 
that  he  would  pay  her  fo  well  turned  # 
compliment.  ^c;^.jjeyes^  hithertOy  ha4 
been  more  engaged  with  the  flowers,.thaii 
with  him  who  planted  them;^ihe  noit 
fixed  them  on  the  Count ;  and  it  was  not 
without  furprife,  that  ihe  beheld  before 
her  a  man  who,  with  a  mod  pleafing  and 
noble  countenance,  combined  a  form  and 
figure  fuch  as  ihe  bad  never  before 
beheld. 

Count  Erneft  of  Gleichcn,  was  celebra- 
ted, in  Germany,  for  the  beauty  of  his 
perfon.  At  the  period  of  the  famous 
tournament  of  Wurtzburg,  he  was  the 
favourite  of  all  the  ladies  *-  and,  when  he 
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raifed  the  vifor  of  his  helmet  to  take  thq 
air,  every  bright  eye  dwelt  with  delight  on 
his  countenance.  The  rnoft  dexterous 
feats  of  the  other  cavaliers  with  the  lance, 
were  loft  on  them;  and  every  vow  was 
pffered  up  for  the  fucqefs  of  the  hapdfomc 
knight.  The  virtuous  Odile,  niece  of 
the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  convinced  bim,  that 
her  heart  accompanied  the  honour  confer* 
red  on  him  by  her  fair  hand.  The  Count 
blilfiied  as  he  received  it;  and  the  gift  of 
this  hand  rendered  him  the  happreft  of 
men,  as  hq  was  already  thq  mpft  beautiful 
and  brave, 

A  confinement  of  feven  years,  in  the 
prifon  of  Cairo,  had  indeed  a  little  lef- 
fened  the  frefhnefs  of  his  cheeks,  as  well 
as  the  luftre  of  his  eyes;  but  wholefome 
air,  activity,  and  labour,  thofe  admirable 
minifters  of  health,  had  already  repaired 
thefe  ravages  :  he  bloomed  again ;  like  the 
laurel  which,  after  being  confijied  during 
a  long  winter,  in  the  green-hqufe^  ilxoots 
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forth  in  fpring  its  glofly  .kaves  of  brit 
liant  verdurci  and  is  foon  loaded  with 
bloflbms. 

* 

We  are  atfeady  acquailited  with  thii 
Princefs's  preference  for  every  thing 
that  was  foreign :  Ihe  could  not,  thereforer 
refufe-her  admiration  and  intereft,  fortbe 
fine  figure  of  ber  European  gardener: 
we  will  by  no  means  fuppofe^  however, 
that  the  form  of  an  Endymion  did  not 
make,  on  the  young  lady's  heart,  anim- 
preffion  of  a  very  different  kind  to 
what  it  ever  felt  on  beholding  a  beautiful 
flower  or  a  new  fafhion. 

With  ^  graceful  affability,  (he  gave 
her  inftrudions  for  the  difpofal  of  the 
plants;  often  afked  his  advice;  and  con* 
trived  to  difcourfe  with  him,  as  long  ai 
file  could  find  any  thing  to  fay  refpeding 
her  garden.^  At  length,  flie  was  leaving 
him;  but  had  not  proceeded  ten  'fteps^ 
before  (he  returned,  and  gave  frefli  or- 
ders.     She  wiflied  to  have  her  other  beds 
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of  flowers  arranged  in  the  fame  manner; 
pafled  into  different  walks,  and  called 
him  after  her;  fometimes  to  alk  him 
a  queftion,  and  fometimes  to  propofe  an 
alteration. 

The  following  day,  when  the  air  began 
to  frefhen,  fhe  again  experienced  the 
neceffity  of  breathijig  it;  and  returned  to 
her  garden,  that  fhe  might  fe«,  as  flie 
iaid,  if  the  flowers  which  were  parched 
by  the  heat,  bad  revived.  She  did  not 
fail  to  fearch  the  place  where  the  hand* 
Ibme  gardener  laboured,  to  give  him 
frefh  orders,  which  he  executed  with  the 
livelieft  alacrity.  All  that  flie  direfted 
the  preceding  morning  had  been  arranged 
according  to  her  wiflies.  Her  garden 
became  Hill  more  interefting  to  her-;  flie 
daily  fpent  more  time  in  it;  and  every 
day  did  fhe  find  it  increafe  in  embelUfli- 
ments,  under  the  care  of  the  foreign 
gardener.  She  was  not  ungrateful ;  and 
thus,  he  continually  made  frefh  progrefs 
in  his  miflrefs's  favour.    One  morning. 
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when  either  the  defire  of  feeing  the  gar-  • 
den  or  the  gardener,  had  induced  her  to 
walk  earlier  than   ufual^  flie  perceived 
nothing  of  the  Count ;     fbe  .  -wandered 
through  all  its  winding  paths  and  terraceSf 
without  paying  the  fmalleft  attention  to 
her  favourite  flowers,  which  now  vainly 
difplayed  their  various  colours,  and  It* 
vifhed  their  fragrant  perfumes:  ihe  nei- 
ther faw  nor  fcented  them.    But,  on  her 
return,  cautioufly  fearched  the  arbours, 
the  pavilion,  the  grottos;  every  moment 
expeding  to  find  her  faithful  gardener 
afleep  in  fome  retired  place ;   and  antici* 
pating  pleafure  at  his  confufion,  on  find- 
ing  himfelf  awakened  by  his  miftrefs.  All 
was,  however,  in   vain:    the  handfome 
Boftangi  was  no  where  to  be  found :  ihe 
only  met  the  floic  Vert,  engaged  in  his 
ufual  employment,  that  of  drawing  water* 
When   he    perceived    the    Princefs,    he 
turned  out  of  the  way,  with  his  buckets^ 
that  he  might  not  incommode  her;  but 
{he  called  him,  and  enquired  what  was 
become  of  the  European  Boftangi, 
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**  He  is  confined  to  his  bed!"  replied 
the  rough  groom;  "  and,  I  fear,  he  will 
foon  be  in  his  grave.  He  labours  too 
hard;  and  has  not,  like  me,  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  it.  Befides,  a  Jew  doftor, 
who  has  got  him  in  his  hands,  will  foon 
kill  him  with  bleeding  him." 

The  heart  of  the  Sultan's  amiable 
daughter  was  aiBi6led  at  this  intelligence* 
She  had  not  fufpefted  that  an  indifpofi- 
tion  which  appeared  to  be  ferious  was  the 
caufe  of  her  favourite  gardener's  abfence; 
andf  r<eproached  herfelf  for  the  zeal  with 
which  he  had  lately  laboured  in  the  gar* 
den.  Uneafy,  agitated,  and  ftill  totally 
difregarding  her  flowers,  which  fhe  now 
alipoft  confidered  as  unlucky,  fhe  re- 
turned to  her  palace;  where  her  women 
inftantly  pierceived  that  fomething  had 
ruffled  the  ever  gay  fpirits  of  their  mif- 
trefs,  and  that  her  heart  was  opprelTed 
with  grief. 

Before  her  fetdrD)    fhe  had  flopped, 


.> 


■  ( 
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figbings  at  a  parterre,  and  filled  her  Httle 
balket  with  branches  of  cyprefs,  rofe- 
maryi.and  the  gloomy  fcabiousp  which 
pretty  clearly  announced  th^  uneafy  fcD't 
fations  of  her  mind.     The   fame  thing 
happened  for  feveral   days:    no    other, 
nofegay  ornamented   the   yafes   in  :  her. 
chamber;  no  fmile  dimpled  her  chee]kS|'J 
not  a  word  iifued  from  her  rofy  lips. 
Her  women  grew  alarmed;  and  confulted,  ^ 
together^  to  guefs  the  caufe  of  the  fajr  /: 
Melechfala's  grief:  but  that  which  ufu^  .. 
ally  happens,  in  all  female  (sonfultation^ 
happened  now ;  namely,  there  was  fuch . 
a  variety  of  opinions,    that  they  could 
come  to  no  decifion. 


The  fa6t  was,  that  the  Count,  weakened 
in  fome  degree  by  his  long  imprifon^ 
ment,  had  been  fo  eager  and  zealous  in 
obeying  the  young  Princefs;  in  flying,  at 
the  leafl;  word,  the  fmallefl  fign,  to  ex- 
ecute her  orders;  that  he  had  exerted 
^himfelf  above  his  ftrength,  and  was  feized 
with  a. violent  indifpofition.     However, 


■I 
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Oalen's  Hebrew  difciple,  or  rather  a  good 
tofiftitution,  had  freed  him  from  it;  and, 
fn  a  few  days,  he  was  able  to  return  to  his 
occupation. 

As  foon  as  the  Princefs  again  beheld 
him,  her  heart  was  relieved  of  the  load 
which  had  oppreffed  it:  ftie  filled  her 
bafik^t  with  flowers  of  every  kind ;  and 
returned  gaily  to  the  palace,  with  thofe 
fymbols  which  exprefTed  her  joy  at  hav- 
ing again  feen  him  whom  her  heart  ac- 
knowledged. The  female  fenate,  to  whom 
the  forrow  and  joy  of  Melechfala  was  an 
enigma,  unanimoufly  concluded  tliat  they  . 
might  attribute  both  to  fome  rare  plant 
in  her  garden,  which  fhe  had  thought  was 
(reriJhiiig,  and  which  had  that  day  bloom- 
ed again.  There  was  fome  truth  in  this; 
but,  they  little  fufp^fted  the  nature  of 
;liis  favourite  plant. 

The  Princefs  was  ais  innocent  as  when 
he  firft  came  forth  from  the  forming  hand 

VOL.   III.  E 
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of  nature.  She  had  no  idea  of  love; 
and  never  had  been  vamed  of  the  trickt 
which  thi*  frolickfome  God  fometime! 
playi  with  young  inexperienced  beauliesi 
Thui,  without  miftruft,  fhe  had  fuffered 
herfelf  to  be  guided  by  a  fee  ret  fenii- 
nent  which  pofleflied  her  whole  foul. 
She  had  never  thought  of  coofuhuig, 
with  regard  to  the  ftate  of  her  heart,  her 
ioterior  divani  cotnpofed  of  reafoO}  pru- 
dence, wifdpm,  and  reneS.ion;  whO} 
together,  would  have  apprifed  her  of  tbe  I 
danger  of  giving  way  to  a  fentiment  which 
daily  acquired  frefh  ftrcngih,  and  vibich. 
was  ho  other  than  love. 

We  fhail  be  alked,  without  doubt,  if  * 
the  Count,  who  on  this  fubjeS  bad  mpre 
experience  than  the  fair  Melechfala,  bid 
difcovered  nothing  analogous  to  ber 
feelings  in  his  own  fieart  ?  If  thaC'heait 
was  ftill  faithful  to  the  lovely  and  affec- 
tionate Odilc;  and,  if  it  did  not  permit 
itfelf  Tome  (light  abftra£tions  in  favour  of 
the  paragon  of  flowers  ?    An  opportunity  \ 
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fo  inviting,  and  an  eight  year's  abfence, 
might  difpofe  the  reader  to  indulgence : 
but  the  truth  is,  that  we  poffefs  no  do- 
cunients  which  can  refolve  our  doubts 
on  this  fubjeft.  Let  each  fpoufe  put 
himfelf  in  the  Count's  place;  and  judge 
him,  by  what  he  himfelf  would  have  done. 
It  is  certain  that  the  extraordinary  zeal 
which  he  exerted  in  her  fervice,  his  ea- 
gernefs  in  flying  at  the  fmalleft  fignals  of 
his  fair  miftrefs,  might  induce  us  to  pre- 
fume  that  he  fhared  the  fentiments  which 
he  infpired;  but,  this  is  only  conjeflure: 
and  we  likewife  might  charitably  confider 
this  zeal  as  an  effefl:  of  the  manners  of  the 
age,  which  impofed  a  law  on  knights  to 
devote  themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  the 
ladies. 

To  proceed,  how^ever,  in  our  ftory : 
few  days  pafledj  in  which  the  Princefs 
had  not  interviews  with  her  Boftangi, 
She  cqnverfed  with  him  in  friendfliip  and 
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confidence  :  the  fweetnefs  of  her  voice, 
(he  affcflionate  terms  (he  employetl,  ihe 
i'ubjeCls  of  converfaiion  which  fhe  intfo- 
duccd,  every  word  that  proceeded  froto 
her  moulh,  had  fomething  in  it  afFeftion- 
aie  and  flattering;  and  any  one,  more 
confident  and  prefumpmoiis  than  the 
Count,  would  not  have  failed  taking  ad-, 
vantage  of  fuch  an  opportunity,  and 
gaining  compleat  pofTcffion  of  ibe  heart 
that  was  offered  him.  A  French  knight 
would  foon  have  concluded  the  adventure: 
but  ihe  Germans  are  not  fo  hafly;  and, 
CouruErneft  flill  kept  himfelf  within  ihc 
limits  of  the  moft  profound  rcfpeS,  and 
guarded  difcretion.  The  Princefs,  like- 
wife,  litti«  verfed  in  the  arts  of  coquetfj'j 
was  ignorant  of  the  manner  of  making, 
with  addrefs,  the  neceffary  approaches  to 
conquer  a  lover's  timidity;  and  this  in- 
trigue would,  probably,  have  been  con- 
fined on  both  (ides,  within  the  bounds  of 
good-will,  and  not  advanced  a  ftep  far- 
ther, had  not  chance,  which  fomelimes 
perfonns  a  more  important  part  in  the 
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deftinies'of  men  than  they  are  to  apt  to 
thinky-  given  another  turn  to  the  afFair.- 

Towards  the  decline  of  a  beautiful  day^ 
the  Princefs  was  walking  in*  her  gardeh;- 
Her  foul  was  pure  and  fercne  as:  the 
horizon;  and  fhe  was  familiarly  converf- 
ing  with  her  Boftangi,  while  filling  her 
bafket  with  flowers.  She,  at  length,  fat 
down  in  an  arbour,  with  the  baflvct  on  her 
kip;  felefted  fome  flowers;  formed  thefti 
into  a  nofegay,.  and  prefenied  it  to  tha 
Count.  The  latter  received,  with  a  lively 
expreflion  of  tendernefs  and  gratitude,  this 
token  of  the  favour  of  his  charming  mif- 
trefs  ;  and  placed  it  in  his  bofom,  without 
thinking  that  this  arrangement  of  flowers' 
had  any  particular  fignification*  He  had 
no  idea  of  any  hierbglyphical  manner  of 
cxprefling  the  fentiments  of  the  mind; 
and,  as  the  Princefs  had  confided  to  no 
one  the  hidden  fenfe  which  flie  had  in- 
tended to  convey  in  her  nofegay ;  as  we 
jire  ignorant,  likewife,  of  the  flowers  oF 
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which  it  was  compofed  ;  it  is  loft  to  pof- 
terity,  as  it  was  to  the  Count;  and  wc 
cannot  explain,   to  our  young  readers, 
.  this  method  of  making  a  confefiion. 


^. 


However,  Melechfala,  who  believed 
the  language  of  flowers  was  underftood 
by  every  man  as  well  as  his  mother's 
tongue,  did  not  doubt  that  her  favourite 
.-  perfeflly  comprehended  the  meaning  of 
what  fhe  had  addrcffed  to  him.  She  was 
flill  more  confirmed  in  her  error,  by  the 
rerpe51ful  and  grateful  air  of  the  Count 
as  he  received  jt.  She  determined,  there- 
fore, on  trying  the  talents  of  her  gar- 
dener this  way,  and  obferving  how  he 
would  fucceed  in  forming,  with  flowers, 
the  fentimenis  that  were  expreffed  on  hii 
countenance;  fhe  therefore  aflced  of  him, 
in  exchan^ne,  a  nofegay  of  his  compofi- 
tion.  The  Count,  enraptured  at  this 
uncommon  affability  of  his  auguft  mif- 
trefs,  flew  inftantly  to  the  farther  end  of 
the  garden.     He  had,  there,   his   green- 
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houfe,  where  he   reared  his   flowers  to 
fupply  the  parterre. 

He  now  found  there  a  very  beaittifub 
and  fragrant  plants  which  had  juft  bloom- 
ed, called  mouchuroumi^  by  the  Arahs,. 
and  which  had  not  yet  appeared  in  the 
garden.  The  Count  thought,  that  this 
new  flower  would  pleafe  his  miftrefs:  he, 
therefore,  gathered  it;  and,  kneeling, 
prefented  it  to  her  on  a  large  fig-leaf. 
His  air,  though  refpeSful,  ftemed  to 
announce  expeflations  of  receiving  praife 
for  the  choice  of  his  prefent:  but,  what 
was  his  furprife,  at  obferving  the  Princefs 
turn  away  her  head,  on  fight  of  his  ho- 
inage !  Her  eyes  were  fixed  to  the  groundf 
with  an  exprefliDn  of  offended  modefty, 
and  flie  did  not  fpeak  a  word:  at  length, 
flie  took  the  flower,  with  a  trembling 
hand,  without  raifing  her  head,  and  placed 

*  A  fpccies  of  hyacinth. 
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\f,  on  the  bench  unnoticed*  Her  kino- 
^  cent  gaiety  had  <^ifappeared,  though  flie' 
gradually  recovered  from  her  confufioD*# 
but  fhe  aflumed  a  haughty  expreffibn  i>f  A 
countenance^  which  announced  wounded^, 
pride ;  and,  a  few  moments  after,'  arofe^,  ^ 
and  quitted  the  arbour,  without  fpieak-;  > 
ing,  or  honouring  with  a  fingle  look  b!^v'  'j 
difmayed  gardener.  She, .  however,-  took  ''i 
away  the  mouchi-roumi,  with  an  embark;  ^ 
raffed  countenance,  and  concealing  itr  f 
carefully  beneath  her  veiL  :    /^ 

The  Count,  aftoniflied  at  this  difplea- 
fure,  could  not  conceive  the  reafon  of 
fo  myfterious  a  condu£l,  and  remained 
on  his  kn^es  fome  time  after  the  Pr)Dce&^ 
had  quitted  him,  in  the  attitude  of  re* 
pentance.  He  was  deeply  affli6led  at- 
having  offended,  though  unwillingly  and 
unconfcioufly,  her  whom  he  almoft  re- 
garded as  a  divinity.  Having  recovered, 
in  fome  degree,  from  his  furprife,  be 
returned  forrowfuUy  to  his  dwelling;  bis 
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heart  harrowed  up,  like  a  criminal  who' 
has  juft  committed  fome  heinous  crime. 

The  faithful  Curt  ferved  him  his  fup- 
per:  the   Count   fat   down    to  it  with  a 
melancholy  air,  but  felt   no  inclination 
to  eat.     The  fquire  prefently  perceived, 
that  his  matter  was  afflifled  with  grief> 
he  went  out,  arid  returned  with  a  bottle 
of  Cyprus  wine.   He  uncorked  it;  poured 
out  a  glafs  for  his  matter;  and  prefented 
itr  to  him  with  fuch  honeft  affeflion,   that 
the  Count  could  not  refufe  to  accept  it.. 
The    liquor    prefently     reanimated    hiss- 
drooping  fpirits  ;  his  foul  opened  to  con- 
fidence;  and  he   related  to  his  compa- 
nion the  whole  adventure  of  the  garden. 
They   remained   together,    during    fome 
hours  of  the  night,  forming  conjeftures 
on  what  might  have  caufed  the  Princefs's 
diflatisfa£lion;  without,  however,  coming^r. 
to  any  fatisfa£lory  concluGons.  - 
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At  length,  the  knight  and  fquire  fepa- 
rated,  in  fearch  of  repofe.  The  latter, 
who  had  not  been  prefenting  the  mouchi- 
roumi  to  any  one,  foon  found  in  it  the 
defired  refrefhment;  but  fleep  never 
clofed  tlie  eyes  of  the  Count,  and  the 
riGng  of  the  fun  called  him  to  his  ufual 
employments. 

At  the  hour  when  Melechfala  was  ac* 
cjiftomed  to  vilit  her  garden,  the  Count 
looked  into  every  walk  which  led  to  the 
palace,  but  in  vain;  not  a  door  opened, 
and  he  could  no  longer  doubt  that  he  was 
in  difgrace  with  his  fair  miftrefs:  but 
how  he  had  incurred  it,  in  offering  her, 
by  her  own  order,  a  flower,  with  every 
token  of  refpeft,  he  was  unable  to  com- 
prehend. If  he  had  been  acquainted  with 
the  language  of  flowers,  he  would  not 
have  found  fuch  difliculty  in  guefSng  the 
motives  of  the  Princefs's  conduft. 

By  offering  her  the  mouchiroumi,  he 
had  unfufpeftingly  made  a  declaration  of  . 
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love,  in  proper  form :  accompanied,  too, 
with  the  certainty  that- his  vows  would 
not  be  rejefted;  and  that  the  woman,  to 
whom  he  offered  this  myfterious  flow^, 
would  confent  to  beftow  on  him  her  hand 
for  life.  The  mouchi-roumi  is,  withlhe 
Arabs,  what  a  flaming  brand  is  among 
favages ;  they  never  think  of  prefenting 
it,  except  when  they  are  pretty  fare  of 
their  mark  :  and,  when  an  Arabian  lover 
fends  to  his  miftrefs-  a  branch  of  the 
mouchi-roumi,  he  always  expefls  that  (he 
will  anfwer  it  by  the  only  rhyme  which 
the  Arab  language  has  for  this  word :  this 
rhyme  is  "  yds-kerumi ^'^  which  fignifies, 
**  love  for  love.'' 

We  muft  admit,  that  they  cannot  reveal 
their  love,  and  hopes,  in  a  concifer  or 
clearer  manner.  Here  are  no  infipid 
difcourfes;  no  infignificant  billets  doux; 
which  may  be  loft,  intercepted,  badly 
written,  or  ill  underftood,  and  bring  a 
thoufand  evils  and  troubles  on  thofe  who 
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write  them :  while,  in  the  eaft,  a  flower, 
and  a  word,  do  the  whole  bufinefs.  It  is 
much  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  weftern  na- 
tions would  adopt  this  manner  of  under- 
{landing  each  other :  but,  as  the  mouchi- 
roumi  feldom  flourifhes  in  our  climates, 
our  fldlful  workmen  in  artificial  flowers 
might  eftablifh  manufa6lories  of  them,  to 
be  ready  in  all  feafons,  and  this  branch  of 
commerce  would  furely  become  very  lu- 
crative. In  Europe,  when  the  manners 
are  .more  mild  and  civilifed,  a  lover 
would  not  have  to  fear  paying,  with  his 
life,  the  homage  of  a  mouchi-roumi.  The 
worft  that  could  happen  to  him,  would  be 
a  refufal;  accompanied,  probably,  with  a 
fmile,  which  would  give  him  hopes  of 
feeing  it  accepted  the  next  day :  but,  in 
the  eaft,  it  is  fomewhat  different,  and  the 
mouchi-roumi  is  not  always  prefented 
with  impunity.  If  the  PrinceCs  Melech- 
fala  had  not  pofTefTed  a  good  and  tender 
heart,  or  if  the  pride  of  a  Sultan's  daugh- 
ter had  not  been  oppofed  by  the  power 
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of  love,  the  Count  might  have  forfeited 
his  head  for  this  innocent  gallamry.     « 

But,  however,  appearances  might  be, 
the  Princefs  was  far  from  being  really 
difpleafed  at  the  offer  of  the  mouchi-, 
roumi;  and  the  very  fight  of  this  flower  • 
had  caufed  the  foft  and  harq^ionious 
chord  of  fympathy  to  vibrate  in  her 
bofom.  The  trial,  however,  had  borne 
hard  on  a  virgin's  timidity,  when  her  gar- 
dener  made  her  fo  unequivocal  a  declara* 
tion.  Divided  between  modefty  and 
lave,  a  tender  blufli,  which  her  veil  con- 
cealed from  her  fortunate  lover,  had  fuf- 
fufed  her  lovely  countenance,  and  her 
bofom  heaved  with  emotion.  AfFeQion 
and  timidity  difputed,  by  turn,  the  pof. 
feflion  of  her  foft  and  feeling  foul;  and 
her  embarraffment  was  fuch,  that  (he  had 
quitted  the  Count,  without  being  able  to 
articulate  *a  fingle  word.  She  had  hefi^ 
tated  fome  time,  undetermined  what  fhe 
fhould  do  with  the  mouchi-roumi.  To 
rejeft  it,  was  depriving  him  whom   flie 
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loved  of  all  hope;  on  the  contrary,  t(3  re- 
ceive it,  would  be  crowning  all  his  wilbes, 
■*.    and  uniting  her  fate  to  his  for  life  :  either 
of  thefe  were  too  violent  to  adopt.  Love, 
V^  at  length,  as  ufually  happens,  made  her 
jl^'  fufpend   the   balance  in  uncertainty;  ftie 
^M    did  not  pronounce,     it  is  true,   the  fweet 
;  words,  Ydi-Kerumi:  but,  flie   took  away 
the  flower;    which,  at  leaft,  infured  ihe 
Count  his  head. 

-  Tbe  cotiteft  in  the  bofocn  of  the  poor 
Princefs  was  renewed,  when  fhe  entered 
her  palace.  Her  fiiuation  was  far  from 
pleafant;  what  Ibould  fhe  do  with  her 
mouchi-roumi  P  Could  fhe  rifk,  in  lay- 
ing her  heart  open  to  a  confident,  trufting 
to  the  chance  of  her  difcretion,  the  life  of 
her  lover,  and  her  own  fate  ? 

It  is  more  eafy  for  a  mortal  to  furprife 
a   Goddefs   of    Olympus    in    her   bath| 
than    it    is  for  an  hiftorian   to    difcover 
what  an  eaftern  Princefs  is  doing  in  the  ^ 
interior  of  her  feraglio.     It  is,  therefore^  ' 
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impoffible  for  us  to  learn  how  the  myU 
terious  flower  was  treated,  after  the  re- 
turn of  the  fair  Melechfala.  , 

Whether  Ihe  negligently  threw  it  afide, 
without  troubling  herfelf  about  its  fa- 
ding ;  or  had  immerfed  it  in  frefh  water, 
to  preferve  it;  whether  it  was  expofed  to 
the  curious  infpeftion  of  her  maidens,  or 
was  concealed  from  every  eye.  The 
reader  mull  remain  in  the  fame  ignorance 
as  ourfelves,  as  well  on  this  fubjeft  as  on 
the  manner  in  which  Melechfala  paffed 
the  night  that  followed  this  adventure. 
All  we  know  with  certainty  is,  that  (he  ap- 
peared, next  day,  with  cheeks  fo  pale,  and 
a  countenance  altogether  fo  expreflive 
of  illnefs,  that  the  palace  refounded  with 
lamentation,  and  her  women  were  per- 
fuaded  that  (he  was  menaced  with  fome 
dangerous  malady. 

The  court  phyfician  was  called  in; 
this  was  the  fame  Ifraelite  who  had  cured 
the  Count  of  his  illnefs.    The  Princefrj 
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according  to  the  cuftoms  of  the  countrj^ 
was  repofing  on  a  fofa:  before  her-  was 
placed  a  large  fcrecn,  through  which  (he 
paffed  her  fair  arm;  covered,  however, 
with  mudin.  The  doftor  difcreetly  felt 
her  pulfe — ''  Good  God!"  whifpered  he, 
to  the  firfl  of  her  waiting  women,  *'  her 
Highnefs  is  very  ill;  her  pulfe  is  very 
irregular!"  He  then  fhook  his  head,- 
with  a  fignificant  look,  as  the  pupils  of 
Efculapius  generally  do;  prefcribed  calm- 
ers  and  corroborants;  and  retired :  having 
firft  pronounced,  that  he  feared  it  was  a 
flow  fever.  Notwithftanding  all  the  re- 
fpeft  which  is  due  to  phyficians,  we  beg 
our  readers,  however,  not  to  be  alarmed 
refpefling  the  condition  of  the  young 
Erincefs.  All  thefe  fad  fymptoms,  which 
betokened  a  ferious  illncfs,  were  but  the 
efFefl  of  a  fleeplefs  night.  After  the  pa- 
tient had  taken  her  Jie/la^  at  the  ufual. 
hour,  (he  found  herfelf  much  better;  and, 
towards  evening,  to  the  great  furprife  of 
the  Efculapian  Jew,  who  did  not,  how* 
ever,  fail  imputing  it  to  his  medicines,  flie 
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was  entirely  out  of  danger,  and  he  found 
nothing  more  neceffary  to  be  prefcribed 
but  a  few  day's  repofe. 

She  employed  this  interval,  in  reflefl-^ 
ing  ferioudy  on  the  intrigue  in  which  {he 
was  involved;  and  on  the  means  of  fup- 
preffing,  or  realizing,  the  hopes  which  fhe 
had  infpired,  by  her  accepting  the  mou- 
chi^roumi.  A  thoufand  different  plans 
prefented  themfelves  to  her  mind,  and 
were  fucceffively  difcufTed  and  rejefled.. 
Sometimes,  all  appeared  eafy  to  her  im-. 
agination,  and  the  mod  infurmountable 
obftacles  difappeared  :  at  others,  fhe  faw 
before  her  only  gulphs  and  precipices; 
and  nothing  offered  itfelf  to  her  mind^ 
which  could  open  to  her  the  path  of  hap- 
pinefs,  through  all  the  difficulties  which 
prefented  themfelves.  The  refult  wras,. 
however,  to  pleafe  her  inclinations, 
whatever  it  might  cod  her,  Refolutions 
of  this  kind  are  not  rare,  among  the  lovely 
daughters  of  Eve.     It  is  true,  that,  they 
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too  often  pay  for  them,  with  the  tranqui' 
lity  and  rciAiCc  of  their  whole  lives. 

The  doors  of  the  feraglio  were  at 
length  opened:  the  fair  Melechfala  left 
the  palace,  brilliant  as  the  riflng  fun ;  and 
proceeded  to  the  garden,  with  a  timid 
ftep. 

The  Count,  concealed  within  a  vine 
arbour,  obfcrved  her.  His  heart  beat 
with  emotion :  joy,  fear,  a  confufcd 
hope  of  good  fortune  prognoflicatcd  by 
this  vifit|  at  once  adailcd  his  bofom. 
Did  fhe  bring  with  her  his  pardon,  or 
condemnation  ?  In  fliort,  the  heart  of  the 
handfomc  gardener  was  much  agilatedf 
but  he  would  have  had  fome  difliculty  to 
adign  the  true  reafon  of  it.  Without  for- 
gietting  his  Odilc,  he  felt  his  inclinations 
wavc*r  towards  Meb-chfala.  We  are  told, 
indeed,  that  men  have  a  wonderful  faci- 
lity in  nr)uri(hing  two  affections  at  once, 
without  injurin<j  each  other. 
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The  Princefs.prefently  fent  back  her  at- 
tendants. It  was  eafy  to  fee,  that  flow- 
ers and  poetry  were  not  the  objefts  which 
now  occupied  her  mind ;  fhe  went  ftraight 
to  the  arbour  in  which  the  Count  was 
flationed,  and  he  did  not  endeavour  to 
avoid  her.  When  (he  was  within  a  few 
paces  of  him,  he  threw  himfelf  on  his 
knees,  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  earth;  and, 
with  the  fuppliantair  of  a  criminal,  who 
is  expefting  fentence  from  his  judge — the 
Princefs  addrefled  him;  and  faid,  in  a 
mild  and  afFedionate  manner — ^^  Rife, 
Boftangi,  and  follow  me  into  this  ar- 
bour!" 

The  Count  Clently  obeyed;  and  (he 
then  fpoke  to  him  in  thefe  words — "  The 
will  of  the  prophet  be  done!  I  have  in- 
voked him,  during  three  days  and  three 
nights;  befeeching  him,  in  my  prayers,  to 
let  me  know,  by  fome  fign,  if  he  approved 
or  not,  of  the  fentiments  with  which  my 
heart  is  infpired.  He  has  been  filent; 
and  his  filence,  is  to  me,  the  fign  of  his 
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approbation.  The  Sultan's  daughter^  has 
not  difriained  to  receive  the  mouchi-rou- 
mi  from  the  hand  of  her  (lave,  and  hef 
fate  is  decided.  Do  not  delay  going  to 
the  Iman,  and  begging  him  to  conduct 
thee  to  ihe  mofque,  that  he  niay  there 
imprefs  on  thee  the  fcal  of  the  faithful. 
My  father,  then,  will  not  refufe  his  be- 
loved daughter's  wifhes  to  fee  thee  in- 
creafe,  as  the  wave  of  the  Nile,  when  it 
overflows,  its  too  narrow  banks,  and  in* 
undatcs  the  country.  He  will  give  thco 
a  province  to  govern;  and,  when  thou 
flialt  be  a  13ey,  thou  mayeft  raife  thine 
eyes  even  to  the  throne.  The  Sultan 
wall,  not  refufe,  for  a  fon-in-law,  him 
whom  the  prophet  has.  defigned  to  he 
fuch." 

This  difcourfe  made  an  impreflion  orr 
the  Count,  fimilar  to  that  of  an  enchant^ 
cd  ring,  which  the  power  of  a  fairy  di- 
refts.  He  remained,  for  fome  moments, 
without  fenfe  or  motion.  His  cheeks 
loll  their  colour,  and  his  tongue  refufed 
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ks  ofEce.  He  comprehended,  indeed^ 
the  fenfe  of  the  Princefs's  words,  but  the 
means  of  becoming  the  Sultan's  fon-in- 
law  was  ftill  an  enigma  to  him. 

His  countenance  expreffed  little  of  the 
exultation  of  a  favoured  lover  c  but  love> 
like  therifing  fun,  illumines  every  obje6t 
which  furrouiids'  it.  Melechfala  miltook 
the  fymptoms  of  aftonifliment,  for  thofe 
of  tranfport  and  joy ;  and  attributed  the  dif* 
ordei"  of  the  Count's  mind,  and  his  filence, 
to  the  excefs  of  his  paffion,  which  could 
not  fupport  fuch  unexpefted  happinefs. 
Yet  a  fecret  fentiment  of  virgin  modefty 
whifpered  her,  that  fhe  had,  .  perhaps, 
proceeded  too  haftily,  in  thus  announc- 
ing, at  once,  the  ultimatum  oi  her  heart; 
and  that,  probably,  (he  had  furpafled  her 
lover's-  expeftatioris. 

She,  therefore,  refumed  her  difcourfe'; 
and  faid — "You  do  not  anfwer,  Boftangi ! 
Be  not  furprifed,  at  learning,  fo  foon, 
from  my  mouth,  the  imprelfion  that  your 
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mouchi-roumi^s  fweet  odour  has  made 
on  my  heart.  This  heart  has  never 
known  difguife  :  would  it,  then,  have  a£t- 
ed  juftly,  to  have  left  you  in^doubt  rcf- 
peBing  your  hopes ;  and  render  ftill 
more  difficult  the  ftcep  path  which  you 
muft  neceflarily  afcend,  before  you  can 
afpire  to  the  daughter  of  a  Siiltan  ?" 

During  this  difcourfe,  the  Count  had 
time  to  recover  from  his  aftonifliment, 
and  to  refume  his  courage  aiid  prefence 
of  mind:  as  a  warrior,  awakened  in  the 
night  by  an  alarm-fignal,  prefently  throws 
olF  the  apprehcnfions  of  the  firft  moment. 

"  Radiant  daughter  of  the  eaft,"  faid 
he,  "how  fliall  the  weak  fhrub,  which 
grows  amidft  thorns,  dare  to  afpire  to 
the  happinefs  of  flourifhing  beneath  the 
fweet  (hade  of  the  paragon  of  flowers ! 
will  it  not,  at  once,  be  torn  up  with  in- 
dignation, like  the  weed;  and  thrown 
afar  off,  to  wither  and  perifh  in  the  burn- 
ing  rays  of  the  fun  ?     If  the  zephyr,   in 
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fporting  around  thee,  fcatter  a  grain  of 
duft  on  thy  diadem,  a  thoufand  hands  are 
raifed  to  remove  it.  How  {hall  the  hum- 
ble flave  afpire  to  tafte  the  delicious 
fruits,  which  are  deftined  but  for  the 
palates  of  kings?  In  compliance  with 
the  orders  thou  gaveft  thy  fervant,  I 
fought  the  mod  beautiful  flower,  that 
which  might  feem  mod  agreeable  in 
thine  eyes;  I  found  the  mouchi-rouiiii, 
whofe  name  was  unknown  to  me,  as  well 
as*its  myfterious  fignification,  of  which 
I  am  ftill  ignorant.  Think  not  that  thy 
flave,  in  prefenting  it,  had  any  other  idea, 
than  that  of  obedience  to  thy  will !" 

This  reply  greatly  furprifed  the  Prin- 
cefs.  She  had  never  conceived,  that  a 
European,  in  prefenting  a  woman  the 
mouchi-roumi,  would  not  annex  to  it  the 
fame  idea  as  that  which  fo  naturally  offer- 
ed itfelf  to  the  inhabitants  of  other  parts 
of  the  wprld.  She  now  perceived  that 
(he  was  in  an  error,  and  had  gone  too 


I 


} 
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he  had  fo  long  vainly  expe£ied  in  his 
prifon*,  under  the  form  of  a  vile  gnome^ 
or  a  hideous  demon,  now  appeared  to 
him  in  the  features  of  love;  and  dif- 
played  all  the  refources  of  his  dan- 
gerous power  to  engage  him  to  break 
hi^  faith)  to  be  iaconftant  to  his  tender 
wife,  to  forget  the  children  (he  bad  borae 
bim. 

;  **  It  is  in  your  power,"  faid  the  k* 
ducer,  ♦*  to  barter  your  ohtains  of  flavery^ 
for  thofe  of  a  happy  lo^er.  The  firft 
beauty  of  the  eaft  offe^rs  jherfelf  to  you; 
^and)  witb  her,  all  the  enjoyments  which 
can  flatter  the  fo^l  of  a  mortal.  A  flame^ 
|>ure  as  the  veftal^re,  is  lighted  up,  for 
you,  in  her  virgin  bofom :  it  will  deftroy 
her,  if  a  falfe  vrrtue,  which  would  be 
but  a  folly,  jhould  induce  you  to  rejeft 
her  heart.  Conceal,  for  a  fliort  time, 
under  the  turban,  youi^  tfoe  faith  and 
belief.  Pope  Gregory  has  holy  water 
fufiicieht  to  wa(h  out,-  arid  efface,  this 
VOL.  liu  r" 


flight  fpot  from  yoar  fool.  Perhapf,  -k 
is  referved  for  you,  to  gain  over^  to  the 
trae  God,  the  angelic  foul  of  the  Prin- 
ccfs;  and,  to  conduft  her  to  Heaven  1* 

The  Count  would  iong  have  UfteDedlf( 
this  infidi6ut  Ian^age,'if  hit  good  angeli 
vho  watched  over  him,  had  HQt^.  in  tilnH 
exhorted  him  not  to  give  way  to  the  i^ei^ 
fidioQs  infinuations  of  the  tempter.  There 
was  no  tiflUe  to  lofe,  if  the  Count  9*as  ta 
be  faved  firon  ^  SeAiaBkmM  of  lnii4eait 
and  Cenfes.  The  words  expired  many 
times  ^on  his  lips,  when  he  was* going  ta 
anfwer  her;  divided  as  he  wais,  between 
two  -contrary  fentimenta.  At  length,  he 
to6k  courage,    and  thus   fpoke   to  the 


^  The  traveller,  wandering  in  the  bum* 
ing  delarts  of  Syria,  vainly  defires  to 
refrelh  his  thirfty  tongue  at  the  fources 
of  the  Nile:  his  powerlefs  wifhes  only 
augment  his  burning  thirfi,  and  tonneot 
him  the  more.  O  thou,  the  moftamiable  of 
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women !  think  not^  that  I  have  permitted 
my  heart  to  form  a  wilh  which  cpuld  have 
ho  other  eflFeft  than  to*  render  me  the 
moft  unfortunate  of  men,  fipce  it  cannot 
be  nourifhed  by  hope.  Know  that,  in 
my  country,  the  bands  of  Hymen  have 
united  me  to  <a  tender  and  virtuous  wo- 
man; and  that  two  young  children  already 
lifped,  when  I  quitted  it,  the  fweet  and 
tender  name  of  father !  How  can  a  heart, 
divided  in  its  regret,  a  heart  even  now 
torn  by  grief  and  affeQion,  be  worthy  of 
baingoiFered  to«tbe  pearl  of  beauty." 

This  declaration  was  pretty  clear,  and 
the  Count  hoped  to  extricate  hitnfelf  fron^ 
his  dangerous  adventure,  like  a  bravQ 
and  loyal  knight:  but  the  Princefs  had 
fome  difficulty  to  perfuade  herfelf,  that  a 
man  fo  young,  and  who  already  knew 
that  he  was  beloved,  could  fefift  hei; 
charms.  From  the  ideas  adopted  in  her 
country,  {he  felt  no  difinclination  to  fbare 

F   « 


41  faktf  Dg  wbMi  flui  H90Mr  iiM^;iiieli  Ae 
.ftoaUl  euhifiveiy  poficfik 

.  .'rShe  had  oftjin  hearcff  «  tlie  fttatj^  ■ 
*dM.afi0&km  vtf  men  c<mipimd  tb  i  t^^ 
of  filk;  ifhSkh  we  may  iepance  aad'-itki' 
divide^  mnd  yet;  each  divifion  wifl  fiiiil^i 
fievfieft  diread :  -  ^^  utgeakHuxompariialib  * 

^idmit  in  love. 


.4 


Metech&h  ia&f  imSAc^  .4een  l^fM 
her  infancy,  in  ber  father's  liarems  ^^ 
queni  examples' of?  this  divifibility  of  love, 
and  the  harmony  .which  reigned  amoog 
all  the  Sultan's  favourites. 

^.^^ou  cdl  me  the -paragon  Hof  flowers!* 
ihe  therefore  replied,  after  a  momeDt'f 
pau£e ;  ^^  but  fee  you  not,  in  this  garden, 
ftill  maiky  other  flowers  l>loom;  wbicb, 
by  their  variety  of  colours  and  forms, 
|>leafe  likewife  the  eye  and  the  heart  ?  I 
do  not  forbid  your  iharing,  with  me,  this 

<lclight«    Do  I  require  of  you  to  plantf   \ 

i 
I 


^  \. 
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in  your  garden,  one  flower  alone,  and 
fatigue  your  eye  with  admiring  that  onlyP 
Your  wife  will  fhare  with  tne  the  good 
fortane  I  dcfign  for  you  :  you  will,  bring 
htfv  to  your  harem;  I  fhall  receive -her; 
with  pJeafure>  fhe  will  be  my  dearefl: 
tompanion;  and  we  ftall  love  each  other, 
beeaufe  we  both*  lave  you.  Hfer  chiU 
dren  will  be  mine;^  I  fhall  be  td  them  as 
a  falutary  fbade,  under  which  they  wiil^ 
profper,  and  flourifh,  in  a  foreign  foiH'- 

Our  age  has  not  carried  toldr^tiod '  fo 
£itr  in  love,  a&  in  religioii :  thds  d6£brinef 
ef  the  fair-Meleebfall  win  thus  appeal 
fomewhat  ftrange,  to*  the  greater  part  of 
out  readers.  Btit,  in  the  eaft^  the  demonr 
of  jealoufy  holds  far  lefs  empire  oveit 
the  fairer  part  of  the  human  race;  but, 
tiien^  to  make  atneitds,  he  rules  there  the 
ether  fex  with  a  fceptre  of  iron* 

Count  Erneft  was  affefied  at  the  fince-* 
rity  of  the   Princefs,  ahd  her  pltafing 

»  3 
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method  of  arrangement;  and  who  know«, 
but  what  he  was  of  her  opinion?. Two 
invincible  obftacles,  however,  oppofed 
the  execution  of  this  plan  of  conjugal 
felicity :  one  was,  the  diflEcuity  of  ob« 
taining  the  confent  of  his  virtuous  Ger« 
man  wife;  the  other,  the  denial  of  bi& 
faith.  It  appeared  even  more  impoffible, 
to  the  devotional '  red-crofs  knight  to 
have  two  religions,  than  it  was  to  have 
two  wives. 

He  did  not  conceal  this  laft  fcruple 
from  the  fair  Melechfala,  who  likewife 
found  mare  difficulty  in  getting  over  this 
obftacle  than  the  former;  and  they  were 
obliged  to  break  up  the  conference,  be- 
fore any  thing  could  be  decided  orv. 

We  already  know  that  the  faithful  Curt 
had  a  feat,  and  a  vote.  In  the  Count's 
privy  councils;  during  fupper,  therefore, 
he  was  informed  of  all  the  events  of  the 
day,  by  his  mafter,  whofe  mind  felt  far 
from  being  at  eafe.     Wc  may  prefume, 
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that  a  fpark  of  love  had  efcaped  the  hearts 
of  the  Princefs,  and  had  lighted  in  his  a^ 
fire: which  the*  afbes  of  conjugal  aflSjftion' 
had  not  fucceeded  in- entirely  extinguifh- 
ing.  An  abfence,  indeed,  of  feven  years,- 
and  the  opportunity  \rhich  fo  naturally 
prefented  itfelf,  of  occupyiog  his  heart 
in  an  intejrefting  manner,  were  more  than- 
fufiicient  to  caufe  a  little  buftle  in  the 
interior  of.  a  man  whom  nature  had  made 
very,  irritable.  ,    . 

-  The  fqurre  liftened^  attentively,  to  all? 
that  his  auguft  mafter  confided  to  him:: 
and,  having  deliberately  weighed  in  thia^ 
affair,  the  reafons  for  and  againft,  his^ 
advice  Vas,  to  feize  at  once,  and  without 
hedtition,  the  means  of  deliverance  which: 
prefented  themfelves :  to  accept,  uncon^ 
ditionally,  the  plan  propofed  by  the  Prin*- 
cefs,  and  to  leave  the  reft  to  Heaven*^ 

*>  You  arc,"  faid  be,   "lofk  to.  your 
country;  plunged,  here,  in  the  abyfs  of 

M 
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flavery;  and  have  no  means  of  extricating 
yourfelf,  but  thofe  vrbich  love  prefents 
to  you.  Your  fpoufe  was,  undoubtedly,, 
a  virtuous  and  lovely  lady:  bat,  your 
chimerical  fidelity  will  not  reftore  her  to 
your  embraces.  If,  during  feven  year's 
reparation,  grief  has  not  (hortened  her 
days,  the  confoling  hand  of  time  has< 
probably  dried  up  ber  tears:  and^  pefw 
haps,  lefs  fcrupulous  than  yoiirfelf,  fhe 
has  already  difpofed  of  her  heave  in  fa- 
vour of  another  hufband But,  to 

break  your  faith,  feems  tlid  mbft  difficult 
point!  However,  there  is  a  remedy  for 
all  things  but  death.  It  is  not  the  caftdmf 
in  your  country,  for  a  wife  to  give  the  laV 
to  her  hufband ;  td  prefcribe  to  him  hh 
religion,  and  teach  him  the  way  to  Hea^ 
ven :  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  his  duty  to> 
guidd  her  in  this  path;  (he  ought  to  go 
before  him,  as  thef  cloud  befote  the.breaith 
of  the  wind,  without  looking  either  to 
the  right  6t  the  left^  Infift  boHlyy  there- 
fore, with  the  Princefs,  that  fee  abjare 
the  falfe  doftrine  of  her  prophet.     If  flie 
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really  loves  you,  (he  will  eafily  be  in* 
dttced  to  renounce  her  Paradife;  to  pb* 
tain^  with  you,  that  of  the  Chriftian's} 
and  each  word  of  yoar's  will  carry  per* 
faafion  to  her  foul," 

,  The  able  cafirift^  Curt,  argued  a  Iqng^ 
tkne,  in  order  to  perfuade  his  matter  to 
}&y  hold  of  the  good  fortune  which  was 
offered  hin)>  and  to  renounce  his  firft  en^* 
gagetnents.  The  heart  of  the  latter  feh| 
indeed,  very  uneafy :  he  retired  to  his 
couchi  but  could  not  fleep;  his  mind  was^ 
fatigued  with  conflicting  defigns  and  fen^- 
dnicnts,  atnd  he  could  decide  on  Bothing,r 

At  krigtfa,  towards*  morning,  he  fellh 
afleep,  through'  mere  Wearinefs,  and 
dreamed  that  one  of  his  fineil  teeth  w^a 
torn  from  him  with  great  pain;  but  that, 
looking  afterwards  in  a  glafs,  he  found- 
another  toothy  white  and  like  the  others^ 
which  had  taken  the  place  of  the  BxlU 
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On  awaking,  his  thoughts  were  cs^aged 
with  this  dream ;  and  as,  in  thofe  ages, 
they  gave  great  credit  ta  thefe  kind  of 
warnings,  he  had  the  curioGty  to  haTc  k 
explained. 

.  The  honed  Curt  was  fent  on  this  bufi- 
nefs;  and  fucceeded  in  finding  an  old 
Bohemian  (lave,  who  not  only  poflefled 
the  talent  of  telling  adventures  by  infped- 
ing  the  lineaments  in  the  hand,  but  like- 
wife  that  of  explaining  dreams.  The 
artful  fibyl  made  all  her  magical  prepara- 
tions, and  then  pronounced  thefe  words, 
in  a  fepulchral  tone  of  voice — "What  you 
confidcrcd  moft  dear  to  you  in  this  world, 
has  been  fnatched  from  you  by  death ; 
but  this  dreadful  lofs  will  foon  be  rep^i* 
ed!" 

It  was  clear  from  this,  that  the  fquire*s 
conjefclures  were  right;  and  that  the 
lovely  Countefs  Odile  had  finifhed  her 
days,  through  grief  and  regret  for  the 
lofs  of  her  hufband. 
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'  The    Count,    who  no  more  doubted 
this  fad  event,  than  if  it  h^d  been  notified 
to  him  on  black-edged  paper,  with  a  large 
feal  of  the  fame  colour,  felt  all  that  a  well-« 
bred  bufband  generally  feels,  during  the 
firft  moments,  in  tike  circumftances:  but 
having  no  one  to  beftow  the  confolation« 
required  in  thefe  cafes,  he  kindly  furnifli- 
ed  bimfelf  wittvthem;.  and  did  not  fail  to 
repeat — That  it  was  the  will  of  God! — 
That  we  muft  fubmit  to  fuch'things4-r-That 
the  virtuous  Countefs  was  better  in  heaven 
than  on  earth ! — That,  fboner  or  later,  it 
is  .the  road  we  all  muft  take!  &c.  &c.  &c. 
'•••,,.  aiki,'  from  this  moment,  believing 
himficlf  a  widower,  if 'ever  there  was  one, 
and  confequently  free  from  engagements^ 
he  fet  his  fails  before  the  wind,   to  freer 
to  the  happy  port  which  love  pointed  . 
out  to  him. 

On  his  firft  interview  with  the- Princefs^  • 
he  found  her  more  lovely  than  ever:  her 
Urge  eyes  were  fixed  on  his%wltVan.uiv- 
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utterable  expreffion  of  tendernefs  and 
love ;  her  flender  and  graceful  form,  her 
eafy  and  lively  motion,  gave  her  the  air 
of  a  Goddefs  defcended  from  Olympus^ 

^'  Boftangi^"  faid  (h^,  in  a  melodious 
voice,  ^^have  you  fpoken  to  the  Iinanr 

The  Count  heGtated  a  moment:  his 
fine  dark  eyes  were  fixed  to  the  ground; 
he  folemnly  placed  his  right  hand  on  his 
breaft,  and  proftrated  himfelf  before  her« 
In  this  attitude,  he  replied  to  her,  with  a 
firm  and  affured  voice — "  Noble  daugh- 
ter of  the  Sultan,  you  may  difpofe  of  my 
life,  at  your  will:  but,  not  of  my  faith; 
that  is  united  with  my  foul,  even  more  in- 
timately than  this  with  my  body  l" 

When  the  Princefs  heard  thefe  words, 
ihe  faw  that  her  plan  was  falling  to  the 
ground,  and  that  fhe  was  on  the  point  of 
lofing  her  lover.  She,  therefore,  had  re- 
courle  to  a  ftrong  and  powerful  method; 
which,  on  thefe  occafions,  feldom  fails  ia 
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kl  effe6l^  when  we  are  as  Aire  of  que 
mark  as  Melechfala  y^is:  file  let  farll  het 
veil;  and  appeared  in  all  her.  beauty, 
like  the  fiin,  when^  for  the  firft  timd,  he 
emerged  frdm  chaosy  to  illumine  the 
earth !  A  foft  blufh  fufFufed  her  cheeks; 
and  the  livelieft  catnatiori  coloured  th^ 
lips  of  her  charming  mouth.  Her  bright 
eyes  fparkled  with  love  and  animation; 
and  her  locks,  black  a^  ebony^  fell  oh 
her  alabafter  neck. 

The  Count,  ftruck  with  aftoniihment, 
admired  in  filence;  and  fhe  tbiid  replied 
Id  him— »^^  Look,  Boftangil  does  this 
figure  pleafe  you ;  tell  me^  if  it  be  worth 
tlie  facrifice  which  I  require  of  you  ?' 

^^It  is  the  femblance  erf*  an  angel!!' 
ejcclaimed  the  Count,  with  the  mdft  paf- 
fiohate  expreflion  of  rapture ;  ^'  it  is  wor>» 
thy  of  being  placed,  furrounded  by  a 
glory,  in  the  Paradife  of  Chriftians;  in 
comparifon  with  wbtch|  all  the  delights 
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of  Mahomet's   Paradife,  are  but  a  vaiiv 
fliadow  of  felicity  I" 

*  » 

Thefe  words,  pronounced  with  warmth, 
and  in  the  accents  of  a  holy  convic- 
tion, made  a  ftrong  impreflion  on  the 
heart'  of  the  Princefs.  It  particularly 
ftruek  her,  that  this  glory  round  hev 
head  would  be  no  bad  ornament.  Her 
fancy  grew  Bxed  on  this  Chriftian  Para- 
dife :  {he  wifhed  to  know  more  of  it,  and 
afked  for  farther  explanation. 

The  Count-  eagerly  feized  the  oppor- 
tunity offered  him,  of  defcribing,  i«  the 
moft  attractive  colours,  the  Paradife  of 
Chriftians,  For  this  purpofe,  he  felefted 
the  moft  pleafing  images;  and  fpoke  with 
the  fame  affurance,  as  a  Seraphim  would 
have  done,  if  lie  had  been  fent  exprefs 
from  his  heavenly  dwelling,  to  pourtr^ 
it  to  her,  and  to  convert  her. 

As  the  Prophet  Mahomet  baa  thought 
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proper  to  hold  forth  very  few  hopes  of 
happinefs  to  the  fair  fex^  in  the  other 
-world,  the  apoftolic  orator  fucceeded  the 
more  eafily  in  his  point. 

In  fliort,  whether  Heaven  itfelf  favoured 
this  converfion,  or  the  fenfible  foul  of 
the  young  Princefs  accorded  with  the 
principles  of  the  Chriftian  religion ;  or,, 
that  the  prefence  of  the  preacher  affifted 
his  arguments  in  the  heart  of  the  Princefs  ;. 
or  that  Ihe  fancied  (he  beheld,  in  thofe 
eyes  which  were  intenfely  fixed  on  her, 
the  image  of  that  Paradife  he  promifed  her;, 
(he  was,  however,  all  attention :  and,,  if 
evening  had  not  approached,  to  interrupt 
him,  fhe  would  probably  have  gone  to 
bed  a  Chriftian.  But  they  were  obliged 
to  feparate,  before  her  perfeft  convic- 
tion :  and,  again  putting  on  her  veil>  fhe 
returned  to  the  feraglio. 

It  is  a  known  fa£l,  and  the  newfpapers 
confirm  ii  to  us  every  day,  that  the  chil- 
dren of  Princes  learn  every  thing  with 
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uncommon  facility;   and  that^  in  every 
fcience^  they  advatice,  by  gigantic  ftrides^ 
and  with  little  pains  or  ftudy^  while  thofe 
of  the   reft  of   mankind   proceed    in  a 
fnail's  ftep.     We  muft  not,  therefore,  be 
furprifed,  if  the  Snlun  of  Egypt's  daugh- 
ter readily  imbibed^  in  a  few  leffons)  the 
dogmas  which  then  formed  the  religion 
of  the  weftern  nations;  together  with  fome 
here6es  befides^  which  had  glided  intO' 
the  catechifm  of  the  Count,  who  was  no 
great  theologian.     Nor  was  this   know* 
ledge,  with  regard  to  her,  ina£iive;  on 
the  contrary,   it   infpired   her   with  the 
livelieft    defire   of    changing    her  faitfav 
Thus,   the  Princefs's  plan  was  fomewhat 
deranged:     inftcad    of    converting    her 
lover,    (he  had   been  converted  herielf* 
The  queftion,  therefore,    now    was,  to 
know  howfhe  Ihould  become  a  Chriftian, 
and    the    Count's    wife.     She    confulted 
him  on  this  point,   and  he  confulted  his 
faithful   fquire:    whofe     advice    ^^as^   to 
hammer  the  iron  now  it  was  hot  •  to  in- 
form  the  fair  profclytc  of  the  co'ndilion 
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and  birth  of  Count  Erneft ;  and  to  pro«^ 
pofe  her  eloping  with  him^  that  they  might 
return^  by  fea^  to  Europe;  and  live^  at 
Thuring,  conjugally  together. 

The  Count  warmly  commended  this 
plan,  propofed  by  his  fogacious  ftjuire. 
It  pofleffed  an  admirable  conform^ity 
with  the  wifhes  of  his  heart;  but  the 
difficulties  which  might  oppofe  its  ex-r 
ecutibn,  did  not,  juft  at  prefeiit,  enter 
bis  mind.  Love  fancies  thait  he  can  tri«' 
■timph  over  every  obftacle :  he  lev^lsf  i» 
imagination^  ntountains  the  tnoft  elevarted^ 
aind  fills  up  the  deepeft  ditches >  be  wah^ 
derf  oVer  feas^  and  over  lands^  and  all  a^4 
poard  eafy.  , 

■  On  his  next  mferview,  the  Count  res 
Vevled  his  plan  to  Ms  fair  catechorhen«-^ 
^  O  thou,"  faid  he,  *•  who  art  the  image 
of  our  Holy  Virgin!  thou,  cbofen  by 
Heaven,  from  anfiortgft  a  reprobate  nation^ 
to  triumph  over  error  and  prejudices^ 
Md  to  obtain  an  inheritance  in  the.  abode 
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of  felicity !     If  thou  haft  the  courage  to^ 

renounce   thy    country,    prepare    for  a» 

fpeedy   flight.     I  will    condu6t    thee  to^ 

Rome;    where    the    porter  of    heaven's 

gate,  the  fucceflbr  of  the  Holy  Peter,  to 

whom  are  entrufted  the  key^of  Paradife, 

Ihalt  receive  thee  into  itit  pale   of  the 

church,  and  (hall  confecrate  our  loves  L 

Fear  not  that  the  powerful  arm  of  thy  fa* 

ther  fliould  reach  us:  each   cloud  over 

our  heads,  wiH  be  a^a  fortrefs,  filled  with* 

a  garrifon  of  protecting   angels,   armed 

with   (hields  of   adamant,    and   flaming; 

iWords,  invifible  to   mortal    fight>    they 

will  guard  and  defend  us  in  our  journey! 

I  have  likewife  to  inform  thee,  that  I. hold 

in  my  own  country,  by  the  rights  of  my 

birth,  a  rank  as  elevated  as  that  which  I 

could  obtaift.from  thy  father's  favour,     I 

am  a  Count.;  that,  is  to  fay,  a  Bey;  and 

L  govern  an  extenfive  province.     Within 

my    eftateis,     are     numerous    cities  and 

boroughs,  palaces  and  fortrefles.     I  have, 

under  my  command,  knights  and  foldiers; 

and  have  at  my  difpofal  a  great  numbec 
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of  fubje£ls.  There,  the  .walls  of  a  ferag- 
lia  will  not  cramp  thy  liberty,  and  thou 
wilt  reign  as  a  Queen." 

This  difeourfe  appeared  to  Melechfala 
the  voice  of  Heaven  itfelf.  She  did  not 
in  the  ieaft  doubt  what  the  Count  had  told 
hes;  and  was  pleafed  to*  find,  that  her 
lover  was  worthy  of  hrr.  Her  fancy 
painted,  in  fuch  lively  colours,  the  hap-» 
pinefs  flieihould  enjoy  at  the?  end  of  her 
pilgrimage^  that  fhe  prepared  for  the 
voyage  with  as  much  joy  as  the  children 
of  Ifrael  felt  in  quitting  Egypt  for  the 
Fromifed  Land;  like  them,  hoping  to 
find  a  new.  Canaan,  in  the  diftant  coun- 
tries. She  would  have  fet  out  immediate- 
ly, under  the  efcort  of  angels  armed  for 
her  defence ;  if  her  lover,  a  little  more 
calm^  had  not  perfuaded  her  to  wait  till  he 
had^  made  fome  neceflary  preparations 
for  the  execution  of  this  hazardous  pro- 
jea. 

.   Of  all   poflible  elopements,  the  mod 
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difficult  and  dangerous  one  undoubtedly^ 
is,  that  of  running  away  with  a  muflfulman 
beauty,  confined  in  a  fer^gUo.  Though 
this  was  not  the  favourite  Sultana,  the 
afiual  delign  of  the.  Count  of  Gleichen- 
was  by  no  means  the  lefs  difficult;  and, 
probably,  there  was  even  more  rafbnefs 
in  eloping  with  th^  only  daughter  of  the 
Sultan  of  Egypt,  than  with  the  miftre&of 
the  Grand  Seignor*  Anriong  fome  hun« 
dreds  of  woHieiv,  one  more  or  k£l  n^ighl 
feem  to  be  of  little  confequence;  and  flie^ 
who  efcapes,  to  the  great  pleafure  of  her 
rivals,  may  be  eafily  replaced :  but^  to 
fee  onesfelf  robbed  of  a  beloved  daogh* 
ter,  and  this  when  we  are  too  old  to  cx- 
peft  more,  could  never  poffibly  be  for- 
given^ Thus,  it  was  a  thoufand  chances 
to  one  that  the  Count  would  leave  his 
head  there;  more  efpecially,  .as  he  had 
no  confident,  in  the  interior  of  the  ferag- 
lio,  to  remove  difficulties,  and  no  benevo- 
lent fairy  ever  came  to  his  affiftance. 

All,  however,  at  prefent,  went  on  well. 
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The  Princefs  filled  a  ca(ket  with  the  moft 
^precious  jewels ;  Ihe  exchanged  her  royal 
drefs,  for  a  Tarkifli  male  habit;  and  foftly 
efcaped,  one  evening,  under  the  fafe  con- 
du6t  of  the  arnorous  Boftangi,  the  faithful 
•/quire,  and>ihe  Count's  iraffal,  through  a 
private  door  of  the  European  garden. 

The  al)fence  of  the  Princefs  could  not 
long  be  concealed.  Her  attendants 
bought  her  every  where  through  the  pa- 
lace, but^ouldnot  find  her.  The  con- 
fternation  was  now  general,  throughout 
the  feraglio,  Her  interview  ,with  the 
handfome  gardener  had  already  been 
whifpercd  about;  fafts  ^ere  combined; 
eonjeftures  froni  thence  formed ;  and,  at 
length,  the  dreadful  difcovery  of  the  true 
ftate  of  things  was  developed. 

The  Princefs's  attendants  immediately 
revealed  what  they  knew,  and  fufpeSed, 
to  the  fuperior  powers.  The  poor  old 
Sultan — whom,  we  think,  the  virtuous 
Melechfala-  might  have  fpared  the  grief 
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of  leaving,  to  go  in  fearch  of  the  Cfariftian 
Paradife — was  as  furious,  ©n  hearing  this 
news,  as  the  lion  attacked  by  dogs  and 
hunters.  He  fwore  by  the  beard  of  the 
holy  prophet,  that  he  would  dcftroy  the 
feraglio,  and  all  its  inhabitants,  if  the  next 
day,  by  the  riling  of  theTun,  his  daughter 
was  not  found. — The  Mamaluke  guards 
were  fent  out  to  all  the  roads  which  led 
from  Cairo,  in  fearch  of  the  fugitives;  and 
the  Nile  was  covered  with  velTels,  explor- 
ing carefully  the  fhores  on  the  right  and 
left  to  difcover  them. 

It  feemed  impoffible  for  the  Count 
and  his  fuite  to  efcape  this  ftrift  purfuit 
of  them,  unlefs  they  pofTefFed  the  faculty 
of  rendering  themfelves  invifible  to 
every  eye  ;  or,  at  leaft,  of  fafcinating  the 
eyes  of  all  Egypt.  They  had,  however, 
neither  of  thefe  talents:  but  then,  inftead 
of  them,  the  Count  poflefTed  a  cunning 
and  artful  fquire.  He,  indeed,  rendered 
invifiblc  the  little  caravan;  but  this  was 
done  in  a  very  fimple  manner,    and  with- 
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out  any  afli dance  from  the  ring.of  Gyges, 
by  concealing  it  in  the  obfcurity  of  a 
-deep  cellar,  belonging  to  the  houfe  of 
-the  Jew  phyfician. 

This  Hebrew   Efculapius,  befides  the 
art  of  healing,  had  inherited' from  his  fa- 
thers,   the    ftill   more   ufeful    talent    of 
amaffing much  wealth;  by  never  negle6i* 
ing,  for  this  purpofe,  any  poffible  means 
of  acquiring  it.     He  carried  on^  with  the 
Venetians,  a  very  lucrative  commerce  in 
fpices  and  aromatic  plants.     The  faithful 
Curt,  who  had  fcraped  acquaintance  with 
him,  fince  his  matter's  illnefs,  eafily  en^^ 
gaged  him,  by  the  medium  of  fome  jewels 
from  the  cafket  of  the  Princefs,   to  take 
on  board  a  Venetian  veflfel,  which  he  had 
loading  at  Alexandria,    the  Count  and 
three  of  bi^  fervants,  and  to  condu6i  them 
to  Europe.     He  had  carefully  concealed 
from  him  the  rank  of  the  firft,  as  well  as 
his  fmuggling  defign'  of  conveying  away 
xhe  Sultan's  only  daughter. 


On  inrpefitiog  the  edmfm^  wUkmlUx 
he  wM'CiMrged,  the. Jew  was  ItnAbj 
the  figure  of  the  fine  yoong  man  in  At 
Count's  fuite ;  but  he  did  Aot  then  laf- 
pe&  any  thing,  and  took  him  for  the 
Coitm's'7«ing  pagp:  but,  prefendy,  the 
report  Ip^d  thratigli  the  -cky,  Aat  Ac 
f^ocels   Melechfala    hmi    difiippcaced. 
The  Hebrew^  eyes  were  nom  opcMit 
and  he  pcvcemred  -that,  iinknawiii^y»  ht 
had  been  «i  acceflaiy  in  tbis  'Inifiaeff. 
A  cold fwcat  cameover tfakd^f'te fivv all 
the  danger  that  he  ran,  and  that  it  wa» 
too  late  to  extricate  himfelf.     He  there- 
fore   thought   that,    to    fecui^    his  own 
fafety,  the  only  method  he  could  adopt 
would  be  to  employ  all  bis  addrefii  in 
terminating  this  adventure,  without  .sriiy 
one  furpe£ling  him  to  be  ac<|uainted  with 
the  fecret.     He  had,  at  firft,  thought  of 
going  and  difcovering  them  to  the  Saltan; 
but,  how  would  be  prove  that   he  was 
«ot  their  acconipUce,  after    having  ao 
cepted  the  jewels,  und  promifed  to  em- 
bark  them  on  board  his  veflTel  I    The  very 
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idea  of  appearing  before  the  Sultan,  made 
him  fhudder ;  and  this  lucky  fear  fayed 
the  fugitives.  He  began,  therefore,  for 
aiirft  caution,  to  impofe  on  them  a  fevere 
quarantine,  by  ih'utting  them  up  iabis 
fubterraneous  cave,  among  packs  of  drugs 
and  galenicals.  When  the  firft  tumult  of 
purfuit  ha'd  fubfided,  and  people  nearly 
loft  all  hopes  of  finding  again  the  Prin<* 
cefs,  he  carefully  packed  up  the  whole 
troop,  m  fonr  facks,  with  aromatic  plants^ 
He  embarked  them,  himfelf,  in  a  veflei 
t>n  the  Nile^  and  fteered  them,  in  this 
manner, to  Alexandria;  when  he  ftill  car- 
ried them,  himfelf,  to  the  Venetian  veflel, 
and  gave  proper  orders  :to  the  /Guptain, 
who  was  charmed  with  the  idea  of  con* 
tributing  to  the  deliverance  of  four  Chrif- 
iian  flaves,  and  unpacked  them,  -and  fet 
them  at  liberty,  as  foon  as  he  got  into 
the  open  feas. 

We  have  no  documents  to  inform  us> 
for  certain,  whether  the  veflel  was  really 
vox..  Hi.  g 


.i  ' 


ftm  icklechsala;  o%^ 

efcorted  by  a  divifioa  of  the  celeftial 
army,  mounted  on  clouds,  and  bearing  in 
their  bands  flaming  fwords,  and  adanfian* 
tine  ihields;  however,  it^  feems  jikeljr. 
their  guardian  angels  mingled  in  the  voy* 
age.  The  contrary  winds  hufhed  their 
breath,  and  the  favourable  ones  fo  brave- 
ly fwelled  the  fails,  that  the  veflel  glided 
like  an  arrow  through  the  azure  void. 
They  had  a  ibort  and  pleafant  paflage;  and 
entered,,  one  lovely  evening,  by  the  light 
of  the  moon,  the  port  of  Venice,  io  the 
great  fatisfiiflion  of  the  whole  party. 

The  vigilant  envoy  of  the  Countefs 
Odile  was  ftill  at  his  poft,  and  never  failed 
to  infpeft  carefully  all  who  came  from 
the  Levant.  He  was  on  the  (hore,  when 
the  Count  difembarked  with  the  fair 
Melechfala.  His  mafter*s  phyliognomy 
was  fo  well  imprefled  on  his  recolledioD, 
that  he  would  have  immediately  known 
him,  had  not  his  eaftern  drefs,  and  the 
change  which  feven  years  had  produced 
«n  his  perfon,  now  held  him  fome  mo- 
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ments  in  doubt.  To  be  convinced^  how- 
ever, he  approached  the  people  who 
compofed  the  fuite  of  the  Count;  and, 
addrefling  the  faithful  fquire— 

**  Comrade,"  faid  he,  **  of  wh^t  coun* 
try  ate  you?" 

Curt  was,  undoubtedly,  highly  pleafed. 
at  meeting  fo  foon  with  a  nsttive  of  his  own 
country,  and  hearing  bimfeif  accofted  |in  ^ 
his  mother's  tongue;  however,  he  did  not 
think,  proper  to  anfwer  categorically  the 
<lueftion  be  was  a(ked« 

<«  Of  Europe !"  faid  he,  in  a  laconic  way^ 

»■         .  > 

*^  What  is  the  Seignior,  in  whofe  fuite 
you  travel  ?" 

«  My  matter." 

**  From  what  country  do'f  <Hi  come  ?" 

««  From  the  eaft." 
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*^  Where  are  you  going  ?•• 

«  To  the  weft." 

"  In  what  province  I" 

■  ■ 

^  In  my  own." 
«  Where  is  it  fituated  ?" 
f  ^  A  hundred  miles  inland." 
**  What  is  your  name  ?" 

*^  The  fame  as  my  father's." 

"  You  feem  a  droll  fellow ! — Will  you 
anfwer  me  pofitively  one  queftion?" 

"  Let  us  hear  iu" 

"  Can  you  give  me  any  news  ot  Count 
Erneft  of  Gleichen  ?'• 


THE    LANGUAGE    aP    FLOWERS*     liZfg^ 

**  Who  has  fent  you  for  fuch  infor- 
mation?'' 

"Ah!  no\^  you  arc  queftioning  me,- 
in  turn.  However,  I  will  tell  you:  it  is- 
the  Countefs  Odile,  his  wife,  who  has 
fent  me,  to  endeavour  to  difcov^r  if  her 
hufband  is  yet  all ve^  and  in  what  part  of- 
the  world- he  is  to  be  found."* 

This  anfwer  very  much  embarraffed  the 
cunning  fquire^  and  m^de  him  dire£lly 
change  his  tone. 

"  Wait  a  moment,  comrade,"  faid  he; 
•*  perhaps,  my  mafter  can  iell  you  fome- 
thing   about .  him :    and  he   immediately 
went  to  the  Count,  to  communicate  what- 
he  had  learned. 

Hardly  could  the  latter  believe  what 

he    had  heard,    fo   confidently   had    he 

trufted  to  his  dream  and  the  old  Bohe- 

inian.    He  found  himfelf  in  a  very  unplea- 
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,:::^<yn  with  his  fair  fellow-traveHcr, 
^    ..^-rd,  that  he  had  been  the  caufe 
>i..  aking  a  very  imprudent  ftep;  -and 
.^  rAX  marriage  with  her  would  be  at- 
^'iccd  with  fomc  difficulties,  fince  his 
ml  wife  ftill  cxifted.     However,  he  felt 
.:o  inclinaiion  to  confider  this  fubje6l  at 
prefent;  and,  to  do  him  juftice,  felt  more 
anxious  to  learn  fomething  of  his  wife 
and  family.     He  beckoned  the  Countefs's 
mefiengcr  to  approach  him,  and  imme- 
diately rccognifcd  one  of  his  oldeft  fer- 
vants;  who«  (hedding  tears  of  joy,  kifled 
the  hauvi  of  his  good  matter,  and  began 
to   fpoak   to  him   of  the  joy  which   the 
faithful  Countcfs  would  feel  on  learning 
the  return  of  her  hulband.     The  Count, 
knowing  not  how  to  anfwcr  this,  broke 
off  the  conveiTation,  and  betook  himfelf 
to  his  n ilins  place.      He  retired,  alone, 
to  his  chamber;  and  there  began  a  ferious 
doliheratiou  with   his  heart  and    confci* 
ence,  to   know   how   he  fhould  conduft 
himlclf  with  regard  to  the  fair  Saracen. 
The  refult  of  this  was,  to  fend  off  exprefs 


THE  LANGUAGE  OF  FLOWERS.  .I27 

his  faithful  meflenger  to  the  CounteCs 
Odile,  with  a  difpatch,  containing  a 
candid  relation  of  the  Count's  adventures 
during  his  flavery,  and  his  delivi^ranee 
through  the  .love  and  protefiion  of  the 
Sultan's  daughter.  He  informed. her,  that 
this  Princefs  had,  for  his  fake,  abafi- 
doned  her  father,  her  thrbne,  and  her 
<  country;  on  condition,  that  he  would 
marry  her:  and  that,  deceived  by  a 
dream,  and  a  pretended  dream  interpret 
ter,%one  as  faife  as  the  other,  he  had 
confented  to  it.  He  then  fought  to  pre« 
pare  his  wife  to  fhare  the  conjugal  bed; 
and  to  reconcile  her  mind  to  it,  by  the 
bed  arguitients  he  could  adopt. 

i       ■ 
The  virtuous  Countefs  Odije  was  at 

the  window,  covered  with  her  widow's 
veil,  when  her  meffcnger  fpurred  his  fa- 
tigued horfe,  for  the  lad  time,  in  climb- 
ing the  fteep  afcent  that  led  to  the  caftle^ 
*Xhe  piercing  eye  of  the  tender  wife  had 
^ready  recolleded  him;    and  he,  like- 
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fires  and  is 
ktax  at.  VexBCC; 

tlsis 


*«e  paMLKtil  her  wbole  IbuL  at  E^  of 

^  knmn  and  beloved  chanaers. 

&e  placed  tbe  letter  ob  hcf 
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reacL    They 
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diminifhed,  however,  as  (he  proceeded ; 
and,  by  the  time  (he  had  concluded,  the 
fource  of  thofe  tears  of  joy  was  dried  up. 
Indeed,  however  interefting  this  epiftle 
and  the  hiftory  of  the  Count  might  be,, 
there  were  many  paflages  in  it  which  were 
not  adapted  to  pleafe  his  wife.  The 
plan  of  (haring  his  bed,  and  heart,  with 
the  fair  Princefs,  efpecially^  could  not 
meet  with  her  approbatioiir  The  into* 
lerance,  however,  of  the  good  Couritefs,^ 
on  this  point,  was  a  proof,  at  leaft,  of 
the  conftancy  and  fincerity  of  her  attach- 
ment to  her  hufband. 

**  Unfortunate  crufadeT'  flieexcraitn^ 
cd;  "  it  is  the  caufe  of  all  my  misfor- 
tunes." Wearied  with  fad  refleftians,  the 
virtuous  Odile  retired  to  that  nuptial  bed^ 
which  Ihe  had  occupied  atone  for  eight 
years  with  fuch  conftancy,  and  which  fhe 
was  now  required  to  fhare  with  a  rival. 
She  fell  aileep,  and  had  a  dream  which 
calmed  her  mind,  and  made  her  confider 
her  fituation  in  another  point  of  view. 
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.  She  thought,  in  her  dreajUf  diat  ibe 
.beheld  two  pilgrims  froQ  the  holy  feput 
chre,  afcending  the  fteep  and  winding  path 
to  the  fort  re  fs  of  Gleichen,  who  aiked 
her  for  flielter;  and  that  (he  invited  them 
to  enter.  One  of  ibtm^  having  laweicd 
Jiis  hood,  (he  recollected  fpr  Conni  Erneft. 
She  embraced  him  tenderly,  and  felt  mucb 
joy  at  his  return.  Her.  young  childrea 
entered;  the  Count  prefled  them  in  his 
paternal  arms,  and  exprefled'  his  fatis- 
fa£iion  at  feeing  them  fo  lovely  and  (b 
well.  His  comrade  then  openied  his  tra* 
veiling  fack ;  drew  from  it  fome  gold 
chains,  diamonds,  and  other  precious 
jewels,  which  he  placed  round  the  necks 
of  the  children.  The  Countefs,  fur- 
prifed  at  this  generofity,  alked  the  ft  ran- 
ger, who  was  ftill  covered  with  his  hood, 
his  name. 

<^  I  am,"  faid  he,  <^  the  angel  Raphael, 
the  prote£lor  of  thofe  who  love;  and 
have  condu6led  your  hufband,  from  dif* 
tant  countries,  to  your  arms.** 
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His  pilgrim's  habit  now  fell  ofF;  (he 
beheld  him  under  the  form  of  an  angel, 
covered  with  a  white  robe  of  the  colour 
of  the  firmament,  with  golden  wings  on 
his  ihouldersr 

The  Countefs  awoke;  and,  without  the 
affiflance  of  an  Egyptian  iibyl,  explained 
her  dream.  Finding  (bme  analogy  be* 
tween  the  Princefs  Melech&IaL  si^nd  the 
angel  Raphael,  fhe  did  not  doubt  that 
file  had  appeared  to  her,  under  the  form 
of  her  hufband's  guardian  angel.  She 
now  confidered  that,  without  the  love  of 
the  Princefs  for  him,  he  never  would 
have  been  releafed  from  flavery,  and 
would  have  been  utterly  loft  to  her;  and, 
as  it  is  cuftomary  for  the  owner  oP  any 
thing  valuable  loft,  to  beftow  a^  part  of 
it  on  the  hoDCft  perfon  who  rtfftore^  it, 
inftcad  of  referving  entirely  the  whole, 
fhe  no  longer  faw  any  difficulty  in  yield- 
ing up,  with  a  good  grace,  the.  half  06 
her  rights  over  the  Count. 

G  6 
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Having,  therefore,  well  rewarded,  for 
his  vigilance,  the  meflenger  from  the 
port  of  Venice,  (he  again  fent'him  back 
to  Italy,  with  a  letter  expreffing  her 
entire  confent  to  the  will  of  the  Count. 

The  queftion  now  was,  to  know  whe- 
ther Pope  Gregory  would  be  equally 
tradable,  and  confent  to  this  matrimonial 
afTociation;  by  permitting  the  forms  and 
fan£iion  of  the  ceremony  to  be  added  to 
this  amicable  arrangement.  They,  there* 
fore,  fet  out  for  Rome ;  and  it  was  there 
that  the  Princefs  Melechfala  formally 
abjured  the  Alcoran,  and  was  introduced 
into  the  pale  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

The  Holy  Father  teftified  as  much  joy 
at  this  fpiritual  acquifition,  as  if  he  had 
gained  the  mod  fplendid  viftory  over  the 
infidels.  After  the  ceremony  of  baptifm> 
when  the  Princefs  changed  her  Saracen 
name  for  that  of  Angelica,  a  pompous 
Te  Deum  was  performed  in  the  church 
of  St,  Peter. 
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The  Count  now  thought  to  profit  by 
the  good  humour  of  the  Holy  Father, 
and  obtain  the  fo  much  defired  permiflion 
for  his  double  marriage.  He,  therefore, 
related  his  hiftory,  and  his  fituation  with 
two  women,  to  whom  he  was  engaged  by 
the  mod  folemn  oaths:  but,  to  his  great 
aftonifhment,  the  Holy  Poptiff  pofitively 
refiifed  his  fandion  to  an  arrangement 
unexampled  in  Chriftianity,  and  Which 
appeared  to  him  a  herefy  favouring  not  a 
little  of  the  Ami  Chrift  Mahomet.  The 
Count  vainly  urged  his  requeft,  by  the 
tDoft  fpecious  arguments:  he  could  not 
fucceed  in  bending  the  Holy  Father  to 
his  will,  nor  in  obtaining  that  confent  fo 
much  required,  and  fo  neceflary,  at  a 
time  when  the  Pope  difpofed  as  he  pleafed 
of  kingdoms  and  confciences* 

The  artful  Curt  had,  it!deed,  conceived 
a  plan  to  extricate  his  matter  frorti  his 
embarraffment ;  and  enable  hrm  to  marry 
his  fair  profelyte,  without  tlie  Pope,  or 
the  holy  church,  having  a  fingle  objec* 


.* 
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tion  to  iiBftke  to  it:  butt fl^nowiBg  l&e 
,Cottnt'«  loytalty,  hehtfdnot  dafedyeita 
^mention  it.  Seeing  him,  however^  now 
in  dcfpair,  at  the  rcfufal  which  he  bad  juft 
experienced^  Curt  took  coutage,  and 
thought  the  moment  favourable  to  induce 
him  to  a4€>pt  his  plan. 

*<  My  dear  mafter,*'  laid  he,  ^  do  not 
afflid  yourfelf  thus,  at  the  Pope^s-  ebfti* 
iiacy.     There  is^  fome  way  to-  copqueF  it; 
•  and|  if  he  be  impregnable  on  one  fide, 
we  muft  attack  him  on  the  other.     If  the 
Holy  Father's  confcietice   be   too  fcru- 
pulous,  to  permit  you  to  have  two  wives; 
year's,  likcwife,  is  too  much  fo,  to  per- 
mit you.  to  cohabit  with  a  relation:  and, 
if  I  am  not  miftaken,  you  are  conne8ed, 
in  the  fixteenth  degree,  with  the  Countefs 
Odile.     Pretend,  therefore,  to  jthefe  fcru- 
pies ;  and  demand  a  divorce,  which  they 
cannot    refufe   to   a    tender    confcience. 
Then^  who  can  prevent  you  from  marry- 
Mig  the  Princefs  ?      Confcience,  my  dear 


i! 
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mafter,  is  a  garment  which  covers  manf 
things,  and  ireers  to  every  wind!'* 

:  The  CoQnt  had  liflened  quietly  to  him, 
till  he  perfe6iiy  underftood  the  drift  of 
his  difcourfe.  Hardly  had  he  conipre- 
hended  him,  when  he  fhuddered  with 
horror;  and,  approaching  him — ".Hold 
thy  tongue,  unworthy  wretch !"  exclaim- 
ed he,  in  anger,  and  pufliing  him  by  the 
fhoulders  out  of  the. apartment,  "  leavfi 
my  prefence,,  and  never  again  attempt  to 
debauch  my  ears  with  thy  infamous  couiv 

feur . 

Poor  Curt  did  not  wait  to  be  twice 
told  >  and  determined,  in  his  own  mind, 
never  again  to.  treat  his  maftei's  conici- 
ence  fo*  lightly. 

In  this  unpleafant  fituation,  the  Count 
began  daily  to  Ipfe  his  health  and  fpirits* 
The  Princefs  foon  perceived  this  change; 
and  was  fo  much  afFefied  with  it,  that  ihe 
determined  to  try  if  ihe  could  not  fucceed 


• 
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▼enly  eyes,  fell  as  fcalding  drops  cm  ihe 
hearl  of  the  Holy  Father,  and  at  length 
fucceeded  in  foftentng  it.  Whether  they 
there  lighted  up  a  fpark  of  terreftrial  fiie 
ivhich  lay  ftill  concealed,  *or  the  £car  of 
.lofihg  fo  fair  a  prey  made  him  ihoddcr; 
it  u  manifeft  that  he  was  feized  with  a  fit 
of  benevolence,  for  the  fair  fop^liant, 
which  it  vas  no  longer  poffibje  to  rcfift-*- 
/^  Rife,  dear  daughter,**  faid  he,  <<and 
dry  your  tears !  what  is  decreed  in  Heairen 
ought  to  be  obeyed.  In  three  days,  you 
0iall  know  if  the  Holy  Virgin  confenu  to 
your  wilhes." 

He  immediately  aflembled  a  congrega- 
tion of  all  the  cafuifts  in  Rome;  gave, 
to  each,  a  loaf  and  a  bottle  of  wine, 
with  orders  that  they  (hould  be  clofeted 
together,  and  not  break  up  the  afiembly 
till  the  queilion  was  unanimoufly  de« 
tided.  There,  as  long  as  the  loaves  and 
wine  lafted,  the  mod  violent  difpates 
took  place :  the  moft  oppolite  opinions 
clafhed  together,  like  the  waves  agitated 
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by  the  tempeft:  but,  when  the  ftomach 
.  began  to  fpeak,  they  could  liften  to  tbat;^ 
and,  very  fortunately,  it  ranged  on  the 
fide  of  the  three  fpoufes :  more  efpe* 
cially  as  the  Count  had  ordered  a  fump- 
tuous  feaft  to  be  prepared  for  the  con- 
clave, immediately  on  their  opening  the 
gates.  - 

The  difpenfation  bull  was  prefently 
drawn  up,  in  proper  form,  for  the  ufual 
emoluments;  the  fair  Angelica,  on  this 
occafion,  with  joy  opened  her  'Egyptian 
cafket;  the  Holy  Father. having  bellowed 
on  the  noble  couple  his  pontifical  bene- 
/di£iion,  they  immediately  departed  for 
the  Count's  eftates,  where  the  marriage 
was  to  take  place* 

^^  When  they  had  pafTed  the  Alps,  Count 
£rne(l  again  began  to  breathe  his  native 
air,  and. his  heart  dilated  with /by.  He 
mounted  his  fine  Neapolitan  horfe ;  and 
went  forward,  attended  by  a  fingle  knight : 
leaving  the  PrinCefs  to  follow  him,  by 


•• 
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eafy  ftages^  under  the  protedibn  of  die 
faithful  Guru 


•  f 


His  heart  heat  vith  embtiou,  wheft  br 
perceived  afar  off  the  fpires  of  Gleicbea 
caftle.  He  thought,  that  hi  was  not  ei« 
pefted,  and  tjiat  he  woutd  furpriTe  the 
virtuous  Odile.  But  the' report  of  his 
arrival  had  already  fpread-;  and  (he  was . 
awaiting  him,  with  her  ^  three  chtldfepeDi 
at  a  fliort  diftance  from  tbe  caftle*,  iii'a 
beautiful  valley,  called  to-  this  day  tile 
Valley  of  Joy,  '^" 

The  pleafurc  of  again- beholding  each 
other,  vas  as  lively  and  fincere,  on  both 
fides,  as  if  the  queflion  of  Odile's  Charing 
her  huiband's  afFedion  had.  never  been^ 
agitated.  The  Countefs  was  a  tender 
and  pious  fpoufe,  who  fcrupuloufly  ob- 
ferved  the  order  of  St^  Paul,  in  being 
fubmiflive  to  herhufbahd,  and  when  any 
flight  emotion  of  difcontent  arofe  in  her 
bofom,  it  never  proceeded  to  infurrediom 
She  had  not  pardoned  her  heart  the  fen* 
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timent  of  jealot^fy  and  revolt  which  had 
poffeffed  her,  oh  learning  that  (he  was  to 
y.ield  up  half  her  rights  in  her  hufband. 
Asakind  of  penance,  ihe  ha<ifornied,  her- 
iflf,  in  her  chamber,  an  alcove  of  three 
1:)edsj  it  was  funnotint^d  by  a  vault,  in 
form  of  a  firmament,  adorned  with  wing. 
«d  angels,  holding  up  the  borders  of  the 
x^rtains.     On   a    large   filken    tapeftry, 
which  entirely  covered  the  beds,  was  re- 
prefented  in   embroidery,  the  angel  Ra- 
phael, fuch  as  he  had  appeared  in  her 
dream,  holding  the  Count  by  the  hand,  in 
a  pilgrim's  habit. 

This  unequivocal  proof  of  the  accom* 
modating  difpofition  of  his  fpoufe,  deeply 
affe£ied  the  Count,  and  the  tendered  em- 
braces exprefled  his  gratitude — "  Beft 
of  women  1"  exclaimed  he,  in  rap- 
tures; "  how  much  do  you  excel  all  the 
females  of  your  age:  this  is  a  monument, 
which  ihall  carry  your  name  with  glory 
to  pofterity;  and,  48  long  as  a  veftige  of 
this   alcove  fliall  remain^  hufbands  will 
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■  *  •  - 

cite  fob,  to  their  Urives,  as  a  model  of 
conjanl  affe&ion!* 

m 

A  few  days  after,  the  OmrinCeft  Md$ch* 
fala  a(rrived.^^he  was  ifeceiycd  in  gfett 
pomp,  and  like  the  bridci  ofm  foveieign. 
The  lovely  -Ooantefr  Odile  came  out  to 
receive  her,  and  cotiduB^  her  to  the 
caftle ;  whcfte  fhe  was  inftalled  as  a  cd^»' 
paaioo^  who  was  to  Ihare  wi^  her  all  her 
nghts.  -^ 

At  this  time,  the  Count  was  goiie  to 
Erfurtb,  to  requeft  the  bifliop  to  come 
and  blefs  their  marriage,  as  well  as  pre- 
fide  at  the  folemnity*  - 

The  princely  prelate  ftarted  with  ter« 
ror,  at  the  very  mention  of  fo  heteradox 
a  propofai ;  and  plainly  told  the  Count, 
that  he  would  not  permit  fuch  a  fcandal 
la  ^his  diocefe.  But,  when  the  Count 
prefcDted  to  him  the  Pope's  brief,  fcaled 
in  due  form,  he    dared  no    longer   to 
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The  ceremony  was  performed,  with 
great  pomp,  at  the  caftle,  and  the  Count- 
efs  Odile  ftood  as  mother  to  tiie  bride.  All 
the  counts  and  cavaliers  of  Thuring,  re- 
forted  thither  in  crowds^  to  affift  at  thi^ 
fingular  folemnity. 

The  Count,  before  he  conducted  to  the 
altar  his  fair  bride,  received  from  her,  as 
a  dov/er,  the  cafket  of  jewels;  ft  ill  pretty 
full,  notwithftanding  the  voyage  and  its 
expences.  He  afligned  over  to  her,  in 
exchange,  the  lordihip  of  £hrenftein,  and* 
{Placed  on  her  head  a  crown  of  gold; 
which  ornament  fhe  wore  all  her  life,  as  a 
privilege  of  her  high  birth.  Her  jub- 
jeQs  gave  her  the  title  of  Queen ;  and 
fhe  was  conftantly  ferved  and  honoured 
asfuch* 

It  15  impoffible  to  .  defcribe  the  tranf- 
ports  of  joy  which  Count  Erneft  felt,  in 
taking  poflVffion  of  his  new  conftruded 
b^d,  between  his  two  lovely  companions. 
The  Countefa  Odile,  fatigued  probably 


'He 


144  MEL1CH8ALA;    OR, 

>¥ith  the  fleeplefs  nights  which  her  feven 
years  widowhood  had  caufed  her,  with 
her  emotions  on  account  of  her  hufband's 
return,  and  with  the  buftle  of  the  wed* 
ding,  prefently^  clofed  her  eyes,  and  fell 
afleep,  or  at  lead  pretended  it;  leaving 
her  two  bed-fellows  at  liberty  to  explain 
the  pretty  rhyme  of /nouchi-roumi. 

The  feftivities  lafted  feven  days. and 
feven  nights;  and  the  Count  confefled, 
that  he  was  already  more  than  repaid  for 
the  feven  fad  yeafi  he  had  pafled  in  the 
prifons  of  Cairo. 

After  the  Count,  and  his  two  wives^ 
no  one  was,  however,  more  happy  than 
his  faithful  Squire,  Curt.  He  plcafantly 
fpent  his  time,  between  the  larder  and  the 
cellar;  by  turns  replenifliing  and  empty- 
ing his  bottle  of  the  fweet  liquor  which 
flourilhes  on  the  borders  of  the  Rhine, 
and  which  he  preferred  to  all  the  wines  of 
Cyprus  and  Syracufe.  He  related  to 
his  comrades^  who  earneflly  liftened  to 
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him,  all  the  furprifing  adventures  which 
be  had  witnelTed  during  the  crufade. 
But,  whep  the  feftivities  were  concluded, 
and  the  economy  of  the  caftle  took  again 
lis  ufual  courfe,  he  afked  permiffion  qf 
the  Count  to  go  to  ErdouflF,  where  he  had 
left  his  chafte  rib,  whom  he  meant  to 
give  a  mod  agreeable  fur prife  by  his  un- 
hoped for  return.  ' 

During  his  long  ab fence,  he  had  never 
indulged  himfelf  in  the  'flighteftjncon- 
fiancy,  and  was  convinced  that  his  fpou(b 
could  fay  the  fame ;  and  he  longed  to 
behold  her  again,  and  bring  her  back  the 
enjoyments  of  a  legitimate  affeflion. 
His  fancy  painted  to  him  the  image  of 
the  virtuous  Rebecca,  in  all  her  charms; 
and  the  nearer  he  approached  the  walls 
of  the  city  which  inclofed  her,  the  more 
lovely  did  this  piSure  of  his  fancy  grow. 
It  reprefented  her  in  all  the  allurements 
fhe  poffeffed  at  the  time  of  their  union : 
he  beheld  her  fainting  under  the  excefs 
of  her  joy,  when  this  fo  long,  lamented 

VOL,    III.  H 
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halbatad  ffittiild  ibtow  Uitifetf  InM  1^  ; 
irmt,  ti0ablfe-t4S|,$*eBk,  iM  tUHleaWdri^f  .,; 

CO  reibiinite  bei-  Inr  hi*  t«Ad«r  fc«ir«ilfb  1       ^ 

'■...■,•        ■?■  I 

ykbotrt  knivtritt]^  !t,  tUe  ^at«  dlbii  ftjitiyfe 
xity.  )kt  ¥«v  tlhire  fi<3|>t]«d  IVf  ia  ^S^^ 
tinel ;  wbo  lowered  the  birrier^  iUld  ^tficid 
■htin.hu  name?. -wbence  'be  camei  Mkat 

tisfadftry  &ti(V€rs  to  iill  tticfe  qtfetibM^ 
.and  proceeded  dn  his  way. 

"WbHe  afcendihg  the  ftreet,  irt  a  fl6# 
:pace,  that  the  noife  of  his   horfe  might 

*  jiot  too  foon  betrfty  his  arrival,  he  pre- 
fently  recoUeSed  his  houfe,-  diftfrounted, 
tiedi  the  animal  to  the  gate,  and  foftly 
entered  the  yard.  The  old  dog,  whom  be 
had  left  with  his  wife  at  his  departure, 
now  approacheii;  and  having,'  for  a  mo- 
ment, furveyed  him,  prefently  recolleQ- 
ed  him,  and  beftoWed  on  him  a  thou&nd 
c^refles.     This  appeared  to  him  a  good 

omeQ*    He  NJas^  Vio^^^ver^  farprifM  lo 
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fee,  playing  in  the  middle  of  the  yard,  two 
little  boys,  as  lovely  as  the  chprubims 
^hich  decorated  the  b§d  qf  th?  two 
eountefles  of  GJeif  h?n*  before  he- had 
time,  however,  to  refleft  on  thefe  little 
creatures — whofeemed,  by  their  faces,  to 
be  bi«  wife*sr-rth^ir  mother  c^me  to  the 
koufe  door,  to  knpw  wh^(  i^r^pg^r  flie  f^vy^ 
in  the  yard.  The  fight  of  herihad  the  effe^ 
pf  Medufa's  head  PH  the  pop^  (^tirt.  Gop4 
Heavens !  whftt  A  difFcrgnpe,  between  the 
pi£ture  of  his  fancy  and  the  reality. 

The  h^fid  of  time  h^d  n)^d^  pr^e}  r^r 
¥ages,  duriqg  (hefe  feven  y^i^rs,  on  the 
beauties  of  (hp  fair  Rebecca;  fcarcely^ 
did  there  remain  ^ny  traces  of  them^ 
However,  the  features  of  her  coun*^ 
tenancewere  too  well  imprefled  on  Ci^rt'^ 
mind,  for  him  to  ipift^ke :  but  the  pleav 
fure  of  feeing  her  again,  foon  conquered 
his  didatisfaiEliQi^  at  beholding  her  tbuy 
changed;  and  the  idea  that  this  change 
was  certainly  ''l^ufed  by  grief  for  his  ab- 
fence,  added  to  his  tendernefs :  he  rufhed 
to  embrace  h^r,  hts^art  filled  lyitb  joy 
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aud  tenderaefs,  cxclahning — **  Here  I 
am,  once  more,  my  dear  wife!  forget 
yourforrows:  behold  me,  your  faithful 
fpoufe;  never  more  will  I  quit  your 
lovely  prefence!" 

The  virtuous  Rebecca  anfvered  this 
kind  falutation  by  a  furious  blow,  which 
made  the  nimble  Cart  ftagger  to  the  wall; 
file  fhrieked  violently,  at  the  fame  time, 
calling  all  the  houfe  to  her  affiftancc. 

The  tender  hufband  excufed  the  vi- 
vacity of  this  reception;  which,  in  his 
mind,  was  a  proof  of  his  wife's  chaltity  I — 
Not  recollecling  him,  (he  had  done  per- 
feftly  right,  in  thus  receiving  one  who 
dared  to  encroach  on  his  rights!  He 
now  endeavoured  to  convince  her  of  her 
miftake:  but,  it  was  all  in  vain;  and  he 
prefently  became  convinced,  that  there 
was  no  miftake  at  all  in  the  bufmefs. 

"You  wretched  vagabr^t-.d!"  exclaim- 
ed fhe,  in  an  altered  voice;  "  it  well  be- 
comes you,  truly,  to  call  yourfelf  again 
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my  hufband :  after  ba\ring  abandoned  me, 
for  feven  years,  to  i^andcr  •  God  knows 
where;  and  to  be  inconftant'lo  me,  God 
knows  to  what  extent !  I  am  no  longer 
your  wife,  and  you  are  nothing  to  me !  I 
had  you  three  times  publicly  proclaim- 
ed at  the  church  gate;  and,  for  your 
filence,  you  have  been  duly  and  legally 
declared  dead  and  buried.  The  law  has 
permitted  me  to  marry  again ;  me,  a  poor 
forfaken  widow!  and  I  have  married 
publicly,  in  church,  the  burgomafter 
Vepretch.  We  have  lived  together  fix 
years,  and  Heaven  has  blefled  our  union 
with  thofe  twa  fine  boys.  So  do  not 
think  of  coming  where  you  have  no  bu- 
finefs,  and  diilurbing  the  happinefs  we 
enjoy!  If  you  do  not  inftantly  take 
yourfelf  away,  I  ihall  have  you  arretted, 
by  a  warrant  from  my  hufband,  who  is 
the  firfl;  magiftrate  of  the  town;  and  get 
you  fo  feverely  puniihed,  as  will  ferve 
for  an  example  to  all  future  hufbands  who 
treacheroufly  forfake  their  wives!" 

This  reception,  from  a  woman   who 


IgQ  MELECHSALAj   OR9 

had  been  fo  dear  to  him,  inHi8ed  a  fevere 
pang  on  poor  Curt,  Tendernefs,  and 
refentment,  divided  his  foul:  the  (irft, in- 
fiantly  fuggefted  to  him  the  idea  of  pro- 
pofing  to  Rebecca  the  new  invented  al- 
cove with  three  beds^.  which  had  fo  well 
fucceeded  at  the  caftle  of  Gleicben ;  re- 
fentoient^  however,  gained  the  vi3.ory« 

"Unfaithful  woman!"  cried  he,  in  a 
tranfport  of  fury,  "is  it  thus  tbjit  you 
keep  the  promifes  and  oaths  which  you 
have  fo  often  repeated,  that  death  alone 
fliould  part  us !  Have  you  not,  frequently, 
even  affured  me  that,  if  you  were  to  ar- 
rive at  the  gates  of  heaven  before  me,  and 
I  fliould  be  ftill  in  purgatory,  you  would 
obtain  leave  to  come  back,  and  keep  me 
company?  How  many  times  have  I 
mentioned  you,  in  Paleftine,  as  the  model 
of  good  wives!  May  your  falfe  tongue 
become  for  ever  as  black  as  charcoal !" 

Having  faid  this,  he  turned  his  back 
on  the  burgomaflcr's  wife  and  her  two 
imps;  proudly  re-mounted  his  beaft;  and 
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trotted  down  the '  ftreet  "with  lefs  caution 
than  he  had  afcended  it. 

He  took  the  road  to  Gleichen,  ruminat* 
ing  on  what  had  happened ;  and,  when 
his  anger  was  fomewhat  appeafed,  and  he 
could  weigh  matters  coolly,  hislofsdid 
not  appear  of  fo  much  cbnfequence. 

He  never  again  returned  to  ErdoufF; 
but  remained,  to  the  day  of  his  death, 
with  his  good  mafter;  who  was  now,  in 
his  confideration,  worth  more  than  a 
thoufand  wives.  He  there  witneffed  the 
rare  fight  of  two  women  fharing,  without 
ill  humour  or  jealoufy,  the  afFe6lion  of 
the  fame  hufband. 

The  fair  Saracen  had  no  children;  but 
flic  loved  and  nurfed  thofe  of  her  com- 
panion,  as  if  they  had  been  her  own,  and 
took  delight  in  their  education.  She  was 
the  Crft,  of  this  fweet  and  fingular  afToci- 
ation,  who  quitted  the  terreftrial  happi- 
ncfs  which  they  long  enjoyed,  to  take 
poflellion  of  the  radiant  glory,  once  fo 
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much  the  objeft  of  her  admiration.  She 
died  in  the  autumn  of  her  life:  the 
*  Countcfs  followed  her,  foon  after;  and 
the  unhappy  Count,  reding  alone  in  his 
large  bed,  furvived  them  but  a  few  months. 

Thefe  three  amiable  perfons  were  not 
feparated  by  death :  and  the  fame  tomb 
inclofed  them,  before  the  altar  of  the 
church  of  Su  Peter,  at  Erfurth ;  where 
it  flill  remains,  and  we  behold  the^n  repre- 
fentcd  in  relievo  on  the  fame  done.  On 
the  right,  is  the  Countefs  Odilc,  with  a 
mirror  in  her  hand,  as  the  fymbol  of  pru- 
dence; on  the  left,  the  Saracen  Princcfs, 
adorned  with  a  crown ;  and,  in  the  mid- 
dle, the  Count,  holding  his  ftiield,  and 
rciling  on  the  leopard  of  his  arms. 

The  celebrated  alcove  is  preferved  as 
a  relique,  in  a  chamber  of  the  old  cattle: 
and  a  fmall  piece  of  the  wood  of  this  triple 
bed,  worn  by  the  women,  is  faid  to  pof- 
fefs  the  lingular  property  of  extinguifhing 
every  fpark  of  jealoufy. 

FINIS. 
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